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The Papers of Dr John Seiler cover two broad areas: the first is American foreign policy 
regarding Southern Africa, particularly Angola, from the period following World War II to 
the mid-1970s, including declassified United States Government documents. The second 
area concerns matters of local governance and democracy in South Africa during the 
period of transition (mid-1990s).
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1 PERSONAL PAPERS

1.1              Correspondence
1.1.1 1976, 1 file
1.1.2 1980, 1 file
1.1.3 1985, 1 file
1.1.4 2001, 1 file
1.1.5 2003, 1 file

2 ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITINGS

Articles and newspaper reports and analyses written by Dr Seiler on the following issues:

2.1 On Unites States foreign policy issues, 4 files
2.2 On South African democratic and governance issues, 4 files
2.3 On Bophutatswana and the Northwest Province, 2 files
2.4 On the South African security establishment, 1 file
2.5 On SWA/Namibia, 1 file
2.6 “The Seiler Report on Southern African Issues in American Politics” (1980-1981), 1 file

3 ACADEMIC RESEARCH AREAS AND AREAS OF PROFESSIONAL INTEREST



3.1 US foreign policy in the 1970s with special reference to Africa

3.1.1 US administrations
3.1.1.1 The F.D. Roosevelt administration (1942-1943), 1 file
3.1.1.2 The Eisenhower administration (1953-1960), 1 file
3.1.1.3 The H.S. Truman administration (1945-1952), 4 files
3.1.1.4 The J.F. Kennedy administration (1962-1963), 7 files
3.1.1.4.1 Memoranda 1961
3.1.1.4.2 Memoranda 1962-1963
3.1.1.4.3 Telegrams 1960-1961
3.1.1.4.4 Telegrams 1961
3.1.1.4.5 Telegrams 1962
3.1.1.4.6 Telegrams 1963
3.1.1.4.7 Report of Presidential Task Force on Portuguese African territories 1961
3.1.1.5 The L.B. Johnson administration (1964-1968), 15 files
3.1.1.6 The Nixon administration (1969-1974), 5 files
3.1.1.7 The Ford administration, 5 files
3.1.1.8 The Carter administration, 1 file
3.1.1.9 The Henry Kissinger (Secretary of State) papers, 7 files
3.1.1.9.1 Telecoms 1970
3.1.1.9.2 Telecoms 1974
3.1.1.9.3 Telecoms 1975
3.1.1.9.4 Telecoms 1976
3.1.1.9.5 Memoranda 1969-1971
3.1.1.9.6 Articles
3.1.1.9.7 General

3.1.2        Country files

3.1.2.1  Angola
3.1.2.1.1 Department of Foreign Affairs Incoming Correspondence relating to Angola
3.1.2.1.1.1 1972, 1 file
3.1.2.1.1.2 1973, 1 file
3.1.2.1.1.3 1974, 1 file
3.1.2.1.1.4 1975, 1 file
3.1.2.1.1.5 1961-1971, 1 file
3.1.2.1.1.6 1976, 4 files
3.1.2.1.1.7 1978, 2 files
3.1.2.1.2 Department of Foreign Affairs Outgoing Correspondence (1961-1976), 1 file
3.1.2.1.3 US National Security Council documents (1975-1976), 1 file
3.1.2.1.4 US State Department documents (1974-1975), 1 file
3.1.2.1.5 CIA involvement in Angola, 3 files
3.1.2.1.6 SA Consulate (Luanda) reports (1971-1974), 1 file
3.1.2.1.7 SADF military campaigns in Angola, 2 files

3.1.2.2  Mozambique
3.1.2.2.1 Death of Samora Michel, 1 file
3.1.2.2.2 Newsletter on Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (1986-1987), 1 file
3.1.2.2.3 Gorongosa documents (extracts), 1 file



3.1.2.3  Namibia
3.1.2.3.1 UN documents relating to Namibia (1979-1980), 1 file
3.1.2.3.2 US government documents on Namibia, 4 files
3.1.2.3.3 Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
3.1.2.3.3.1 Resolution 435, 1 file
3.1.2.3.3.2 “This week in Namibia” (1989-1990), 1 file
3.1.2.3.4 General

3.1.2.4 South Africa
3.1.2.4.1 US Government docs relating to South Africa (1969-1973), 1 file
3.1.2.4.2 Military Attaché, Washington, reports (1975-1977), 1 file

3.1.2.5 Rhodesia
3.1.2.5.1 US Government docs relating to Rhodesia (1965-1973), 1 file

3.1.2.6 Zambia
3.1.2.6.1 US Government documents relating to Zambia (1964-1971), 1 file

3.1.2.7 Africa general
3.1.2.7.1 US Government documents relating to Africa in general (1969-1976), 1 file
3.1.2.7.2 Cuba’s policies in Africa 1959-1980, 1 file

3.2              Democracy and governance issues in South Africa

3.2.1 Demarcation of ward boundaries
3.2.1.1 Kalahari District, 1 file
3.2.1.2 Western Cape, 2 files
3.2.1.3 Northern Cape, 1 file
3.2.1.4 Northern Province, 1 file
3.2.1.5 Judgment in Constitutional Court Case 15/99 which challenged certain provisions of the 

Local Government: Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1998.(1999), 1 file

3.2.1.6 General material on demarcations, 4 files

3.2.2        Public service
3.2.2.1 Collective agreements of Public Service Coordinating Bargaining Council (1991), 1 file

3.2.2.2 Public Service Baseline Implementation Plan (1999), 1 file

3.2.3 Local government and election issues
3.2.3.1 Minutes of Provincial and Local Government Portfolio Committee meetings, June 2000, 1 

file
3.2.3.2 Newsletter: SA Local Government Briefing, 1999, 1 file
3.2.3.3 White Paper on Local Government (1998), 1 file
3.2.3.4 Green Paper on Local Government(1997), 1 file
3.2.3.5 Report: Co-operative government and North West Province (1997), 1 file
3.2.3.6 Electioneering issues
3.2.3.6.1 White paper on local government meeting to address issues for municipal elections 

(1997), 1 file



3.2.3.6.2 1994 General Election results
3.2.3.6.3 General election issues
3.2.3.7 Traditional leaders
3.2.3.8 Socio-economic Reconstruction and Development (SERD) issues, 1 file
3.2.3.9 General, 3 files

3.2.4 National Government issues
3.2.4.1 Budgetary process 1995-1997, 1 file
3.2.4.2 Presidential Review Commission, 2 boxes

3.2.5        South African Defence Force
3.2.5.1 Arms embargo, 1 file
3.2.5.2 Suspected SA/Israeli nuclear test (979-1980), 1 file
3.2.5.3 Interviews with SADF personnel, 1 file
3.2.5.4 Reports relating to Foreign military attaches, 1 file

3.2.6 Freedom of Information
3.2.6.1 Dealings with South African History Archive (2004-2005)

3.2.7 The Schmidsdrift SAN
3.2.7.1 Articles, 1 file
3.2.7.2 General, 1 file
3.2.7.3 Press clips, 1 file

4 ORGANISATIONS

4.1 Institute for Global Dialogue (2003), 1 file
4.2 IDASA newsletter “Budget Watch” (1999-2000), 1 file
4.3 Lawyers for Human Rights (1992-1993), 1 file
4.4 Centre for Policy Studies newsletters, 1999, 1 file
4.5 Centre for Development and Enterprise, 1 file
4.6 Society for Historians of American Foreign Policy (2003-2005), 2 files

5 CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

5.1              The Classification and Declassification Review Committee (2003), 1 file
5.5              SERD workshop (1993), 1 file
5.3 Regional Conference on Development for Africa’s SAN populations, 1993, 1 file
5.4 Symposium: “What has the IMF in store for SA?”  (1991), 1 file

6 COMMISSIONS OF ENQUIRY

6.1 The Tebbutt Commission of Enquiry into the incidents that led to the violence in 
Bophutatswana (1998). Report in 2 volumes, 3 files

6.2 The Skweyiya Inquiry into corrupt practices in government departments, 3 files
6.3 Inquiry into Lukas Mangope (1998), 2 files



6.4 Motimele Inquiry into irregularities in the administration of North West Province (1996), 1 
file

7 MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES

7.1 “Openness and the CIA” by W. Kimball (2000)
7.2 “CIA blocks history’s access to briefings” by Vernon Loeb (2001)
7.3 Statements by CIA Historical Review Panel, 2003
7.4 Oral History Roundtable: The role of national security advisors (1999)
7.5 “Systems theory and diplomatic history” by Robert Jervis (1978)
7.6 “Southern Africa and the United Nations: The State Department Responds” by R. Giardina 

(1971)
7.7 “Interviewing foreign policy makers” by R. Giardina (1970)
7.8 “Africa and the United Nations” by R. Giardina
7.9 “External and domestic sources of foreign policy ambiguity: South African foreign policy 

and the projection of pluralist middle power” by P. Bischoff (2003)

7.1 “Pivot, puppet, or periphery: The Cold War and SA” by Peter Vale (2003)
7.11 “Public opinion and the Consolidation of Democracy in South Africa: An initial review of 

key findings of the Southern African Democracy Barometer” (2000)
7.12 “The RSA and the Southern Hemisphere: Political and military strategies” by Adm. H. 

Biermann (1972)
7.13 “Facing up to the future” by Andre du Toit (1972)
7.14 “The October War and US policy” by William Burr (2003)
7.15 “From peacekeeping to peace building” by Rocky Williams
7.16 “Acclimatization, Adaptation, Assertion in a time of institutional change: The ANC’s 

Parliamentary Party, 1994-1996 by R. Calland (1996)
7.17 “Die afskrikkingskrag van kernwapens” by L. Barnard (1977)
7.18 “Angola in die internasionale magskonstellasie” by L. Barnard (1977)
7.19 “The international thrusts of South Africa’s ‘Total National Strategy’” by J. Roherty (1984)

7.2 “On managing the security power base in South Africa” by J. Roherty (1984)
7.21 “Beyond Limpopo and Zambesi: South Africa’s strategic horizons” by J. Roherty (1982)

7.22 “The United States and South Africa: Towards strategic partnership” by J. Roherty (1984)

7.23 “Moscow and the Angolan crisis, 1974-1976” by Odd Arne Westad
7.24 “Cuba as superpower” by Jorge Dominquez
7.25 Occasional Paper: “Continuity and change in South Africa’s present and future foreign 

policy” by G. Evans (SAIIA) 1 file
7.26 7.101      Occasional paper: A Time for Greatness” by Margaret Thatcher (SAIIA) 1 file

7.27 7.105      Occasional Paper: “Beyond the barracks: Reflections on the role of the SADF in 
the region”, by Andre du Pisani (SAIIA) 1 file

7.28 Occasional paper: “Peacemaking in Southern Africa” by William Lacy Swing (SAIIA) 1 file

7.29 Occasional paper: “The UNTAG experience in Namibia – First phase” by Cedric Thornberry 
(SAIIA) 1 file



8 PUBLICATIONS

8.1 Indicator SA 1995, 1 file
8.2 Auditor-General’s reports 1997-2000, 1 file
8.3 Public Service Review Report 1999-2000 (Department of Public Service and 

Administration), 1 file
8.4 Democratic Local Government Elections 2000-2001: A guide for councilors (ABSA), 1 file

8.5 Local government elections in SA: 1995/1996 (Elections Task Group), 1 file
8.6 A handbook for local government 1995 (International Republican Institute), 1 file

8.7 Campaign skills for the new South Africa 1996 (IRI), 1 file
8.8 Local government transition and beyond, by Chris Heymans  1994, 1 file
8.9 Crime and policy in transition, by Mark Shaw 2000 (SAIIA), 1 file
8.1 The National Peace Keeping Force, violence on the East Rand, and public perceptions of 

the NPKF in Katorus, 1994 (HSRC), 1 file
8.11 Violence in South Africa: Commonwealth Observer Mission report, 2 volumes, 1992-1993, 

1 file
8.12 An evaluation of the November 1995 SA local government elections, 1996 (The 

Community Evaluation Group), 1 file
8.13 Report of the Lund Committee on child and family support 1996, 1 file
8.14 Violence in the Vaal: Report by Dutch Violence Observation Mission, 1993, 1 file

8.15 Tango in the Dark: Government and voluntary sector partnership in the new South Africa, 
by Joachim Wehner 1997 (IDASA), 1 file

8.16 The role of equity in inter-governmental relations, by Joachim Wehner 1997 (IDASA), 1 file

8.17 Decrees made by the Joint Administration of Bophuthatswana 1994, 1 file
8.18 Press releases made by the Joint Administration of Bophuthatswana 1994, 1 file
8.19  Minutes of meetings of the Joint Administration of Bophuthatswana 1994, 1 file

8.2 Report made by the Joint Administration of Bophuthatswana to the North West legislature 
1994, 1 file

8.21 South African Defence Review 11/1993, 1 file
8.22 Parliamentary Whip 1997, 1 file
8.23 African Insight 2000, 1 file
8.24 Track Two 1996-2002, 1 file
8.25 Work in Progress 1994, 1 file
8.26 Conflict Trends 1999, 1 file
8.27 The Bafokeng, 1 file
8.28 African Index 1978-1982, 1 file
8.29 Africa Notes 1982-1986, 1 file
8.3 The collective Defense of Democracy 1999 (Carnegie Corporation), 1 file
8.31 Promoting democracy in the 1990s, 1995 (Carnegie Corporation), 1 file
8.32 A house no longer divided 1997 (Carnegie Corporation), 1 file
8.33 Frontiers of Freedom 1998,  1 file
8.34 Public opinion Service Reports 1998, 1 file
8.35 Grasping the prickly pear: The Bophuthatswana story, 1 file
8.36 TRAC, 1 file
8.36.1 Braklaagte’s struggle against incorporation



8.36.2 TRAC Annual Report 1998
8.37 The Simonstown Agreement, by J Christie, 1970 (The Africa Bureau), 1 file
8.38 South Africa’s stake in Britain by Barbara Rogers 1971 (The Africa Bureau)
8.39 What do you think? A survey on white opinions on foreign policy issues, by Deon 

Geldenhuys (SAIIA)

9 PHOTOGRAPHS

9.1-5 Photographs of the 1988 Bophuthatswana coup at the   Independence Stadium, 
Mmabatho

9.6 Photograph of children pumping water at a public well in Phokeng village 
9.7 President Mangope’s vehicle at the independence stadium post 1988
9.8 Lawrence Mahila –Coup spokesman who was imprisoned until 1991 and released after a 

longer strike 
9.9 Rocky Malebana Metsing –the opposition leader who was allegedly handed temporary 

presidency during the 1998 coup
9.1 President Lucas Mangope, with SA ambassador in Mmabatho 1981
9.11-12 Chief L.M. Mangope and the new commander -in-law inspects troops of the National 

Guard at the handing over ceremony of South Africa to Bophuthatswana military base Dec 
1977

9.13-14 President of Bophuthatswana , Chief L.Mangope,Leah Mangope and minister of Bantu 
administration  Mr. M.C. Botha (right)and aPortrait of Chief Lucas Mangope

9.15 Students at  Braaklaagte school,
9.16 Bophuthatswana house, Holland Park, London
9.17 -23 President Mangope and his wife Leah Gabonthone, Kwena and Eddie Mangope, 
9.24 President Mangope‘s 70th birthday party
9.25 Rowan Cronje –Mangope’s advisor and holder of several cabinet positions
9.26 President Mangope and Archbishop Desmond Tutu
9.27 Dr T. van der Walt, the new South African Ambassador with President Mangope and 

Cronje
9.28-29  President Lucas Mangope and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi
9.3 Rowan Cronje as a minister of defense and Brigadier Jack Turner, commanding officer of 

the Bophuthatswana defense force.
9.31 United Christian Democratic Party campaigns in October 1995 to prepare for the 

November local government elections
9.32-33 Mr. Keikelame, Rowan Cronje, Molatlhwa , Mr. Mothiba and Mr. Nkau
9.34-35 President Mangope and Sol Kerzner at the opening of the Lost City at Sun City
9.36 Unknown 
9.37 Barolong /Rooigrond- January 1991
9.38-39 Brigadier Jack Turner,Thomas Setiloane, Garry Dixon (advisor to Mangope) and Antonie 

Geldenhys (chair national peace sec)
AND

9.1.1 -1.3              Bophuthatswana Government workers, protesting at Ga-rona buildings
9.1.4 -1.16 Violence in Bophuthatswana, which led to the collapse of the Bophuthatswana 

government in March 1994
9.1.17 The town of Thaba-Nchu after the civil unrest in Bophuthatswana 
9.2.1 Popo Molefe –Premier of North West province giving a speech at an ANC provincial 

congress held in Mmabatho in 1995



9.2.2 Popo Molefe and Cyril Ramaphosa at Mmabatho Independence stadium, on youth day 16 
June 2005 

9.2.3 Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and Premier Popo Molefe at an ANC Provincial Congress 
1995

9.2.4-2.7 Premier Molefe, and S. Sisulu, University of North West’s Vice Chancellor Prof John 
Melamu.

9.2.9 - 2.13            Launch of the presidential water project in Moretele Popo Molefe, President Mandela and 
MEC Zachariah, Kader Asmal,

9.2.14-17 Winterveld water project scheme, Popo Molefe and Kader Asmal
9.2.18-19 Advocate Lewis Skweiya presenting a commission’s summary of the annual report to the 

Mr. Zachariah Tolo (left) and Mr. Darkey Africa. October 1999
9.2.20 Mr. Job Mokgoro

10 MISCELLANEOUS COMPUTER AND VIDEO DISKS 

VCR disk labelled “Angola Parts 1, 2, 3” and unexamined computer disks.
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