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INTRODUCTION

This collection comprises the records of some of the land companies within the massive Schlesinger 
organisation, with the focus, through sheer volume, being on Zebediela Citrus Estate.

Numerous problems arose when trying to devise a cataloguing system: on the one hand were the 
citrus estates themselves and on the other, their financial underpinning of the real estate and 
investment companies that formed part of the Schlesinger Organisation. This was further complicated 
by the mergers, purchases and liquidations of the holding companies.

Was one then to organise the material in terms of holding company - African Realty Trust, African 
Irrigated Land Company and so on - or citrus estate? While Zebediela was obviously the focus of the 
collection, it could equally have been catalogued as merely one of the larger African Realty Trust 
concerns.
A compromise was therefore struck between chronological and substantive coherence and 
commercial accuracy. Thus sections A-C are concerned primarily with Citriculture, and are classified 
according to estate - Zebediela, Letaba and Nuden respectively. By 1962, Muden, Letaba and Zebediela 
had all been consolidated Into one company - Consolidated Citrus Estates, and thus form section D.

There is an artificial distinction between Sections A and E - Zebediela and African Realty Trust, 
respectively; however, in the interests of coherence, this was felt to he justifiable.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

"Zebediela" derives from a corruption of the name given to Mamukebe, an Ndebele chief, whose 
diplomatic skills in the mid-19th century Northern Transvaal earned him the apellation "Mabediela" - 
the one who pacifies.
In the Sekukuni War of 1852 waged by the South African Republic against the Pedi, Zebediela supplied 
a contingent of four hundred auxiliaries in addition to furnishing supplies of corn and cattle. In return 
for this show of loyalty, Zebediela's clan were exempted from taxation for a while, and in 1885, a 
location was beaconed off by the Z.A.R. for them.

In 1917 a massive tract of land adjacent to Zebediela's location was purchased by African Realty Trust, 
a company incarnate as I.W.Schlesinger; Schlesinger (1871-1949): financier, entrepreneur, founder of' 
what was to become the South African Censorship Board, one-time employer of A.W.G. Champion and 
a benefactor of the University of the Witwatersrand. Originally from the Bowery in New York, 
Schlesinger came to South Africa in 1902 as an extremely successful Insurance broker. 

The following year he launched the African Realty Trust and with the proceeds of land sales in Orange 
Grove, Killarney, Parkhurst. and Marlboro, he established the African Life Assurance Society in 1904. By 
1905 he had bought out J.B.Robinson's South African Bank, developing it into the Colonial Banking and 
Trust Company to which in 1911 was added the African Guarantee and Indemnity Company. With a 
base secure in banking, property and finance, Schlesinger began to diversify his business interests. In 
the entertainment field, he set up African Consolidated Theatres and African Film Productions Limited, 
the latter producing the weekly 'African Mirror' - the world's second oldest newsreel. The South 
African Broadcasting Corporation itself derives from a chain of radio stations sponsored by Schlesinger 
in the mid-1920's. Afamal, to name another Schlesinger enterprise, claimed for many year's to he the 
largest advertising agency outside Britain and the U.S.A.



One of Schlesinger's more ambitious schemes was the establishment of Zebediela Citrus Estate. 
Purchased in 1917, development of the estate began immediately with bush-clearing projects, dam 
building and soil preparation; the first trees were planted in 1918 and within a decade, nine square 
miles of orange trees had been planted, the fruit of which was already entering the export market.

Schlesinger's agents were mandated to invite investors locally and overseas to finance the scheme by 
purchasing 5-acre stands and leaving the company to take responsibility and a commission for 
producing the crop. Various marketing techniques were used, with U U. Robins-Browne, Schlesinger's 
man in Singapore, apparently appealing to the colonial mentality in his claim that 'The native of South 
Africa is a very fine specimen of a servant., being, big, healthy and strong. They cost about: £3 per 
month.'
The three thousand black workers at Zebediela were, however, paid considerably less. In 1879 the 
Native Commissioner for the district reported that '[Zebediela's] people are rich and well-to-do - an 
none of his young men will work elsewhere than at the 'Diamond fields' - where they 'earn high wages' 
.
However, by the early twentieth century, much had changed. The diamond fields were no longer such 
an attractive option, and the Estate's management reported that the supply of labour on the estate 
was plentiful, and prepared to accept a wage of roughly 25/- per month, excluding provisions. In the 
1930's however, the South African economy moved from a period of depression to one of rapid 
development, with the demand and competition for labour increasing accordingly as migrants sought: 
the more favourable labour markets of the Witwatersrand. The shortage of labour at Zebediela 
became acute.
The management of Zebediela was now obliged to recruit labour further afield through the established 
recruiting agencies operating from Messina, the Mozambican border, and across the Limpopo. Thus 
from the mid-1930's, the bulk of Zebediela's labour was drawn from Nyasaland, Portuguese East Africa 
and Northern Rhodesia. This provided no longterm solution to the labour shortage, as desertion rates 
were high; in the opinion of A.R.van Blerk, Estate Secretary, 'The northern native, after his rough trek 
through the African jungle, could not settle to steady rural routine and was an easy prey to the lures of 
the not too scrupulous operators in the labour racket of some 30,000 extra-Union Africans recruited, 
at the rate of 2300 n year over 1:1 years, only 40% remained to serve their contracted time'. (3)

This high rate of desertion was, however, not an unreasonable response to the onerous work, low 
wages and poor living conditions which obtained at the estate. Indeed, a managerial report recorded 
the opinion of a Department of Native Affairs Representative in the late 1930's who 'condemned our 
old compounds as uncomfortable, insanitary and likely to become a disgrace if ever we had a serious 
outbreak of disease. Against this it was agreed that the raw native labourer is naturally dirty and 
prefers the squalor of a wattle and daub hut to a brick and iron-roofed building'.

Fortunately this attitude did not persist. In the 1940's, much effort was expended in devising living 
conditions compatible with labour stabilisation and economic rationality. Particularly valuable was the 
input of P.J.Quin, Director of the estate from 1936 to 1965, an outspoken opponent of 'the de-
Africanising of the African', and a person highly regarded by the Nationalist government. On the basis 
of the findings of Quin's sociological study of the Bapedi, the accommodation and diet of Black 
workers on the estate were improved considerably.

It has been argued that Zebediela constituted something of a prototype for rural industry in South 
Africa. Indeed, its receptivity to industrial and mechanical advances - facilitated by the immense 
financial strength of the Schlesinger Organisation - was exceptional.
For many years the estate relied on white female seasonal labour, employed as packers and graders 
during the annual packing season; drawn largely from the local community these women, aged 
between 16 and 45, were accommodated within the benevolent confines of a hostel in which the 
virtues of thrift, propriety and Christianity were encouraged. It is interesting to note that recruiting 
officers of the Union Defence Force during the Second World War were advised that their cause was 
unlikely to be met with enthusiasm at Zebediela, as over 80% of the women did not support the 
government's stance vis-a-vis the war.



In the mid 1950's, economic rationality dictated that a transition be made from white to black seasonal 
female labour, a development which contradicted earlier racist assertions that black women were 
incompetent in that capacity. Nonetheless, the transition coincided with a major survey of labour 
relations and arrangements conducted by a consultancy, Bedaux Company of Africa, which resulted in 
the adoption of a sophisticated labour programme based on the principles of Taylorism.

Unfortunately, few records remain to document events at Zebediela beyond the early 1960's. 
Zebediela then fell within Lebowa, having been taken over by the South African Bantu Trust in the mid 
1970's. The latter, in turn handed it over to the Bantu Investment Corporation in 1976 for the sum of 
R1.2 million.
Other records in this collection document, in bare outline, developments in other land companies 
owned by the Schlesinger Organisation.
Letaba Estates was an enterprise similar to Zebediela, although run on a smaller scale. Originally 
intended a settlement scheme for ex-servicemen after World War I, the incidence of malaria and 
snakes and the estate's general isolation apparently dissuaded immigrants from settling there 
permanently. Schlesinger's involvement in the estate in this period, the 1920's, is unclear; the estate 
was laid out by United Fruit and Citrus Farms Ltd, a company owned by the Investment Corporation of 
Africa Ltd, after the former owners, Messrs Judas and Gluckman, had incurred large debts with the 
Colonial Bank. Letaba Estates came under overt Schlesinger control in March 1931.

An adjacent farm, Beaconsfield, was purchased from the owners of Valencia Estates, the Foy family, in 
1939.
In 1953 ownership of Letaba was transferred from Letaba Estates Ltd, to another Schlesinger holding 
company, the African Irrigated Land Company Ltd (AILCO). Established in 1923, AILCO had been 
concerned with managing Kendrew Estate, a somewhat unsuccessful venture in the Graaff-Reinet 
district, where irrigation problems effectively prevented the proposed citrus cultivation scheme from 
succeeding.
In 1967, Consolidated Citrus Estates (CCE) took over the management of Letaba and Zebediela from 
AILCO and African Realty Trust (ART) respectively, with the effect of concentrating all citrus production 
under one company. Valencia Estates, adjacent to Letaba, joined the fold in 1965.

CCE had, meanwhile, been running a citrus estate at Muden, in Natal, since 1957. This enterprise had 
been founded in 1917 as Golden Valley Citrus Estates; for various reasons, primarily recurrent labour 
shortages and its situation in the Midlands' hail belt, the farm was not a financial success and thus in 
1944 Golden Valley went into voluntary liquidation.

Muden was then bought by the Pan African Land Company, a Schlesinger subsidiary which managed 
the farm until it was taken over by African Canning and Packing Company (ACPC) in about 1950.

ACPC, a Port Elizabeth-based canning factory (and the major shareholder in AILCO) dated back to 1921 
when it was established to service Schlesinger's interests in several large pineapple plantations near 
Grahamstown at Langholm Estates - another ART project.
Subsequent developments within the Schlesinger Organisation are barely alluded to. It seems that ART 
sold out to African Consolidated Investment Corporation, a body closely allied to the two major 
property holding companies Townsview Investments (Pty) Ltd, and SOREC - Schlesinger Organisation 
Real Estate Corporation.
One body which remains enigmatic is the Native Farmers Association of Africa. Formed in 1912 by one 
of the founders of the African National Congress, Pixley ka Isaka Seme, the company was originally 
floated to enable Africans to buy land before the passage of the Native Land Act of 1913.Within 
months the company ran into financial difficulties, and was obliged to accept a partnership with 
Schlesinger, an arrangement which was to benefit Schlesinger greatly.

It was this Association which purchased, amongst others, the farms Daggakraal and Driefontein which 
later became the object of the Nationalist government's resettlement policy.



During the 1960's, Schlesinger's insurance arm, African Eagle and Guarantee Life, expanded rapidly; 
presumably it was this fact which attracted the attentions of the Anglo American Corporation. In 1974 
Rand Selection, a subsidiary of Anglo American, bought John Schlesinger's controlling share in the 
Schlesinger Organisation. Included in the deal were such money spinners as Western Bank (later 
trading as Wesbank, a Barclays Bank enterprise) and Soroc and Townsview, later amalgamated with 
Amaprop.
Little remains of the Schlesinger Empire in South Africa today. Mandy Morons, Chief Executive of 
Schlesingers from the mid 1960's, resigned in favour of Gavin Relly in 1975 to concentrate on the 
development of Schlesinger European Investments, a new comglomerate based in London. At the last 
count, Rand Selection had a stake of 40% in SEI; by now, it is probably considerably more (sic).

NB.  SCHEMATIC DIAGRAM OF "SCHLESINGER ORGANISAION" IS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS PUBLISHED 
COPY.

FOOTNOTES
1 Rangoon Gazette, 11 May 1927
2 S.N.I
3 Farmers Weekly, 1 June 1958
4 A.R. Van Blerk, 'Labour Report', 1953

CLASSIFICATION

A ZEBEDIELA
Aa Weekly and quarterly reports and synopses of estate activities
Ab Labour
Ac Citriculture
Ad General Estate Administration
Ae Zebediela Plotholders' Association
Af Zebediela Co-operative Company Ltd

B LETABA
Ba African Irrigated Land Company Ltd: Records
Bb Kendrew Estates
Bc Letaba Estates
Bd Beaconsfield

C MUDEN
Ca Golden Valley Citrus Estates
Cb Pan African Land Company
Cc African Canning and Packing Corporation Ltd

D CONSOLIDATED CITRUS ESTATES
Da Muden Estates
Db Letaba Estates
Dc Valencia Estates
Dd Combined Records:Zebediela, Letaba, Beaconsfield and Muden

E AFRICAN REALTY TRUST
Ea Company Records
Eb ART Properties
Ec Contracts of Agency
Ed Associated Companies

F SCHLESINGER ORGANISATION AND RELATED COMPANIES
Fa African Consolidated Investment.
Fb African Film Productions Ltd
Fc Colonial Banking and Trust Company of Africa Ltd



Fd Fox Theatres S.A. (Pty) Ltd
Fe Johannesburg Estate Company
Ff Native Farmers' Association of Africa Ltd
Fg Scylla and Charybdis Investments (Pty) Ltd
Fh Whitehall Court
Fi Miscellaneous 
Fj Rhodeshall Company Ltd.
Fk African Caterers 
Fl Land Companies

G NEWSCLIPPINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
Ga Newsclippings
Gb Photographs  
Gc Certificate  
'X' Unboxed volume, shelved separately  

COLLECTION

A ZEBEDIELA

AA REPORTS:WEEKLY AND QUARTERLY SYNOPSES OF GENERAL ACTIVITIES AT ZEBEDIELA
Aa1 Weekly Management Committee Reports

Oct.1930-Aug.1931.
Aa2 Weekly Manager's and Secretary's reports: Incomplete

1936; 1938-1941; 1943.
Aa3 Addenda and memoranda related to weekly reports

1942-1967.
Aa4 Manager's Quarterly Reports: Incomplete

1936-1941.
Aa5 Notes on General Manager's Visits

Dec.1945; Mar.1946.
Aa6 Weekly Records:

1958-1959.

Ab LABOUR RECORDS
Aba1 Correspondence between Bedaux Company for Africa (Ltd) and Zebediela Estates regarding, 'The 

Development of the Management Function' and other schemes. 1950-1956.

Aba2 Bedaux Reports: 'Report on Bedaux Survey', 1956.
Appendices to Report on Bedaux Survey

Aba3 Bedaux Reports: Pocketing of Oranges
Handling of Materials in the General Stores
Appendix to Report No.3
Repair and Utilisation of Lug-boxes
Lid Making for Export Cases
Fabricatalon of Lug-boxes
Packhouse Report.

Aba4 Bedaux Reports: Bedaux Control Method for the Packhouse
Fabrication of Lug Boxes (new type)
Reference Period
Packhouse Report: 2nd Part..

Aba5 Bedaux Reports: Report on Work in Orchard
Synopsis of Study Work.

Abb African Labour
Abb1 Recruitment: General overview of labour requirements, problems with recruitment and farm labour 

problems in general. 1936-1958.
Abb2 Recruitment: details of recruiting depots; expenses; agreement entered into between Tshekedi Khama 

and a recruiting company providing for a recruitment bane. 1939-1953.



Abb3 Correspondence between P.J.Quin, Director of Zebediela Estates, and Capt.C.W.Martin, a labour 
recruiter. 1941.

Abb4 Weekly diary entries of C.W.Martin, Apr,May 1941.
Abb5 Munichshausen farm: deed of sale to A.R.T., to be used as a recruiting base; contract between A.R.T. 

and P.J.L.van der Merwe, a labour recruiter; papers relating to the farm Tovey, likewise a 'half-way
house' for foreign workers. 1944-1955.

Abel Foreign Workers : Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia; Tanganyika
Correspondence between Zebediela officials and the Nyasaland Government Representative and 
Northern Rhodesia Labour Officer; and the member for Social Services, Dar es Salaam. 1939-1955.

Abc2 Foreign Workers: statistics 1956-1963
Abc3 Mozambican passport applications 1946-1963
Abc4 High Commission Territory Labour: 1949
Abc5 Repatriation of foreign workers 1962
AbcG Desertions 1950-1963

Abd General Labour Administration
Abd1 Time keeping: explains the Estate's worker registration system, pay, shift and work distribution 

schemes. 1933-1941
Abd2 Contract Sheets: Includes relevant sections of the Master and Servants Act of IMMO; and standard 

contract forms. 1939-1941.
Abda Taxes: Memoranda, taxation stop-orders and tax receipts. 1955-3961
Abd4 Reference Hooka: Government circular Instruction concerning the issuing of reference books. 1958.

Abd5 Pensions: provision of pensions for certain workers, 1959.
Abd6 Daily Labour Records Feb-May 1961
Abd7 Testimonials and travel passes 1950-1955.
Abd8 Written job applications 1939-1963.
Abd9 Wages: brief overview of African wage structure, 1931-1962.
Abd10 Unclaimed deserters' wages 1944-1949.
Abd11 Job Number List: detailed job descriptions, 1955.

Abe Health
Abe1 i. Accidents: Initial reports 1939-1951

ii.Accidents: Initial reports 1949-1964
Abe2 Accidents: finalised reports 1956-1963
Abe3 Zebediela Native Hospital: intake, costs and general administration 1939-1948.
Abe4 Zebediela Health: General; details of a trachoma survey, 1955; various memoranda, 1955-1962.

Abc5 Groothook Mission Hospital
Abe5.1 Records of ''Zebediela African patients treated, 1945-1957.
Abe5.2 Correspondence with Zebediela officials, 1957-1963.
Abeb.3 Groothook Hospital: Management meetings: minutes. 1945-1955.
Abe5.4 Financial reports 1956-1958

Annual reports 1957-1962.
Abe5.5 Memoranda relating to the Mobile X-ray and Tuberculosis Units, 1954-1955.
Abe5.6 i-viii. Weekly records of Zebediela African patients 1955-1962.
Abe6 i-vi. Death notices 1939-1950; 1956-1963.
Abe7 Parathion poisoning: documentation relating to instances in California and at Zebediela. 1949-1955.

Abf Nutrition
Abf1.1 Nutrition: daily rations and food orders for African workers.

Includes a comparison of nutrition on the mines. 194 -1963.
Abf1.2 Nutrition: food costs. 1943-1950.
Abf2 Correspondence pertaining to P.J.Quin's Ph.D. thesis on Bapedi foods. 1949-1963.
Abf3 Minutes of the National Nutrition Council 1955-1959.



Abf4 i-vi National Nutrition Council: Circulars and pamphlets; includes a report. on 'The nutrition of the 
Bantu in Industry (1956); Instructions for the preparation of Jabula beer, with a list of the industrial 
enterprises the company supplied; summary of a dietary questionnaire which provides information on 
the food
production potential of various ethnic communities In the Transvaal, 1955-1960.

Abg1 African Female Labour
Abg1 Wages, uniforms and food containers. 1953-1956.
Abg2 Extra union African women, 1954.

Labour statistics, 1961-1963.

Abh Social Welfare
Abh1 Compound reports, giving a breakdown of African families living at Zebediela , 1950.
Abh2 i-ii Clinic reports 1955-19
Abh3.1 Education: Zebediela School, 1943-1955. 'For illustrations, sec the booklet 'Zebediela', Ad281.

Abh3.2 Proposed educational film service, 1948-1950.
Abh3.3 Application for educational assistance for Lucas Mphahlele, and subsequent correspondence. 1968-

1963.
Abh4 Missions and Recreation 1939-1963
Abh5 International Library of African Music: correspondence between Hugh Tracey and the Schlesinger 

Organisation; circulars. 1956-1959

Abi Native Affairs
i-iv. Includes correspondence with the Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesian Labour Office; memoranda 
on trends in the supply of labour; reactions to the Froneman Commission of 1961; general 
administration - identification certificates, temporary passes, transfer of Labourers, etc. 1950-1963.

Abj White Female Seasonal Labour
Ahj1 Packers and Graders: Includes memoranda on employment of packers during slack periods; requests 

for testimonials; enquiries about under-age employees; publicity brochures etc. 1940-1955.

Ahj2 Graders and packers wages 1937-19h4.
Abj3 Accidents involving packers and graders 1952-1956.
Ab j4 Attempted recruitment of female employees by the Union Defence Force, 1942.
Abj5 Girls' Hostel: running expenses; menus; rules; recreation facilities 1933-1954.

Abk Permanent European Emoloyees
Abk1 European staff: names, retrenchments; salaries.
Abk2 Registers of employees: names, addresses and nature of employment, comments on general conduct.

i. 1923-1936
ii-v 1938-1954

Abk3 i-iii White Wages 1933; 1938-1955
Abk3 iv-xxv Folio Note Books of White Wages
Abk31v White wages; Girls' Hostel stores; discharged employees, Jan.1926-Sep.1928.
Abk3v White wages Jun.1930-May 1931
Abk3vi Jul.1931-Aug.1932
Abk3vii Aug.1932-Jan.1934
Abk3viii 1933-1940
Abk3ix Feb.1934-Dec.1935
Abk3x Jan.1936-Jun.1937
Abk3xi Jul.1037-Aug.1938
Abk3xli Srp.1938-Jun.1939
Abk3xili Jul..1939-Apr.1940
Abk3xiv Packers' pay roll Aug.1938-Dct.1939
Abk3xv White wages May 1940-,1an.1941
Abk3xvl Feb.1941-Sep.1941



Abk3xvli Oct.1941-May 1942
Abk3xvlii Jun.1942-Feb.1943
Abk3xix Sundry employees;deductions Oct.1943-Mar.1944
Abk3xx White wages Oct.1943-Jul.1944
Abk3xxi Aug.1944-Jun.1945
Abk3xxii Graders' pay roll Mar.1942-Jun.1945
Abk3xxiii Jul.1945-Nov.1949
Abk3xxiv White wagon: Jul.1945-Oct.1945
Abk3xxv Salaries book Jul..1940-Jun.1954
Abk4 Accommodation: Sheridan and Comptes hostels; Comp les flats. 1950-1955
Abkb Christmas Tree': arrangements for the annual children's Christmas party: includes detailed lists of the 

names of white children on the estate. 1940-1954.

Abl Health
Medical Aid and Workers Compensations.

Abl.1 Workers Compensation 1945-1956.
Abl.2i-iii I.W.S.Medical Aid Society 1954-1957, 1960.

Abm Pension Fund
Names and contributions 1955-1963.

Abn Employment  
Unsuccessful employment applications.  

Ac CITRICULTURE
Aca Operations on Zebediela  Estates.
Acal A review of the operations on the Zebediela Estates from October 1927 to August 1929' by Redvers 

J.Blatt, (Manager of Zebediela Estates, 1929). Includes a brief reference to African labour, 1929.

Aca2 Correspondence between P.J.Quin and A.M.Hoyle, Director of the Riverside Citrus Experiment Station, 
California. 1951-1957.

Acb Citrus Plots
Acb1 Dates of planting; number of trees per plot 1929, 1941.
Acb2 Planting, and plot development 1948, 1960.
Acb3 Sub-divided plots 1939,1948.
Acb4 Plot yield records 1948, 1954.
Acc Fertilisers
Acc1 i-iv Includes details of restrictions imposed on excessive removal of kraal manure 1941, 1949, 1952, 

1953, 1955.
Acc2 Krilium for improving agricultural soil structure and erosion control'. Related correspondence, 1952.

Acd Pest Control
Acd1 Comparative studies of various control techniques 1937-1962.
Acd2i-ii Practical measures undertaken at Zebediela 1947-1951.
Acd3 Thrips control 1939-1950.
Acd4 Entomological problems 1944-1955.
Acd5 DDT usage 1951-1956.
Acd61 Fumigation 1940-1952.
Acd6ii Cyanogas shipments 1946-1954.
Acd7 Maturity spraying 1953.
Acd8 Entomologists' Reports: Letaba' - J.M.Conradie 1967.
Ace Picking Costs 1940-1948.
Acf Packhouse
Acf1 Parking: General; includes. job descriptions For the various staff members in the packhouse; 

packhouse discipline; packhouse alterations; Labour and wages; estimates of fruit packed, 1931-1956,

Acf2i-ii Packhouse costs 1938-1960.
Acf3 Packhouse reports 1935; 1940-1942.
Acf4 Packhouse statistics 1941-1953
Acf5 Packhouse equipment 1946-1952.



Acf6 Packhouse- technical and structural developments 1939-1949.
Acf7 Wrapper processing and printing 1955-1956, 1967.
Acg; Fruit Disposal
Acg1 Fruit transport: bulk railings 1939-1963.
Acg2 Fruit transport and S.A.R. truck supplies 1939-1954.
Acg3i-iii Local market prices 1943-1963.
Aeg4 Fruit disposal: Black areas; direct sales 1943-1961.
Acgb Fruit disposal: consignments In the mines 1940-195?.
Acgbi-ii Orange donations 1956-1963.
Acg7 Overseas marketing 1956-1959.
Ach Citrus Board Circulars
Achl Fruit tests and inspection 1947-1956.
Ach2 Citrus Research Committee 1948-1958.
Ach3 i-iii Citrus Board Circularu 1951-1963.
Ach4 Citrus Board Pool Payments 1951-1957.
Ach5 Reports on Overseas Citrus Producers 1958-1959.
Ach6 Reports on Overseas Citrus Trading
Aci Citrus Juice and Byproducts
Acil Orange juice 1939-1959.
Aci2 Orange concentrate 1959.
Aci3 Minute Maid: correspondence 1960-1963.
Aci4 Citrus byproducts
Acj Citrus - Miscellaneous
Acj1 Seville Oranges 1941-1956.
Acj2 Lemons and grapefruit 1959-1960.
Acj3 Navels and Valencias: counts, brands, percentages 1953-1956.
Acj4 Box labels
Acj5 Fruit wrappers
Acj6 Gloves.
Acj7 Imported boxwood.
Acj8 Lugboxes.
Acj9 Picking clippers.
Acjl0 Stapling wire.

Ad GENERAL ESTATE ADMINISTRATION
Ad1 Boundary fence: arrangements for scaling the boundary between Zebediela Estates and Zebediela 

Location 1942-1958.
Ad2 Cement orders 1947-1959
Ad3 Coal orders 1950-1962.
Ad4 i-iii Electrification of Zebediela Estates 1947-1955.

iv Electrification of Letaba 1953.
Ad5 Finances.
Ad5 i Cost analyses 1938, 1942-1943.

ii-iii Expenditure estimates 1943-1963.
iv Standard Bank correspondence 1947-1957.
v Invoices 1952-1958.
vi Cash statements 1956-1964.
vii-viii General ledgers 1918-1944, 1949-1959.

Ad6 Fish: stocking of clams; fishing permits etc. 1947-1965.
Ad7 Guest house: refurbishments, guest lists 1947-1955.
Ad8 Harnesses 1939-1957.
Ad9 Historical Monument: erection of a plaque to commemorate Louis Trichardt's trek through Graafwater 

1947-1951.
Ad10 Estate implements 1944-1948,
Ad11 Insect control. in African quarters 1950.
Ad 12 Insurance.
Ad12 i Fidelity bonds 1939-1959.

ii Fire insurance 1940-1953.
iii Tobacco insurance 1958.



iv Stated benefits, accident policies 1959-1960.
Ad13 Livestock

i Livestock records 1942-1955.
ii-iii Slaughter records 1945-1959.
iv Stock sheets 1957.

Ad14 Local purchasers 1948-1953.
Ad15 Maps of Zebediela n.d.
Ad16 Montle meal and crushed meals 1955-1.963
Ad17 Muden Estate: records

i-ii 1958-1962.
iii Muden labour shortage 1959.
iv Miscellaneous: tree census; Weenen TB hospitals etc. 1957-1961

Ad18 Office equipment 1943-1957.
Ad19 Oil supplies 1943-1983.
Ad20 Oxygen and acetyline supplies 1943-1959.
Ad21 Pan African Land Company: miscellaneous records 1943-1954.
Ad22 Peanut thresher 1948-1950.
Ad23 i-ii Petrol: prices, consumption and rations 1933-1959.
Ad24 Photographs: arrangements and payments 194G-1955.
Ad25 Potgietersrus Municipality: correspondence with Zebediela concerning water supplies 1952-1953.

Ad26 Potgietersrus Regional Development Society 1958.
Ad27 Public address system and music equipment; includes a list of popular music, 1939. 1939-L951.

Ad28 Publicity: news clippings, press statements and magazine articles 1938-1960.
Ad29 i Railways: memorandum of agreement between the Minister of Railways and Harbours and A.R.T.Ltd. 

1925.
ii Light railways; includes a comparison of on site road and railway transportation 1945-1980.

Ad30 i Roads: negotiations between Zebediela Estates and the Potgietersrust Municipality for the tarring of 
the connecting road 1939-195h.
ii Negotiations concerning n regular bus service between Zebediela and Pietersburg 1948-1953.

Ad31 South African Guide Dogs Association: newsletters and annual reports 1956-1966.
Ad32 South African Railways and Harbours: correspondence with Zebediela Estates 1940-1959.
Ad33 Spades and shovels 1941-1955.
Ad34 Telephones 1949-1946.
Ad35 Tractors supplies and suppliers. 1947-1958.
Ad36 i-ii University of the North: minutes of meetings and circulars 1962-1964.
Ad37.1 i Water reports: irrigation notes n.d.

ii-iv irrigation data 1943, 1953, 1954
v-vii Upper Compies Dam records 1949
viii Upper Compies Dam: log book
ix-x Burton Dam records 1953-1969
xi-xii Valley Dam 19h4-1967.

Ad37.2 Average annual rainfall over estate 1904-1966.
Ad37.3 Zebediela Industrial Township water meters 1950.

Ae ZEBEDIELA PLOTHOLDERS ASSOCIATION
Ael Advertisements calling for investments in Zebediela, c.1922-1926.
Ae2 Zebediela: company owned plots, 1938.
Ae3 Zebediela Plotholders' Crop Book 1949-1960.
Ae4 Cheques dispatched 1953-1964.
Ae5 List of Plotholders, 1963.
Ae6 Zebediela Plotholders' Association Ltd: annual reports 1959, 1962, 1963.
Ac7 ZPA: correspondence between B.M.Davis and officials of the PA, 1959-1964.
Ae8 Servitude by C.P.Ackers in favour of A.R.T. granting access over his stand for the railway line, 1931.

Af Zebediela Co-operative Company Ltd: journal, 1926-1938.



B LETABA

Ba African Irrigated Land Company Ltd
Ba1 African Irrigated Land Company Ltd: minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors 1926-1929.

Ba2 A.I.L. Co. Ltd: Allotment: Index: agricultural lots c.1920s.
Ba3 A.I.L. Co. Ltd: share ledger 1923-1950.
Ba4 A.I.L. Co. Ltd: correspondence, includes registration of the company

1923; a breakdown of I.W.Schlesinger's estate, 1950; the commercial
interests and directorships of John S. and S.A.Schlesinger; family
tree of the Schlesinger organisation, 1953-1958; 1923-1965.

Bb Kondrew Estates
Bb1 Kondrew: general administrative correspondence 1930-1966.
Rb2 Kondrew: negotiations regarding the sale of the estate 1949-1953.
Bc Letaba Estates
Bcl Letaba Estates Ltd: schedules of landed property

Letaba Estates Ltd: register of mortgages and debentures c.1931.
Bc2 Letaba Estates Ltd: opening of Cranmer Dam,1956

Letaba Estates Ltd: irrigation schemes, 1956-1950.
Bc3 Auditors' reports 1952, 1955, 1957.
Bc4 White wages 1951-1964.
Bc5 Crop diversification proposals 1947
Bd Beaconsfield
Bd1 Correspondence relating to Beaconsfield's status an a released area 1956-1958.
Bd2 Proposed development, including electrification 1955-1961.
Bd3 Aerial surveys; irrigation scheme; plans of proposed citrus estates 1957-1968.
Bd4 Sale of Beaconsfield to Consolidated Citrus. Estates 1960-1962.

C MUDEN

Ca Golden Valley Citrus Estates
Cal G.V.C.E.:Minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors 1917-1928, 1930-1939, 1939-1944.
Ca2 G.V.C.E.: minutes; of the annual general meetings of shareholders 1940-1944.
Ca3 G.V.C.E. in voluntary liquidation: cash book 1944-1958.
Cad List of shareholders 1917-1944.
Cb Pan African Land Company
Cbl P.A.L.Co.: Sale of land to Dale Brockman 1947-1960.
Cb2 Notebook with dates of board meetings. 1945- 1948
Cc African Canning and Packing Corporation Ltd
Cca ACPC
Ccal i-ii   A.C.P.C.; share transfer register 1921-1955, 1922-1959.
Cca2 List of O.F.S. (Orange Free State?) distribution outlets c.1930-1946.
Ccb Muden
Ccb1 Sale of labour farms 1957.
Ccb2 General correspondence 1951-1957.

D CONSOLIDATED CITRUS ESTATES LTD

Da Muden Estates
Da1 Correspondence with ESCOM regarding servitudes 1960-1967.
Da2 Sale of Muden to Illovo Sugar Estates 1965.
Db Letaba Estates
Dba General
Dba1 Memo on Letaba's historical development.
Dba2 General correspondence 1963-1970.



Dbb Administrative and Technical Data
Dbb1 Cost and profit analyses 1952-1963, 1973.
Dbb2 Crop yields 1963-1968
Dbb3 Irrigation 1962-1968.
Dbb4 Memo on a livestock feeding experiment 196h

Memo on mineral rights 1966.
Dbb5 Fertilisers and pesticides; includes a Declaration on Parathion Treatment 1968-1974.
Dbb6 Proposed granadilla project 1968.
Dbc Labour and Amenities
Dbc1 Social welfare; donations to schools, recreation club 1964-1971.
Dbc2 Hospital and health services 1968-1974.
Dbc3 Food rations 1970-1973.
Dbc4 Letaba Estates Employees Co-operative Trading Society Ltd 1967-1974.
Dbc5 Sundry persons ledger balances 1967.
Dc Valencia Estates
Dc1 Minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors 1930-1942.
Dc2 i-ii Ledgers: 1930-1936, 1937-1950, 1962-1965.
Dd CCE: Zebediela, Letaba, Beaconsfield and Muden
Dd1 i-ix Head office journals 1963 (3 vols), Dec.1965-1971.
Dd2 i-iii Head Office journals for Zebediela 1.963-1970.
Dd3 i-ii Head Office journals for Letaba and Muden Dec.1964-1965.
Dd4 Capital expenditure proposals 1968-1974.
Dd5 Tax return queries 1960-1965.
Dd6 Land Bank loan applications 1968-1973.
Dd7 Summaries of African wages 1963, 1972-1.974.
Dd8 General correspondence 1963-1971.
Dd9 Correspondence re P.J.Quin's retirement; Includes details of his appointment to various committees 

1966-1970.
Dd10 CCE's Durabrite project (a scheme to launch a stainless steel manufacturing enterprise), 1968-1970.

E AFRICAN REALTY TRUST

Ea Finances
Eaal Shares: preference and ordinary 1902-1952.
Eaa2 Share register 1915-1950.
Eaa3 Share Transfer Register 1902-1956.
Eab1 Fully Paid Up Lot Diary 1919-1946.
Eac1. i General Ledger 1902-1904.

ii General Ledger 1930-1948.
iii General Ledger 1940-1948.
iv General Ledger 1964-1968

Eac2 Purchase Journal 1956-1961.
Eac3 Sales Book 1925-1965.
Eac4 Conveyancing Charges Journal
Eac5 Closing entries 1905, 1908, 1909.1906
Eac6 Balance sheets 1906-1913, 1914, 1915, 1916
Eac7 Particulars of Redemption Fund for Orange Grove, Mt. Pleasant, Killarney, Marlboro, Parkhurst 1903-

1910, 1911-1914.
Eac8 Cancelled mortgage bond .1904-1911. 
Eac 9 Valuation of Zebediela, Killaney, Parkhust and Orange Grove Stands (1930)
Eac10 Salaries Book 1954-1974
Eb Art Holdings
Ebal African Realty Trust Building: purchase of Robinson Bank Building, 1905; lease of offices in 

A.R.T.Building.
Ebb Killarney
Ebb1 Certificate of amalgamation of title - re Braamfontein - in fnvour of A.R.T., 1906.
Ebb2 Sale of land in Killarney Co African Film Productions Ltd 1915.



Ebb3 Title deeds.
Ebc Langholm
Ebcl Purchase and related documents, 1916.
Ebc2 Langholm plot sales 1916-1920.
Ebc3 Langholm and Pnrkmore plotholders.
Ebc4 Agreements etc.
Ebd Marlboro
Ebd1 Purchase of the farms Buitendag and Zandfontein 1903.
Ebd2 Title deeds.
Ebc Mount Pleasant
Ebel Legal documents relating to the sale or the farm Buffelsfontein in the Port Elizabeth area 1862-1901.

Ehf Mountain View
Ehf1 Title deed numbers of stands.
Ebf2 Map of the township n.d.
Ebg Orange Grove
Ebgl Deeds of transfer and certificateu of title,1910.
Ebg2 Sale of stands to Polly Sapperstein, 1911.
Ebg3 Sale of stands to the African Guarantee and Indemnity Col.Ltd, 1916.
Ebh Transvaal Automobile Club
Ebhl Renovations 1916.
Ebh2 Deed of sale, 1956.
Ebh3 Agreements, Leases, Etc.
Eb1 Miscellaneous Property Holdings
Ebi1 Purchase of farms Daspoort and Rietfontein 1911

Purchase of farms Planknek 1921.
Ebi2 Options on farms: Rustenburg, Draaifontien, Vaal Rivers Draai, Driehoek, Hartebeesfontein 1912-1913.

Ebi3 Swaziland Concessions. (1912)
Ebj Correspondence with the Johannesburg Municipality
Ebj1 Town Planning and Zoning: Marlboro, Killarney and Orange Grove 1937-1948.
Ehj2 Claim for compensation under the Town Planning Ordinance 1939-1958
Ebj3 Transfers and servitudes 1939-1955.
Ebj4 Assessment: rates; township valuations 1953-1967.
Ebj5 Swazi 
Ebk General
Ebkl  Articles of Association and amendments and related material 1949- 1956.
Ebk2 List of Boards of Directors and Directorships 1961, 1965.
Ebk3 Reply to Emaviru I. Schlesinger, African Reality Trust; 23 Feb.1903 including Company Registration.

Ec Contract and Power of Attorney
Ec1 Contract between ART and P.Richardson, 1903.
Ec2 Power of Attorney for Hyman Kaplan 1910-1913.
Ec3 Agency contract/Power of Attorney for Alexander Sunman, 1920.
Ec4 i Power or Attorney for J.M.Mason 1918

ii Power or Attorney for J.M.Mason 1920
Ec5 Misc. Agreements, Contracts and Mortgages
Ed Associated Companies
Eda i Dolagoa Bay Lands Syndicale Ltd Minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors 1901-1906

ii 1919-1925
Edb African Land Corporation
Edb1 A.L.C. Ltd: Ledger 1909.
Edb2 A.L.C. Ltd: Journal 1912-1919.
Edb3 A.L.C. Ltd: Fully Paid Op Lot Diary 1905-1919.
Edb4 A.L.C. Ltd: Option on the purchase of remaining stands in Mountain View 1912-1913.
Edb5 Redemption figures 1912-1913.
Edb6 Balance sheets  1907, 1909-1913
Edb7 Misc. Financial 



Edc British Land and Investment Agency Ltd
Edc1. Minutes and meetings of the Board of Directors 1924-1928.

Meetings of shareholders 1924-1927.

F SCHLESINGER ORGANISATION:SUBSIDIARIES AND RELATED BOOKS

Fa African Consolidated Investment. Corporation Ltd
Statements of shareholdings, meetings, mortgages and Directors 1960-1970

Fb African Film Productions Ltd
Miscellaneous financial and administrative notices 1925-1964.

Fc1 Colonial Banking and Trust Company of Africa Ltd
Establishment: 1909.

Fc2 Colonial Banking
Minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors, 1964.

Fd Fox Theatres S.A. (Pty) Ltd
General correspondence 1956-1966.

Fe Johannesburg Estate Company Ltd
General correspondence, 1963.

Ff Native Farmers Association of Africa Ltd
Ef1 Minutes of meetings of shareholders [housed in the African Studies Institute, C/o Prof.Charles van 

Onselen).Lost?
Ff2 Journal of Land Sales and Payments: Daggakraal, Driefontein and Vlakplaats 1942-1954. 
Ff3 MemorandumArticles of association.
Fg Scylla and Charybdis Investments (Pty) Ltd

Lease of Old Castle Breweries site 1958-1964.
Fh Whitehall Court

Minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors 1925-193b.
Fi Schlesinger Organisation

Miscellaneous, including Scrapbooks 1954-1959
Fl Land Companies 1959- 1967.

Minutes of Weekly informed meetings of directors held in his Majesty building, Johannesburg.

Fk African Caterers.
Scrapbook 1 item 1956-1963

Fi1 Diversification project. 1968-1970.
Fi2 Miscellaneous administrative correspondence 1963-1970.
Fj Rhodeshall Company Ltd.

Minutes book AGM. 1940 April 16-1953 Jan 15. 1 Vol.

G NEWSCLIPPINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

Ga1 News clippings relating to Zebediela; orange growing; land sales and the opening of the Killarney Golf 
Course.

Ga2 News clippings and newspaper supplements relating to the Schlesinger Organisation's. Golden Jubilee, 
1953.

Gb1 Photograph album (Stored in Media room)
Gb2 Photograph album

Includes photographs of Graaff Reinet. These 79 loose photos are all numbered Gb2 and are stored in 
the filing cabinet in the Media Room.

Gb3 Miscellaneous photographs of Nuden and Zebedieln. 
Stored in Media Room.

Gb4 Schlesinger Organisation, The Directors, 1969. (Stored in Media Room)
Gc Certificate issued to Isidore William Schlesinger by Rand Pioneers dated 8.2.1945. (Pictorial) Stored in 

room 27.
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