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This book presents eloquent and searing
testimony of the communal struggle for
freedom as witnessed and expressed by
South Africans. Their words and images take
us beyond the barricades that keep most of

the media from the heart of the conflict.

“This collection of photographs depicts
one of the longest and bloodiest periods of
political resistance to apartheid, a time of
mass mohilization and brutal repression.
Where did we as photographers find
ourselves in this turbulent landscape? We
witnessed intimately the struggle around
us, hoth the euphoria as the popular
movement gained momentum, and the
tragedy as the state responded violently to
this challenge. Photography took on a
particular significance in this period of our
h istory as it provided irrefutable
documentation of popular resistance and
state brutality. The camera became a voice
for those denied a vote and basic human
rights, and was instrumental | bringing
South African struggle to the international
arena. The state responded by focusing its

attach on the media. The camera was



