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- _ prAR{ 1_87% --

f'ebruary 22nd 1879

Left  Dordreeht in charge of  waggon at  1/4 to 9 a.rn.  to -oroceed to

-uarkly --- ordered to rebirrn back shar:l ordered- to proceed. to

Aliwal ord.er counter-nand.ed., left town for .Dalmitfontein 1/4

past one. Outspanned at  1/2 past 6 at  the stables.

Run the cutter for peaches ar,- Vanzyl. Taken charge of t i^ro

i n v a l i d s ,  P e a c h  &  D e v e l ' n g :  ( 1 ) .
i  t /  . / \  : ' ' )  '

i t i indy night towards ---town --- slept in the veLdt viithout

tents.  Young Jerrner amusing the men with his cecul iar i t ies.  Verv

heavy mist toi+ards rnorning.

Sunday morn 22/2/

1/2 past one B.rrrr men getting up in Cau.p making

coffee ---  returned to bed" again & slept r ike a br ick

Packing up to start  on our journey at  1/z l rast  6 a.E.

Very  co ld  &  n is ty .

OutspanneC ciose to Janestown ---  proceeded on ou-r  journey.

News f i rst  receiveci  that  Mooirose (2) has turned al l -  whi- tes

out of his country.

S tar ted  f tom Hat t ing 's  p lace  a t  10  to  11  a .m.  Exchange o f

comradeso D ixon in  p lace  o f  l r /ebb.  ( i ) .

Very dusty travell ing, ahaost choking. Arri-ved in James

Tor rn  a t  10  to  1 i ' i i -d -day .  Wi l I  s tay 'a t  James Town unt i l  Quee: .s town

and Tarkastaad Trocps arr ive.  Ordered to prepare mysel f  in l ight

marching order --- Jenner & Grogbendtuer got d.runk, both

quarrel l ing over an em.cty French bott le.

beyonci

expec t

Le f t  Ja rnes  To rvn  a t  1 .31 r l r .  - - -  encamped  fo r  t he  n igh t  r i t t l e

James Tor" in  at  1 /4 to  6 p.m.  i ' iade bed for  Devel ing - - -

- I - a  o - l  ^ ^ ^  k ^ l - l - ^ *  - t - ^ - - :  ^ I ^+ -u v  D I t ' U P  U e  U  U Y I '  U U I ] l - b l l t / .

Started fron last  I iat t ing _olace at  1/ t ' .  tc  7 on the 24/2/29.

a t  Van PLaasters  had a  gooo feed o f  peaches.  C leaned

St i r rup I rons on 21/1/2/29. ! ' i rst  horse guard s ince

Town, I ' ionday ZZnd. frorn 2 D.Ti!. t i l l  6 p,m.

FIal ted

Bit  and

I  p n r r i  n c "



Very hot. Just thinking what people are d.oing in Tovrn.

February 22nd,/?9.

Ilorses troublesone --- Joined. by queenstorrn and

Tarkastaad froops at  1/4 to 4 p.m.

Troop lef t  again at  4 p.m.

oxen lost had to go without l,raggon --- Bought break at van

?laasters for  Troop. picked up straggrers of  Queenstor, , , r r  &

Jamestown Teo.

Splendid fun --- Farkes too proud" to carry food- on his horse

for himsel f  .  Captai-n takes compassion ---  gave tvro loaves of  bread

for roess. Amived and jo ined other Troops at  vuur Nchta (4) at

1 / 4  t o  8  p . n .

T l r e s 9 a y _ Z ] ^  S _
Horse guard f rom 2 a.m. t i l1 6 &.rn.  Am

whiLe doing guard. --- Horses troublesone. Ord.ered.

equipment for Sad.d.l-e .oarad.e on 24/Z/Zg.

QueenstorEn and Tarkastaad

writing ny diary

to  c lean R id ing

of dry

f o a t  P -

com'mencement of hard tines --- had. to nake breakfast

bread & black cof fee, also had. to take same socks of f  f rom

wash thenr & waited tiI l  dried in the sun.

Fj . rst  saddle parade on the 21/2/79 at  !  p.n.

Tuesday evening.

Just heard that A. B. C. D. Troops have to take i . looiroses

Ktaal  - r -  expect to have sone f ight ing on Tuesd,ay night --= s inging

i .n camp camp qui te al ive.  oxen turned up [vedlesd.ay.

lef t  last  l lat t ings place at  1/4 ,past  6 3.n.  Enjoyec f i rst

meal s ince reaving Tor,rn.  r - ,ef t  Kraai  River at  1/4 to 11 e.rn.

Offsaddled agai-n at  1/2 past 1,  l t id-day

Y e o ' s  d a n c i n g  S c h o t i i c h e s  j u s t  b e f o r e  s a d d l i n g .

First  ra in 26/2/79.

Arr ived i -n Herschel  at  B p.m. Com.olaints being rnad.e to the

Captain of  food & g: :ocer ies being stolen fronn the nen.



2 .

Left Herschel [hursd"y rorning 27/2/?9 at 1/2 paot E a.rir.

Offsaddled. again at  1/2 past 10 a.m. at  the l iagistracy.  i { i l l  s tay

in Herschel  t i l l  nexb day 5 a.n.

Under orders of  Dr.  Ever i t t  (  5) .  First  d issat isfact ion

among our men. Captaj-n Everitt wishes our rnen volunteering to

guard horses sooner than being (ordered).

Encarnped in  w i th  G.  &  f  f roops .  (6 ) .  M iserab le  l -o t  o f  m€r r .

Pi tched_Tents for  the f i rst  t inre.  Heavy shower of  ra i -n ---

tr 'urj-ous hail storrn. Tents leaking.

First Irish stew 2+/?/79 --- enjoyed- it ver;r mu.ch.

FrLday 28/?/792

Star ted  f rom las t  i la t t ings . r lace  a t  I  a .m.  &  jo ined the
c t

Tarka3S & Queenstown Troops on the l ine of  u,arch for the f i rst  t ine.

Count=y beautiful & Crops splendid.

Offsaddled again at  B d.o.  Started on journey at  1/2 past B

a,.o.  Road very dusty and t i resome for r iders.  Saddl-ed of f  again

a t  S terk  Spru i t  10  a .m.  to  12  e . . rT t .

Captain .Dveri-tts conmands --- wish him to the Devj-l ---

Dr4wl.ing sort of cuss.

Expect to reach Palni t fontein to-night.

Order read out te rvarn the men about disobedience of orders.

Pi ichael- is f ined. 2/6 for  d. isobedience. Horses picketed, for  the

f i rst  t ime ---  fed them on meal- ies ---  horses refused to eat them.

Gav l ,  lugmore ,  B lshop,  Burns  - - -  waggon escor t .  I  p i t y  the

,ooor Devi ls otarted in advance of  vraggons.

T' r ' i  dA\ t  - -
- - * * s i /

One d.are not speak a lvord ',*ithout being questioned. Fel' l  or,rs

\ r o ' r r v  i  nn r : ' i  s i  t i ve  .v  v 5 . r r  + r r Y u 4 u *  v

Si. t t ing dovrn on the grass eat ing reaches. General ly last  in

ge t t ing  f i re  to  burn  & co f fee  made can ' t  rnake i t  ou t .

Paich & Devel ing exanined by Dr.  E.  - - -  A11 vre11.



Amived at  Palmit fontein at  6 p.m. Thank Goodness. Just

heard that the Camp expects to be at tacked & had. 40 rnen on guard,

On the evening of  the 27th.  Turned out to be a fa lse alarm.

Jol ly place Pahai t fontein ---  qui te charmed with i t .

F i rewood e tc .  scarce  - - -  have to  pay  th rough the  nose fo r

the stuff --- 1'r-r. ination to a poor levil that only earns 4/- a ciay.

Was shorvn our posi- t ion should the Camp be at tacked.

Order read out to the ef fect  that  we have to keep guns &

anmunit ion c lose to our beds in the night that  a l l  nust  be

read.y at  a moments not ice P'  have to make entrenchments for

ourse}ves.

Saturday l ' iarch lst;

Woke up this nnorning about + a.m. hal f  f rozen ---  vreather

very cold tcwards norning.

Horse guard again at  10 a.m.

Had to take bread for the l iess confound.ed hard work ---

4OO nen with PoLice at  present in Palmit fontein.

l ,Jas washing mysel f  in the r iver when al l  the men were cal led

suddenly into Camp & 6 men told.  to get themselves in readiness for

1 days patrol. I{ave just heard about 600 t"looirose niggers are

close to our Car4p. An order read out that  a l l  the men are to keep

thernselves in readiness at  a moments not ice.  Great exci tement in

Canp expec ted  to  be  a t tacked.

Another order read out that  the alarm nay be sounded any

minute & that the men lvere to tL ice their  rosi t ion shown to them.

Alarm sounded ---  the whole camr cal led out and placed in

sklrnishing order.  Turned out to be al l  hunbug ---  s imply t ry ing

the nen to see how quic l< they can get in ord.er.  I iorses saddlecl  up

should the enemy retreat rve would go af ter  them & pe_rper them

n r n n o - n ' l  v
t , ' v y v ! f J .

I t  l r ias anusing to see the di f ferent expressions of  our nens

faces when the alarm was sounded- Grosbendtuer \ , ias warned

previ-ous to the alarm ---  1 days patrol  - - -  he vras al-so to ld to



leave the Field --- was only to anxious to get away --- his face

was as white as a sheet --- orle or two of our principal men also

changed colour.. Any anount of bragging anong our men --- an rather

anxious to see how they wi l l  turn out.

fnfernal  horse guard again f ron 10 a.m. t i l r  z o 'c1ock ---

rather t i resome work ---  one gets worked to d.eath vrhat wi th fat isue

work & horse guard, & ouf,-lying piket,

SunCgJ 2nd:

Pi tched Tents ---  th ings scattered in atL d, i rect ions

eight men are obl iged to s leep i -n one Tent **-  very l i t t le room

left  r ,vhen boxes, & saddles are packed away in the Tents,

Iulonday:

Picket again f rom 1/2 past ,  &.m, Tuesday t i . l l  hal f  past  t

k ' /ednesday morn. at  the TeXle c lose to the Junct ion of  the,Orange &

flelle Rivers . (7). The rvhole of, the 48 hours gtrard, vrithout any

sleep. l^ /eather very miserable,  v, , rent  to see the Junct ion of  the

Tel- le & orange Rivers sprefroia sheets of  water ---  have to

guard. the Drift so that no Kaffirs shall pass. Kaffirs attenpting

to pass verJr cheekT & Inquisit ive --- was totd- by one Basuto that

they j-ntend to come to-momovr --- that would be Thursday 4/t/?9 ---

for  not af lorar ing hin to pass to buy Tobacce.

Another Basuto said he heard that we intend at tacking them,

& asked. when that woul-d. be.

Off saddling & saddling every hourr so as to prevent the

enemy fron crossing the telle - '-- confounded. hard viork. Rain the

whole t ine.  I  a lmost dread the evening as I  shal l  have to do

i ' iounted patrol l ing the vrhole night I ' i i thout any s1eep. Dash i t .

Tueqdsy_ j/j/-29_:

Two evenings af ter  the Cape I{ .  Ri f les were on the same t{ork

in the night rrhen t lo of  the nen were f i red.  upon ---  one f  e l l  o l . r  had.

such a f r16ht that  he ran away & lef t  h is ca? behini-  h im. lJhi fe

rel ieving one of  No. A Troop the poor Devi l  was fast  aslee::  on



horse  back  & los t  h is  gun. .

Trenendous lot  of  cat t le knocking about.  Kaff i rs knocking

about sneaking out of  a l l  p laces.

Have just  heard that one of  our or incipal  men when the alarrn

was sounded whi le loading his revolver he 1et roore than hal f  of

them drop.

Count ry  sp tend id  across  the  Te11e mea l ies  tenpt ing  bu t

dare  no t  touch ther . r  fee l  m iserab le  lead ing  such a  l i fe .

Have had no chance of  taking of f  my clothes before going to

bed. .  I  ge t  tha t 'b i red  a t  t ines  tha t  I  squat  down anywhere .

\ugsday 4/1/Z.9_:,

Shal l  have the f inest  d j -nner s ince leaving ---  Fowls,

potatoes, I ' lut ton & iSeef al l  mired together ---  c, : : :nr t  say what they

ca lL  i t  - - -  Chr is tened the  s tew the  '1 'e11e s tew.

Rdl ieved fron l iounted piket  by the James Town men ---  never

fel t  so pleased in my l i fe.  I  managed to keep arvake but f rom that

t i rne I  had the hardest job imaginable at  one t ime ney chums had

to wake me so as to nrevent me fal l ing f rom my horse ---  and rested

ny head on the saddle & dozed of f  again.  .

I'ls'dn_esdjry :_

One o f  the  wounded p icke t  cane to  the  Capta in  &  sa id  o f  (  Za)

1ot of  Basutos are at  the d-r i f t .  Captain & the men strengthenfd

+L ^  ^ . i  1 -a+,  f \u*s yansu.  -apta in very rest less l - i t t le  d id  he th ink that  r {e

shou ld  be  a t tacked  so  soon .

i{ednesday afternoon --- a6out i  l , ' tre heard shots f ir ing fron r,-he

Tel le  dr i f t  scarcel -y  a rnoment  af ter  the a larm lvas sounded-  'oy

the  Janes  Tov rn  T runpe te r .  The  men  rushed  to  the i r  r l aces  a rned  &

found  i t  t ^ i as  rea l  i ns tead  o f  f a l se .  R idwe l l r s  men  were  the  f i r s t

on the F ie ld .  - - -  Then the Fol ice r ,uh ich came in  t ime otherwi-se

Rid-vre l - I '  s  nen l , rou ld have been cut  o f  f  to  a man.  l r f  ter  the Fol ice

cane the Queenstown men,  & hal f  our  men only  vrh ich had the p leasure

of  s tand- ing s t i l t  whi le  a l l  the other  men were pot t ing at  the



niggars. The fight lasted for about an hour & a half. 1 ) niggars

can be accounted. for kil led besid-es the wounded.. I do not lsrow hor"l

nany - ;*  the accounts seem to be contradietory.  On(e) hal f  of  our

nen acted as the reserrre- I  never saw such a lot  of  men nore

anxious to wire into the niggars.  The Captain had as nuch as he

could do to restrain thera ---  they wanted to c lear of f  in al l

d i ree. t ions.  I  was amused at  one old fe l low ---  he said each shot

that was fired at hiq there rr-as only a sheet of paper between him &

he l l .  Jones  is  the  manrs  nerue - - -  he  sa id  i f  i t  hadrent  been fo r

hinr a port ion of  the James Town Troop would have been cut up. A

F a c t .

The niggars iptp"a o1d Jonesrs horse

ran so hard in his life as when the ni,ggars

borrowed Storeyt s horse, BUflr & anmunition &

have a shot or two more before they c leared

of the fight it was astonishiqg to see where
1-

f ron  & l i t t le  d id .  we erpec t  to 'see  them bo l t

in al l  d i rect ionsr Ihe niggars fought wel l .

about 4!O in all. Two wounded on our side aTe progressing :

favourably --- a niggar sergeant & one white man, named Kelly.

Con9 Griff ith (B) turned, up with 2OOO Tenbus just about the

counencement of  the f ight  - - -  one lot  of  n iggars at tempted to take

us upon our extrerne lef t  rvhen they saw 100 of  Gr i f f i th 's men they

turned back.

','/ec.nesday 5th:

Surrounded. on all sid,es by niggars should they attack

the Oamp vJe shal1 have as much as r.Ie can do. Three of the eneny we

saw ki l - led for  certain ---  managed to captule one $ur. lo

Thursciay:

Return of Farkin from patrol of 6 days he said he had it

p leasant  wh i le  w i th  Badger  (9 ) .

Getting m6re sfuip shape now. Carnp looks ]-j-ke a 1itt le

he said he never

chased hin ---  he

went back again to

of f .  Towards the c lose

al l  the niggars cane

out of  the neal ie land

I  took  then to  be



v i l1age.

Friday 8

Horse guard again 2nd Rel ief  f rom 10 a.m. t i l l  2 p.m.

Dysentery conneneing anong the men ---  dosed R, Best vr i th

c a s t o r  o i l .

Al iwal  & Burghersdorp Troops crossed into the Enemyrs

Countr ; r  for  the purpose of  searching the Hut(s)  to see whether

there were any d.ead- niggars in them --- found- instead. a l itt le

Kaff i r  a l ive,  about 1years old ---  deaf & dr:mb lef t  by his parents

at the ti i le of the fight. The youngster must have been without

food 2 days --- he tras fed as soon as he was brought to carop & ate

as much as a grot^rn up boy.

l iounted order --- Infernal work --- have to keep my horse

saddled. up should there be an attack I have to ride to where

the horse(s) are grazing & br ing them to Carnp & help to sad"dle up

---  "ooor Boy. t

A t  +  p .n .  the  r^ rho lo  o f  ln "  r " rp  cons is t ing  o f  !  T roops  A,  B .

C. E. F.  about 2O0 nen had mounted dr i1 l  & went through a l i t t le

skirnishing so as to give us an id.ea of  what i t  looks l ike wi th a

la::ge body of men.

I t  was f ine s ight seeing al l  the men together.  4 men out

of  each Troop which made 20 in alL were obl iged to go into the

Enenyrs Country to get the waggon that was captured- by us & had to

load i t  up wi th Fire wood & l leal ies for  the nen.

Q ^ ' l - r  r  r . l  ^  +  .
ud. u Llr ud..y .

Confounded horse guard.  Ead a t in case for a l i l low on

Saturday night to s leep upon, real ly enjoyed the luxury.

Bi t ter  cold ---  had frost  on Sunday morning.

'y/ent to a Concert on Saturc.ay evening given by the

Burghersdor^o & A1iwal  men"

Fine fun seelng the men of  other Troops quarrel t ing al l  day

long. Our men pul1 very wel- l  together.



Q . r r n r l - r : .v w r u G . y .:-

Had to cook for nine men, Captain incl-uding ---  beast ly hot

1^IOfk.

i
Sergl  i {a jor  Harni l ton in Hospi ta l  - - -  hras s ick af ter  dr inking

Kaffir milk.

tTsneay 1O/1179:

f ias ordered to be one on a foraging expedi t ion in the

. ' . ;nenyrs Country ---  got  1 r ' Iaggon loads of  dung-wood. l leal ies.

Poultry & -oeaches --- r 'ras fj-red upon by the Eneny --- l^Ias ord.ered

to  c ross  the  r i ver  as  soon as  poss ib le  fo r  fear  the  Enemy shou ld

atiack us. Splendid musical Band & Singing on f ' londay night

Burghersdorp Band qui te an acquis i t ion to the Camp. A. B. & C.

played E. F.  G. a gane of  cr icket,  th.e forner r ,v inni-ng by 18 runs.

Iue1day '11/7/79_:

Queenstown men captured- ,  horses from the enerny the spoi l  to

be div ided between the lvhole regi-ment.
t -

,\re-dnesdg:( 12/)/,79: i

I {ounted. out ly ing picket again f rom from L/2,  p.m. t i l ]  1/2,

B .  i I ] .

K a f f i r s S e e n o n S p y I i o p a b o u t 7 - l a o r 4 o m e n a b o u t 1 2 & . I I l r � � � �

vras anused at l{urray as soon as he found that he had to do oicket

in the night took i l l- suddenly.

rlur?day_ 11/1/79 ;

Had foo t  d . r i I I .  M ichae l is  s tood 5  bo t t les  o f  Beer  in  honour

of  gett ing three weeks leave. 
'

r-r:-dg'y 14 /3 /79 :

Horse  guard-  aga in  - - -  v ren t  w j - th  Capta in  F . , i  i ;h i te  fo r  a

bathe in the Orange i t iver emjoyed i t  imraensely.

Fine fun --- I. i ichaelis .tut tr,.;o fonls in the pot for d.inner

v,rhen the t ime came to take then up they had gone eisewhere.

Ar.r iwal  of  \1 Volunteers inost ly Dutchmen from James Tovm & Al i ivaf-/

Dis t r i c t  a t  B  a . rn .



Barkly Yeo. turned. up at Palnnitfontein on Friday afterTloon

j-:hey mrnber 4!.

PIen d.issatisfied. l*ith Captain --- vri l l  not a1low us to go

anywhere without hin being r,vith us --- treats us l-ike a l-ot of

school  chi . Idren. l , lumay pretends to be short  s ighted the othcr

riay while on picket d.uty he managed to see a white nan amongst the

eneny about 600 yards distant.

Sa.turdal 1q '779:

Blooning fat igue work again camying bags of  meal ies etc.

i i into 's Troop turned up 1O4 men in al l  at  I  p.m"

Cricket I ' iatch.

Between the Officers & LIen --- the former vrinning by five

wic lce ts .  Capta in  F .  supposed.  to  be  gone made a  foo l  o f  h imse l f

b lackguarded. F.  the whole of  the game. F.  refused to ?1ay second

inni-ngs. C. used. bad Language to P. the nen jeered C. he lost  h is

temper & wired into D. for  cheer ing the. Troopers v ih i le playing.

Splen<iid- fun. 
t-

Sun9ay:

t ' lade pudding for dinner qui te a success'

l ionday l l thz

Lef i ;  palmit fontein for  I ' iooirose's stronghold at  ' l /? past 9

&.n.  - - -  of f  sad.d. ]ed.  at  s i lver Sprui t  at  1/2 past 12 a. I t l .  Lef t  last

I iat t ingrs place at  10 past !  p.m. on l londay evening for two days

pat ro l .

Weather threatening -- j  ra in com;i ienced at  6 a ' rn '  & kept on

t i l l  10 d.o- on Tuesd.ay : r ie ldere ordered to ta]<e a blanket vr i th

us & had- to make the best of  i t  the whole night long in the rain.

I t  v/as astonishing to see how Jimmy slept,  he s i rnply threiv hi t isel f

d"own & slept the whole night long in a pool  of  rvater ---  he l -ooked

very seed.y the next morning. Young Jarnes fooked about the worst

of  the 1ot.  I  s lept  for  about V hours unt i l  I  found- I  could not

manage i t  any longer.  
'Jhe rain saturated the blankets proper ly ---



when I arose I found that I had slept in a pool of water also.

Badger & o4e or two others kept awake the whole night.  At  7 o.ouro

on 'Tuesday aa  express  came to  Capta in  FLe ischer  (10)  to  say  tha t  we

were to cone back & occupy sorne strar.v huts unti l the rain had.

passed over & get rations for three days --- we nnade a fire in the

hut & had to clear out quickly on account of the snoke --- vrhen I

eame out my eyes were as sore as possible.  I {urray thought he had

founC a mealie pit in front of the hut he was in but to his

surpr ise he f ,ound a skeleton of  a chi ld instead.

Two of the out lying pickets cane in -to say that they heard

a lot of horsemen corning orl --. vre thought that the enemy rras going

to at tack us in the Dark.  I  was glad they did not as we were a1l

per ished from the cold & rain.

Thursday:

Diggi:rg entrenchments around the whol-e camp rather

vrork --- Silver Spruit Canp water about 1/2 mr,:..e from Canp &

about !  n i les ---  received- f" t t l " "  f rom A.C. on 7O/,  (?") /7g.

one 2o/t /79 to A.C.

hard

lvood

Sent

T r . i  d n v .

Ayl i f f  (11) secretary for  l {at ive af fa i rs & Fleischer rode

Inspector turneC up at Silver Spruit Camp.

Sglurday:

The v rho le  o f  the  2nd Reg. ,  a  por t ion  o f  the  7  R.  Po l i ce  &

Fingoes & about IOOO of l ioshesh's l ien ordered. out for  1O days

patrol to start from Sitver SprL:-t Canp 1/2 past 4 B.n. remaind.er

of  ] rd Reg. to take possession of  our Carap unt i l  v le return.

Fletcher & Ayl i f f  I  bel ieve wi l - l  go vr i th us the whole way..

I t  i s  Ay l i f f  ' s  in ten t ion  to  rou t  ou t  the  who le  o f  i ' l oo i rose 's  peop le .

Sunday 21rd:

Left Sil-ver Spruit Canp at 1/2

stronghold & hal ted at  1/2 past B a.m.

we had a l i t t le brush with the Enerny.

p a s t  J  a . m .  f  o r  M o o i r o s e  t  s

on top of a mountain rvhere

I  bel ieve i f  there was one



shot f ired at the Kaffirs in the Cave there were about 12OO shots &

not one shot doing_any d-amdge.

lrle managed to capture about 1S horses & about 40 to lO bueks

Ta in tons  F ingoes  (12)  assega ied  about  7 .

I  am wri t ing th is whr le r , ratching a Cave, where there are

supposed to be about lO niggars.  Aust in & his nen intend storning

the Cave whi le we keep up a steady f j - re.  I  had scarcely taken my

covering when a bullet vrlnr-zzed over ny head & made rae junnp.

?vr.day 27/1/79:

Mu:iray turned. as white as a sheet at the first outset of the

Fight & A. D. as soon as a shot was f i red he fel l  dolvn f lat  on the

ground. I  rdas amused at  the C. he appl ied for  10 days leave &

seened anxious to get i t .  The night before he started he said he

had not mad"e up his mind whether he should accept i t  or  not .  The

next morni-ng he was three sheets in the wind. I asked him what he

intended ---  he said homewards as I  exoected. The men seened very

glad that he had gone home A Ji-sfred hin to remain there.

?laf f i r  f ight ing does not sui t  me. fhere is too nuch

cl imbj.ng. I  sprained my ankle c l imbing down a break neck olace of

a nountain af ter  the Kaff i rs.

Horse guard again ---  1rd rel ief"

I was mi-staken rvith the abovementioned Cave , 10 of our men

Volunteered- to storm the Cave rv i th l ieut .  Badger & Captain Nesbi t t

(11) of  the Barkly [ roop &. to their  surpr ise they found the Cave

f i l - }ed.  aLnost wi th vromen. I  Can say for a fact  about 64 niggars &

20 woroen. Our ten men had hard work of  i t  & did their  work l ike

Bri tons storming the Cave ---  k i l l ing the niggars took abor-r t  2

hours.  Af ter  the pr inci_oIe work was done then the tsarkly i l len cane

to  our  ass is tance.  D ixon captured  Af  horses  & goats '  One poor

sergeant of  the Tarkastaad'  Troop ( l ' to ldoon) " ' ras shot,  & c l ied about

an hour af terwards, also Thompson of  the Barkly Troop got wounded

through the arm. The opening of  the Cave ap"oeared very smal l -  f rom



#

a distance. The men tel l  me that were in former wars;  they never

saw such an ugly place. I  bel ieve i f  the nen had lcnown, how the

place was situated. they never wou1d. have ventured with such fevi men

into the Cave. Corarnandant-General Griff ith rnras pleased with the

way our men conducted thenselves & Captain Nesbi t t  made a smal l

speech,  and sa id  he  wou ld  fee l  p roud to  lead such a  lo t  o f  men as

our fs  tha t rs  a  fea ther  ia  our  Ca.cs ,  &  hoped tha t  our  &  h is

Troop could always be together.

I  can  now account  f r> r  the  bu l le t  tha t  came so  c lose  to  my

head. I  thought they could only f i re f rom where I  was si t t ing

watching & wri t ing my niary.  I  was in f ront  of  the Cave.

p:*say z1/jft9:_

S. Sprui t  Camp.

Tarka Staad. & Queenstown troops were ord.ered. to take the

place f i rst  they turned back because they did not l ike the look

of -bhe place. I  went into the Cave and I  th ink,  i t  was Providence

that brought our men safe through.

Seeing the dead niggars about 27 tn al l ,  i t  made me turn

away with a beast ly feel iag.  I t  is  bel ieved that a son of  o ld

I' looi::ose r"ras shot in the fight (14) & two of his grandsons vrere

ki l led. .  They tr ied.  to get the Fingoes to storm the place f i rst  but

they  re fused.

YIondaX 2+/7/?9_:

Si lver Sprui t  Camp.

I tu ldoon bur ied wi th i " t i l i tary honors at  12 a.m. Left

I {u ldoonts  g rave a t  20  pas t  one p .m.  Crossed the  Buf fa l -o  R iver  a t

!  p .m.  - - -  Of f  sadd led  a t  1 /2  pas t  6  p ,m.  about  one hours  r id -e  f rom

I" loo i rose '  s  Kop.

!us:;9ay_?q 
t) r79 z

Left  the nerb morning at  6 3.r t .  & of f  sad.dled again at  1/2

^ ^  a . l -  q

y'dpv (  o. .L! .  Sadd- led. up again about 1OOO yards f rom l" iooirosers

s t rongho ld  a t  2  p .n .



Mooirosers Mountain.

Wednesday Z5ttrz

Enornous droves of  cat t le ---  Horses & Sheep captured from

the nnemy. Eneny entrenched so wel l  that  I  bel ieve Crmdt Gri f f i th

thinks i t  advisable to vrai- t  f  or  Brabant 's men (1r)  &.  the Canons,

other iv j -se i f  the Yeors have to storm the stronghold there lv i l l  be

too nany l ives l -ost .

Raining at  t  p.p.  - - -  made tents of  our i : lankets ---  s lect

qui te jo1ly & warn.

Thursday ?7th:

Horse gpard" 2nd Rel ief  - - -  have to l - ive upon meal ies & meat,

no bread. ---  feel  hone sick.  st icking in f ront  of  the stronghold. ,

t i res one proper ly,  p ickets are sent about ]OO yds in f rbnt  of  the

stronghold., so as to prevent the Enerny from corning down. Firing

from both s ioes al l -  day long one gets so accustoned. to the f i r ing

that scarcely any not ice is taken of  the f i r ing.

We go to bed. & sleep as jo11y as if we were in To',vn but have

to l ie upon the grass instead of  feathers l i t t le t roubl ing

ourselves about the d.anger.

F_riday 28th:

A f lag  o f  t ruce  was seen on  the  top  o f  l loo i rosers

strongbold.  at  about 1/2 past 6 a.m. About 12 8. I I1.  C. Troop was

ordered. up to take the mountain,  about lOO yds from the top.

The Co lone l ,  Comd- t .  Gr i f l i th  &  Ay l i f f  sec t .  fo r  Nat ive

af fa i rs,  f  o l lor ,ved. up behind td see what l iooircse wanted. One of

i {oo i rose 's  spokesman sa id  the  Ch ie f  l van ted  peace wh ich  was no t

gran ted  Cond. t .  Gr i f f i th  sa id  to  l " loo i rose ts  counse l le r .

Fr iday

Through his spokesnan the only way l ' looirose coul-d make peace

was by giv ing himsel f  up wi th his counsel lors rvhich I  bel ieve

l , looirose wanted. nore t ime to consider r , rh ich vras not granted by

Gr i f f i th  - - -  a l l  hopes  o f  Moo i rose  mak i -ng  peace is  pas t .
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Saturday 29th-:

Miserable again ---  tents leaking, have to roake use of  our

b lankets  fo r  ten ts .

Sunday:

Horse  guard  1s t  re l ie f .

Rain tovlards sun-dovm.

One o f  the  Eark ly  Yeors  was boas t ing  o f  h is  sw i rnn ing  say ing

he rvas brought up by a river --- vrent for a swim in the Crange

River ---  the stream carr ied him d.ovrn a l - i t t le d. istance to a

whirpool & was drowned.

Tussday ApJil 1st/79:

Sl ight  shovrers of  ra in.

Picket duty.

! ' lednesday 2nd:

From one of  the sharp shooters on i " iooirose's mountain.

Thursday lrd:

Out ly j -ng picket Duty in the night.

l 'Jhile doing my guard was thinking about friends in Town ---

the l iaff irs roll-ed a stone down the l iountain which made me junp out

of  my skin al-most.

Fr iday 4th:

Infernal  Horse guard 2nd rel ief .

Satur9ay:

Escort  to the guns, had to ivork t i l l  12 mid-night in taking

the Cannons to pieces &, "a""y:- . rg the amrouni t ion across a cut t ing in

the Mountain

As s t i f f  as  .coss ib le  f rom Saturdayrs  work .

Irondgyj

Pic l<et duty & horse guard i t  never rains but i t  pours.

Ord .er  read.  ou t  tha t  the  i rd .  reg t .  po l i ce  D.  E .  F .  &  G.  Troops  are

to storn l looirose t  s l ' iountain on Tuesday morning at  day break.

I n f e r n a l  s h a m e .  A .  B .  C .  &  D .  a r e  t o  b e



MondaY ---

the reserve ---  our men are very dissat isf ied wi th being kept back

they have to console themsel-ves wi th the Cave f ight .

Gr i f f i th very unpopular among the regts.  They cal l  h in an

o1d wornan because he dal l ies so long over anything.

. Tuesday B/1/79j

The Bal l  was opened at  1/4 to 6 B.I I I .  on Tuesday by the

Cannons short  shel1 & rockets which cont inued playing for an

hour & a hal f  when the storming part ies which consisted of  the C.

I l .  Ri f les und.er Captain Grant (1D & the ]rd regt.  under Colonel

Minto advanced under a heavy f i re.  C. 11. Ri f les leading

splendidly ---  grest  praise they d-eserve they were the

adrnirat ion of  the whole f ie ld.

Tuesday ---

E. F.  & G. Troops of  the 2nd were the support  of  the

s t o r m j . n g p a r t y & A . c . & D . 2 n d . R e g i r n e n t w e r e t h e r e s e I v e � � � � �

1/2 past seven we advanced always keepi-ng close to the supports

unt i l  one of  the Captains lagged to long behind. The Colonel  to ld

hirl to advance & asked him why he dall ied so lortg --- he said he

had hurt  h is foot  & could go no further.  The Colonel  turned round

to Captain Nesbi t t  who had command of  us & said we had better

ad.vance which we d.j-d. rvith a great hurrah & some of us were with the

storming party,  before any of  the ] rd regmt.  came up. iVhi le st i l l

ad.vancing und"er a hearry fir ing from the Enemy, Corporal Crole of

our Troop got a bullet wound. through the arm, fortunately not

-  ^ n ;  ^ . ,  ^
D \ 7 I - . L \ J t - ( D r

I  can say searcely had I  stayed. an hour & 1/2 when about 6

o f  the  C.  l ' 1 .  R ,  6o t  sho t  f rom the  fear fu l  c ross  f i r ing  f rom the

Kaffirs & vrhat unnanned ne most was seeing one of

Tuesday Bth

the C. l i .  Ri f les shot dovln by one of  our ovln men. fhe Door fe l lovr

r,\Ias watchj-ng a port hole quite calmly, for about an hoi:.r had



not some of the 2nd Regmt. . fe l lor . rs cone in t ime to support  the
i

pol ice I  bel- ieve they rvould al l  have been cut up to a man.

The night before the attack I had an argument r^rith one of

the nen that was on guard with r€r about the Kaffirs throwing

s tones  down upon us  - - -  he  sa j -d  one need no t  be  a f ra id  o f  s tones  as

they  cou ld  be  seen,  &  one cou ld  ge t  ou t  o f  the  way o f  then.

I  had a l i t t le exper ience in that  w&yr before I  cane down

from the i {ountain 2 stones hi t  me in the sane place on top of  rny

head ---  which I  took ver j i  l i t t le not ice of  but  the th i rd.  f in ished.

ne al together.  I  saw the stone coming ---  i t  was about the s ize of

a ga1lon pot.  I  d id.  rny best to get away but was no Bor i t  sent me

flying from where I was sitt ing and cut a deep gash on ny head &

made the blood f l -ow l ike a young r iver.  I  imnediately went to the

Dr.  & had i t  sohrn up. 'u ' /e could not make way to the f i rst  Ri f le pi t

which ever way rve t r ied ---  one of  the men went to fetoh seven

shel ls th inking to blovr the f i rst  p i t  down with one of  then ---  he

threw one shel l  in th inking to bl ind then ---  the Kaff i rs threw i t

back again ---  he l i t  the second shel- I  & held i t  too long ---  the

shel l  exploded & blew the poor fe l lows hand completely of f .  I

never saw such a s ight befo:re & never wish to see i t  again ---

af ter  that  another pol icenan was shot,  h is comrad.es,  in assist ing

to get him away, was shrt d.own also --- that is how so nany got

wounded, in assist ing to rescue the rvounded. Poor Ternan was shot

t h r o u g h t h e s i d e & h a d h i s r e v o 1 v e r s h o t a w a y f r o m h i n n a 1 s o � � � � �
t

had. to remain j-n a Cave ti- l1 ni-ght in pain, ?s it vras too dangerous

to  a t tempt  to  ge t  h im out .  Another  p lace  there  were  two po l i cemen

vrouncied, both cal l ing for  the Dr.  they htere to ld that  the Dr.

coul-d.  not  get to thern as i t  was too dangerous. The poor fe l - lor+

groaned- pi teously ---  i t  was heart  rend. ing to see such sights.

The only yeo that l " Ias shot ser iously was one of  the

. : ,u€€r lstown men named (Broad) and a Burghersdorp man sl ight ly

wounded.



- a8r-
Lieut.  Read of  the ] rd Regmt.

head ---  h is comrades seei-ng hin fa l l_

C a s u a l t i e s .

(18) shot d.ead throueh the

lef t  h in there & cl-eared of f  .

to knor,v how the

11 C.  l i .  R i f les  v rounded, .

2  R .  d o  R i f l e s  k i l l e d .

1 died whi le having his feg cut of f .

1 of  Letsea (19) son shot dead rvhi le running dorvn the

nountain.

1  ) rd  Regnt .  k i l led .

1 do wounded.

) 2nci d.o vrounded.

In returning fron tlre mo'.rntains vre came down nuch quicker

than going up. The bul lets came l ' rh izzing about us l ike hai l .

One of  the C. in l .  Ri f l -es that  was shot dead, could- not be Bot

out & vras left behind. The next mornins the i iaf f i  r-s had him on top

of one of  the Fl i f l -e pi ts.

Can.o f  at igue.

lVound on my head nuch better.

1/Z of  Brabants men arr ived at  I ' iooirose's mountain 110 men

at  4  _o . I [ .

Fal-se alarn again.  rmaginat ion of  the Barkry picket got

fr ightened. at  sonething & roused. the v ihole Camp. I  r ras ly ing snug

i -n  bed a t  the  t ime & b lessed them f  o r  rous ing  me out .

Saturday  1z th l

Horse  gua rd  aga in  l r d  Re l i e f .

i ' ioo i rose hois teC the vrh i te  f lag & vranted

l 'ronen and- chi lcir.en vlere to get goocl vrashing day

I{anes of the ki] led and lvound-ed. ---



.19).-
I 'To .  4  Troop C.  l ' 1 .  R i f les .

Captain Surman wounded.

pr ivate Boucher do.

No.  5  Troop C.  I '1 .  R i f les .

private ?ascha f'our rvounds 3. died afterwards.

Corporal I ' lartindale died from wounds.

, 'Jounded --- Serg:b. Edlvards & Crole --- Pri-vates Rogers

tsrown.

nrt i - } lery ---

Sergts.  Scott  & k ivate t lor ley ----  wounded.

2nd C. l ' i .  Yeomanry ---

nord,recht ---  Corporal  Crole ---  wound.ed.

Queenstown --- kivate Broad --- wounded.

- Sjrturdgry ,12th_:

Lieut.  ReaC of Graaf Reinat k i l led & ]  others wounded-

A son o f  le tsea k i l led . .?

Sunday 14 tn :

Day picket again ---  or  shar3 shoot ing.  Hard work

cIi-nbi-ng the t{ountain, ',vish I had olf }iooirose, by the back of

his neck, would teach him Engl ish for  naking me cl inb his

nountain so of ten.

F i rs t  (Fe1t?)  seed.Y & home-s j -ck -

Expect the Captain to turn up to-day. Men astonished at

his audaci ty,  wai t ing unt i l  a l l  danger is past.  I  remember a

renark of  h is,  one of  the men said- he hlas a button short  f rom his

coat.  Captai-n said.  nevermind.,  as long as he wasnrt  short  at  any

fight . C. said. if he caught any nan running avtay he rvould shoot

hin rv i th his own hands so much for buttons-

ry,esday 1J/+/791

i .Jent to Thomasrs camc i , . r i ih ^?&ck horses for Tents.

Miserab le  work .  Tents  fa l l ing  f rom the  horses .

Capta in  F te ischer  a r r i ved .  a t  l {oo i rose 's  Camp about  ,  p .m.



,lfed5resd"ay 1613{?i

Horse guard lrd Rel ief.

Thursday T /ai79:

o u t l y i n g p i c k e t d . u t y . - - ; w h i l e c r o s s i n g a b o u t a s . D a c e o f

about 20 yds to the Piountain,  the picket was f i red upon which

mad.e us as i f  for  our l ives.  The f i rst  shot that  was f i red we

took very l i t t le not ice of  but  when they came quick & close r ' te

thought i t  was quj- te t ime to hook i t .

_TrLda:r 18/4/79:

Cutt ing grass for  bedding made rather a sof t  bed for

the f i rst  t i -ne for  many a week but could not s leep can sleep

better on uneven ground, & a stone for a pi l low.

Saturday 1! th:

Dixonrs horse rvas found dead in a s1ui t ,  must have been

kicked by another horse, was sent f ly ing over a Krantz & broke

h is  back .

Jommand.ant Griff ith & Ayliff left Camp to see about some

petty chiefs who vr ish to sumender.

sulday ?1/a,/79.2

Horse guard.  1st  Rel ief  - - -  Fi-rst  severe f rost '

-Poor Farkin home sick.

J'ionday 22nSi:

Ficket d.uty Black f rost  - -  very cold.

Cored.t .  Gr i f , f , i th & Ayl i f f  returned, the part ies are school
a

Kaff i rs r . iho vr ish to surrender.  they say that I ' iooirose comoel led

them to f ight  otherwise he r ' rould have ki l led them al l  they

as1,-  fcr  t t re i r  cat t le thai  was captured-.  I  bel ieve the old wornan

Gr i f f i th  ra i l }  g ive  the i r  ca t t le  back .

the Captain bought 1O/- rvorth Tobacco for the menr alnrost

ru ina t ion .  I  have no t iced-  a  d i f fe rence s ince  h is  re tu rn ,  he

seens more sociable,  inust  have been spoken to by solne one of  h is

queer rdays.
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r3aking f  a t  cakes.

J-o tne -c i i -uor  of  the Front ier  Guaro ian: -

T ,oa r .  . l i  T .

seej -ne an account  in  some cf  the -capers of  the Oave

f i  s h t  n f  ) E t h  . . : q r e h  -  1 a 7 9  i .  r - h a  n r - i n n i  n 3 f  l e f t  o u t  a l ' l  O r v  n e  t h e
-  /  - - -  . . 3 I  u - I  

t  
' v  /  )  ;  t / J ' l E  i J !  I l r v ! f ' �

nleasr t re  in  a iv ing you an aecount  of  the - l ight .  ' , ' /e  le f t  S i lver
L-

L n n r r i t  r t o m n  - f  1 / )  r a s t  +  a . m .  f t r  i ' i o o i r o s e t s  s t r o n g i : o l d  i  h a l t e d
u P !  L , r , J -  U  V O . U V  G  v  ' /  C  w q p  v

at  1/2 - :ast  I  &. r t .  on Io-D of  a  mounta in vrhere we had a l i t t le

(  e 1 . 1  r q i  c h ? \  , . r ' i t h  t h p  c n e m \ 7  - - -  w e  t h e n  t o o k  i o  t h e  C a v e .  ; i e
\  D . r \ I l l r l I D I r  i  / f  v Y !  v r l  u l l v  v u v r a J

'Lhen exchanged.  shots wi th  the inemy up t iL l  1 /2 past  2  in  the

af ternoon r , . rhen Caota in Nesbj - t t  o f  Bark ly  ca l led for  Volunteers

f ron C.  & D Troops,  that  is  Dordrecht  ec Bark ly  to  s torm the Cave.

The rnen f rora both Troops responded to the ca} l  wi thout  a  moments

hes i ta t i on .

jJhen the s tOrrn j -ng commenced.  A.  & G.  Troops l ' Iere hav ing

their d. inner. Ihe f ight lasted. unti l  sund-own --- we captureC B!

h n r . c o q  4 O O  q h o o n  i r "  - n n i ; S  ? -  n a r n ' J - a r i  q n  
K a f f i f S  C i , e a d .  I t  W a S  a

/ - -  J I . l V E y  W  i i v q v u  s  v J u f r u v u

horr id .  s ight to  see the d.ead ly ing about .  In  one p lace I  sa l , {

e i s h t ' l v - i n e . t r e e t h e r -  , ? o  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  l  i n  f a c t  t h e y ' v " I e r e  l y i n g
u l f f r r v  ! ,  ! t 4 t )

a l l  a b o u t  i n  t r ' i o ' s  &  t h r e e r s .

i ' iooirose'  s i ' iountain ---

Tues iay  21 /+ /79 :

Preparing for two d.ays picket round the mountain.

i iednesday:

Lef t  for  two daYs . : icket

ro carcy bed.d.ing & food & cl irob

our  dest inat icn.

i , i ea the r  ve rY  changeab le

.q.norelv & I l'ras thinking

bac l r  asa in  i n  t own .

f  or  l {oo i rosets  l ' lounta in - - -  had

r r .  l 7a r r v  q i - . een  na th  r  s  t o  qe t  t o4 i y  v  v ! . r /

used .  p i ck  &  shove l  t o  rnake  bed .

hovr  n ice i t  rvoula be i f  we I ' rere

, leonesC-at  24tb/792

The t , r ro  l , l iss  surnansl  ar r ived here a i  1 , /2  rast  i  r . r l .



2 2 .

[hey  lookeo very  nuch ?uT out .

f lh r r r .q r i  =w 24 /L  /AA .

RoI l inE stones dot^rn the i {ounta in

C.  came up to  where ' t r re  tvere & looked as

ev i c ien t l y  c l i nb ing  ooes  no t  ag ree  w i th

F r iday :

Re l i eved -  f ron  p i c i ce t  by  , r l iwa i  nen  a t  11  & .x1 .

Horse  gua rd  1s t  re l i e f .

Saturday 26th:

Cap iu re  o f  +  o r i sone rs  by  the  i asu t i i ' s  t hey  were  sen t

to  Al iwat  iv i th  re ims round the i r  necks & had to iceep pace r ' r i th

the horses t ro t .  Capta in Nesbi t t  re turned f rom i  days patro l  &,

cao tu red .  abou t  4OOO heaC o f  ca t t l e .  Cap ta in  Dav is  (20 )  o f  t he

Basuto 's  captured.  a  Jroung i (a f f i r  vrho t r ied to  escaoe f rcm the

i . iounta in.  The young n iggar  sa id ihat  I ioo i rose r l id-  a l l  the

execut ion the day of  the at tack c f  ihe i ' iounta in & that  they were

running shor t  o f  food.

f  or  rast i rne

wh i te  as  a

l-r'i m

& amusenent.

^ t - ^ ^ + -
- f  t g  E  u  ,

Day picl<et ciutY 1/+ t

t he  noun ta in  a f te r  bc ing  a l i

r F r r o q r l q r r  ) A  / L  / n Q .
! s v v u s . t  e  I  \  /  |  1 .

: ,  9  a.m.  an 
'oask ing in  the sun on

n i  r y ] . r t  l - h o n a
l f ! b r r v  v l r v 4 v a

t  l ^ a l . - i  n -  . t. ,  asrr r r rB uay.

l l ednesCay  lO th :

l lorse Euard 2nd rel ief :

- joor  Park in qui te  rest less & uncer ta in  r ,^ ihether  he wi l l  8et
n i

l e a v e  c c u f C " '  e a t .

Great  exc i tement  in  Camp at  about  7 l .n .  - - -  repor t  came

in t i ra t  about  1!  Kaf f i rs  esca_oed f rom ihe } lounta in.

I l - 1 h r t 7 c r l  q r r  .
! t i 4 !  ! g q . i  .

* " " "  g ran ted .  t o  , , o re land - ,  l a rk in ,  i ' l oun t j oy ,  sco t t  - - -  &  the

Caota in - - -  seems st ranse that  he shculd c lear  of f  when there is

^ r , ^ T v  ^ ? n . - h i  I  i  t v  o f  a  f i c ' i . i  , i o m e  r r n e  s t O l - e  t h e  C a p t a i n r s  B f a n O yY v V Y v v v v T J  : J L \ J U a 1  U I l r u u Y  v !  4  ! ] t l r r v .

\ 1 l T ) - q v  / . /  / L L /  / 9 .e al1*)4n -|:! J,- l
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- - -  was i -n  a great  srate of  n ind abou.b i t  f ine fun ___ the. ioke

about  ,Jam.o is  , , iho s to le  the Ca, t ta inrs  Erand.y?

Sa tu rdav :-

Eorse guard.  2nd.  rer ie f  before re l_ ieved.  f rom guard_ r

heard that  the Kaf f i rs  in tenc ieC corn ing c iown f ron the rnounta ln to

take 1 of  our  cannons away - - -  l i tu le  th ink ing they would-  a t temot

comt-ng dolvn.  The a larm soundeci  a t  1 / ,  t :  j ,1 .

down  f ron  the  noun ta in  &  a i t acked  the  c i cke t .

The Kaf f i rs  came

I  r {as sounci  as leep

&,  d id  b less the ? iaf f i rs  for  rous ing ne sone of  the fe l lor , r rs  as

Soon  as  the  a l -a rm r , vas  sounded . : t u t  on l y  t he i r  U l s te r r s  o [ ,  i t  was

f ine fun to  see the exc i tement  - - -  capta in & the nen running in

a l l  d i rec t i ons  to  su , r ro r t  t he  l i cke t .  Cap ta in  l l esb i t t  o f  t he  C . l l .R .

declares he saw f ron 4,  to  !o  n iggars a shct  one of  them to my

bel ie f  the lc icket  must  have been asreep or  e lse how coul_d_ the

Kaf f i rs  cone in  amongst  thero cefore the , r icket  l {ere ar , rare of  them.

Tr ' , ro , ro l icemen were l^ lounciecr ,  one of  rhe t ' r . ro  d. ieo f rorn the ef fects
n f  f l a nur  Lrre assegai  r ,uounds the next  day.  Through the care lessness of

the c . i { .R.  the rvorr -  r ,v i l l  be much hard-er .  coradt .  Gr i f f i th  has

aroused h i -msel f  a  l i t t le  8 , .  g ives the i ) ro :er  ord.ers.  I t  reminds me

of  an o ld sa;z in* ,  r ,oc l< ing the s tabl -e af ter  the horse is  s to len.

Gardner

verJr  busy r . ,vhen note amived.  - - -  have no books,  1 f  very bad

wi l l  senc-  ) rayer  book to  learn h is  catechisn - - -  wi l - r  hear  h inr  on

Sunday --- r^rish nany har ty returns of the oay.

L - , , + ^  L .  ̂ -  ^! _ u  u ( J L . t ( J - L I b

, lany i , -anKs f  r r  nend. ing conb broken again.

l l iss  Surnans

fwo  se id l i t z  pov rde rs  . :  acke t  o f  cocoa /  l - l - r ' n . l  ^ - \
\ u d v v L v - . J  ) .

junui ; ;1  /J /=, / .7o.

Cut ly ing ; ic }<et  d-uty  - - -  nore care

p i c k e t  i n  p r o p e r  o l a c e s .  S l e e o  i s  a l m o s i

n n  n ' i e k o t  c f ' l - e r '  l c . J - r r n . i - - ? r  -  n i  + t r { - r  . - f 4 ' ^ {v qr  v sr  . .JcJ-  rJ L l ! .LIay '  
S r l_L. : ! r r  u p JI  i  a l f  .

; -  + ^ r _ - ^ -  - ; -
I  D  U d .J -  YJ .J .  I . I J

out  of  the

T  l - l ^ ^  - i " - +
f  I I c 1 l .  . J U D U

^ ' l ^ ^ - . i * -  - L ^
i r  ! c l .  u  r r rF  u  t l  g

nr  t  o  q l - i  nn  r . rh  - , i  ' l
u  s v a  v I U l l  , , , t r r _ L I e

dozed  o f f  , , o
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s leep  a . f t e r  be ing  re l i eved  f ron  sen t r ; r  go .  I  nus t  have  s lec t

sounc r l y .  \ , ne  o f  t he  F ingoes  cha t  o io  gua rd  a l so  cane  c lose  to  ne  &

cal l -ed ne about  t  t imes before I  a ' ,voke & as ieec r rhether  he could

f i r e  a  coup le  o i  sho ts  a t  t he  -nemJr r  3s  he  cou lo  see  them -cass ing

bacl<tvars 3" forl . iarcis u.o the nountain. I  rras thinking had it  been

one of  the jneny instead cf  the - i ingo,  there rvould have been ver) /

l i t t l e  l e f t  o f  roe .

I  have  i us t  hea rd  tha t  i he  Ca : ta in  was  n ine  shee ts  i n  t he

w i n d  a t  T h o m a s ' s  C a n p .  C n  h i s  r o a d  h i n . ( h o i n e ? )  h e  t h e

serv i -ce c"  sa i -a he rvould not  re turn again.  At .Dalmi t fonte in he d id

l i ke l v i se ,  c i  gave  i i ay , va rd  a  cou r le  o f  c lou ts  &  apo log i zed  the  nex t

m. . r i - . inc l -n  i ; . ;n . rard,  JominJ-ssar ia t  Of f icer  (21) .  I  hear  Ealn+ard hasr r r v ! f f r r r t i  v v  r r q

repo r ted  the  i ap ta in  to  the  Oo lone l .  Our  nen  fee l  d i sgus ted  r ,+ i t h

the Calrtai-n & r,visir he luould keep his word.

' ' ient  
on i ' ionoay to  v is i t  sone Fr ienc is  of  the C. l ' I .R.  On ny

return home at  E d. f , r .  I  came dc i ' rn  a shor t  cut .  One l lace I  nad to

s l ide dorvn on my back for  about  10 yos & fe l l  in  r . r i th  a Basutr - ' .

p ic lcet .  They n i -s took me for  one of  the fnemft ' , . ias just  about  f i r ing

at  ne when ihey found out  r ' rho I  was ihey burst  out  laughing - - -

l i ke  the i r  impudence .

I iad Jurry sterv r ' ,r i ih Ted , lylo"e for d.inner & stayeci with him

unt i l  a lnost  sun- iown.  Le i t  i ' /y lde & vrent  over  to  Sergt .  la ' -ber t

No .4  C . l t .R .  &  had  d inne r  t ^ r j - t h  h in  - - -  aLso  eough  bcy  s te rv

le f t  for  Carao at  'o  
- ) .n .  t

T r r o q d r r r  4  / l L  / r 7 Q .

Lro r ro l sec i  , / -  f r on  i i eu t .  Leach  (22 )  i o , ray  fo r  ske tch  o f

i ' ioo i rose I  s  i lounta in.

i 'Jeather  ver) r  c louc iy  - - -  fee l  as i - f  I  shoulc  l ike to  be at

L ^ * ^  ^ - ^ ;  -!r Uld s 47).4-Ltr .

t ^ ^ ; ;  -, r a s l l J . l l g  O a y .

To r ,ur i te  to  G. i " I .  a i -out  ny r ,vatch.

' i o r l r r o q d r ' r r .
u r l q , /  .
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. . i r r  c leer  i . i iSs  Surnans'  '< l

.raroon me if  I  intrude on this vorlr

- r i ' r ^a - '  +he  occas ion  o f  t h i s  ycu r  sad  be reave rnen t .  I  have  l ong) L L y A V J  V r r  U r r

kno tvn  you  oo th ;  I  cou ld  no t  ccnsc ien t i ous l y  a l l o rv  th i s  oppor iun i t y

to  ?ass  r t i t hou t  e : c : ress ing  ay  hea r t - f e l t  s ' . ' n ra th ; r .

i ' l y  dear  I ' l iss  iurmans, ,

a l t hough  I  s reak  i nd i v ioua l l y  a I l - ow  ne

to  say  tha t  I  convey  the  sen t imen ts  - f  t he  T roop  &  nany  l vou lo  fa in

a v - n r r a e c  f h o i -  w i S h e S  a S  I  h a V e  d O n e  w e r e  t h e y  p r i V i l e g e d  t o  d O  S O .

Your fa ther  has end-eared h imsel f  to  many in  th is  Troop 6c nost

_rar t icu lar ly  in  the gal lant  anct  so ld ier - l ike act  on the occasion on

which he met  h is  death wound.

i i a v  G o ^  ; -  i ^ ;  ̂  ^ - ^ " i a e n c e  o v e r l o o k  a 1 1  f o r :  s o r a  i n  t h e, r v t /  s v ! r  ! r !  r i + D  J ! U v l u s f l v s  v v = I I V v r r  d r r  6 J

h r r n h l  o  r " r y a q \ z o r r  n f  - n r r F  - - ' i  n ^ o r r a  f r i  a n r ir r u r - I v I E , J L A J V L  \ J l  
J U L , [ f  J f l f u u ! v  ! ! ! v f - q t

A .  B o s s .

Ca: ta in  Su r :nan  (2 : )  C ied  a t  ' lO  a .n r .  a f t e r  n ine  da ; ' s

suf fer ing.  The coor  . ; iss  :ur f lanS 3. re dreadfu l ly  cut  up i t  is

h e a r t - r e n c i - i  n q  i o  s e e  t h e m .

. i  a r l n a q r c r r .v * u , /  .

; i rc te  i r , io  1et 'bers to  Toiun - - -  one for  G. i ' i .  & / i .C

rec e ived.  Ie t t  ers  l ' I rs  .  C .A .  C .

i iorse guard 2no re l ie f  .

I T l h r r n c r l  ^ - r  : .  / C ,  / n Q .L L r \ ) L - V d , Y  a /  ) /  /  - , / .

Raining sl ight  showers. ,

Borowed 10 sh i l i i ngs  f rom F.  ?aech to  buy  mea l ies  fo r

I I V ! D g .

H  
- n a  

/ 1 a \ 7  \ ) / r  /  r \ ) .
. -  + * \ * q . /  , . /  /  :  , .

' ieather  c loud.- f .

Fun  e i r )a (  .  e l l y  i  - a i ch  i i gh t i n3 .

Carn :  i a t i gue  s t ruck  i en ts  &  hao  genera l  c l ea . r i ng  up .

Bet  wi th  .aynaster  L iav is  (24)  that  the nounta in r , rou lcr  be

' ^ _ _  ! 1 ^ ^  4 e  ^ +  ' - h i  -  - n n f , f u ,v u ! -  w J  u l l g  t )  t _ , _ L  u r r ! -  , . l v r l
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L V a

Cut ly ing -o icket  du iY ton ight

S l e l t  n i s e r a o l y  t h a t  n i 3 h t  i e e i  a s  c o l c  a s  i c e .

Q ^ r - r r - , r ^ -  4 4 + U. . ) a u u r . L t a . y  t t r J I I :

sharp  shooter  &  fa t igue he lped to  f i t t  sand baSs fo r

battery.  '

Srrn  d  aw 1 ' l th :v \ 4 4 * s . /

Pudd.ing for dj-nr:er.

I lorse guard 2nd re l - ie f  .

SunoaY night

Shoul {  there be an a lar rn ny p lace is  to  look af ter  the

h o r s e s  - - -  I t n  g l a C .

l,{ nzr rl r rr .
I  r v r - s e r /  .

The i ' l iss  Surnans le f t  th is  morn ing for  Revd'  E l lengerger

(2 , ) .  They  i n tenc  S ta ; r i p16  the re  f c r  a  sho r t  t i r ae .

' r a r l n o q r l e r z .

i i r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  I ' l r s .  C .  & '  A ' C '

Picket d.uty --- ver; '  cold & "r ino;r '

[hursd-ay 1r / .

F . e c e i v e d -  4  l e t t e r s  J . B . ,  J . P . ,  A . O .  &  a n  i n g l i s h  l e t t e r

f rorn the o1d.  oeoPle ( ,25) .

capta i  n  Brabant  & h is  reg.  le f t  th is  morn ing fcr  + days

, ra-croI .

. r ,ook ine at  about  lOO Eusuius return ing f rom a patro l .  They

-FA  c i  n r i  no  nno  dane i  na  the  r , v ' a r  d -ance  h i ck ing  uc  an  a t l f u l  r ow-
d - L  g  D  ! f  l A I .  j : l  q r r u  g s r r v  * r r C

A 'H r l _cav  tb  :

" " " *  "ua rd  1s t  re l i e f .

12  _ rounoer  Cannon  a r r i ved -  he re  f ro io  the  F ree  S ta te  a t  I  p .n .

Saturs!ayj

r ru t l ; r in ;5-  ] i -cke-c cury - - -  a . lnost  i rozen tovrards t  3 ' ' l [ '  cn

' I " - A  ^ r r  - n n n i  t] J  u r r v e r /  - . - -  * * . 1 8 .

Sunday:

T r a i l o f t h e b i g g u n - - - b r o k e n c h u r c h - : a r a d e f o r u h e f i r s t
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t i n e  a t  i { o o i r o s e t s  C a m p .

The .ura. i l  breal . : ing o i  rhe b ig gun wi l l  no d"oubt  keec t1s

h p r O  i h r . O e  1 , y p a 1 - a  
' l  ^ % - ^ . n  r r n ' l r r a l n '  ^ - h - r r J n o  i : h i  q  n l i : O p l A f h O f ' -! c v s f \ D .  M l , l 1 ( i I  ( . | ' l l I L ] ' U . b ! J  U d , ! i . l  / a 9 : - r u  u r r r J  u 4  v v t j v  u r r s r  .

Success fu l  pa t ro l  o f  t he  f i r s t  Reg t .  - - -  l i i l l eo  abou t  2 ,

i ia f f i rs  i ,  captured about  80 or isoners & 2OO ' .vonen & ch i ldren.

io lonel  Srabant  had to  use oynanT-ce to  snol ' .e  the n iggars out  o f

the caves ;  nen . .vounded on our  s ic j .e .

T u e s d a y :

Horse guard r  or  the ' .vhoIe c iay.

\,{_edlesday:

Sharp shooter .

Fr i ia l r  Z7;Ta=

Prepara i j - on  fo r  s :o r t s  f o r  t ueens , i i r t hoay  - - -  hac i  a  tug  o f

r . rar  rv i - th  the, .ueensiown Trcop - - -  l ' Ion t t ' i ice out  o f  three i ines

spor ts  verJr  du l l - .

Sunciay:

Esco r t  c f  i co tch  ua rbs  to  - ' hona ' s  Carap .  A r r i r . a l  o f  t he

' . r r r p - h - - q r i o t - r  ; - , 1 l r - T h e r s  n t  c l  U S i C .

; r€ i l t  to  enc lu i re  about  bo: :  ? .  Uls ter ,  not  su i t ,  : . r ' r fu l ly  sorry

;  ^ t  T - .  ^ . \ ^ , , . { -  i - 1 . ^  ^ ^ - +-  -  / C \ / I c l - l - I - )  : ' . U U L l L ,  U l j g  U U , 1  U .

l i O n O a j :

Finest  fun - - -  I  have seen for  a  long i ine .bhe ,3ur ,qhersdorr

hacr  io  ba. i . ,e  th is  ; : lace which."ve ca l l  the sarcLdle.  j 'To sooner  the

, r r r r h o r q  c 2 ' F  , . r i i h i n  < q n - i :  l h p  :  r f f i f S  O : t e n e O  f i f e  U f O n  i h e n  3  n a d eJ U ! : l l u !  D  v o -  - 9  i Y f  u r l } r l  .  * 4 t ) g  u r r Y  r - q l !  ! I  !

then run a.s  i r  f  or  the i r  
' l  

ives.  The 3urghers ' , \ rere say ing they vr i l l

sho ' , . ; - uhe  feo ts  hc l  t o  ba . :e  the  i noun ta in .

tuessiarr:_

r ' r i iva l  o f  ihe For t  -aufor t  'urghers le f t  f  or  4  da;zs

_ c a t r o l  a ' t  1 t J  _ : a s t ' l  f c r t h e  c a v e s .  C f f  s a d C l e d  a t  l  l . l l r l .  e t

t \ !  d . d , r p .

i  ia.1uc hi Ia ,J ave s .

Fr i - ' - iay:



"boloneI  
had.  dec id.ed.  to  bore the Caves & b last  them i f

poss j -b le  be fo re  s to rm ing .

o rde r  coun te rnanded .  F ingoes  s to rned  the  caves  be ing

p rcm ised  a l l  t he  s ro i l .  t hey  t ^ ro r l ced  r , ve l l  3 ,  go t  c lose  to  the  cave

t 'vhere a l l  the , -a f f i - rs  were re l ieveo.  The l t ingoes hem-rred.  thern in

as  we  though t ,  ho rveve r  t hey  a l l  esca teo  Cur i rg  the  n i3h t  l + i t h  t he

e x c e o t i o n  o f  s i : <  &  a b o u t ' l  h u n c i r e d ' , v o m e n  &  c h i l d r e n  , , e n t  t o  s e e

the  cave ,  qu i te  su rp r i sed -  us  a l r .  The  cave  i s  abou t  l oo  fee t

square  &  10  fee t  h igh  - - -  we  k i l l ed  abou t  6 ; ' a f f i r s  &  cap 'bu red -  26

horses .  A t  abou t  12  m id -day  we  sado led  uc  a  gave  c i rase  to  the

o q n r ' r a n  n i  o a o r . q  i - i  
' l  

I  i  n r  l - r . 1 6  A  S C a t t e f i n q  t h e  O t h e r s  _  ' 6 h n r r t  1 0  i  n*  u v q u  u s ! l r f b  u t f  v  v u r t g ! D !  _ r . r / J L l v  / \ J  I J . t

nuraber al l  over the country --- we shoulci verJl l ikely have got then

al l  had the country  been f l -a t  instead of  nounta inous rve

fo l l owed  them fo r  abou t  t en  n i l es  a long  the  Dragensberg .

2nd re l ie f  horse guard.

Sunday  1s t  June :

Eurn in6 the gra in : . .  br 'ak in-q r icvrn the . laves we have tu t  ihe

fea r  i n to  cne  -aphu i te  fo r  i he  f  u iu re  they  r . r i l ]  ee r  c1ea r  o f

t h e  c a v e s .

L e f t  i i a t u s h i l a ' s  C a v e  a t  1 O  a . n .  f o r  i ' i o o i r o s e ' s  l { .

ar r ived in  Camc abou:  )  p .n.  - - -  hearo that  the i ia f f i rs  a t tac ieed-

the  1 : i cke t  on  the  saoc le  aga in .

. i ' ionday 2nd:

Exci - tenent  in  Uamp th is  norn ing.  Kaf f i rs  t ry ing to  Get

n ^ 1 - - 1 ^  + - 1 . ^  l . ' ^ . , - - l - ^ - . i *  + - 1 ^ ^ -  - ^ t  / r / \  t ^ ^ - ^ r  i - ^  ! r - -  - - isr .auure u i r  uue I ' iounta in they got  40 head.  up in  the n ight  ? t  hacr

to  l eave  . {  beh ind  wh ich  rhey  cou ld  no t  nanaqe .

Tuesoay  l rd :

Dorabaro ing  the  i l oun ta in  - - -  12 t (  l ann rn  do ing  go rd  execuc ion

iieavy rain t, :rvaros evening.

, , €o t  ro  a  s ing ing  conce r t  i n  A .  I i u t chons rs  ren t  ve r - r

f  a i - r .

' ,r  ednes,,- ' .av 4th:



29 .

St i l l  bombard. ing the mounta in.

r ,v i th  re ference in  tak ing ihe i ' iounta in

be  ta ]<en  eas i l y .

dR .ev* .  G iddy  (27 )  he l c  se rv i ce

shoulo a l l  come back unhur t .

Great  exc i tement  in  Camp

r e n e f a l  6 n i  n i  n n  i  s  r v i  I  f- U r r v 5 q 4 v i / r I . A v : l

. n  i e d n o q r i a w  r r a v i n g  t h a i  l . t gu s s r / - J 4 q r , a r 4 b

f lh r r r , .q r l  r r r  t r+h  17rQ -
v s s , /  t  v l t  ' v  |  2 '  .

1 /2 ,  a . r r .  i n  read iness  fo r  s to r i n ing  the  i ' i oun ta in  7 ,  o f  t he

t c . i : . r o n m D n r r v .  ) O  o f  t h e  C . i " i .  F . i f l e s ; 2 ,  n e a u f o r t  S u r g h e r s  a r e  t o  b e

f o r  t h e  s t o r n l n g  p a r t y ' s .  ]  T r o o p s  o f  t h e  2 n o  Y e o m a n r y  t o - c e  t h e

supoor t s .  25  o f  t he  1s t  Yeo .  t he  who le  o f  t he  ] rd  Regmt .  ? : c  2OO

i:asutors unc l -er  Capta in to  s torm the raounta in f rom the back.

i , /e  s tar ted f ron the Camo at  6  &.D.  and reached the foot  o f

the mounta in at  1 /4 sast  6  &.r .  the advance t {as sounded at

about  7 3.n.  - - -  ' t ' Je then made a rush for  the f i rs t  schaanze

r,vith a murderous f ire the fel lot^is 'vi€re fal l ing around me one

bu1let  )assed pret ty  c lose to  xre }<nocic ing a . r iece of  s tone of f  f rom

a rock & h i t  ny r ight  ear  which naoe ne hesi ta-Ue for  about  ten

minu tes .

Got  t i r ree months leave.  Lef t  Camp on Z)ra June arr ived

in Tolvn orr the 29tln.

( ( ( ( ( o )  )  ) )  )
In  th is  f  ashi -on the j  curnal  o f  l i r thur  Aarcn - ioss 

tern inates

but  had.  he remaj-ned in  the area of  operat ions he vrould t robaoly

have  l os t  o the r  be ts  on  the  da . te  tha t , i oo ros i ' s  raoun ta in  t ' ; as

ta i , : en ,  f o r  i he  res i : ' Jance  o f  t he  Baphu t i , . r ss  no t  on l y  f i e rce  bu t

he ro i c .  I n  bo th  Seo te rnbe r  and  Oc iobe r  , ra r l eys  were  he l -C  on  the

nounta in be ' i ;v ieen i ioroos i  and Cape of i ic ia ls  but  no resul is  1^rere

ach ieved  as  the  bas i c  denand  o f  t he  v rh i t e  d "e lega tes  rdas  fo r  t he

unconc i t i - ona l  su r :enceu  o f  . - t o ros i  h inse l_ f  .

Then  on  oc tobe r  27 th ,  1a79  L i -eu tenan t - co rone l  z .  Bay l y  o f

the ca:e l ' lounted F. i f les was sent  to  take over  command- of  the

force.  (ee) .  Bayly  hai .  unc ier taken the red.uct ion of  the s t rong-



.:. ;41$;gfg:j}

t o .

holo und.er  cer ta in  condi t ions the f i rs t  be ing that  he should not

be in ter fered.  tv i th  ano the second that  h is  un i t ,  the Ca:e Plounted

R i * - l es ,  on l ;  shou ld  pa r t i c i pa te .  (29 ) .  ' i l t hougn  a r t i l l e r y  \ . i as  i n

- r ^ , . n i -  - , , n^ " t  - ,  ! p r r l  17  nb la in , r i  r h re  -  . r t . l ns  anC i  a  Sna l l _  mOf ta f  .  I i e- l M  U  - t , | . y L J ! , J /  2 A u  L J  v v  v q r r t - s  v r r r  v  - .  J u r r u

mainta ined.  a  s teac 'y  bonbardmeni  o f  the mounta in fcr  severa l  days

w i ih  the  no r ta r  be ing  espec ia l l y  p rominen t .  I n  t h i s  f ash ion  the

forrn idable Baohut i -  schanzes r , ,Jere crenol ished and t i re i r  ga l lant

aefencrers s laughterec-  f ron behind.  Then on the n ighc c f  l iovember

19t f r  to  20th the f ina l  successfu l  s tor rn ing of  the noun' ;a i -n  took

o lace .  , i h i l - s t  t he  a t tac l< iag  fo rce  su i fe red  v i r t ua l l - y  no  casua l t i es

the naphut i  r . . , rere absolute ly  annih i la tecr .  ( ]0) .  Thus encied a

non- - i  en  t - i r - f  ShOUld  neve1 .  haVe  been  Unc |e r ta fuen ,  Cne  wh iCh  theU , : 1 l r r  / d f  6 r f  U I I C 1  t

Ja:e a, in in is t i 'a i ion hac- ,  in  ef fec 'b ,  engendereo DJr  t l , ler r  t reataent

o f  t he  va r ious  Easu to  t r i bes  i L I l o  t he i r  a l l i es .

( ( ( ( ( o ) )  ) ) )
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