
SLUM DWELLERS HAPPY IN THEIR HEW HOMES ' ^

The » s tiv e  fs i l i e s  who h«ve been reaoved fro,'. the sluaa of Sophiatown 
Johr-anesburg, >r* happy in  th e ir  new separate brisk houses end hrve no inten­
tion  of ever going b?.c«c to Sophi? town.

They never had such decent housing in th e ir  l iv e s . Many of th e j h*ve opved
ro* a*ud sh e lte rs  in the prim itive bush, to alums in Sophiatovn, to n ice  houses 

a t  esdoviands.

t t r  ngers in  the sluas hsve v.de frien d s since s e ttlin g  down as resp ectab le  
neighbours a t  eadowlands. y

The f» l i l ie s  were not fo rcib ly  removed froa. the siu.. ■■.. The p o lice  were 
e tc  p ro te ct the Natives froci outride . .j i ta to r s  but there were* no in cid en ts.

Overseas press rep resen tatives who expected a 30- c . l l e d  blood-bath ex -  
pressed surprise th t  everything had gone of." smoothly and with en th u siastic  
accept.; nee ot the B' rtu a vhc h; ti been r e s e ttle d .

N 'tiv e s  ; re keen to -.ove to Meedowlands fo r two re* »onei The new township 
o .-e r s  trading f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  lietive tra d e rs  onl and lodgers end tenants in ' 

slu®, £ ref  ftre ^ x io u s  to  get proper b rie* houses fo r  bout Li to L: .1 0 s .  
per month which in asny eases i s  le s s  th.-n they were p. -in. a t  present fo r  
hoveie and shacks. *  io r

w .r- 8hoWd? th l M n tiloB« Slu^ braaa 3* per cen t of the in h f.b it.n ts
; 9M tenanl u&> f 6 Pe r sub-tenants and only 2 per cent o f  the fa l i l i e s  actu al
owners. The tenants were e rc ile s a ly  exploited by the landlords. Very often  
they have to  p-.y so-c l l e c  goodwill Ju s t  tc  be t  the righ t to le a s e . This nui 
J*  between L10 na *,15 na then sometimes i t  i s  repeated t f t e r  s ix  aonths.
The person i s  not even sure th a t he w ill not be given n o tic e , th t  he w ill h< ve 
to icye a s i n  unless he egein pays L5 o r  L10 to accu ire  h is righ t to le a s e . The 
tenants are  a t  f ie  aercy  o f the landlords p r s c t ic  l l y  f r a *  month to aonth.

-  , ! . i r ? 7 ^ gn f rlce £  'were Pfiid by the Government to M' liv e  and Coloured owners 
of p lo ts  in the sluu t r e e s .  /  few exaaplesi

iiU^ICIP.\L V/LU£-'I°il /URChV:'F. PRICE 
300 J, 1200 i  775 L “ 1 1 5 0 ----------------
?}% 1250 900 1150

1255 * 1500
?25 675 1000

ini 1275 1600
 ̂ 1255 1500

The f a c t  i s  th a t a l l  the owners were quite s a tis f ie d  with the p rices paid.

rh* density of the sluu dwellers i s  aore than 300 per aorgen (one lorgen 
i s  * .1  acres) w*ill* the g re a te s t density a t  ieadovlands, where provision is  
jade or vide, op^n spaces, w ill be 50 per aorgen, e t  ler s t  s ix  ti.ues l e s s .



Greetings,

d jju r—

File No. 12/20/2,

Natives Resettlement Board, 
P.O. Box 9848,

nmsBin

List of affected properties compiled in terms of 
_______Section 15(1) of Act No. 69 of 1955«_____

As owner of Stand No. . situated at .'f'T
Sophiatown in the district of Johannesburg, you are hereby notified 
in terms of Section No. 17(1) that this property has been included 
in the abovementioned l'ist.

With greetings,

SECRETARY.



Q-O-F-Y. •o. . • * 29C . •
* Natives Settlement Board,

P.O. Box 1179,
1st Floor, Armadale House, 

261 Iroe Street,
1 jQiiAj!?resruBC.

29/12/1954.To...Richard LIuthekwane..•
Room. («.»*•«. tand.. I65S. • •
...43 Toby Street.
•..Sophiatown*
Greetings,

You are heroly required in terms of section 25 of the Natives 
Resettlement Act 1954 (Act No. 19 of 1954) to vacate tho premises in 
which you reside namely Stahd..I656 situate at No..43 Toby Street 
..Sophiatown Johannesburg on or before . . 1  p.m. on the •• 26th day of 
••February 1955, together with the members of your household and to 
rev.ove all property belonging to you or any members of your household 
on or before the said hour and date from the said promisee.

In terms of the provisions of Seotlon 25 of Act No. 19/1954 
a house or place of residence is hereby offered to you and the members 
of your household at Stand ..693 Street ..S.3. iieadowlanda, Johannesburg. 
Should you alternatively elect to provide for your own housing needs and 
that of your household a right to occupy land, namely a demarcated stand 
in extent not less than 40* x 70*, on which you may provide for your own 
housing needs and that of your household is hereby offered to you on 
portion 21 of Diepkloof No. 9, Joharjiesburg.

Greetings,

(3«d.) 3 I! C i; I A H .
' — 1 r L --- — 7^

H.3&3E H0TB»
(1) Failure to comply with this notice is an offence.
(2) Attached hereto annexure "A" is a form of election. Please make 

your election sign and date the form and return the completed 
elootion form to the person who serves this notice on you*

(3) The Board will provide neoessary transport free of charge for your­
self, members of your household and property belonging to you and/or 
members of your household on a day to bo advised which will be between 
..21.2.1955 and ..26.2.1955* If you do not avail yourself of this 
facility you are required to provide transport at your own expense./ ft*')(4/ According to information obtained from tho survey carried out by my 
"Hoard the undermentioned persons are the only members of your 
household who are entitled to occupy the house or other place of 
residence or land on which you have acquired the right to provide 
for the housing needs of yourself and your households

(i) Your wife(ii Portia
(ill, Richard
(iv': iTiriam
M

(b) Please advise me immediately if the names of all tho members of 
your household are not mentioned herein ac otherwise only those 
parsons mentioned herein will be rehoused.

(5) A lottor to your employer is attaohed Annexure "P"* kindly hand it to 
your employer to let him know when you will be moving to the now area.

(%d) 3ECE3TAHYJ NATIVES R J3ETTL3&3OT
BOARD.

(vi.(vii) 
(viii 
(ix(x;



O-O-P-Y*- i ■■ — - wi »  w

krr.i'sam uknt

Election In terns of r>oction 25 of Act No*19 
________of 1954*___________________

I feeing a native residing in the specified area at... .
...........hereby elect to*

X (a) accept a houaj or other i>loce of residence for rayself and ray 
household at Eeadowlands, Johannesburg.

X (b) accept a right to occupy land on which I may provide for the 
housing needs of myself and ny household at Mepkloof,
J ohannosburg.

Dated at Johannesburg this............... day of ••••••••••••..19***»

Witness*

•C Delete vvhioh is not applicable.



q-cvi-y . '
-t ” asm’ » \ f. ,

ximrxuRz »zn.

no.

Natives Resettlement Board, 
P.O. Box 1179*

jOHAzr. u s t j h; .

►19.
To* The Employer of

Gent lê jan/'iirŷ ladaia,
Your employee is bein̂ * resettled in the SIoadowlanda/Diepkloof

area by ray Board. He is required to vaoate.............
"between the...... .................. and the.................... (a
definite date to he advised later) together with the members of his 
household and all property belonging to the household.

Your co-operation by allowing him to be absent (if necessary, 
from work on that lay ..dll V.o greatly a irooiatod, in ordor J hat h^ may 
personally supervise the removal of his houuehold and effeots.

Eont to be paid for the new atond/houso depends on your 
employees income. ?7ill you kindly indicate hereon vfhat your employees 
wagoa are.

Yours faithfully,

,UCRiffABY.

The ;Jeoretary,
natives resettlement loard,
P.O. Box 1179,
JOIIAW-nBURO.

Hotod. The vagae plus cost of living tllowanoe and the 
value of any rations or other privileges enjoyed of........
are.. . . . . . per month ft / per week ft.

Signature of iaployor. 
Addroas -of iaployor;

Date........... .

ft Delete wlJioh is not applicable.
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