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5th June/ 1987

Dear

The c o n f l i c t  in our c o u n t r y  and on our b o a r d e r s  i n t e n s i f i e s  daily. 
Mo r e  and mo r e  y o u n g  c o n s c r i p t s  are b e i n g  p l a c e d  in a m o ral d i l e m a  
b e c a u s e  of this. W i t h  this in m i n d  the P e a c e  and W a r  s u b - C o m m i t t e e  
of the S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  Bis h o p s '  C o n f e r e n c e  is p r o p o s i n g  
an A l t e r n a t i v e  S e r v i c e  C a m p a i g n .  We h o p e  this c a m p a i g n  wi l l  be 
used to r a ise the i s s u e  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  into the S . A . D . F .  and to 
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  to o b j e c t o r s  f a l l i n g  o u t s i d e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
the B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n .
P l e a s e  c o u l d  you d i s c u s s  this p r o p o s a l  in yo u r  church.

We have set up a time for an e c u m e n i c a l  m e e t i n g  a r o u n d  the p r o p o s a l  
at w h i c h  p e o p l e  can s h a r e  t h e i r  ideas, s u g g e s t i o n s  and c o m m e n t s .

Date: 31st August, 1987.

Time: 3.00 pm.

Venue: K h a n y a  House, 140 V i s a g i e  S t r e e t ,  P r e t o r i a

If p o s s i b l e  p l e a s e  can y o u  s e n d  a m a n d a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to this 
m e e t i n g .  If not, can you p l e a s e  s e n d  an o b s e r v e r .

If you have q u e r i e s  a b o u t  the p r o p o s a l  or if y o u  w o u l d  li k e  more
i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  can you c o n t a c t  the S e c r e t a r y  of the S u b - C o m m i t t e e
Ms J a c q u i  B o u l l e
C/0 K h a n y a  H o use
P.O. Box 941
P r e t o r i a
0001

T h a n k i n g  you.

Y o u r s  in C h r i s t

C h a i r m a n  of the P e a c e  a n d  W a r  C o m m i t t e e



SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE 

PLENARY SESSION 

1 - 7  FEBRUARY 1978

ARCHDIOCESE OF PRETORIA.

To all the Bishops.

Your Eminence, Your Grace, rfy Lord, Dear Monsignor

Herewith I enclose a copy of a letter I have received from the Methodist Church.
It indicates decisions made at their recent Conference arising out of recommendations 

from Military Chaplains.

As you are aware we were invited, together with Chaplains from other churches, to 

meetings of the Commission on Military Chaplaincy.

I have already discussed this matter with our Liaison Chaplain, Father Armstrong, 
and I do believe it would be possible for our chaplains to work within the system 

proposed by the Methodist Church.

What is particularly commendable is the idea of a pool of Chaplains to serve in the 
operational areas and the effort to provide maximum contact with Catholic National 
Servicemen, whilst not being too closely identified with the South African Defence 

Force.

The matter will come up for discussion at the forthcoming Plenary Session commencing 

on 1st February 1978. I would be pleased if you would prepare your comments for this 

discussion.

+ GEORGE F. DANIEL 
MILITARY ORDINARY



9th December 1977.

Your Grace,

re: COMMISSION ON MILITARY CHAPLAINCY

1. I regret that I am not able to send you a copy of the report to the Methodist 
Conference of the above-mentioned Commission. The Conference ruled that the report 

remain confidential.

2. I am able, however, to advise you of the resolutions approved by the Conference 

arising from a consideration of the report. These are as follows

"Commission on Military Chaplaincy

a. The Conference approves the following points as the basis for negotiation 
with the SADF and instructs the Commission to report on its discussions to 

the Conference of 1978 for its consideration and decision:

i. An alteration in status of all Methodist Chaplains, whether Permanent 

Force or Citizens' Force, with a view to their functioning in their 
Ministry to SADF personnel, as ordinary Methodist Ministers either 

in full time or part time capacities.

ii. The creation of a pool of ministers, selected by the Church and
screened by the SADF, for Ministry to men in the operational areas 

on a roster basis and for limited duration.

iii. The amendment of SADF policy, regulations and procedures so as to 
provide for Ministers serving in such civilian capacities to be able 
to fulfil meaningful and effective Ministries both in the local and 

in the operational areas.

iv. The continued payment by the SADF for such Chaplaincy.

b. The Conference refers to the Commission the investigation of the whole 
question of providing effective Ministry to all everywhere who are involved 

in Military conflict.

3. While I am sending this letter to all who on various occasions represented their 

Church at the meetings of the Commission, I should be grateful if those who in the 
first instance were responsible to their Churches for meeting with our Commission and 
reporting back to their Church authorities, would kindly advise me as to what response 
there has been from their Churches to our invitation to be associated with the 
Methodist Church in its negotiations with the SADF along the lines set out above.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

F.C. LOUW (Convener)



W H A T  IS T H E  A L T E R N A T E  S E R V I C E ' C A M P A I G N

In the last few y e a r s  we have se e n  r e s i s t a n c e  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  into 

the S.A.D.F. g r o w i n g .  S e v e r a l  y o u n g  m e n  find t h e m s e l v e s  in a m o r a l  

crisis sre: p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the S . A . D . F .  Th i s  c o u l d  be b e c a u s e  

they re p a c i f i s t s  due to r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s #  or b e c a u s e  they 

b e l i e v e  the w a r  to be unjust. W h a t e v e r  the r e a s o n s  most of these 

y o ung men ha v e  l i t t l e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  (i.e. e x c e p t  for u n i v e r s i a l  

r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s )

C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  have long b e i n g  part of the t r a d i t i o n  of 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  and the c h u r c h e s  in S.A. The c h u r c h e s  do not on l y  

r e c o g n i s e  u n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s  but r a t h e r  all o b j e c t o r s  

of c o n s c i e n c e .  As such, we h a v e  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  all 

those y o u n g  c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  find t h e m s e l v e s  u n a b l e  to serve. We 

have made this d e m a n d  to the S.A. g o v e r n m e n t  on n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  

yet no m o v e s  ha v e  b e e n  m a d e  to p r o v i d e  for t h ese y o u n g  men. The 

time has come for us to s t a n d  w i t n e s s  to our d e m a n d s  and to p r o v i d e  

an a l t e r n a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  for t h e s e  o b j e c t o r s  e i t h e r  in our 

c h u r c h e s  or in w e l f a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Th i s  s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  be the 

same length as n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w o u l d  be p a i d  the 

same wa g e  as th e y  r e c e i v e  in the S . A . D . F . ,  o n l y  this time the 

c h u r c h  w o u l d  be p a y i n g  them. By d o i n g  this the C h u r c h e s  w o u l d  be 

r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e i r  d e m a n d s  that:

1. A l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to all o b j e c t o r s .

2. It be for the s a m e  l e n g t h  as s e r v i c e  in the S . A . D . F .

3. That o b j e c t o r s  be a l l o w e d  to do t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  in 

ch u r c h  or w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

This w o u l d  be the e s s e n c e  of the A l t e r n a t e  S e r v i c e  C a m p a i g n .

TO WHOM W O U L D  THE C H U R C H E S  BE A D D R E S S I N G  T H E M S E L V E S  IN T H E  C A M P A I G N ?  

T h e r e  are a n u m b e r  of c o n c r i p t s  w h o  fall o u t s i d e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

of the B oard for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  but who w o u l d  r e g a r d  t h e m s e l v e s  

as obj e c t o r s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  p e o ple, w h i l e  b e i n g  o p p o s e d  to 

s e r v i c e  in the S . A . D . F . ,  are w i l l i n g  to do an a l t e r n a t i v e  form of 

na t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  they r e g a r d s  as a g e n u i n e  s e r v i c e  to their 

com m u n i t y .  Th i s  w i l l  be the p r i m a r y  t a r g e t  group to the C h u r c h e s  

w o u l d  be a d d r e s s i n g .



HOW W O U L D  WE GO A B O U T  I M P L E M E N T I N G  T H I S  P R O G R A M  OF A L T E R N A T I V E  

SER V I C E ?

If the C h u r c h e s  a g r e e  to p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  to o b j e c t o r s  

falling o u t s i d e  the D e f e n c e  A m e n d m e n t  Act so m e  m a c h a n i s m  of c l a r i 

fying the o b j e c t o r s  m u s t  be i n t r o d u c e d .

It is in l ight of this that a P a nel for C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  is 

being s u g g e s t e d .  T h i s  P a nel s h o u l d  be an e c u m e n i c a l  one, m a d e  up 

of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fr o m  the v a r i o u s  c h u r c h e s  as w e l l  as n o n 

r e l i g i o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The P a n e l  w o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

i n t e r v i e w i n g  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t o r s  in o r d e r  to h e l p  c l a r i f y  the o b j e c t o r s  

m o t i v a t i o n  and to a s c e r t a i n :

1. W h e t h e r  the o b j e c t o r  f a l l s  into the P a n e l ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of an 

o b j e c t o r .

2. If the o b j e c t o r  n e e d s  to be p l a c e d  in a c h u r c h  or w e l f a r e  

a g e n c y  and for w h a t  period.

This i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  then be p a s s e d  to a p l a c e m e n t  team w h o  w o u l d  

find a p l a c e  for the o b j e c t o r .  T h i s  t e a m  c o u l d  c o n s i s t  of some 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fr o m  t hose c h u r c h e s  and w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that 

are w i l l i n g  and able to e m p l o y  o b j e c t o r s .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  to the P a nel s h o u l d  be m a d e  in w r i t i n g  and s h o u l d  

incl u d e  :

1. P e r s o n a l  d e t a i l s  of o b j e c t o r :  age, d e p e n d e n t s ,  w o r k  and s i t u a t i o n  

w i t h  the S .A.D.P.

2. The n a t u r e  of the a p p l i c a n t s  o b j e c t i o n  (e.g. moral, p a c i f i s t  or 

or just war) and the g r o u n d s  for su c h  o b j e c t i o n .

This Panel for C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  w o u l d  ha v e  no formal r e l a t i o n 

ship to the B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  and w o u l d  s e rve as an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  to t h o s e  c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  e i t h e r  fall o u t s i d e  the c l a s i f i -  

c a t i o n  of the B o a r d  or w h o  c h o o s e  not to r e c g o n i s e  the Board.

Note that the terms of r e f e r e n c e  of the P a n e l  s h o u l d  not i n c l u d e  

r e c o m m e n d i n g  that the a p p l i c a n t  s h o u l d  s e r v e  in the S.A . D . F .  or 

that he s h o u l d  a p p l y  to the B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n .  *



T h e r e  are 2 p o s s i b l e  w a y s  of g a i n i n g  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  

in the campa i g n .  T h e  first w o u l d  be to p u b l i c i s e  the s t a n d s  of 

the i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t o r s  in our c h u r c h e s  and to e n c o u r a g e  supp o r t  

a c t i o n s . T h e  s e c o n d  w o u l d  be to ask for P e a c e  V o l u n t e e r s  over a 

s p e c i f i c  period. T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w o u l d  then ma k e  part in v a r i o u s  

P e a c e  P r o j e c t s  ( s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  c o n d u c t e d  by the E. C . C . ) .  The 

i m p o r t a n c e  of this w o u l d  be:

1. An a c t i v e  s i g n  of s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the o b j e c t o r s .

2. The d i s p l a y  of a c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n  as o p p o s e  to the 

d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n s  of the S . A . D . F .

3. An e m p h a s i s  of our c o m m i t m e n t  to a g e n u i n e  n a t i o n a l  s e rvice.

T I M E S P A N

As the c a m p a i g n  is an i m p o r t a n t  one and one w h i c h  d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t s  

the S t a t e  w i t h  the C h u r c h e s '  d e m a n d s ,  it is i m p o r t a n t  that the 

c a m p a i g n  as far as p o s s i b l e ,  has o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s u p p o r t  and ba c k i n g .  

In o rder to a l l o w  for this and b e c a u s e  of the i n f r e q u e n c y  of 

o ff i c i a l  c h u r c h  b o d y  m e e t i n g s  it is suggested that the c a m p a i g n  

be seen as a one y e a r  p r o j e c t .  T h i s  t i m e s p a n  do e s  not h o w e v e r  me a n  

that we can sit b a c k  and w a i t  for the ne x t  e i g h t  m o n t h s .  It is 

i m p o r t a n t  to put as mu c h  e f f o r t  as p o s s i b l e  into the c a m p a i g n  from 

the start.

C O N C L U S I O N

A l t h o u g h  the g o v e r n m e n t  has a b s o l u t e  p o w e r  in the a r e a  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  

it w o u l d  be l o a t h e  to act a g a i n s t  the u n i t e d  i n i a t i v e  of all the 

churches. Th i s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  w i d e  p u b l i c  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  

m i g h t  ena b l e  us to m a k e  our d e m a n d s .
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