
5 Bothwell Street,

London, N.W.1,

England.

21/4/69
Dearest Hose,

1 promised Hark - and you, and myself - that I would 
write to you, but first X hqd to finish a book I was writing. It is 
trivial, a novel about love, entirely non-political, however if 
only I can seJsl the damn thing and get a little money, we are so 
broke at present, it's a disease. While X am writing I cannot write 
letters at all. This is because there are too many people to write 
to, too many dear friends all over the place who send me gifts from 
Sweden, Hungary, America, South Africa, books about their countries 
or books they have written and other things, and if I start writing 
it becomes endless and takes up the few precious hours that I snatch 
for my writing. So I make a rule, and must adhere to it. This letter 
is therefore an explanation and apology and everything.

I was so impressed with I“!ark - remembering a pesty little boy, 
finding this thoughtful, lively and independent youngster on our 
doorstep - it was a real joy. We enjoyed his company, we were 
heartened by his individuality, and if you see Rose tell her how 
much we liked him. I can t tnink of your boys in such terms - tall, 
with &kHie their own personalities and so on. I still think of them 
as the children I left behind.

Brief personal round-up first - family: (from top down) Rusty is 
in the same job, rather dead-endish and not very interesting. He is 
getting older, what Fuzzy calls 'tetchy' ('Archie's getting very 
tetchyt, she said) and finds the burden of full-time Job (employee) 
with no time to call your own, plus the tremendous amount of work to 
be done in the house, plus too little money, a bit wearying, but 
on the whole he has taken to London, likes the climate ('.) and 
appreciates the cultural feasts London offers us. Politically, he 
tramps around in the same old circle - but more of that later.
*atrick chucked his apprenticeship to become a salesman, loves it, 
hopes to graduate to selling interesting stuff - whoever thought 
that introverted, inarticulate illiterate would blossom out into 
a verbose, joke-cracking, turning-on-the-charm, successful; door to 
door salesman? Strange things happen. He had a bout of left-wing 
politics, but dropped out, although his conviction remains, because 
he hasn't the time. Frances has become a gorgeous girl, elegant 
and most attractive, deeply intellectual and thoughtful - she 
discusses with me conceptions that I didn't have until I was pract
ically middle-aged, and 3he ha3 a terrific grasp of history, of the 
development of society, I'm very proud of her. She is writing 'A' 
levels in June and if the results are good enough will go to Sussex 
University hkx£ in October So read social anthropology. She has been 
a 'late-developer' physically, but now has become so attractive and 
self-confident. Keith is a 12-year-old version of what he always 
was, a home and parent-loving child, full of ideas, very self-suff- 
icient in the way youngsters get here, where they can go everywhere 
and have no real limitations placed on them. He is the most 'English'



6f them all - it is natural that he should forget a great deal 
about SA: he has very radical ideas and wants to go on all the 
marches (and there are plenty of those). Toni has two sons, ■‘■van 
is getting on very well as an assistant carae»-man; he works with 
a group which makes films for TV. He is always away - this is fine 
for him, they film all over the place, different part of the British 
Isles, plus the Continent, and in the coming year he may go further 
afield - but a bind for Toni, who has become what I think is the 
saddest adult in British life, the yoflng mother completely and 
absolutely tied down by the demandB of small children, from whom 
she cannot get away. I adore the boys, but I em very selfish and 
will not ive up much of my time to help Toni - the very minimum.
She must cope alone. I value my time terribly highly, and deeply 
resent otferer people making inroads on it. So we have them here for 
lunch on Sundays, and when Ivan is a .■■■ay I sometimes go to her 
for an afternoon, or she brings the kids here for supper, but I 
don't asi n a y  regular time to being a 'grandma'. 3he must run 
her owq life.

There is a group of these young mothers - Barbara Feinberg (who 
was Levy, who was Kisrtac Peltu) has 3 sons, Eleanor Kasrils has
2 sons, Barbara Lamb has 1 daughter, and so on. But the demands of 
daily life here are very great, the distances too big in a city 
this size, and it isn't easy for them to share their problems out.

And me? Well, it's a long story. I think last yeti’ was the most 
traumatic and depressing year I have lived through. It was the parting 
of the ways for me, politically, with all the people I have worked 
with so closely all my life. Yet somehow I have not had the courage 
to make a real break, so I linger on, in but not in, feeling truly 
alienated. I suppose Czechoslovakia was the turning-ooint, but it 
was not the thing in itself, because I had become aware of the xfifc 
rift growing long before that; ever since I have been here, in fact, 
to an increasing extent. What was shocking for me was the personal 
aspect: to relaise how far apart Rusty and I have become in our 
olitical ettitudes. This was never so in the past, when I accepted 

his guidance and deferred to his better judgement. The crisis came 
one night - sometime about 1.S0 or 2 in the morning, a few nights 
after the invasion of Czech, when I realised that if we continued 
with the acrimonious and angry argument we were having that our 
personal relationship would be deeply damaged, and I took a sudden 
decision not to discuss the Czech question with him any more - a 
decision which I have adhered to ever since. Vthen others discuss it 
in front of us I listen but refx’ain from comment. Of course, this is 
a compromise, and I realise it must be so, but i prefer it this way.
I can feel angry and full of hate towards others when we have argued, 
but I don't get into bed wifcli them afterwards. How Rusty feels about 
this, I don't know, ffl don t discuss it. I keep my mouth closed and 
open it to comment on things when we are on safe ground, and of 
course there is plenty of that left. But, Rose, if being a hard-line 
Stalinist type conformist is being a communist, then all I can say 
is that I am not one, and don't feel like one any more. I have made 
a big swing in many things. I don't believe in 'democratic central
ism'; the USSR, and everything in it, has a different meaning to me 
today; I value the right to dissent, and the right of others, very



highly indeed. And so it goes on. Joe says I get worked up about 
things that wouldn't have worried me in SA. In one respect this 
has some truth in it - that we didn't have the close, visual 
contact in SA with events in other countries that television gives 
here. But for the whole year I watched Vietnam and Biafra, and 
there was a stage when the sight of the children of Biafra could 
no longer be lporne. Perhaps you have seen newspaper photographs, 
but you haven t seen the films made by various countries and shown 
on TV, the incredible and awful sights that are almost more than 
any human being can bear. So I fell out over this as well (Russian 
support of Nigeria in planes, etc) (and the failure of certain 
people And organisations to do anything about the women and children 
as thought hhis was not also a war). Yet I am, and always will be, 
a committed person. And because of the nature of my past life, and 
of my marriage and associations, my commitments must still be 
fulfilled in part at least with people arid organisations with 
whom I am no longer entirely in tune X think this is partly sheer 
cowardice, the fear of being entirely isolated, but partly just 
expediency, and the fact that I cannot, simply cannot, cut nyself 
off from what was the major portion of my life. Now, in exile, the 
only way to retain contact with 56 years of struggle in SA is 
through such groups. So there it is. I have old you, as Mark said 
I must 'All, everything I feel, about Czechoslovakia and everything.

Of course, this is not all. There is too much to say and I just 
can't sit and write it all. I suppose X would be a sad old sack, if 
it were not tor the fact that I have rich compensations - so great 
ere they, in fact, that but for the ' commitibant' they would become 
my whole life. I love writing, but more than that I love painting.
I could easily chuck everything, but everything, and simply paint 
and dx'aw all day. I could forget the world for a while and I could 
leave housework, duties, meetings, friends, and shut myself in by 
myself and just paint. I go to'art classes at a spiendi d and 
stimulating art centre and enjoy.them enormously, and know that I 
can draw much better than practically all the others, and am 
convinced that if only I had enough time, enough leisure, enough 
money, to do nothing out paint I would create something wonderful, 
•■hether this would be so or not, I cannot say, because I haven„t the 
time and money, and have to try bo earn some, at which I am not very 
successful. Writing is a way of staying poor, but the only way I 
know of earning at least a little, so X stick >;ith it.

We bought a house that needed to be converted from a typical 
filthy old London ruin into somethin- habitable. This has drained 
us dry during the past year, and we have scraped the bottom of the 
barrel and a lot remains to be done. Of course, the money position 
will ease in time, although Husty will never get much more than he 
gets now - too old to start again. But Patrick will earn more, and 
either pay more or eventually, naturally, leave home. Frances will 
I hope get a grant for University. Bit by bit the children will 
get off our hands. It's just a long hard haul at the present.

As for friends, I wonder which ones you would like to hear about. 
They all seem to manage. They are all older, more set in their ways 
whatever those ways happened to be. We scracely ever see each other 

except for mutual work purposes. Life here is too demanding, we are



all so bound up with routines from which one cannot escape (house
work, shopping, cooking, etc) and whic^ take great slices of 
time. Conferences of 'movement' things, like anti-apartheid, become 
ocial get-togethers for this reason.

And r.ally we're all different, all the same. I'm still determined 
to go on diet - tomorrow - to lose those extra pounds - it's more of 
a battle here, where meat is so dear, and fruit and veg not plentiful 
and also dear, and the weather so cold one takes the easy way out.
I had my hair cut short, which was a great improvement. I wear 
a jersey and skirt of slacks every day, summer and winter (last 
summer we had no summer) and never buy any hew clothes. I love 
so many things here, and do manage to squeeze them in: fabulous 
art exhibitions, Matisse at th;■ Hayward Gallery, Magritte at the 
Tate, lembrandt etchings jt the British Museum - there is never a 
week when there are not MORE exhibitions to see than I can possibly 
get round to, and how absolutely wonderful many of them are}, and 
we do see plays - not all we would like to, but the Hoyal Shakespeare 
company stuff, the Old Vic and the ^ldwych, and the productions 
are always absolutely tops. Tomorrow we are going to a French 
company's "troduction of Moliere (lucky Frances, she understands 
enough French to do without the translations). We manage concerts 
sometimes - not enough, but there is lovely music on radio and TV.
We have friends with cottaf.es in the country and xranee, etc, who 
are always inviting us, and one day we will have more time and 
money to go - perhaps'. So please don't get the impression that life 
has become for me sad and difficult. So it is in some areas, and 
so it has always been. And in otjrer areas, the zest and joy goes 
on.

How I would love to see you. Second best would be to hear from 
you. Perhaps you or Max will write and tell me about yourselves, 
and your garden, and Jhbn; - I've forgotten so muchl and the boys? 
Meanwhile, dearest love to you both.



Dear Ms. Bernstein,

We have read your eecent article published in the Los Angeles 

Times entitled "Inside Apartheid's Gulag Archipelago." We were deeply 

stirred by both the general picture you draw of Robben Island as well 

as the incisive personal accounts of Indries Naidoo and Mac Mararaj.

Like most people, we are attracted to a variety of burning issues < 

topical events. How could we not be? Mankind prolifically arrives at 

our doorstep every morning. So we pick it up —  it weighs under a pound 

and one by one pay our respects: sometimes with curiosity, other times 

with annoyance; here with speculation, there with controversy. But 

sometimes, if you're ready and you're lucky, something strikes you 

deeper. You wi3h, perhaps, to become involved, to know a little more 

than the editors of these great circulations suspect you wish to know. 

And though each issue presented in the news media is deserving, you 

find yourself paying rather special attention to one of them, as if 

that one in particular were a miniature of the news in general. This 

is how we have come to feel about Robben Island.

Our first "real" awareness of the problems of South Africa was 

generated in response to the L.A. production of Sizwe Banzi is Dead.

(We missed, unfortunately, The Island) . With time and without further 

knowledge, however, our fury abated. Gone underground, so to speak.

And it w a s n’t until your piercing article that it re-surfaced. We thank 

you.

Since then, our interest has grown. But we are hungry for know

ledge. Finally, we decided to write to you in hopes that you would be 

generous enough to supply us with further information. We understand 

your prolonged interest in this area, and are confident in both your
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authority and sincerity.

Ms. Bernstein, we are writers like yourself. Simply put, we want 

to do something. But unlike Mac Mararaj, we are still hoping that this 

war can be won with weapons ef peace —  which in our case as in yours 

means words, ideas, knowledge, and the power of public opinion.

If you would care to write to us, we should advise you that we 

are scheduled to leave to London (where we are planning a lengthy stay) 

at the end of April. At that time, with your permission, it would be 

our honour to meet and talk with you. Ms. Bernstein, please write.

P.S. This letter has been forwarded via Jean Bradford, opinion editor 

at the L.A. Times. So we do not-have your address.

Ron Davis and

Gabrielle Rosenman



Ron Davis & Gabrielle Rosenman 

4916 Ben Ave.,

N. Hollywood, Calif. 91607, 

U.S.A.

Ms. Hilda Bernstein 
5 Rothwell Street, N. 
London 84H ENGLAND
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The following was delayed because Lena and I oould not get together 
when we planned. Both of us are part of that wageless and surplus 
labor force. As In Engl and > so we here are being plummeted by the 
decline of soolal and educational and medloal services. So It takes 
twice as long to execute the snail dally tasks for life and lore... 
n«t to speak of the struggle for deeper oomradeshl^ Mid consciousness.

Ko b • ryj-o s}
July 16, 1976

Dear Ms. Bernstein,
I ohose your book for my Black African Studies teaoher. He thinks 

he knows everything so I wanted to put him In his place. He was the 
only blaok teacher I had seen so far who tried to put you down. He'd 
get at me all the time because I wasn't like everybody else. All the 
other girls In Y-MED ( school for pregnant high sehool girls) “play* 
with him, doing the "goody-goody". He, I would Just be quiet and look 
at him.

The other teaohers did not look down on me. One Is a white male and 
the others were blaok and white females. So It was really putting a 
certain kind of teaoher In his place. He was "bourgle" and uppity and 
felt I didn't know nothing. So I wanted to get back at him.

When I brought him the outline (for my essay), he wanted to see the 
book. I told him "Mo." When I handed him my finished paper, I showed 
him your book. He wanted to know who Hilda Bernstein was. 1 told him 
I didn't know. I found It In my oloset. He didn't say nothing, handed 
me back the book and told me I could leave.

You see I never said anything In his class. I would sit In the back 
of the room and stare at him. When he asked me questions, 1 wouldn't 
answer. You see, since 5th grade I have kind of known teaohers didn't 
mean anybody who didn't "suck butt" no good. Now 1 am in the 12th grade 
and I'm Just not going for any teaoher who makes you feel bad. When I 
wouldn't let him borrow the book and wouldn't talk about you, it was 
because 1 wasn't going to let him know the things 1 know.

When school starts again, he will try to whip the Information 1 gave 
him on the students. By this I mean, using It for himself and against 
them. You see, he will lie and say he knows Hilda Bernstein and you 
had sent him your book and written a letter to him. People like him 
lie like that.

Like last year when he had an African speaker oome to speak, he tried 
to make us think he knew him well. But I oould tell by the way he was 
listening to him that he didn't know him at all. He asked alot of ques
tions that also made me know he didn't know him or the plaoe he came 
from at all.

I finally had to ask him how tie liked my paper. He said he liked It 
because there were things In it he didn't know about and "X really en
joyed It." I felt he HAD to give me that oompllment. It was foroed out 
of him because the paper was so good. I put In the paper about Zimbabwe 
ZANTJ and ZAPU, a little about Namibia and the history of their coopera
tion with the ANC of S. Africa. I didn't read all the information Mrs.
R. gave me along with your book because she gave me too muoh to read.
It was a whole big envelope full. I was writing the paper at the last 
minute, to be honest, and I had alot of other tests. I was trying to 
pass at the last minute so I got Mrs. H.to help me write the paper. She 
came over and looked at what I had already written and then together 
with me, we wrote the rest. I am writing this letter through Mrs. H. be
cause I really wanted to do it. But it's hard for me to Just sit doim 
and write and say all I want to. If someone is there to keep me thinking, 
then I can say it better.



m Of course, Mrs. R. rushes around alot and she came to tape my answer 
and forgot to bring the tape. She had the reoorder and no tape. She 
felt very badly and offered to take dictation. So I dictated It.

I am one of the few authors of "Lessons" who still has not taken time 
to read it. But all the kids around me tell me how good It Is. 1 am 
kind of quiet and to myself so I didn't keep after Mrs, R. But now I'm 
telling her to get me a copy.

Thank you for what you said about it. I helped with the leaflet on 
olrth jonU-oi. A whole lot of people helped to write tnat boon, over a 
hundred.

Mrs. B, kept all that stuff and others around here helped her to put 
It together along with the nice editors, two whites.

Now I will read It.
I have to talk to Mrs. R. about my worry about my new male friend so 

I am going to stop. You don't need to answer this. It's to let you know 
that your book was a little weapon against one stuck-up black teacher 
In our schools. We know that will make you feel good.

In struggle.

Lena Ross



B E R N A R D  R ILE Y
3 3  Loma Media 
Santa Barbara 

California 9 3 1 0 3  U.S.A.

April 26, 1979
Dear Cecil,

We -were able to have Hilda Bernstein over for supper after her first lecture^ 
as visiting Regents’ Lecturer for the current quarter on Campus. I have included 
the cutting from today’s student paper, of herV other lectures which neither of us 
were able to attend due to other prior commitments. He have also both been victims 
of the latest ’flu epidemic’ that has been going the rounds, aided and abetted 
by the very unseasonably cold, cloudy and bitingly windy atypical weather of late.

We have had a visitor or an extended stay with us— Kim Lister— the
wife of a friend of David who is now divorced and gone through a rather nasty 
contested experience— Julius Lister (formerly Von Mengershausen) was also from 
Pietermaritzburg/Durban, when they first met at school. Kim is presently in 
Avon Connecticutt, where her youngest son is on ^English Speaking Union exchknge 
scholarship^and returnSto Kennington and her Occupational Therapy job at St. Thomas’ 
Hospital next week. We did a quick trip up to the Bay Area and S. F. plus Berkeley 
but since then the California sunshine appears to have resorted more to a delayed 
winter 0$  early fall. The weather has been weird everywhere for so long— what is 
typical and normal appear empty terms these days, one spends so much time apologizing 
for what one is currently experiencing.

We have learned that the U. S. AID contract for which we were negotiating--to 
set up a research study of the impact of new roads in western Kenya— has been success
ful. This entails our pursuing fieldwork investigations for a period of six to eight 
weeks each summer for the next five years. We are therefore due to depax-t for 
Nairobi about the ?/8 June, where we have to be for a preliminary conference on 
Monday June 11. This will not reaiUJy leave us time on the outward leg of the journey 
to visit anybody, so we will have to delay until early to mid-August during the 
return leg of the journey to do any visiting. However, should you be in^ondon at 
that time and not away on any other visits yourself, we should very much like to see 
you and perhaps fit in some theatre. We found time for two plays last September—  
both on the same day— Plenty at the National Theatre, and Tom Conti’s play that is 
now open on Broadway. We still have some productions at the Music Center— where 
there has been an outstanding season (Zoot Suit; Dusa, Stash, Fish and Di; Terra 
Nova) for which we have had front row seats with our friends the Carters— these 
will continue next year on our return. We saw— before it folded— Christopher 
Isherwood’s ’A Meeting by the River’ and the Bejart Ballet Company— with a living 
legend included (Jean Babilee) in an interesting version of ’Gaite Parisienne1 —  
while we were in New York at ,the end of last.month + lots of interesting galleries 
and visiting e x h i b i t s . ^  1 \ i U J u h  //

We both hope that all is well at your end, after such an appalling winter 
and so much social unrest and disruption... .things we have really been fortunately 
free of this year. David is of*?to Washington— for the third time in two months—  
again next week. We are departing as soon as the term is over— fortunately our 
seminars meet only once a week and have minimum enrollments this term. W e’ll keep 
you posted but hope that we can fit in a visit while *en route home’ We are now 
obliged to travel on American carriers— Pan Am or TWA and that cuts down our 
choice of flights and routes.



Monday 7th May 79

Ruth and Paul - hullo from freezing London!

The weather doesn't know that it is May, it is 
stuck in the winter groove, so the strangest things 
are happening; the early Spring flowers, daffodils, 
graDe hycinth, are all in bloom together with the 
later ones - tulips, primulas. The visual effect is 
stunning, but I had to pull out winter clothes that 
had been stashed away in anticipation of no more 
cold. Today 1 just heard on the news that the 
Washington ma*ch was one of the biggest ever. They 
featured that, and the protest in Scotland, first 
on the news. However, details will have to wait, for 
there were no newspapers, the distributors being on 
strike. I would have liked to have seen that.

hen I arrived in "Tew York I decided I had seen enough 
for one trip, and changed my booking to cut out 
Boston. I felt exhausted by all the amazing places, 
people, museums, things. It was mental indirestion.

Either at your place or in MY, I left behind an 
exposed, undeveloped film (colour negatives) and a 
black br8. By the way that I had spread myself in 
your basemnet, it was probably with you. The bra is 
of minor importance, but the film was the only one 
I took while in America, so if you find it, put it in 
an envelope and post it, please. I always leave things 
behind these days. I am not sure whether it is 
a Freudian wish to return, or simply the onset of 
senility.

At Barnes and Noble I found The Indignant Eye (Frich,
I think) at half price - and one or two other splendid 
bargains. Only the solid weight deterred me from 
a mad buying spree. I enjoyed impeccable American 
hospitality in !TY, as Everywhere, but con now say 
to my friends, 'If you think London is filthy, pot- 
holed and rundown, you should see New York . . . '

How is baby v.B? I meant to ask Ruth if you know 
about the Leboyer birth ideas which generally speaking 
T heartily endorse. The medicals here are generally 
pretty conservative, so you have to search out the 
individuals and hospitals whose ideas suit your own.

I cannot tell you how much I appreciated your gener
osity in making Washington available to me. I know it 
was just a short look-around, but despite that I have 
splendid impressions of the places I saw in a couple 
of days. I really hope that it will be possible to 
repay your hospitality. If you are moving around, 
keep in touch, letters will be sent on to me in Italy. 
Me are leaving here in three days, and will be back 
at the end of July.

Much love to you both



Bb b x x Kx 3uly 28th 81

Dear Ruth,

There's simply no getting eway from It, we are surrounded by it, it 
pourn out 0? the radio, newspape.ra, T'u, in an ever-increasing flooc 
You bonightad creatures living in pi pi ace 3 ike Hozamb.iquo simply 
havn no conception of uhnt it's like. Even our small street has fla 
find bunting strung Rcre38 (not from I'lY house). 3o no apologies for 
this foul air lefctur* Ue have put up with s rrrst deal morethan 
that, (T feel tip tho 7 onnt beer to see enother Dlcture of triat 
mindless upper-class twit - ughj)

That's not what I'm writing to you about. I'm leaving here on the 
13th August and prefceGdinn down to Botswana in .stop-ovar stages 
whera on the 17th T*n Coining ud with others < Murcia Millner and 
tha .'"srouaon* from Ihbe) for an 8-day tour of Okavango - p.ire tourii 
stuffT, bird and animal watching; I want to s«e birds, wagetation, 
InndRoano, nraasas, for a Parian of nrinta. ft.ftav the tour, I plan 
to (hope to'' stey in Dotai,>ana for ebout 5 days, than proceed 
northwards, maybe rt»y Jn Zimbabwe for a f»t> days, ami then I would 
like to virit you in Mozambique. About 7t.h cantrrober+. Uant to 
know if you will accommodate me, and if the time la OK. fla to the 
v.cans (visar, atcl 7 shall enquire ^rom this one, or may hjtv* to 
30 to Lusaka, which I'm not so keen to visit since Patrick K family 
oar,in bad: to Cnglar.d s counle of weeks ago. His contract was more 
nr less up, he'd been t.hsre 6 years, and didnt want to stay any 
loncsr. la's locking for a job hero, but has bean offered jobs in 
Botswana, in Angela (with Olivetti) and Italy. I think he's concerns 
shout his boys' schooling & would prefer England .tow.

1 had a run of success with prints - a series I did on 3treet 
mnrk^ts. Had two hunc at the RA, and they started Palling like mad. 
One has so d out entirely, the other still celling well - a total of 
3om8thing like 40 prints, and the total proceeds to pay ror the 

expensive visit to Africa. I also had a vary good s'njw hare and sold 
wall. Then atoopad doing etchings. => no new ones for ages ? as I've 
been busy with notes, articles, ncript3, carda, badges, goa-knows- 
what, for the 25th Anniversary of Aug 9th. U a’ve E.-ally nnt a good 
progranima under way, lovely young enthusiastic and hard-working 
women have roplecnd the tired old Sonias, Freni's et elii w-.o used 
to run the women's section, arid the remainigg golden oldie, that is 
me, has becorao acceptat:;V again (after a long time out in the cold)
011 the baai3 of the invaluable uork I do (writing tsdicue articles, 
painting banners, etcT} X^n joking about it, but it hen been like 
getting a new lease of lifo and I'm plsasad.

After this letter I must write to Lesley. I triad iihoning but 
couldnt get through, tin top of Eli'a aeath it was sad tc hear about 
Ivan, but in his case lean unexaectsri. 1 knew he was dying. IJlakas^ 
us all so aware of our own mortau.lity tho it doer, unem to be the^fnen 
who keep going. Mb here are all wall, my family ail usry busy running 
around tho world making films, taking photos, etc. Rusty still 
carrying or., incraasingly lethargic and static and comolaining of 
hfllng oid. i suppone ago doesnt change us, just makes uo whatever 
we ijotb but more so, Rusty iaasx more sit down and hip more irritable 
and get-up-and-goj

Drop me a line before the 13th and let me know . . . dnnt know what 
I want to go to flozamblqua for, just to look around while I'm on 
the Af. continent. Maybe do some drawings of people A things.

Much love
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P.O.Box 32^09, 
Lusaka, 

Zambia.

9/7/83

My dear Hilda,

Thank you so much for your book - 'Death is part of the Process . 1 You 
are very talented. I have not read the whole book, but when I had 
a bad cold, took the opportunity to read it. Am sorry you could not 
manage to keep our appointment for Wednesday.

I gather that Cheryl Walker was severely criticised by our comrades and that 
their criticism and Helen Joseph's is that she gave too much credit to 
'communist women' - was that their criticism? I can understand Helen 
Joseph's reaction but not agree. Sorry, have not read her book 
thoroughly just read some parts - too many meetings to attend to and 
urgent work leaves one with little time.
From what I have read - feel she put in a great deal of work and has 
done a pioneering piece of research and writing and will be a useful book 
for our young cadres. Last night we had a meeting about our book to come - 
you will hear all about it. When you see Cheryl next time, please give 
her friendship. When she interviewed me - had no idea that she will 
write a book and also felt apprehensive how much to tell her. The 
material on me in her book is not all from me. She got it from others.
She is wrong that I pressed for individual membership in the S.A.W. Fed 
because I was nanned for the Congress of Democrats - in fact I never 
joined the C.O.D. - and was banned from the SAW fed at once - 
it was a principle to build a mass non-racial organisation.

With my very best wishes to you and Rusty.

Yours



t-1y dear Ruth,
11th January 35

Thank you for your card ana the few words inside. I do not mind if 
you don't write, that is not important, now I know that we are not 
forgotten.

Rusty is in very good health, much better than before he had the 
heart operation. We are trying a new life-style; it takes some 
getting used-to. It was impossible for us to go on living in London - 
we couldnt afford it and Rusty had no work. We had to find a way of 
making a living and living more cheaply than in that lovely 
expOensive house; and this meant moving away from the centre of things, 
but of course it doesnt mean that we have abandoned our lifelong 
commitment.

I decided to write to you in connection with the UN Nairobi 
conference in July, but then thought it would be better to write to 
Gertrude - I do not really know what your position is at present - I 
mean what department you are in. I felt in 19b0 at Copenhagen that 
we were ill-prepared for such a conference, and therefore did not 
make the best possible use of it. We had good delegates, and the 
SA question was to the forefront, but we could have done 30 much 
more.

I hope you are well, Ruth, and enjoying your work. We are very cold 
here - it would do me good to have a glimpse of Africa again. Do you 
know, I shall be 70 this year? If you are passing through London any 
time, you must let me know, as I will always go there to see you.

Love from us all

/ 'i C*Cc\



Telephone: 01-992 6396

C. R. Russell: 19A  C re ffie ld  Road, Ea ling , L O N D O N  W 5 3R R

20 FEB 1986

(H L c tO s

X w a s  m o s t  t o u c h e d  to h a v e  y o u r  b o o k  w h i c h  

c a m e  y e s t e r d a y .  I w i l l  r e a d  it n e x t  and of 

c o u r s e  r e t u r n  it - I ' m  s l o w  so it may be 

a f t e r  E a s t e r .

X r e a l l y  f e e l  q u i t e  h u m b l e  in the f a c e  of  

it. Y o u  a f t e r  all, d i d  do s o m e t h i n g  in a 

d r e a d f u l  s i t u a t i o n .

W i t h  k i n d e s t  r e g a r d s  to R u s t y  & y o u r s e l f ,



Telephone: 01-992 6396

C. R. Russell: 19A  C re ffie ld  Road, Ea ling , L O N D O N  W 5 3R R

M A R  IP**

S k a A / i f i ld a j
A f t e r  p u t t i n g  d o w n  G.E. M o r r i s o n * s  'An A u s t 

r a l i a n  in C h i n a 1 ( c r o s s i n g  of W e s t e r n  C h i n a  in 

I8 7 5  - a r e y o u  i n t e r e s t e d ? )  - y o u  m ay h a v e  it, 

if y o u  wish. S i m i l a r  - b ut less E n g a g i n g  than 

G e o r g e  B o r r o w 1 s ' Wild W a l e s *  (of I8 5 /1 ).

A s  I n o w  turn to y o u r s ,  w i t h  its m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  

&  e v o c a t i v e  title.

X a m  o n l y  p a r t - w a y  i n t o  it &  o f  c o u r s e  it does 

h a v e  a n e w  d i m e n s i o n  of my r e a d i n g  - my p e r s o n a l  

e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  y o u  &  R u s t y .  A n d  y e s  of course, 

th a t  is w h a t  o ne woul<l go  t h r o u g h  - the M a n d e l s t a m s '  

of  t he S o v i e t  U n i o n  c o m e  to mind.

B u t  I a m  r e m i n d e d  in s t a r t i n g  y o u r  b o o k  - o f  t h e s e  

r e d - n e c k  i l l i t e r a t e s  - l e a f i n g  t h r o u g h  w h a t  y o u  h ad 

in the house. W h a t  w o u l d  t hey h a v e  m a d e  of 'Wild W a l e s ' ?  

Of an e v e n t  in B e r l i n ,  of l a s t  w i n t e r ,  I a r r i v e d  on 

a m i d - w i n t e r  S U N  a f t e r n o o n  at C h e c k - p o i n t  Ch a r l i e ,  

r e a d y  to c r o s s  o v e r  f r o m  W e s t - t o —E a s t . I h a d  b o u g h t  

t he S u n d a y  n e w s p a p e r s  at H e a t h r o w  b e f o r e  I left, but 

h a d  sat c h a t t i n g  on the plane, &  n o t  o p e n e d  them.

T h e  b o r d e r - g u a r d  of the D D R  - a c o n s c r i p t  of 21 in a 

s m a r t  u n i f o r m  - r e m o v e d  all t h e s e  f r o m  me, w i t h o u t  

e x p l a n a t i o n .  W h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  - I w o n d e r e d  - can be 

s et u p  to i n s t r u c t  this y o u n g  s o l d i e r  to r e m o v e  E n g l i s h -  

l a n g u a g e  S u n d a y  n e w s p a p e r s  f r o m  me? B u t  as y o u r  w o n d e r f u l  

b o o k  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e r e  is a n o n s e n s e  to all this 

of  w h i c h  B e r l i n  - as a l w a y s  is the p r o g e n i t o r  - the T V  

p r o g r a m m e s  on T h e  P a l a s t  H o t e l  o f  E. B e r l i n  c a r r i e d  all



the i n f o r m a t i o n  of  the W e s t  - i n c l u d i n g  that 

in my c o n f i s c a t e d  n e w s p a p e r s .

Y o u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  b o t h  I s u p p o s e  t hat one of the

v i t a l  - I f e e l  like w r i t i n g :  e n d e m i c  - d i f f e r e n c e s

b e t w e e n  the E a s t  &  the W e s t ,  is this t o t a l  c o n t r o l

of i n f o r m a t i o n .  W as it T r o t s k y ,  L enin, or the u l t i m a t e

m o n s t e r ,  S t alin, e n d o r s e d  a ll this? Or H i t l e r ?
be

M y  d e a r  H i l d a ,  y o u  may / s u r p r i s e d  of  w h a t  y o u r  b o o k  

has s t i r r e d .

M e a n w h i l e  D o r o t h y  &  I p r e p a r e  to set o f f  for

t o u r  o f  T u s c a n y  - in r e d i s c o v e r y  of the R e n a i s s a n c e .

F l o r e n c e - S i e n a - P e r u g i a - R a v e n n a .

N O T  h e l p e d  by  r e a d i n g  in t o d a y ' s  T i m e s  t hat the 

t e m p e r a t u r e  in F l o r e n c e  is 5°C. O f  t his p e r i s h i n g  

w i n t e r  - w i l l  it n e v e r  end?

H O P I N G  A L L  G O E S  B E T T E R ,  U P  ON D O R S T O N E  I ULL, W I T H  Y O U  
B OTH,



C. R. Russell: 19 A  C re ffie ld  Road, Ea ling , L O N D O N  W 5 3R R

Telephone: 01-992 6396/ 
0452-770316* 
053-185-752**

9 3  JU N  ]g$g

JD & vf U U d jv ,

Thank you for your letter of 31 May - and yes of course, I would 
be delighted offer such advice as I am able to your son 
Patrick. Ask him to phone me. Though not into the business of 
"some kind of computer components" - will do my best.

I returned recently from MOSCOW. Awful start - no luggage (due 
to balls-up at Heathrow). Left me in what I stood up in. British 
Airways at Sheremetievo No. II gave me their Survival Kit - 
alas I recognized from EAST BERLIN (why do these things always 

happen in the most awkward of places?). Anywhere else one could 
simply go out and buy a new Outfit & send BA the bill... but, 
where does one go in MOSCOW? - would it mean standing in a 
queue for 2 days to buy a shirt? - Don't laugh. Perhaps the most 
spectacular item of the Survival Kit are PAPER-PANTS. Feel I 
should have preserved them and brought them back.

I was summoned out with colleague by SOVIET TELEVISION who quite 
frankly had got themselves into a Tizz because of this oncoming 
Summit. Not so nice to find 6 modules had failed in the 
equipment to carry the transmissions out of MOSCOW. However we 
fixed it.

Ex-Premier JAMES CALLAGHAN (now Lord) was on BA's London- 
bound flight. So I went up to him and said, "Sir, you may like 
to know that all TV transmissions coming out of MOSCOW for the 
Summit, will be carried by British equipment". I suppressed the 
Paper-Pants. Whilst beaming about all this (as well he should) 
he enquired, "Where are you located?". This was a bit of a 
poser as the factory is in Luton - dreadful place -and I only go 
there as the last resort. "Luton," I replied firmly.

Hope all this helps with son Patrick. But perahps one last late 
remark - like a latter-day DICK WHITTINGTON - I found the 
streets of Moscow, paved with Gold.

Kindest regards to you both,
weekends: 

♦until 18 JUN; 
**after 18 JUN.



C o n t i n e n t a l
MICROWAVE

19a Creffield Road 
Ealing 
LONDON 
W 5 3RR

Telephone:
01-992  6396 
Telex: 826 877  CML G

08 JUL 1988

J ) e% r  H ild a .)

A bit put out, I must admit by PATRICK. Phoned the morning I 
invited him to Lunch - excused himself and proposed Colleague 
in his place.

Dear me! - HILDA - though the Young expect Miracles - they are 
not baby-birds. Patrick told me he was about to set off on 
fortnight's holiday.

Meanwhile I too, have been overtaken by events and shall be in 
MOSCOW 11-15JLY. New Visa arrangemnts - supposedly making 
easier for Western-businessmen. But meanhwile leaving me 
stranded by the world's most rigid beaucracy. Will they 
change? Or will it after all? - be the Old Russia - of never- 
questioning-patriotism? - the endless-never-ending land? We 
must all remember HILDA, that they were never touched by that 
Light of the Renaissance, that spread out from Italy. Auto
cracy you know was the Rule from the Tsars onward.

If PATRICK wants to hear about all this - including How To Do 
Business in the Soviet Union - ask him to phone me - after 
30AUG when I return from my rented house in PROVENCE. I 
return to LONDON early-SEP.

I begin to think of the Young my dear HILDA, if it's free, 
they don't value it. But how can I charge him $250/day of what 
I have to say?

I have had the sense to take a house in the S of France for 
four weeks of this summer - the longest I have period off I 
have ever had - for more than 25 years. It has been most thouqt- 
out of how I might be there,undisturbed. Which I hope will be 
the case. In the Old Yorkshire dialect, HILDA, "Tha' don't Get 
Owt for Nowt...". But I suppose you know all this. Should you 
be in the S of France this summer - you and RUSTIE are most 

welcome to join us.

WITH KINDEST REGARDS,



COLLINE, CHEMIN DE REPENTANCE 13100 AIX-EN-PROVENCE 

29 JULY- 25 AUGUST '88

PHONE

From England 010-33- 42 23 59 62

from Paris 16 + 42 23 59 62
tone

from other parts of France: 42 23 59 62

08 JUL 1988
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Travel Information (London-Marseilles)******************
\

1 RAIN

LONDON-VICTORIA dep 1430 via Dover-Calais arrives MARSEILLES- 
ST.CHARLES 0717;

MARSEILLES ST.CHARLES dep 2136 via Calais-Dover arrive LONDON- 
VICTORIA 1223.

SEcond-class return £99.00, couchette £7.60 each way.

AIR

1. EURO-EXPRESS 0444-440566

GATWICK-MARSEILLES every WEDNESDAY by Britannia Airways.

dep GATWICK 0945 arrive MARSEILLES 1225 
dep MARSEILLES 1310 arrive Gatwick 1355.

£135.00 return.

2. AVALON Travel (01-993 1381 at Ealing Common).

HEATHROW-MARSEILLES, MON-ERI ddp 1025 arr 1310 (AF1827) 
HEATHROW-MARSEILLES MON-WED-FRI-SAT-SUN

dep. 1215 arr 1500 (BA348).

Price £147 return. MUST BE booked at least 14 days (more 
advised) in advance; no cancellations, no changes.

MARSEILLES-HEATHROW , MON-FRI dep 1820 arr 1915 (AF1826)
MARSEI LL£S=H£ATHffiJW MON-WED-FRI -SHT-StlN--

dep 1540 arr 1635 (BA349)

3. FLIGHTSCOUNTER 01-631 0841 

same as AVALON but £145 return.

08 JUL 1988



Dear Reg,
12 July 1988

You’re a bit put out by Patrick - I an very put out by what 
you write. The problem is that he is away on holiday (in 
Morocco), therefore I can't give vent to my annoyance with 
him; and it will probably have cooled a bit by the time he 
returns.

But he is, mostly, more considerate, less offhand, that his 
behaviour to you would suggest. I can only think that in 
the h e of a new, most responsible job, the kind of
job he has been wanting for years, where he is in control 
of hos own work, lie has not given enough thought to 
his behaviour* with you. But it is not for me to find 
excuses for him - I will convey your message to him, and 
he will have to take it from there.

You are kind to offer us hospitality in what looks like a 
mos.t splendid villa in a wonderful part of France. We are 
not going away until the last week in September - being 
able, at our age, and free of children and pets and time—boun 
work, to choose the off-season time when the roads are less 
crammed. But do make the most of it. It is a wonderful area, 
and offers so many delights. Aix, in itself, and so much of 
the surrounding places. If you don't already know them, may
II recommend to you the green Michelin guide for that part 
of France? I think it is the one on Provence, and is availabl 
in English. It informs you of so many things to see (views, 
villages, history - everything) that you would otherwise 
miss. I hope you have a wonderful holiday, and maybe we 
will meet up at Dot's later on in the year.
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c U ^ t f ^ f J c U y  S C c  0 i r f o U J \  i ^ G U j ^  ( x A A - S & r *  J l  

J u u a £  o J  A m M ' £ k w t \A a a a

I s iM ir  v u M  i^ o r t^ c u ^ J L o l I n j ( jih x /J ^ v ^

f ^ o t d b ' . '  J  ^ L & p j L  u j < p J  c L * ™ t  / v u s i d -  / m  

( A jr d w r f  z to  ', b u J  ^  c u ^  c M y

U wuv J (a ty
y W I  .

J .  uJcO > u jy w k u v u jr  c /  [ j$ V  ( /s u U L  

ffM L ' A o v W  o fm jJ x x s iA -  O i\ A M , ( f \  J J ,C , 

( A J c n / j d -  ( v̂ o M a j  J j J l a  (Lm ^ s C* rv u s v ^ t  o^kcucf-

“̂t r u j  u th s u j>  CAS&^A- J lX L )  i* -  y [  o io



' - r t c d U J L  x f c u j -  I V W X J  A M  h .  o ^ & i j L  X o

fy A h S - ^ y ^ s o J  c b - fc u J  cm^  ~ 3 z fc u S  uS E n^-/^. J !e * / 

s ^ L U v n J Z j fJ ia xA J m J >  ■

lA  crA JL jL / t r f r U j^  . J_  q u a a .  & J  p ^ A jl t d  

\A S U tJ jS 1®! J ^ k J L  M  o T )  (  M xA m I k /  d /

^  &< J L q a jv J j l A /  x &  O - f^ j e b M ^ f  U y v d ^ u ^ f 

{ y v fb -  M ^ L ^ W C  Im J jd -  ^ j j J -  r v u j i r -

^  t & p o j t d u .  M y e u r v ^ y  r & o u ' J -  o u u L  [ y o o c f - c A z j J

^  0 - t u ih  Co P a A  f r f  J A jl f r o u M . "  /  j/A jtu ^ U -  

(jijit /ivctAj <9/  y i a m .  A J f j  t l  {a > o u J I M .

(urf /vur-d j M ^L auid ^  

j  r c x M /u J / ,

I  o j y i u J M u y  J M  A  a j  C  < * /)& - 

o £  oU X  e A r v f c '  ^ 0 ' f t j  o u u 4 J ^ o U . /

o w v  *■ ^  * *  / < W '

Xjkxvt I  ^ M  UruJ/>/
I  U  f r t  y v d  0 ^ 2 ; c/ m ,  1  IM ^ U  ^  

/ V U P ^  f iio U l U A jU ^ y  M ) M y  ^ - f i}  T

( M fr tt-  ^ u jj-  '■ - j f t w l  p r  it & id s l ( /&  J 2 ^ ro iA /y k j



3 .  .
'-iaAXCo^  - fa  /uyi-% 4 M Jf? p&ifJ—

< 4 u r t  o r  4 A  /w y  /tL p c U t . J t ^ c p J i* S -

Ljflv cJ- ~iA unfjy& iM c ^o
^ k l / 0  a n  # * & ' C L fO is A t iJ  e ty c u u ju ju ^  

fasL f tWLj Qjf- M\JL ^ clMH /6jv(9 M) £
w x y ^ f  ? tb flAs&i/e j i u l w l  u b  < ^ & c l £ c L  1/^l 

^  jp  A lw M Q -

£kJL p ja ju ^ -  a s u l  <M> . -/ 

^ b f ) J L  o j u J j L / ^ '  C U ^ J  ^tl'iAA q u m L  t i c r v Z f

oyi/ UA& /y*j oAmlim J b
!m _ f r f  (M J L  lh  (J L  (X J U j \s J (U j A & tD lA - c l X o  

■ 4&  u r ip j j i^  c u ^ u l  o f  r v u j ^ jjf b  . 1  t /x y ^  

< a M * u s $  i ^ p j  <J- i/) ^ u a M l  r ^ M e n a J

J y d i a  c U U j ' & r Q -  j z J x j l  s  j t  f u b t s c ^  j J v d  / M z w y  J f o  

burtsu^z .

I  Ji l/dL̂
I  cu m - / q jy v M  a W ' 1 %  ( / ^  ^  o a j A ^ f L  

I  m m M /  ^  ^



" M m tc ry y - /vu/ c J u lk A J U - q f' fa jjW f & P  ,
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(K^ci-  t*ŝ tiCc—. js^aG L‘J-« <̂2_ l\a * j? _

W\tL JtJh  * - /  -ffi ' ^ a' r f
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21 '.Tovereber 8§ 3OMAFC0
P.O. Do;: ‘580 
Haziffib'i 
tanzanlc

H o a r  Rob,

S o m e o n e  >~oini,- to England, so a c hance to get some letters 
posted- A l t h o u g h  I s eem to Have been r e c e i v i n g  yours, several 
l e tters we have s ent h ave n e v t r  arrived, and the sai.ie the o t h e r  
wav. ‘/our l ast l e t t e r  d ated 2 4th October.

Please, ;pl;a.3e, b e f o r e  wo go any further: VfHA'T H A P P E N E D  TO  THE 
FIVE C O P I E S  YOU P R O M I S E D  TO SEND T HU L IBRARY? W e r e  they ever 
sort? Did you forget, or m e a n  to do it but n ever did? Eve r y o n e  
here dr i v e s  me aad. If not sent, try and find s o meone torn inn; 
here, or post them u r g e n t  or something.

See or.:', did yo oo-nd a copy to Fons G e e r l i n g  in A m s t e r d a m ?  It's 
q uite I m p o r t a n t  to no, ;:,s I w a n t  him to do s o m e t h i n g  for re.

(erratic t y p e w r i t e r  - Swedish, it d o e s n’t l i k e  an E n g l i s h -  
s p e a k i n g  operator) C o m m e n t s  on w h a t  you wrote:

1 ) A’JC. T w r o t e  to C hief Rep, but of c ourse had no r eply to ny  
letter. I w i l l  write a g alh, W o r l d - w i d e  prestige, and they 
c a n ' t  run o r ooffice. D o n ' t  g ive up is w h a t  I say.

2) I d i d n ' t  like the C r o n j e  review. It was n ot unfavo u r a b l e ,  
bjt would not m ake me rush out to buy the book.

2 ) I frros w ith you o ver the cu l t u r a l  b o y c o t t  muddle, and it's 
b e i n g  g o i n g  on for years. I thought, at the CASA c o n f e r e n c e  it 
hnd been s o r t e d  out, hut w h e n  you come to w ork out the pri n c i p l e  
in pra c t i c e  there are so m a n y  areas that c an't r e a l l y  be defined 
b e forehand, for w hich there can't be h a r d  rules. Gen e r a l l y  
spe'aking I Jtguld take it that b o o’<3 you p u b l i s h  s hould 50 to 
St - l o t ' ■ jjTJterpret it the way w-j w a n t  to. I can't ?ae now 
that t h e r ? T $ o u l d  be any d r a s t i c  o u t c o m e  if you can get my book 
Inside; if you have a ny a e a a s  of d i s t r i b u t i o n .  1‘ue position 
s eems to h ave b e e n  r e a c h e d  that all the bans, restric t i o n s ,  etc, 
r.rs s till in force l e g a l l y  but not o p e r a t i n g  in practice. A 1, 
n u m b e r  of p eople have i g n o r e d  tiie'ir bans, m o s t  ha v e n ' t  had any 
reprisals. It w o u l d  be g r e a t  if you could find a d i s tributor. 
V h o ' s  d o i n g  Langa'.s book?

h) . v:s fed up w i t h  H a y e s , w h o  w r o t e  to me, e s p e c i a l l y  as he 
ssnt a copy of his A f r i c a n  e d i t i o n  that had, c n o r g  sop.e good 
stuff, some p r e t t y  trivial items. I want, to try ar.d expand w h « )
I h; -70 w r i t t e n  and send it to Grants. In any case, h a v i n g  now 
been here longer, I reel 1 w o u l d  like to w r i t e  a m o r e  c r itical 
article.

5> The US o ffer d o e s n ' t  s ourd like m u c h  of a deal tc me, but 
I'll wait to hear from Mlc C h eatham.
How or the chit - c h a t .  We are p robably l e a v i n g  here b efore o n a  
a l l o t t e d  time. P erh aps pack up b y  the e n d  01' t h e  year. This 
b e c a u s e  R u s t y '3 s chool has b e e n  held jp due to all sorts of 
o b j e c t i v e  u n f o r e s e e n  condi t i o n s ,  and he d o e s n ' t  want to go on 
s t a y i n g  here w i t h o u t  any i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t  of s o l u t i o n s  to the 
p r q b l e a 3 . Vie i nten d to str.y in A f r i c a  for a w h i l e  for two or 
t hree reasons: First, o ur h ouse is let until the ene of March. 
Second, I n eed to s p e n d  s ome time in Gambia, and a lso Zimbabwe 
and poat'Jbly iictswana i n  c o u n e c t i o  11 w ith the e xiles project.
I need to :psnd some time in L usaka (ughi), m n p n y  people I 
h ave to i n terview, and it w ill mean ch a s i n g  around and hpnginn? 
around to get them. The third r e a s o n  to m o o c h  a round here is 
k f a e t o u r l s s  - we w a n t  to see Z im b a b w e  (Rusty has n e v e r  been to



the "alia) and we janfc to 50 to a ono of *.he Ga.-.c vry.i.j. A 
lot d e f e n d s  on s o w  the m o n e y  j t retches, tra/.ji her a bain,; ,;o 
h i d e o u s l y  e x p e n s i v e

As far as the work on the boo.: has beer c o ncerned, tills has been 
q o l ' e  w o r t h - w h i l e  ’or r,2 . I cut my tr--th, as it wore, or inter 
v i e w i n g  by s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an e c l e c t i c  a s s o r t m e n t  of a p a a  dtf 
people, and learning as I w e n t  along. I've done lots and lots 
•of interviews., Some' d u l l , m a n y  fascin a t i n g ,  and bei’un to ,«*t sosae 
cini-husiasra for the p r o j e c t  w h i c h  I didn't feel last July. I 
c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  here i n d e f i n i t e l y  - after all it's quite a bi.v 
comm,unity and: all of. the exiles, but I feel r e a d y  . to wrap tip in 
a m o n t h  or so.

H ow a b o u t  p a s t i n g  19* s o m e t h i n g  to" road f rom your vast -issor tmer.i

of hooks? i-Jhen, do you : thinlf the Bersba :.»d 'iaidCo books w ill be 
out. I'-; s o r r y  I c ost you s u e  a lot of m oney - a l w a y s  e x pected 
you w o u l d  - 1 1  m o r e . -  in f l a t e d  ideas 01' one's own a c h ievements. 
Havant seen S A R D  f6 r some tiiae. Is it e x t a n d i n ^  its sales?

i?r7‘ ‘
Fob, p i s’se do let me-know about the books for iha library.
A i k . :f fori hears of anyqne. c o m i n g  bsra (or t h e  AHC office?)
I v ? r y  a r c h  need g few s o ples for m y s e l f . . W i l l  a lways pay for 
a n y t h i n g  you thir.i’l s r i o u l d p a y  for - n ext year.

vwi?

I

i  f\
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9th August 90 Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL

Dear Raymond,

Ruth Kad&lie, who lives in West Germany, came to see me to discuss 
a scheme in which she is interested for re-training of people who 
are racially prejudiced. The scheme is run in the Netherlands by 
aDutch phsychologist, Lida van den Broek, who is also incidentally 
an Anti-Apartheid activisit. Ruth has become convinced that van 
den Brock’s method of holding workshops could be valuable for South 
Africa, and wanted to know to whom to propose these ideas.

I suggested that IDASA might be the organisationfihat would be 
interested, and suitable. Ruth has sent me three copies of the enclosed, 
and I intend sending one to IDASA; but it occurred to me that you 
might also be interested. I don't suppose that this really falls 
under the cloak of ’political education’ in the ANC, but possibly 
you have other organisations or groups in midn that would be 
interested.

I am therefore sending you the enclosed. Ruth also sent to books by 
van den Broek, both in Dutch which I can't read.

Would you please let me know if this is of any interest to you, and 
if not, could you either pass on the documents to someone else, or 
failing everything, return them to me?

Good wishes

Hilda Bernstein
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Dear Comrade Cyril,

There are many of us here and in other places who heard the nev/s of 
your election with great joy. We were waiting and hoping for the 
changes in leading personnel that had become so vital to our movement.
V.’e had endured years and years of increasing mess, disorder, bungling, 
muddlej the ignoring of people as individuals, the ignoring of the 
most elemnentary simple rules of conducting routine affairs, and 
sometimes dishonesty. I was in Lusaka when Walter and the others 
arrived, and present at the most stormy meeting I have ever attended, when 
t;he young volunteers voiced their bitter anger at what had happened to them. 
I wanted to say to Walter, Kathy, et all - Listen to them, just open your 
ears and listen to them. I was afraid at the time that (judging by their 
reaction) they had already been informed that there were undisciplined 
and dissident elements who needed to be shipped into line, and this 
wan not so. Ask Freddy. Rusty and I were at .iazimbu for 9 months.
Hazimbu had become the epitomen of everything that was wrong with the AiiC.

So why am I writing to you? Well, first to congratulate you and let you 
know that you can expect a great deal of support for any radical changes 
in organisation that you may make. And secondly to emphasise what I 
am sure you already know; that is the absolute necessity to introduce into 
our organisation the most elemntary disciplinary rules in handling 
phone calls, correspondence, and honouring times, meetings, etc. IUcan 
imagine that you have wide-ranging important tasks; so can I haVe the 
nervp to suggest that you get appointed an adviser or management consultant 
to undertake work of this kind? We need a total re-training, re-education, 
of all exisitng personeel in all structures (theones who've always 
been there) and the young ones, already infected with the ANC disease. We 
need the harshest reprisals against people who fail in the most simpkle 
and elementary routine methods of working.

We are well aware of the many reasons why our organisation fell into 
its disgusting habits. Practically all those in senior positions - and down 
the line - had spent all their lives as political activists, and never 
iiad to work in an industrial or commercial enterprise. Pity. Capitalism 
can teach us a lot about howsto run an organisation.

For the past two years I have been travelling to various countries to 
interview South Africans for a book on the exile experience of SAs. The 
full interviews would make interesting reading - much of what people say 
will not appear in the final book. But over and over again, the same stories 
emerged, of people summoned to various places, then left for weeks ana 
for months. Arriving at airports and not being met (no papers). And so 
on. I also met, here and there, sad characters who had been loyal and 
devoted ANC workers, but for one reason or another had fallen out with 
the local or HQ leadership, and had been literally pushed oh one side and 
left to struggle on by themselves in alien countries.

We ask the AI.'C also to discard its practice of refusing to rid itseli of 
those who have proved to be incompetent, dishonest, or thoroughly 
dispruptive (could give names, but won't). The habit of elevatin,- to 
another, sometimes higher, position, or moving sideways to a equsl spot 
a person who should have been thrown out. (Again, see Freddy.)

Well, forgive my cheek. But we pin a lot on you and the knew NEC (don't 
know the other names yet.) And from the bottom of our hearts wish £cu 
strength, energy and ruthlessness in your great new task.

Hilda Bernstein.
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