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lOth October, 1942

Professor D. D, T. Jabavu, 
S.A. Native College,
Port Hare,
ALICE,
C.P.

Dear Prof. Jabavu,

_ *or your letter (dated 2nd September) on the rublect
h°ftGl Committee's letter. At the end of last night's 

o? t w  ®m£®®tine’ tnf President made a statement for the Information 
»>;« present, In their private capacities, and the matter 

w pSp ^ a spirit of sympathy and understanding. Misgivings
iiv" I  howeYer» regarding the statement to be signed in future
by studentson admission to the College, it being the general belief
mpni ?q6 mesbSf8 part ln the ^ieoussion that such a require
ment is probably without parallel In any college in this country.

fnr. U^ ? i ^ n^tely* 1 l*nable t0 eend you the Initials you asked 
r, ao they have merely been sorawled, and are quite indecipherable.

Xoure sincerely,

< A /m
Tin>yMA **• M« POVALL

ACTIIiG SECRETARY
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Acting Secretary 

S.A.I. Race Relations 

Box 97,Johannesburg

\

< u B A y M >  1

g. A. NATIVE COLLEGE. | '

^ > a r e ,

2nd Sepjt. 19

Dear Sir, V.
In reply to youx* letter of the 29th ult,

concerning the Beda Hostel Committee's letter, I should like 
to be emphatic in my expression oryapinion,that this is 
not a matter in which,to my mind,theN^nstitute should 
intervene,"because it is a purely domestic matter in a 
school where there are n o n -Europeans a^a\Europeans in both 
staff and student body. It is not a matter\of race,nor of 
adjustment of relationships between races. It is a question 
of internal discipline versus insubordinationysuch as is 
likely to occur any time in any school. There ^s no racial 
significance about it,except,perhaps,that this happens to be 
the only establishment in South Africa where all the races 
are thrown together due to the nature of the Institution.

Trusting sincerely that the Executive will 

or understand this view, I am

yours sincerely,



29th September, 1942

Professor i). E. T. Jabavu, 
3.A. Native College,
Fort Hare,
ALIC--*.
(Jt t :

Dear Professor Jabavu,

s i s  s  >■
this matter.

wae addressed to the "Institute of Race Relations .

As this matter Is to come up at the usual J“!“Lle*S r t n g  
Meting which is to be held next week, X would appreciate 
a reply to this letter by next Tuesday.

Tours sincerely,

\

U1P/NA

L. M. POVALL 
ACTING SECRETARY
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The Institute of Race Relation, 

3 o x  97,

 ̂A

20th. September, 1942. 

5’ort Hare.

J ohanne sburg,.

Dear Sir,

W e  are enclosing herewith a statement for 

your information.

*

l/ĵ £ r ( 7  »



12th June, 1953-

Professor Z.K. Matthews, 
University College of Fort Hare, 
ALICE.
C.P.

Dear Professor Matthews,

This is to welcome you back to South Africa, and 
to express, on behalf of the General Purposes Committee, 
our regret at the reception you received when you arrived* 
The Committee wishes to know whether you would want the 
Institute to take this matter up with the authorities.

As Mr. Bgcobo will have told you, he acted as 
watch-dog for you in your absenoe and he will show you 
the correspondence received from the Minister of Justice*
I hope that you approve.

Meantime, all good wishes and I am looking forward 
to having a long talk with you*

With all good wishes to you both,

Tours Bincerely,

Quintin Whyte 
DIBECTOB

QW/NB
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A/Pub/l7/l.

6th Kay, 1953.

Mr. Selby Ngcobo,
Economics Department,
University College of Port Hare,
FORT HARE. C.P.

Dear Mr. Ngoobo,

On Maroh 4th I informed you that we had written to the 
Minister of Justice about his version of Prof. Matthews* article 
"An African Policy for Africa". We have now received the 
Minister's reply and I append a copy of a translation for your 
information:

"Tour letter of March 4th regarding my reference in 
Parliament to Prof. Matthews reached my office during 
election time and I could unfortunately not reply to it 
earlier. In the circumstances do excuse me for the delay.

"I must confess that I do not quite understand why I 
am being hauled over the coals (tereggewys word) in your 
letter. In my speech to which you referred, I attempted 
to show what the attitude of certain Native leaders are, 
namely that it is directed against the Europeans and I 
quoted various examples to prove this. 1 also quoted from 
Prof. Matthews' article to show what his view was on the 
aim of the movement for "African Rationalism". I had the 
full article in my possession at the time and had read it.
No statement was made by me that the view expressed was 
also that of Prof. Matthews.

"His expression of opinion on the "ultimate aim of such 
a movement" was valuable because of the fact that he is 
usually described as a moderate person. I did, of course, 
as is clear from my statement, express my personal doubt 
about his moderation by referring to him as a "so-called 
moderate person." That this doubt was not unfounded now 
appears from reports of speeches made by Prof. Vatthews 
in the United States in which he is saying things and making 
accusations whioh cannot be expected from any moderate or 
reasonable member of our South African population.

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd) C.R. Swart.”
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This reply will be considered by our General Purposes 
Committee when it meets on May 26th.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

ô  v :■ ! X * i
ti' /£*,: cj 6 $ i- £ x • ■ iaa

•MjfeSF. J. van % k ,  
ASSISTANT PIESCTOR.
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A/Pub/17/1.

4 Mei 1953.

Sy Edele die Minister van Justisie,
Uniegebou,

m m u -

Vfaarde heer,

Ek skryt om u bale hartlik te bedank vir u brief Nr. J. 19 

van 29 April sangaande Prof. L.K. Kathews. One atel u antwoord bale 

hoog op prys veral dRar ona weet hoe besig a is*

Met hoogagting.

Die awe,

F. van Wyk.
OH DERDIREKTEUR.
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By beantwoording meld asb. 
In reply please quote

.. J, 19..

UNIE VAN  SUID-AFRIKA.-UN IO N OF SOUTH AFRICA.

Ministerie van Justisie, 
Ministry of Justice,

50 APR 1955
Uniegebou,
Union Buildings,

PRETORIA.

A )u

Die Onder-Direkteur,
S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 

Posbus 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

Waarde heer,

U brief van 4- Maart - aangaande my verwysing in 
die Volksraad na Prof. Z.K. Matthews - het my kantoor 
bereik gedurende die verkiesingstydperk en ek kon onge- 
lukkig nie eerder daarop antwoord nie. Verskoon asse- 
blief in gemelde omstandighede die vertraging.

Ek moet bely dat ek nie presies kan begryp waar- 
om die teregwysing in u brief vervat aan my gerig word 
nie. In my toespraak waaraa u verwys het ek probeer 
aantoon dat die houding van sekere naturelleleiers en 
bewegings werklik is, naamlik dat dit teen die blanks 
as sodanig gemik was en ek het talryke voorbeelde 
uitgelees om my bewering te staaf. Ek het ook uit Prof. 
Matthews se artikel aangehaal om te toon wat sy beskouing 
oor die doel van die beweging vir ,, African Nationalism" 
is. Ek het wel sy hele artikel in my besit gehad en 
van die inhoud kennis gedra. Geen bewering is deur my 
gemaak dat hierdie standpunt ook di£ van Prof. Matthews 
self is.

Sy beskouing oor die „ ultimate aim of such a 
movement" was waardevol juis omdat hy gewoonlik as 'n 
gematigde bestempel word. Ek het natuurlik, soos uit 
my woorde blyk, my persoonlike twyfel te kenne gegee oor 
sy matigheid deur na hom te verwys as *n „ sogenaamde 
gematigde persoon"•

/
Dat hierdie twyfel nie ongegrond was nie, blyk 

nou uit verslae van toesprake wat Prof. Matthews in die 
Verenigde State lewer en waarin hy dinge verkondig en 
bewerings maak wat niemand van *n gematigde en billike 
inwoner van Suid-Afrika sou verwag nie.

Y  1 C *
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By beantwoording meld asb. 
In reply please quote

J. 19.

UNIE VAN  SUID-AFRIKA.-UN IO N OF SOUTH AFRICA.

h ‘9 ^  • i A '

Ministerie van Justisie, 
Ministry of Justice,

Uniegebou, 
Union Buildings,

PRETORIA.

\ \

The Director,
The S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 

P.O. Box 97»
JOHANNESBURG.

/

| i

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Honourable the Minister of 

Justice to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

24th ultimo and to inform you that he has already replied 

personally to Mr. van Wyk’s letter and the latter has 

replied expressing his appreciation.

Yours faithfully,



A/Pub/17/1

24th April, 1953*

The Hon* the Minister of Justice, 
Union Bui1dinge,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

On the 4th March, 1953i colleague Mr. P.J. van 
Wyk sent a letter to you drawing your attention to the 
article by Professor Z.K. Matthews which we feel was 
incorrectly quoted recently. The Hon. the Minister of 
Defence has repeated this and we should be grateful for 
your comments. It is only fair to Professor Matthews 
that we draw your attention to this, particularly as it 
appeared in one of our publications.

Tours faithfully,

Quintin Whyte 
DIRECTOR



4 Maart 1953

Sy Edele die Minister van Juatiaie,
Uniegebou,
PRETORIA.

Waarde heer,

In die afwesigheid van die Instituut ae Direkteur, ia ek 
versoek om die volgende aangeleentheid onder u aandag te bring:-

Volgena Hansard-verslag Ho.3 van 1953 van die Volkaraad 
ae debatfe - die Engelee uitgawe - het u tydena die tweede leaing 
van die WetBontwerp op Openbare Veiligheid na 'n artikel van 
Prof. Z.K. Matthews verwya wat in een van hierdie Inatitunt se 
nublikaaiea verskyn het (itRace Relations* Vol. XVI, !To.3: 1949*0.
In u toeapraak het u, volgens die Veralag^die volgende paragraaf 
uit die betrokke artikel aangehaali-

„lhere ia the farther point that when Africana apeak 
about non-co-operation with the Europeana, for than the 
logical outcome of auch a policy would be the development 
of African nationaliam and the adoption of a policy of 
•Africa for the Africans'. The ultimate aim of such a 
movement would "be the eventual capture of the whole country 
for the eight Billion Africana and the removal from it of 
thoae Europeans who are not prepared to live here on term* 
of equality with ita African national*. The 2£ million 
Europeans who talk ao glibly about the repatriation of i 
million Indiana may not realise that to the African nationaliata 
the repatriation of 2& million Europeana doea not appear any 
more prepoateroua or impracticable”.

U het egter volgen8 die Veralag van u toeapraak, die 
volgende opmerking gemank voordat u die paragraaf aangehaal het:

nln the first place I want to quote what a ao-called • 
moderate person like Prof. Matthews wrote a few yeara ago".
(Ek onderatreep).

Hierdie opmerking het by sonmige van one lede die indruk 
geskep dat u die Volkaraad wou laat glo dat die opvattinga wat



-  2 -

In die aangehaalde paragraaf uitgespreek word, deux Prof* Matthews 
persoonllk gehuldlg word, Hlerdie indrt* la blykbaar versterk 
deurdat a rerwys na *An Afrlean Policy for South Africa" en dan 
die paragraaf aenhaal aeof die aanhallng *n opsomnlng sou wees 
▼an daardle MAfrlcan Policy". As die hetrokke artlkel In sy 
geheel gelees word, blyk dlt natuurllk hale duidellk dat dit gled 
nle die geyal Is nle. Trouens, Prof. Matthews se uPolloy" b o o s  

In die artlkel heskryf, Is een van saaewerking tussen blank en 
nle-blank en die deel deor u aangehaal was slegs *n beskrywlng 
deur Prof. Matthews Tan vat die Bantoe-voorst*nders ran »n beleld 
▼an «geen-sa®ewerklng-nleM dink of se.

Dlt ko» ons dtis roor asof u nle die hele artlkel gelees 
het nle, maar dat slegs die paragraaf dear a sangehaal onder u 
aandag gebrlng Is. Grang sal ons van u In dl* verbnnd ▼erneen.
Ons yoel oortnlg dat u nle opsetllk 'n wanroorstelllng won gee 
▼an Prof. Matthews se elntllke op^attlngs nle en vir ge-ral u nle 
die hele artlkel gelees het nle, stuur ek a »n eksemplaar daarran. 
Qraag vestlg ek u aandag op die slotsln van Prof. Matthews se 
artlkel wat soos volg leest-

hCo-operation alone can rightly constitute a suitable 
watchword for a strong, prosperous and nnited South 
Africa*.

Dlt, lnderdaad, was nog altyd Prof. Matthew se st&ndpunt 
en dls die standpunt wat hy nonkeurlg In die artlkel «An African 
Policy for South Africa" ulteengesit het.

Met hoogagtlng.

Die uwe,

T.J. ▼nn Vyk, 
OTEDBB-DlB'EK TEUB.



4th March, 1963.

Mr. Selby Ngeobo,
Economic Department,
University College of Tort Hare,

m L £ m -

Dear Mr. Ngeobo,

Mr. Whyte is at present in Natal and I have Just 
returned from leave. On my arrival your telegram about the 
speech of the Minister of Justice in which he auoted Prof. 
Matthews was handed to me for attantion.

X have studied the Bernard report of the speech 
and while the Minister correctly quotes Prof. Matthews* 
article, I agree with you that the version is "garbled" in 
that the Minister's speech created the impression that the 
views expressed in the quoted paragraph are the personal 
views of Prof. Matthews and that the impression is further 
created that the quoted paragraph is a fair sunmary of 
Prof. Matthews' "An African Policy for Africa**. Nothing is, 
of course, further from the truth and I have written to the 
Minister pointing this out and asking him for his comment.
As soon as I receive his reply, I will write to you again.

We do wish to thank you for bringing this important 
matter to our attention.

With kind rognrds.

Tours sincerely,

F.J. van Wyk, 
AJWI3TAHS DIRECTOR.
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