SPEECH

TUE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUCCLE

The entire bourgeois world Is hounced by a spectre of
drastic and often revolutionary change around the
corner. Our, capitalist world 1is masked nowadays by a
condition that night be termed stable crises.
Crisis 1Is no longer the expceptlon; It Is the norn.
Whatever way ve want to look at Iti, there 1Is a coaplete
dlacord between what 1la actually happening on the
ground and what the western media want us to believe.
For today it Is no longer unusual to hear of 350,000
Gerain workers striking 1In favour of a reduction of
working hours from 42 to 35 hours per week. Neither
Is It unusual to hear of thousands or even millions of
people In Western Europe taking to the streets to
demonstrate their disgust at the deployment of Nuclear
Missiles In their own countries. Perhaps to bring It
nearer hone, It 1is not surprising to hear that 50,000

people in Britain demonstrated against racist P W

Botha"s visit to Margaret Thatcher. All these are
pointers to one thing and one thing only - that the
crisis |Is deepening. When the crisis deepens, the

Imperialists try to create diversion by ,»olng to Invade
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peace-loving people 1In place"s like Crenada. For how

else can you explain events Ilike this and the mining of
the harbours of Nicaragua by America. At the same

time, they want to tell the whole world that the Soviet

Union has done the same In Afghanistan. On the
contrary. It Is a fact of history that after the
people”s 1978 revolution in Afghanastan. some

feudalists, In collusion with Pakistan. Aoerlca and
Chinn, tried to subvert the revolution In Afghanistan.
There 1la no doubt that the sovereignity of Afghanistan
was threatened.. As a result, President Karaal of
Afghanistan |Invited his Soviet friends to come and
bolster his country®s defence capabilities. The
Imperialists are now saying that tho Soviet Union has
colonised Afghanistan. We know for a fact that the
Soviet Union does not have a single colony at least on
this planet called earth. Therefore thoses who |In
their; Congresses resolve that they are "opposed to
Imperialism, be It from the West or the East", are

themselves minions of the Imperialists.

We In South Africa are not the only people today who
find themselves fighting for liberation. The people
of Namibia for Instance, find themselves today
travelling along the same road. Those who are

occupying that country (illegally of course), are
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saying that they arc now prepared to work for a
negotiated settlement. The way they want |It, 1is that

SWAPO must negotiate with traitors who bear the tag of

the so-called MULTI-PARTY CONFERENCE. We have seen
these things happening elsewhere - when lan Smith went
to Lancaster House, he was accompanied by Abel
Huzorewa. In Angola for |Instance, the USA, South

Africa and their common market allies, have been trying
to preserve that country far Imperialism by trying to
force (through tha use of arras) the MPLA to negotiate
with Jonas Savlabl. What is happening 1In SA today,
can also be explained In that contexc. The existence,
apart froo popular structures, of parallel structures
which also purport to be fighting for liberation, |Is

not a peculiarity of South Africa.

It Is Indeed a dynamic age we are Jliving in - an age of
social revolutions and national [liberation movements.
The profound changes tn the 1life of society, the
Intensifying struggle between ideas that are refusing
to die and Ildeas that are struggling to be born, placcs
ever greater demands on our Jldealoglcal positions.

The material base for 1ideas dominating 1In any given

society, Is the economic system of that particular

society. Thus when a given economic system |Is

established, there always crystallzes out from the
w - w \
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whole process of Ildcaloglcal and Institutional
activity, a complex of |Ildeas and Institutions which

serve the definite function of preserving the
established order. South Africa"s socio-economic
structures, Just like the socio-economic structures of
any other capitalist country, rest ultimately on class
relations which are maintained through political
domination. Every law passed by the State, every law
enforcement measure 1Is a political measure. These
laws are enacced and enforced with a view to protect
the fundamental |Interests of one class over the other -
which 1Is domination, pure and simple. Theories have
eaerged which are held by people who profess to be
motivated by the "desire for change”’.. We hold it to
be absolutely correct that the progrcss”lveness af these
theorLes can only be evaluated by their ability to

transform political relations of clas|s domination.

{

This paper wishes to examine three trends which are
contemporarily contesting the legltaroncy of having a
correct interpretation of our objective situation anil
of being capable therefore, to transform the objective
situation. In the process, | am going to expose some
of these tendencies for what they are and for what they
represent in totality - treachery and

counter-revolution. Without qualras on ny rectitude, 1
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must also point out that die basic rational, governing
the selection of idituci around which to focuo ray

an«lysl« ha. been to Justify and projcct thu

specificity of the national denocratlc revolution

without obscuring what 1. of unlveroal significance.

We have this one tendency that has chosen to address

Itself solely to the question of exploitation of one

class by the other. On the other hand*, we have the

other tendency which addresses 1itself solely to the

relationship of one race with the other - thus seeing

the White race as a monolithic block. I will not try

to refute their arguments solely on theoretical

grounds, but I will try to establish the facts as they

exist In our objective situation.

Ve mist cone to understand that 1Is |Is not simply a

coincidence that In South Africa ve have the vicious

exploitation of the black people 1In factories, oilnes

and farms existing alongside a political system which

denies them a jay In the governing of the country. It
1= obviously the demand for cheap Jlabour by the
Industrialists that gives rise to this situation. The

long and short of what I am saying here is that

capitalise, 1in South Africa has taken a racial form.
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What 1Is easily discernible therefore 1Is the dialectical

Interconnection becween the racial and the <class

aspects of the system In South Africa - and refusal by
anyone to recognise this does not alter the fact. It
Is this specific feature of South African Capitalist

which 1lends absolute legitimacy to the stress placed

upon the Importance of the national democratic struggle

as a particular form of class struggle to be waged

under the present South.Aftlean conditions. It Is

froa thla preal.e that we can safely conclude that

while It la legitimate on Che one hand to challenje
capital In the factories, It Is retrogressive on the

other hand to refuse to recognise, as workerlsts do,

that Issues of class domination go beyond the factory

s equally retrogressive for any tendency

gates. It
to fall to grasp that ouch as the political domination

of one race by another 1Is a realistic problem In South

Africa, the principal contradiction remains the one

between capital and wage-labour. Ic Is against this

backdrop that we wish to submit that both positions are

Inadequate - precisely because In refusing to grapple

with our societal conditions, they destroy their own

revolutionary potency. For there 1Is Just no way that

you can transform any given society for as long as you

are not armed with, and not guided by, a revolutionary

theory which |Is sufficiently capable of challenging the

taslj of that Socletv.
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Clven tlie South African societal condition* as outlined

above," the conclusion therefore becoaes inescapable

that the onljr tendency which 1Is capable of confronting

and changing these condition. |Is the one that takes

Into cognisance and strive, to crystallize through

action, the dialectical Interconnexion between the

national and Claa« .aspecta of our struggle. That

tendency oust also distinguish between contradiction,

which the enemy can afford and these that it cannot

afford at any given tine. ‘\s for those which the

enemy cannot afford at any given tine, they oust be

sharpened with the velocity which the eneny will find

difficult if not Impossible to block. For it la the

sharpening of such contradictions that erodes the base

upon which this society 1, founded. When we talk

about contradictions upon which our society |Is founded,

are thinking about contradictions which manifest

themselves In all spheres of our Jlives. We are

actually thinking about the way people relate. These

contradictions manifest themselves at the workplace In

the community where people 1live, at schools and

universities and also In the way people relate as men

and women. ThCse relationships are of <class

domination and th.. “oppre..lve In nature. Over and

above, they are reinforced through political measures.
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In the majority of cases these contradictions arc not

clearly visible. Also, our obsession with tne

question of colour makes racism In our country the one

antagonism that we perceive the most. For Instance,

When we think about a “Pass Book™ and the fact that

Africans are expected to carry these around with them,

the conclusion that we Immediately come to is that the

Pass Book- Is a symbol of racial discrimination. It

Is only when people have cone to understand our society

In Its totality that they will be able to understand

that a Pass Book™ Is a mechanism of capitalist

control. Only consistent organisation and mass

mobilisation can make these contradictions visible and

reveal the structure of society and Its fundamental

antagonist. This actually/forns the basis of the

strongly felt need for organisations to emerge In

various sites of our struggle. These organisations

(they already exist 1In our country), were not formed

simply because people wanted some veneer of

respectability by belonging to some organisation, but

rather because people have Ildentified the need to

combat oppressive conditions nnd transform their

objective situation - a process which will make our
country a zone of freedom where people shall live 1In

pt*flcc and prosperity!
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By placing mphaiU on this nultl-dlnienslor.al nature of
our struggle 1 am trying to show that exploitation as a
relation, Is not only maintained In the factories™*
This Is the main thrust of my argumentl This then
dearly Indicates that the working class has to wage
Its struggle In alliance with other democratic ml itdud
sectlonu cf the community, be they 1In the student
organisations, womens®™ organisations, civic bodies or
Isoue-orlentated structures Jlike the ANTI-PC and RMC.
For the actual destiny of the workers, no matter how
bold and sclf-sacrlflclng they nay be, depends on
whether they Rain the support of the broad masses. To
Illustrate this point, we only have to look bock Into
our rccent past and ask ourselves If the Fattls and
Monls, the Red Meat and HIlson-Jcvnctee boycotts would
have been maintained without the support of people and
organisations who are not necessarily operating on the
factory floor. To contend that these boycotts would
have materialised without this support 1Is unhlstorlcal,
and Is to distort the actual picture of our social

developnent, |Its driving forces and Its prospects.

This compels me to take your congress a little bit to

che deliberations of our progressive unions which are

rjh mm
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Involved In the Unity Talks. Somewhere In this paper
I talked about whot 1la happening 1In the |International
scene. This aspect 1Is Imperative for us because what
Is happening on the International plane has a bearing
on our Internal situation 1In South Africa. For the
struggle of the oppressed people of South Africa Is
taking place within an International context of
transition from Capitalism to a new social order, of
the breaking down ot the.colonial system as a result of
national liberation and social revolutions, and the
fight for social®™ and economic progress by the people of
the whole world. It Is an open secret that the
so-called "INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE
UNIONS™ (ICFTU), tried to dissuade SAC?J iron It
affiliation to the Congress Alliance by offering SACTU
a lot of money. We know the role of ICFTU has played
In overthrowing progressive goverments 1In Central
America. We know of the manouvres they did In Africa
- In Nigeria, 1In Kenya, 1In Ethiopia and also here in
our country. Their sole aim here In South Africa was
to dissuade SACTU from participating 1In Che general
scruggle for the seizure of power by the masses of our
people. Therefore all those who ate proponents of
this "workers alone" position, are wittingly or
unwittingly, part of a network which 1Is working |In the
direction of bringing down the pitch of the working

class struggle and diverting the working clas» from
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political action. So long ns working class struggle
Is limited to such purely economic alas, 1Its utmost
stretch 1Is to gain concessions from capitalism while It
continues to accept the existence of the system. The
Trade Union movement 1In our country can pass from this
phase of fighting for no more than reforms within
capitalism only when It 1is able to link the day-to-day
facCory-floor issues to the broader question of
fighting for a Unitary South Africa where the people
shall govern. The only way to attain this strategic
objective, It seems. |Is by stepping up all forms of
ldealoglcal struggle against antl-proletar lan
tendencies and sentiments which are ushered Into the
labour movement by those corrupt unionists who spend
two hours In South Africa and twenty-two hours between
Jan Smuts Airport and the offices of the AFL-CIO |In
America. It Is only then that we shall be able to
prevent unions from sinking 1into the quagralse of

spontaneous reformism.

At the very Unity Talks that 1 have Just referred to,
people were debating whether or not It was necessary to
organise a Joint campaign against the banning of SAAWU
by the Clskel puppet adml.nlstrallon. To those who are
genuinely Jlooking forward to the advent of a new South

Africa, tills Is not an |Issue of controversy or even
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debate. The most ridiculous of arguncn®.j Co come out
of these deliberations was that an Immediate campaign
against the Clskel regime would serve no purpose
because the labour movement ss a whole 1Is still very
weak. All we need to do as proponents of this position
argued, is to organise and organise until the
Bantustans wither away. We have no probleas with the
withering away of the Bantustans, but we <cannot
concclve of the Bantustans withering away on their own.
It is this sort of argument which weakens the
combatlvlity of "the masses. For working class struggle
cannot be based on a passive accumulation of forces.
It is this passive accumulation of forces which is
dangerous, precisely because it stifles the 1initiative
of the masses and puts them in a Utopian waltlngroonm
while the enemy 1is busy consolidating its own position.
We are not saying that this campaign could have brought

an immediate collapse either of the Bantustans or of

the South African regime as a whole. That 1Is not our
concept of gains. We do not Ilook for victory 1in every
minor skirmish against the ruling class. It Is

logical that Lennox Sebe would not mind to be seen to
be ruling by consensus. The repressive posture he
adopted was the results of the struggles of our people
in that part of our Country who made <chat area
virtually wungovernable for him. It was therefore

going to be absolutely necessary for wus to direct
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mobilization cfforti tovarJ& hnlfhtenlnp * e
conscti-umwnc3 ; of our p**o;«U" m*«ar %=! coro to a poi.ic of
fully understanding the Interlocking between State an-.!
Capital - oc even for them to understand Che nine r !In
which flantustan qul z1l1ngs become protagonists in She

theatre of apartheid.

It Is a oatter of historical record that political

consciousness la organic - i Is sonethlng that needs

I« advanced b/ consrlnas effort! as a rsgular part of

political struggle. Ilc la one thing to formulate

fanciful notion! about what Cue objective situation is
and anocher to engage 1In progracmaclc”>. cdvlitlns alnod
at transforming thnt objective situation. It Is true
tlint before the Industrialisation J cyrcour. try, cut
African people In the rural areas had nn outlook which
was essentially tribal. For a ion* period of tloe the
tribal system slowly dl«lIlntegra ted at people -J.re
forced to leave th<-Ir homes and foro.-d to work down the
alnos, on thv farns .mil In the fac toeUs e Tt was then
that a new Ildentity was born. This made It possible
oa the one hand Co fora Che AFRICAN _NATIONAL CUNOKUSS,
and for the AtIC, onea locked, to fight for the

t-cv” lopaent of a colter41lC political consciousness among

wider and wider sections of che people. The tribal

pa~u

consciousness that we are speaking a<tut was
rc.ictUnj ry Insofar as It was oitablt t» c§ cotc
oppressive co.-dltlers and the national ceu»ciouur<3h
which people developed as a result of material

conditions under which they were 11/1rg, was relatively

progressive. It Is laportant to stress chat cl;ls
chlin<c In the people ™ outlook - giving the.3 j new
sense of Ildentic/, did not come ubouc on Its own. It

ana the end-rjiul: of organisation and moblll.Mtlsn of
people around their own experiences. Steve 31ko jnce
sal-: “The whole notion of psychological |liberation
Icplles that you can change the world by changing the
way people thlr.k". We have already seen that people
do enot thlr.k 1nde?endcr.cly of their own society. The

structural fora which our Country took before

Industrialisation , forned a material base which was
conducive to tribal comclosneas. Industrialisation
too* place and the Industry needed Jlabour. The

Industrialists did nvt care whether vyou cane fron
lrans<e 1, Caiar.kulu or Kwazulu; all they needed was the
chejpes c labour the/ cauld ,(n. The people started Co

work and live under one roof and experience che sane

problems. .his made It Dosslblc to unite and wage
sciuggles as one people. The concept of race started
to cate a distinct fon. You do not do away wlch

racism by crying to wish away che concepc of race.

Tou have to crjanlan and C5blll.ie cowards a new order
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that cc.iduc."s to non-rai;i:Usb

This brings oc to r0,r0,£,e, aR, ,ceoiae]on, u]]Uh ~
comcantl/ hear Jlevelled -g..s,e ouf posltlo(l( an

conclusions. Wo have bee,

UhtCh K ad == Wh =11~
of btll. eth,lc,s., b, , ut][ c.

coniia-.ncd f,r Instance,

unequivocal adherence to the FR-KOOM CHARTER w.iich

c*pllcity recognises the e*l,tt,ce of national group..

I -1.h to P,, nt ouC that the wcr;, of poUtleal

it i, no[ eR4u,h t(( tacitU qued9tloRj

*> a harsh Cne and it i,
or" So.,a: chang. slaply ., ;s "t~ #E wl#hJui
thinking. Certainly it ,ould Se a, i.-.eal situation to

Cou™ “r* b.lai conscious of being

h,,e Pe<Ple 10 thlS
not cnoug, tQ J(Uj*

one single nation. However. 1: ts

e “ea- on a Regina Hundl platform and mouth

pseudo-revol utlon.iry slogans 1Ir the hope that when yolJ

“9dkt U? U ® morning S,, sUuatlon vlu hav;;
and Involve

changed You have to nobllUe toe masses

cilvlitles which are geared to alter conditions

vhleh gave rise to their reactionary 1ideas. It ,
- L ,owl,,, aillir »
"h" o * — =—mmm s« ... mMATIOKAL
tO«»H ...J, I ,h> o[
(h-
e O dpartnes = Through this

t,Uur" - Wes “<eellci.l, tllat tllcr# Is aa

Is«it
- -> .« L. ..
ONC.E »d - tit
>» 2l »
R TRAUSVaAL 1.10laS COSC.ESS ...
» JHL o Ll a,clns ,,, t>rooi])
ASTI-SA.C . .......
,0 rcj<ct (>i
......... p., tuU oA "
riclalisra froa a particular cocaunlty. Ic Is
oaterlaiist analysis of society which asserts that
different

co-unities, because of segregation, have

joaterlal conditions. We are not going to 1impose

inotions to our people In these segregated commu-.lties.

n U,e - -r. going to organise then

-cording to those material conditions and steer this

a non-raclal democratic position.

organisation towards
» MLTiE ~ A n "

In an annual taU-shop to formulate concepts which

a" atac<®* 1C masking treachery.

this paper pays tribute to ,tr.,|«, which ,eoPtc

through their first .eve, organisations, u

nnultanec.usly points nut that those strug,l,s 1

JO0f b= wo" have been ahle to I-..
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exploitation which Jlies at the root of ““.clr problem9.
The fundamental question that we have gc: to address 13
the question o( ch.lnga-e T»I3 Is the jne question

tch calls for naxlaum doK Ilsat lon of ail the forces

tiat are Limiting fnr-.1rd to char”Lrg the character of

cur Country. The tefusal by our people to:

1. Participate ir. sham connunlty council elections.
2. Participate In the SAE£C elections.

3. 0o along with the Coloured Labour Party in |Its

sell out ploy;

and

to pay 1increased bus fares |In the Clskel; 1is a
pointer to the fact that the majority of our
c-jnple Inclentlfy with the strangle objective of
the .seizure of power. Our people have even
decided to co-ordinate their democratic
activities and channel ther. towards showing that
the Constitutional proposals are not accepted
he cau.sc they say nothing of our mwiInlInum demand
eJ.ch on/lsa""rj the creation of a unitary South
Africa. ."hi# dc»Islon gave rise to the

rmitlr.u vf tie UKiUO Dr. .OCRAT1IC FRONT.

Mi-mM.PPPPVAI>"
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Sono closet.jd Intellcctu.il> .itjuc that the UlIm <ijoe6 au*.
represent the working class. But If I look at tVc
siass of the people who are members of the J0O* through
rhelr organisations, | find that they are workers or
are Involved 1In activities wnlch do not run counter tj
genuine positions of the war king class struggle. In
fact, when we talk about a united front... a united
front organises and unites all patriotic forces who are

prepared to unite and fight ajalna: the .-gjnno.! er.euy.

With apology Co none, and with absolute I[tterest 1" the
advent of the People®s Republic of South I1frlcl, we are
golnjj to continue to mobilise all the /elevant forces
for a maximum Impart on tae existing” And that |I=

what the national democratic struggle t's all about.

SYDNEY HUPAKADI1

(CK.NERAI. AMD ALLI!RID WORKERS®™ UN1OH OF S.A.)

ft
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