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The operation of GoDour Her In industry has a tendency to 
force all Native labourers into unagillftd labour clsuas. This brings 
about an over-eapoly of unskilled worker* • Thera Is no choice for 
ur,ekilled work«sre, because their supply is ere ter than their 
demand upon the labour market, with the new'white labour policy 
this condition l» getting from bad to worse In that the Native* is 
not only pushed into unskilled labour market, hence we are having 
not only a depression of Mative* wages, but al»o an increaa ing 
army of unemployment among the Natives, This is leading to greater 
poverty and hardship on them*
PASS^lA’-g AKl - M.ATIVJ LABOUR: The operation of pass Ians have a ten- 
dency to U n it  the black worker's bargaining poijor in that not only 
Is he given a limited time in whicn to Be k viorfc:, but also because 
his pesn and former labour contract always shorj® that he eitherr has 
been satisfied to work for a low wage or has been forced to. 
consequently ’dost employers may be Inclined to of ’or fclrr no more 
than he worked for before* Besides, the man, on the other hand 
knowing that hie time will be up in six days and that he may be 
ordered to go elsewhere where he ’mows nobody am without money- la 
compelled to tnke whatever Is offered him. Under the Goncialiatlon 
Act pees bearing Sativee are not allowed oolieetlvc bargaining In 
the way of strike.

All labour should be frer to bargain collfotively, there 
should be no limit to those who a s #  employment aa Ion** as they are 
able to support thenwelvo* or through friends. A "Fair"Wage” or 
"Living >iiage,! for* TJetiv- labourer* would have the follow inn- 
advantages

1* Jfckc.a t. oc f ^ il , l ife po:>.-iv le by y • tbs need, of for 
mother to leave cHTtxlfen to grow "like w'ilo im'inala while sh-: aeek* 
employment or as often the case, mot.ier, father ant children are out 
to aeek employment (tod tiva children without tht* proper family and 
children school ele-iontary education neoesfc&rv fo« a ft>W'datior for 
useful c'ftfsemnFoy ’ ....... ...

2 . sfe-ke poealCble an extent ion of I'ativ*, . -duuatlon. Thirst for 
education which exists gbofr' Ibbta T-fJ€bV Interacts of  f.‘v- African as 
soil as thosa of the iitute eeem* to continue to shirk Its 
respoziaiblllty in tue education of the Native, an increase in the 
income of Individual African* would ocrtainly causa more to b® spent 
on education.

3 . Compel a more rational and economical use of human ef ort, 
because where labour la cheap it is wasted and mchlnes are introdu­
ced only when wages riue high enough to make -he introduction of 
machinery profit savin,.? as well ae labour sc.vtnE. (e .g . to-day, we 
have two or throe ;nen witn a. lule-tefe'i 'where 'i'ra. civil is to country 
there woulc bs one a n  **It a motor lorry.)

4* . .able the Native worker to live ut> to the st^Mlird which 
. uropean tsoc ie ty o a<fy "conz'F sr  he css ury For ’him." Th”«'*‘ uri 1c 1 lity 
considering his howling bad., builds such. houses as It considers 
deairable witn white Irbour and finds that he cannot afTbrt^1 to nay 
for auch houses, ao, the rauni.clr>al housing Is subsidised from the 
ratas,

5. Hake possible a marked cytenaion of the market for the 
consumption of goods of the Union's Industries-not on the baa is of 
one !* “ falacy, tna - paying higher wages 'puts -.ore \oney In 
circulation* and per se creates a demand but because with a higher
atan<ard....of life . c o . ^ * _ l o g  (tfeTTve
llbM.ir nihst oecbme clviliaod labour,of course it can, )

6 . Eliminate all reason for the uropean worker's fgar of 
Native competition which la always the fear thattwo or three
Vfric-ns t ogether are cheaper, for the aame amount of product, than 
one European*

LIlUOTt AKT li .i BANTU.

Under the discuss 1cm on wages, I pointed out that because of 
low wage* paid the Native workers, the wife was sometime driven to 
resort to illegitimate means of supplementing wagea, such a*
Illic it  liquor traffic .
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WSK'2 -U-U'. TH -; CABo ^  0? II* 1011’ LIQUOR TrtAff IG ?
..... A , The Ohief ant t' i::oc:*Urt cause la the low wages paid
the male Native yjor’rars, (a) Husband's* ^vag@s alone cannot support 
the family# (to) Mother, as should be, vrrast regain hone and look after 
children at home and the home# (c) Children toe small,
FL.oUI 3 :  Only course open to her to ake ends nect is to sell 1 lower, 

- ^ ou^ ie tfcreaq legislation of prohibition for the Bantu and
licence for ttea ^ropsanT T , '  0o;.e glao-r pe'opls want liquor, the lag 
says thr; won’ t ^ v ^ l t ,  Jhite people can have t lJ the liquor they 
want and they know that the Bleok nan wants It and will pay any price; 
consequently they aall It to the a. The Bl? oV nan is arrested for 
possessing liquor whleh he ^ants and for which he has paid dearly and 
has not stolen only because a law Is frarstd for him to prohibit him 
from drinking what' the people who legislate for him drink all around 
hi every day, ht ice he Is a crimlral for Its 0053000.3Ion,
S , Or: the other nand, the white-nan who either cities the poor 
Black or ma'fes a little profit by reselling hla supplies to the 
Black man, le arrested and eharged fer supplying# Be also la made a 
crim inal by » la^ that serves no good purpose for any section of the 
Gormiiunlty,

I am told that there are Europeans ( a la 3 and. females) who
make a good Income by having Native liquor sellers on a profit 
sharing basis, Beth make mere oref?+ on the basis of current wages,
I cannot blsw’.e them both, beo&use the oartlcular law offers them 
this opportunity, They are not inherently of criminal tendencies, 
but our social legislation and double stream oolicy makes them 
criminals» 

iixi: i> XHi:; way ?
ITU FroHIFrtTor for all# It is not because I b^lievj that you can 
make iT'£ecpir~1. coT^TFTTv 0f teetotalers 1 no, T de noiybelive that 
you can make more x a !  by legislation! but this w£H*4nly novide 
a single machinery that will be necessary to cooe with all the 
probler* arising fiom orehititicaa IrisstAictive of raoe or colour,
B# Licence for all who desire to n-»ve an aloooolic bavers/e , The 
quantities may be controlled through the bottle stores and the issue 
of licences#
C. Home Lreacc' Kafir f ctv for the Bantu? tinder this a stern every 

" %if# Wou'ic' "V-ave £ rIglvE1 to "make anc* ke p so « Safir Beer for 
husband and rovn up eons, It may thus be possible as of old, to 
keep "young Native boys from (1) w t in g  tee drink hah It toe early in 
life# (2) There should be a tendency to less drunkenees and faction 
fights because most men aill iisve’a supply at hows whlcii they may 
take ad lib* In this way they take Just enough quantities to quench 
the thirst and satisfy the desire, Under the orssent restriction 
and prohibition most men can get th^ir Kafir Beer only Saturday 
afternoons and Sunday, It is sold it measures or aoalea aa they ay*# 
called. This Is a quantity which may he too much for one to drink 
all at once# He may not take It home, aa he nay be arrested for 
possession# He must drink it all ant at once In ord«- to give the 
chance for other's to pet their : ^snrcs and roor to drink. If drink­
ing and possession of alcoholic beverage and, not necessarily 
brunkeness, were not rrsde a criminal offence one could take his 
measure home or order it to be sent home as from a bottle store 
and drink It at home and at pleasure. As thin<?o are, the man must 
drink the w ole ’ measure* hurriedly and at mice. The result is 
that fee b«ca.ass drunk and. of lea aolsf* (3) Thare shoulc be licence 
for those people who w&nt to 00m erciallse Kafir Beer* fhere 
should be no arrest for possession but for drtokenSBS and 
disturbanca of (a) public peace# This v. oul<3 s ve a go ex deal more 
of oolice-power and free many constables to be on th trail of 
real crime than these technical offences# (b) This would rslleve 
congestion of the oourte on mondays by women arrested merely for 
possession of Kafir Beer or liquor. What is the difference between 
a Black person selling Kafii' beer to her customer, than a 
bar-man or bottle store keeper —
4# No nun*ib®r of police will t’^ s f  ooti.dltr''ii5 01 liquor ^^4.1 lo
until the causes have been re iovad-(a) lo?> economic status of the 
Native worker, (fc) Double-at ream liquor le g la let 1 on -proh ib 11 i on for 
one section and licence for the other#



Increase of polio© force to enforce this unreasonable law 
would only Increase ou • out-put In the manuf aottire of Criminal* 
through this faulty and die or 1 inating legislation,
WHY DO Si A£X’Ji3 PiiX£4K ‘■EjlL-*0r& 0  00 TICBS t Ie It because they want 
a YioV In 'the eTf'ink "i No* I't is 'wrong' for people to say that Natives 
drink them because they want something »ith more kiek in it*
The fact is that the wonen who sell liquor cannot risk preparing 
their beer on Wednesday so that it will be ready for consumption 
on Saturday or Sunday because the police are 11’ ely to oonse* raid 
and destroy the liquor s ad arrest the possessor* who muat either 
pay a fine or serve a tern of imprl*onment# Nov; in order to get 
the Kafir Beer re fed y for use on Saturday afternoon, so-ne thing 
like methylated spirits must be put in to give it a kick in a 
few hours before men come from work on eaturdey end Sunday, The 
usual process requires three fir four dajs which is too long and 
risky* The concoction* are ac- ed to mke a g<;t-ready-quick sort 
of drink in the intervale between police raids* Let us all work 
for a more rttional legl.? Ip tier.* Let us be henest s.nd face the 
f^ots*

Wh#n I see hundreds of Bl;\ck women going to jail every monday
I do not think of them as originals* I blame the system under 
which t'-ey live* It must be charred*

HijALI. P H O B IC *

The Bantu Go: ilnity requires the same medical end nubile 
bealth attention as any other section of toe Con unity* They 
suffer from, the same diseases which resoond to the sa.vs method 
of t rent rent as in rurooe^n, becnuee disease ’mow* no b;r.v i!.?rai 
frontiers or colour bars*

Oar public health1’";* oho \en should be *ingls*»«sy*d and aim 
at one thing that is to apply the beat and moot approved, methods 
to improve health to reduce the Incidence In the occurrence of 
preventable diseases and to tolera to 10 conditions aa are lively 
to jeopardise the healt - of even the lantu Oo tirjity.

In cities like Chicago, Wulwarkeee, Hew York and elso where 
where I have lived In the United 3tat«* of America* public health 
heftorreo be they maternity, welfare or child welfare9 tuberculosis 
olinlc or school Inspection Included the ^hole community both 
white and Negro sections* The facilities orovld d are open for 
the whole comunlty*

Here we have two problems that are giving groat concern 
to those who believe Ir the unity or oneness of human need* 
especially bealth needs* One problem Is that of the high Infant 
mortality of Bantu children* The other Is the nrobleir, of venereal 
diseasee and their treatment* These proble ws are oommon to both 
communities European and Bantu, but our lothod of approach to 
them in the nay of troatii«.nt and treatment facilities has been 
more racial in its point of view than being dictated by public 
health prlnololes* To lliuatrate:-
r ;pr  C !.ORTAII :y : The infant mortality a song the >antu Is# high 
in tirfcan drea*"4/nd la perhaps Increasing In iome of the Native 
territories* Hare at the reef - :-aatro-2r1ter.itLi oar ios away a 
larre nurrtoor of Infants especially for the months of iepte.nber to 
Kove ber* BronchG-pneunoiia during the colder r.onths or as the 
end results in eert'afn 'oafes of >aatro-. iteriti* * The rate Is 
much higher than that of the European Community* Some of the 
factors that enter into this are within control and for the 
European community or public c ?rge*
1 1 ) POVERTY* Most Bantu babies are often born and brought up in 
what may be called olamwoondi tlco* in our urban areaa * averao 
member of the Bantu community soon attains the xhtrocean or 
51villao<*'"iTancr.rd of noceo^arie* ~«HV;oui tnlkln^ or dreaming. of 
comirorta nnc luxurles* The teantu babv la ’born in urban surrounding 
with all iis problems’ of health* but the family is too poor to 

J provide such surnov•••din•"* anc‘ conditions as would •'iTT'e for the
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Tfcrv o«nnot provics for early irsdical attention whiolp Is so 
' j flaaoT«sr in pediatric prsotlee bee ana© there xs ro ;onoy»
? b ) If  th« doctor comes, he findsss any modem Fed ia trio ian knows 

th» conditions are due tc to dletstic errors or bed 
This call* exosrt knowledge of fesding besidaa the money

S U S S S ’tT to u S t J .  » t ,r l *X B «quir-* for roodjuotir.g tha«

ff^ *yq| '„=?v i8*tftar« no nmay to >my the n>-r,82 *rT ford or medl«»
55 ’ I .  car* lair oases t *n«* Rlso tharo is no oney to tisve pantries 
l £  b ^  l ^ t o l S T t o M e p  the food for the btoy m * . r  ! « * • !

insufficient oars for the baby because the Mother is 
1 mt + 4m,-« to lure o the babv in the -corning &nf in the evenings
L a y f b l e a ^ n h i  p ^ r t i t  to  eor^t during the d fy .^ h c  has no day 

but has to leave the baby with other U t  Is ones*
U~<£*~1 p TdKdR/NO : It is no disgrace to sdiilt ignoranoe of

„ut w  « v  ivi'n a^re in Job ^nsHbupg«raotn«rs have to hf taught thro- 
M -•' to oronatt.l ant* inf an1 welfare o U n io n . It 1© there that
S S v  i e ^ S  btiby craft. To illustrate here in Iah~nnssburg *c have 
i 5 !7C h i l « - S C l i n i c  under the pttrons.ee of the City Council, 
-here ooor 'lothars attend for periodic advice* under#twe 1that for 
T>oor noth«- • lk is supplied fr at the home until

*  c  S 2 » « «  . a «xv rr  Z  T r ^ J S & i ’ J t S S i i J H n ?aJ<> ~r, i « n « z to ftet free* ■ ■ i r flf! meo-oa-i *T-
- - ^ rio Phvsic&ns * * * * *  ^rob 2 vrm free •

5 T . m 5 5  « » • « » .  <rf» .t e p ^to  •  ■ • ”
• ut o m u  » * « » * •  o»i-" » •

lives *>io do not live in t .
keeper and ahould provide for fc-w.n as j ^

n0iStanUoo»?iT. I .11-: not m U r  the owitpoveray to quoting
f l * » w . ff lEatu lnfiSt -"ovtvllty. They :fer<ltl0.

K  ™  « * » .  that i * , tho tof«at mortollt . t g  B »to

t* very U M  * « * ,  “o»2t .
or 8C1 but It lo high. It lo .  or;*-^- > ™  v$n m -,ns,ith.

f  ° '  ? % ? : otx  - -,oMo-,'l. V : auwti. t ««to

^ k V t o \ h * ^ S U  o n ^ o o n J t l o n .shall quote no figures to inoioate tn̂ , ¥? r .
r,̂ ., figures have been quoted ranging from 3a to 90̂ . rhe ii^ .re  p 
rns rigu-sa  ̂ ?rnows or has reason to know shat
procen^a ?® increaaas^tae x  ̂ * look. Medical men are
these venereal oon^ 1*1 *** ia2  + 7--«>t«‘̂ nd ŝ rt? ^#arer ttw truth than A^iao-^ttive in their estimate fQ*- s-rjs ui ?
^v«? laity and^atausiastic social worker suggests. S7e are
^.iRt t.r.e xaivy ^  ■» *„ the *̂e« Tt must be coi?tbstueo«
h M . „ r . u

ssnsti4s!ss; « ^ tss ̂ si
other o ^anis  at ions ^ i t e  w t M U P ®  J S lS ^ is  Octobcr. 1^39 # our
attacked locally* T+^ ei? ^ *  %>1750 for the treatnent of venereal 
City Council h*& voted & su:a ol £1750 ror e vr batfrlng and
dl.ooooo to . Th . • ^ i * ri “ lrl2 ,reI* l .  S
interest of t.ic v>i y ‘ r nffisr«# in rerrar,r‘ to verereal disea«

At present the swa^s of jLars . b »»clt of j Qharnes-

sos lo 00 fol 000: ^ P ^ / r ^ r r ' o ^ - u r o o c s m  or. the other honfl 
burg .poolol Trootr«nt Contro♦ .ho HOT -urop^^ ^  , U h hlo

nu»t either go to o Pri™.-“ 2 a ,°o ,“ elr.  Here he t̂ eto hlo treatment
Sl*8^ L ^ . ni? th“ r J ™ “ of toe  ^h.*e.- oufif̂ tololp .llty to

to ith ^to  ^ v ^ n ,o c t  o o h trl^to o ^th lr fl . t„ .t -

X t ’ i T ^ J r i ”  « *a ,r  Chapter 17 Pt-” sr,r,h 86 of th*
liiion Public Health ct*



To a great extent thtse conditions are not satisfactory 
to both the employer and the employee. There are '.any people In 
private office# or In public works ©ho are suffering fro:r the 
disease but continue their work and undergo treat> ;ent at the samo 
time without being- any danger or menace to Public Tics. 1th through 
that particular job, becnuse •- It- kept there for r'oout * month*
He 1* then discharged not ’ cure 1 but the d la ease is merely reduced 
to a non»co ■ unlcablo stage* There nay bo recrudescence of the 
communicable stage,

It is the desire of 11 ? whole Johannesburg Co" iunity, 
both shite and black that provision for treatment should be made 
locally shire there would be no lo*»® of Jobs involved in certain 
eases arc abo & a ll whefce the victim may be treated free until 
d clared •cured1.

It may- be sup/rested that I or - /uropeen females could have 
a Special .?reatreat Centi*e In oonnfcetion ■Kith the Johannesburg 
fcor-iuropern oanltpj and the Tot -European : ales either at the' same 
place or at the Paes Of ice or wherever the City Council thoough 
the M,O.H* may decide to have a special Treatment Centre,

We learr. that the Council Is ready with its estimate 
for the treatment of venereal diseases* The scheme I understand, 
woulci rot cost :.iorc than r.1200 to begin with. The public is only 
waiting upon the Government to make Its contribution on this amount 
under the I'nior Public L’ealth Act, le Govern-irnt is already doing 
its oart at the i'uropean Special Treatment Centre and why not for 
the H on-European iectlon ? we oar not cet rid of disease? smong 
::uropcr«h* until the on-^uropear otlon la aloe fr«ef from the 
malady, £ incase !*now no colour bar*

J w  -—



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


