
FIGHT THE GROUP ARE AS ACT!
P E N IN S U L A -W ID E  CAM PAIGN 

BY COLOURED PEOPLE
C A P E  TO W N .— A  planning sub-committee to arrange meetings all over the Peninsula 

to fight the implementation of the Group Areas Act was elected at a meeting of the Group 
Areas Co-ordinating Committee in the Rondebosch Town HaU last Wednesday night.

AIMS TO RUIN INDIAN
PEOPLE — N ./.C .

The sub-committee of seven, with 
the chairman (Dr. R. E. Van der 
Ross) and secretary (Mr. P. A. 
Ruiters) as ex-otficio members, was 
elected following a proposal by Mr. 
George Peake, Cape Western Re
gional Chairman of the South Afri
can Coloured People’s Organisation.

In addition to S.A.C.P.O., about 
150 delegates from 25 other organi
sations were present at the confer
ence, among them, a large number 
of civic associations, the African 
National Congress, Congress of 
Democrats, Civil Rights’ League and 
the Liberal Party.

“As an African, I know what

locations are like, and I warn the 
Coloured people that they must 
tight the Group Areas Act,” said 
Mr. Z. Malindi, bringing a message 
of solidarity and support from the 
A.N.C.

Resolutions calling for the with
drawal of the Group Areas Develop
ment Bill and the repeal of the 
Group Areas Act were passed unahi- 
mously.

The former, said the resolution, 
although seeking to give the 
appearance of justice to the forcing 
of people from their homes, deprived 
the individual of the right to get

the best price for his property in 
the open market.

The meeting called upon the 
people not to be stampeded into 
selling their property, as this would 
be another way of implementing the 
Group Areas Act.

A motion that a petition be sent 
to the United Nations concerning 
the position of the people under the 
Group Areas Act was defeated, 
some speakers maintaining that In
dia had already brought the South 
African case before U.N.O. without 
effect.

DURBAN.
Bills now before Parliament amending the Group Areas Act 

emphasise the real purpose of this law in all its nakedness and fully 
vindicate the stand taken by Congress,” the Natal Indian Congress 
declared in a statement last week.

COLOUREDS URGED 
TO ATTEND C.O.P.
JOHANNESBURG.—The Transvaal branch of SACPO has 

issued a special call to the Coloured people to take part in the Con
gress of the People.

Pass your copy of 
N E W  A G E  

on to a friend

The N.I.C. points out that Non- 
Europeans have no representation 
on the Boards created under jthe  
amendments, and “we can say vinth- 
out hesitation that the Non-Euro
pean people will receive a very raw 
deal.”

The Chairman of the Land Tenure 
Board will in future be the sole 
arbiter as to who shall or shall not 
be heard, says the N.I.C., and “the 
Government is now seeking to en
force the Group Areas Act without 
any pretence whatsoever of giving 
the people an opportunity of being 
properly heard before the Board.

“The Natal Indian Congress 
issued a serious warning to the In
dian community that it should not 
be misled by anyone as to the real 
motivating factors behind the Act,” 
the statement continues.

“The Group Areas Act was en
acted primarily as an anti-Asiatic 
measure. Its aim is to achieve the

ultimate expatriation of the Indian 
people by first reducing them to 
economic ruin. Pending expatria
tion, Indians are to be allowed to 
remain in South Afriqa as a sub
group under the Coloured group.

“There were certain misguided 
people who believed that by sacri
ficing their principles by abandoning 
residential areas they would be able 
to  protect vested commercial inter
ests. How wrong they were has 
been clearly demonstrated by the 
ministerial decree for the Durban 
Indian commercial area, where the 
position is to remain frozen for the 
next two years during which period 
no determination is to be made.”

The N.I.C. ended its statement 
with a call to the Indian people to 
oppose the Act imitedly and not to 
submit any plans' whatsoever for 
race zoning to the Land Tenure Ad
visory Board.

What are you doing to secure 
freedom for yourself and your chil
dren? asks the SACPO leaflet.

Do you know that the Govern
ment is planning to remove thou
sands of Coloured people from their 
homes in the Cape just as they re
moved the Africans from Sophia- 
town?

Do you know that soon you will 
have a Minister of Coloured Affairs, 
who, like Dr. Verwoerd, Minister 
of Native Affairs, will bully you 
and control every phase of your 
life?
•  DO YOU KNOW THAT now 
you cannot leave South Africa, and 
very soon you will not be able to 
go from Johannesburg to Cape 
Town unless you are prepared to 
say, “YES, BAAS! PLEASE, 
BAAS!” and are prepared to 
WALK, TALK, SIT and EAT the 
way the Baas wants you to?
•  YOU MAY SAY THAT THESE 
THINGS WILL NOT HAPPEN 
TO YOU.
•  WE SAY THEY CAN HAP
PEN AND ARE HAPPENING, 
AND UNLESS YOU ARE PRE
PARED to  STAND UP AND 
DEFEND YOUR RIGHTS AND 
LIBERTIES YOU WILL LOSE 
THEM.

The Coloured people are urged 
both to join the S.A. Coloured 
People’s Organisation and to par
ticipate in the Freedom Assembly 
on June 25 and 26.

APPEAL COURT DEFINES A GATHERING

THE INITIATING COMMITTEE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING OF JOURNALISTS
will meet in Berlin this June, ac
cording to the first issue of the bul
letin of the committee released re
cently. The bulletin said that the 
Initiating Committee’s call for an 
international meeting of journalists 
had received a wide response, and 
preparatory committees were being 
set up in many countries. The 
Initiating Committee will plan the 
date, place and agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting of journalists, 
which will bring together for the 
first-time leading journalists from 
all parts of the world to discuss 
such questions as the removal of 
restrictions on ^ e  freedom of in
formation, improvement of rela
tionships between journalists in all 
countries, conditions of work of 
journalists, etc.

The Appeal Court’s verdict in the case in which Sam Kahn was 
charged with attending a gathering has been acclaimed by all progressive 
South Africa. In view of its importance, we give here some extracts from 
the judgment of the Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Centlivres.

It cannot in my view be said on 
the evidence which was called that 
the Crown succeeded in establishing 
that the gathering in question was 
any other than what it purported to 
be, viz.: a social gathering. Different 
considerations would, of cour§e, 
have arisen if the Crown had 
proved that the invitations which 
were issued were merely a cloak to 
conceal the real purpose of the 
gathering. . . .

The question . . .  is whether the 
gathering which the appellant 
attended was a “gathering” within 
the meaning of the definition of that 
word in Section I(1)(V) of the Act. 
The word “gathering” is there de
fined as meaning “any gathering, 
concourse, or procession in, through 
or along any place, of any number 
of persons having a common pur
pose, whether such purpose be law
ful or unlawful.”

From the use of the words “hav
ing a common purpose” it is clear 
that the word “gathering” does not 
mean any gathering whatsoever. The 
magistrate convicted the appellant 
because he held that the words 
“common purpose,” as used in the 
definition “merely mean, as con
tended by the prosecution, an in
tention to meet and assemble. In 
that view it follows that the Crown 
has discharged the onus of showing 
that the accused attended a gather
ing as defined in the Act.”

It is important to bear in mind 
that in a prosecution for a contra
vention of Sec. 11(f) of the Act the 
purpose or motive which the accused 
had in attending a gathering as de
fined in the Act is irrelevant. All 
that the Crown need prove is that 
the gathering falls within the statu
tory definition and that the accused 
attended the gathering. If, for in
stance, the accused attended such a 
gathering with no fixed purpose of 
his own but merely out of idle 
curiosity he would neverthelefw be

guilty of a contravention of Sec. 
11(f) and it would make no differ
ence whether the common purpose 
of those present were lawful or un
lawful.

FABfllLY MEAI.
It was contended by the Crown 

that a social gathering was a gather
ing which fell within the definition 
of that word. Counsel for the 
Crown argued that if the appellant 
had a meal in his own house with 
his own family he would not be 
attending a “gathering” but if his 
brother, who did not live in the 
same house as the appellant, shared 
a meal with him and his family he 
would then be attending a “gather
ing.” On principle I find it impos
sible to find any valid reason for 
drawing a distinction between these 
two cases. It seems to me that either 
there is a “gathering” in both cases 
or that there is not a “gathering” 
in either case.

The words “common purpose” are 
well known in the criminal law and 
connote that there is a purpose 
shared by two or more persons who 
act in concert to do something. 
There may be an express agreement 
between such persons to achieve 
some object or there may be an 
implied agreement to the same end. 
See Rex v. Duma and Anotlier (1945 
A.D. 410 at pp. 414 and 415). 
Directors of a company who call a 
meeting of shareholders to consider 
resolutions affecting the company 
have a common purpose and if the 
appellant were to attend such a 
meeting he would be contravening 
Sec. 11(f) of the Act. Assassins who 
way-lay their intended victim in 
order to kill him also have a com
mon purpose. In these cases the 
object which the persons concerned 
have in view is the purpose which 
those persons share in common with 
one another.

It is interesting to note that the 
Shorter Oxford Dictionary gives as

the first meaning of “purpose” the 
following: “the object which one 
‘has in view’ and that the Afrikaans 
version of the definition of ‘gather
ing’ (the Afrikaans version of the 
Act was signed) conveys the same 
concept where it uses the words 
„ ’n (gemeenskaplike) doel voor oe.” 
Consequently if persons assemble in 
order to achieve some common ob
ject by concerted action such an 
assembly would be a gathering with
in the meaning assigned to that 
word in the Act.

It follows from what I have 
stated that 1 am unable to agree 
with that portion of the judgment 
of the Provincial Division where it 
was said that “ if the words ‘having 
a common purpose’ are given the 
restricted meaning of an intention 
to achieve some object by concerted 
action the prosecution would . . . 
be confronted in almost every case 
with the impossible task of proving 
that the accused, and each and every 
person present, assembled with the 
same motive.”

MAGISTRATE’S REASONS
The magistrate in his reasons 

said: “In the case of Regina versus 
Sachs (S.A.L.R. 1953 (1)) the accused 
. . . had attended a meeting, the 
avowed object of which was to pro
test against the notices which the 
Minister had served upon him. 
From the decision in this case it is 
clear that die meeting was found by 
the Court to be a ‘gathering’ in 
terms of the definition in the Act. 
If, therefore, the Contention of the 
defence, namely that there can be no 
‘common purpose’ unless there is an 
object to be achieved by concerted 
action in the future, is correct, the 
attendance of the accused, Sachs, 
could not have been held to fall 
within the mischief aimed at by the 
Section, inasmuch as the pupose of 
the meeting was merely to protest. 
There was no avowed object to be 
attained in the future.”

I do not agree with the magis
trate’s reasons. In Sachs’ case the 
common purpose of the meeting 
was to protest against the action of

Minister of State and that meet
ing was a gathering within the 
meaning of the Act because a num
ber of persons hoped that by their 
concerted action a resolution of 
protest would be passed. That was 
the object which they had in view. 
In the case of a social gathering 
there is no intention to achieve any
thing by concerted action.

In the present case the Crown 
failed to prove that any of those 
who were present at the party in 
the house of the Buntings desired by 
concerted action to achieve any 
object. The persons who were pres
ent at the party met together to 
enjoy a social evening and it can
not be inferred from the evidence 
which was led that any of them 
hoped by concerted action to achieve 
any object. When a person decides 
to accept an invitation to a social 
gathering he does so because he 
individually desires to attend for 
reasons of his own; there may be 
many different reasons which induce 
different persons to accept and there 
cannot be said to be an intention on 
the part of those present to act in 
concert. Every person present ijs at 
liberty to please himself in regard 
to speaking to others who are present.

For all these reasons it seems to 
me that the Crown failed to prove 
that the gathering which the appel
lant attended was a gathering with
in the meaning yf the definition of 
that word in the Act.

The appeal is therefore allowed 
and the conviction and sentence are 
set aside.

SCHREINER, J. A.
VAN DEN HEEVER, J. A. 
HOEXTER, J. A.
FAGAN, J. A. concur.

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL
recently called for competitive ten
ders for the supply, delivery and 
erection of steelwork. The Council 
received 10 tenders, all quoting the 
sum of £57,517 Is. 8d. for the job. 
Commented Labour leader Herbert 
Morrison—“An example of how 
Conservative freedom works.”



WITS. MASS MEETING BACKS 
FORT HARE STUDENTS

Shut-Down ‘'Entirely out of
Proportion ”

JOHANNESBURG.
STUD EN TS of the Witwafersrand University last week came out in 

full support of their Fort Hare colleagues and demanded the ‘̂ uncon
ditional re-admission” of every member of the expelled student body.

By 400 votes to one, a lively naass 
meeting of students expressed dis
approval of the shut-down as being 
“entirely out of proportion to the 
situation existing at Fort Hare” and 
demanded a Commission of Inquiry, 
on which students are represented, 
“to investigate the grievances of 
students and the causes leading to 
the closing-down of the College.”

At the beginning of the meeting 
there was some belligerent heckling 
and whistle-blowing from a group 
of segregationists at the back of the 
hall, but their mood changed when 
a Fort Hare student ascended the 
platform and quietly told of the 
unbearable conditions which had 
precipitated the break with the 
authorities.

SHUT THEM UP
By the time he had finished, most 

of the segregationists (who before 
the meeting were brazenly scribbling 
“Mau Mau” on S.R.C. posters in
viting students to hear “The Truth 
about Fort Hare”) had slipped out of 
the hall or were quietly listening as 
the speaker built up his overwhelm
ing case.

The student said that it was the 
iron-fisted regime of the authorities,

BUY

DEL-MAR
KNITTING

WOOLS
They satisfy the most 

discerning and 
discriminating Buyer

OPTICIANS
Wolfson & De Wet, F.N.A.O. 
(Eng.), Qualified Sight-testing and 
Dispensing Opticians, 4 King* 
George Street (between Bree and 
Plein Streets), Johannesburg. Please 

note Change of Address.
Phone 22-3834 

20% Reduction to Africans

EXPERT WATCHMAKERS
Reasonable prices and guaranteed 
workmanship. For Cycles, Watches 
and Jewellery come to Klaff’s Cycle 
Works, 82 Harrison Street, Johan
nesburg New Age readers will re
ceive a special discount on all new 
watches bought. Managed by Issy
Hevmart

and not the intimidation of a 
mythical caucus that roused the 
student body to boycott the gradu
ation ceremony.

The students were not allowed to 
question edicts of the authorities 
who time after time refused to dis
close reasons for their drastic actions, 
he said.

Speakers from the floor drew the 
parallel between the suppression of 
liberties in the S.A. society and the 
development of authoritarian ten
dencies within the Universities, 
which had affected Wits no less than 
Fort Hare.

U.S. GOVERNOR SA YS: 
"QUITQUEHOY"

NEW YORK.
The Governor of New Jersey, 

Mr, Robert Meyner, has called for 
the evacuation of Quemoy and 
Matsu, the two Chinese islands off 
the mainland now being held by 
Chiang Kai-shek.

He was addressing a Democratic 
Party Women’s Club in Reno, 
Nevada, where he went to see the 
latest United States atom explosions 
at Yucca Flats.

“It would,” he said, “be the 
most savage irony of history if 
millions of people should die of 
atomic blasts over a  few square 
miles of b l^ k  rock in the Formosa 
Straits.

“I wonder how we would feel,” 
he asked, “if a hostile power were 
in possession of Long Island? Que
moy is only a few thousand yards 
from the mainland—not even twice 
the distance from Manhattan to 
Staten Island in New York State.”

C.O.P. ELECTI ONS
(Continued from page 1)

been divided and sub-divided so 
that every resident’s voice will be 
heard through those of the 200 dele
gates Sophiatown will send to the 
Freedom Assembly.

A Sophiatown C.O.P. worker des
cribed to New Age how the elec
tions are being organised.

The township has been divided 
inti seven zones, each zone under a 
leader. The zones in turn are divided 
into blocks which are again sub
divided into four units each. Each 
unit is composed of ten stands.

The stand units have elected chair
men, secretaries and other officials 
which organise C.O.P. work among 
the residents in these, the smallest 
units.

Block leaders preside over the 
four unit chairmen who thus work 
as a block committee. The chair
men of the block committees admin
ister the zones, which are in turn 
responsible to the volunteer-in-chief 
for the area.

Elections will continue in Sophia
town until every unit of ten stands 
has chosen its delegate to the 
Assembly.

HUGE CONFERENCE
A huge C.O.P. conference of

Is the Pope a 
Communist ?

BERLIN.
At the recent West German peace 

conference held at Duisburg a 
Roman Catholic delegate was ac
claimed when he said: “When I am 
accused of being a Communist be
cause I oppose atomic weapons I 
say, then the Pope must also be a 
Communist.”

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT? WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS
AND DEMANDS?

CONE TO A PUBLIC MEETING ON 
WOMEN'S DEMANDS FOR THE FREEDOM CHARTER 

OF THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE
SUNDAY, 29th NAY, 1955, at 2 p.m.

in the

TRADES HALL, KERK STREET, JOHANNESBURG
ALL WOMEN WELCOME. Prominent Women Speakers 

Organised by the Federation of S.A. Women (Transvaal Region)

Published by Real Printing & Publishing Co. (Pty.) Ltd., 6 Barrack . .
Street, Cape Town, and printed by Pioneer Press (Pty.) Ltd., Forgate the Freedom Charter by assisting 
Street. Woodstock Unless otherwise stated, all political matter in this I morally, financially, and in all pos- 
issue by B. P. Bunting, 6 Barrayk Street, Cape Town. I sible ways.”

Transvaal representatives attended 
by over 700 delegates was held in 
Johannesburg last week-end-. “The 
Freedom Assembly will show we do 
not accept the baasskap policy,” 
said speakers.

Mr. J. Matlo said that under 
Bantu Education Verwoerd, the 
psychologist,” was trying to per
form an operation to change the 
minds of the African children. He 
wanted to make them accept slavery. 
An end had to be put to this horror. 
The A.N.C. had called on all to 
prevent the carrying out of this 
scheme. The boycott should be 
spread, this speaker said.

Mr. John Nkadimeng said that 
demands for the Freedom Charter 
must come from the people them
selves—not only from organisations 
but from all the people. In street 
blocks, factories and villages dele

gates must now be elected.
A people’s choir sang magnifi

cently at the conference. Mrs. 
Doreen Motsabi appealed for funds, 
surrounded by children shouting 
“Afrika!”

IN NATAL
The Natal Action Committee of 

the C.O.P. reports that in its drive 
for demands for inclusion in the 
Freedom Charter, it has encountered 
widespread feelings of resentment 
against the oppressive legislation 
and policy of the Gbvernment.

“A large number of people have 
demanded that all peoples, regard
less of race, colour, religion, creed 
or sex, should have the right to 
elect and be elected to Parliament, 
Provincial Councils and City Coun
cils,” states the committee.

“There is no doubt that by the 
time the Freedom Charter is formu
lated, there is going to be tremen
dous support for it from all parts of 
South Africa, and the Charter itself 
is destined to become a historic 
document representing all shades of 
interests and the broad feelings and 
will of all the oppressed people of 
South Africa; a Charter of Demands, 
calling on the Government to imple
ment them immediately.”

The Natal committee aims at 
having 500 delegates elected by the 
middle of next month.

Our slogan is ‘Forward to the 
Congress of the People!’ We call on 
every person to subscribe fully to

STRAUSS IS STIFLING 
PEOPLE’S PROTEST

By PETER MEYER
Colonel Denys Reitz, in his 

well-known book “On Commando,” 
says that the Boer forces made it 
plain to the “kafirs” that the 1899- 
1901 war was a “White man’s 
quarrel.”

Mr. Strauss wants to go even 
further with the Senate Bill, He is 
keeping out not only the “kafirs,” 
but a lot of White men also. In 
fact, he wants to turn it into a 
strictly United Party show.

He has turned down appeals for 
a United Front; he has just about 
stifled the move to revive the 
Torch Commando; in Natal his 
first protest meeting will take place 
only on June 2; and daily he is 
turning down suggestions for new, 
vigorous ways of fighting the ' 
Nationalists.

Finally, last week he announced 
that “the Coloured vote issue is 
being used by the Government as 
a false front.” Keep the Coloureds 
out too, Mr. Strauss.

Why? I went into the reasons 
last week, but let’s look a little 
deeper into the thing.

AN ALLY
There are a lot of sincere people 

in the United Party who believe 
that Mr. Strauss is genuinely 
fighting the Nationalists, even 
though his methods are sometimes 
open to criticism. It is time they 
understood that Mr. Strauss is a 
handmaiden of the Nationalists, 
an ally, not an opponent.

Capitalist society is a cunning 
affair. Its defences are arranged 
in depth and skilfully camouflaged 
to deceive the honest citizen. The 
first defence is the Government. In 
South Africa, the next defence is 
the United Party. The third de
fence is the Liberal Party and its 
fellow-travellers.

No one suggests that all the 
supporters of these parties are con
scious allies of the Nationalist 
Party in its efforts to maintain the 
present system of White rule and 
exploitation. They may be honest 
in their intentions but muddled in 
their knowledge of political 
strategy. The fact remains that 
the effect of parties like the United 
Party, Liberal Party, etc., is to 
bamboozle the public and assist 
the Nationalists.

The present fight against the 
Senate Bill is a good example. It 
is clear to everyone that the people 
of South Africa are roused and are 
itching to fight the Nationalists. 
But what is Mr. Strauss doing?

Instead of arming the people 
and leading them into action 
against the Government, he is dis
arming them and leading them 
away from action.

This is not purely a question of 
party politics either, or a case of 
“bad” tactics. The U.P. leadership 
is fully aware that if the people of 
South Africa were to be fully 
roused and mobilised against the 
Nationalists, the Strydom Govern
ment would be destroyed. But so 
would the whole system of White 
rule, or at least it would never be 
the same again,

THE STRAUSS PLAN
It is not “wrong advice” or “bad 

tactics” that makes Mr, Strauss 
muzzle his followers and stifle the 
shouts of the Torch Commando.
It is cool, calculated thinking. Mr. 
Strauss wants to see the Strydom 
Government kicked out and the 
Strauss Government take its place, 
but not at the expense of the whole 
system of White rule.

The Liberals, Federals, etc., are 
only a few degrees removed from 
the United Party. Their principal

function is to obscure the issue, to 
bluff honest democrats that they 
are fighting for equal rights. The 
truth is that they are as much 

, handmaidens of the Nationalist 
Party as all the other White-rule 
parties. As good citizens become 
disgusted with the United Party 
and look around for something 
better, they find the Liberal Party 
waiting for them, ready to lead 
them into a slightly more attrac
tive wilderness.

Democrats who are puzzled by 
the political manoeuvres of the 
party leaders should ask themselves 
this question; Why is it that one 
political group in the White-rule 
camp merges imperceptibly into 
the next group, all the way from 
the Nationalist “extremists” to the 
“good” liberals? Dr. Verwoerd is 
linked with “moderate” National
ists like Mr, Sauer; Mr. Sauer is 
close to “right-wing” U.P. mem
bers like George Hayward and 
Abe Bloomberg; they in turn share 
the same benches with U.P. “lib
erals” like Dr. Friedman and Mrs. 
Suzman; and then Dr. Friedman 
and Mrs. Suzman serve as the link 
with the Ballingers and Stanfords 
in the Liberal Party. The one 
blends quietly and unobtrusively 
into the other.

Yet, when you look at the whole 
lot together it seems that there is 
not the remotest connection be
tween Dr. Verwoerd and Mrs. 
Ballinger.

THE A a D  TEST
But as one goes along the line of 

political peep-shows, there is a 
sudden break. This is when one 
comes to the camp of democracy. 
The test is simple and it divides 
politics into two distinct camps: 
those who believe in White-rule, 
and those who believe in equal 
rights for all NOW. The test is 
straightforward and conclusive.

If you apply this test to the 
Parliamentary Opposition, you can 
find the explanation for the sell-out 
on the Senate Bill. It is not only 
the U.P. that has sold out. All the 
Opposition groups must share the 
responsibility for this betrayal. At 
the moment, the smaller parties are 
standing around looking glum be
cause the United Party won’t have 
anything to do with them. The 
U.P. has disarmed them and they 
are wondering whether it is worth
while even calling protest meetings 
of their own.

But they have no excuse. There 
are allies and, as we pointed out 
last week, better allies than the 
United Party: the people and their 
democratic organisations like the 
Congress of Democrats, the A.N.C., 
the S.A.I.e. and S.A.C.P.O. Here 
are the real fighters for freedom, 
the real opponents of the Nation
alists. The choice is entirely in 
the hands of the Liberal, Labour 
and Federal party leaders. We 
agree with them that Mr. Strauss 
has sold out. But what are they 
doing?

THE INDIAN AND UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENTS are
considering a draft agreement which 
will guarantee future American in
vestments in India against expropria
tion, It will also include arrange
ments for the remittance of profits 
in dollars. The agreement guaran
tees remittance and convertibility of 
profits equal to 200 per cent, of 
investment over a period ofR20 
years. According to the London 
Times, “ the agreement will have the 
effect of reassuring investors . . . 
who may have been deterred by the 
announced Socialist programme of 
the Indian Government and recent 
amendments to the Constitution "
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