
Stockholm, Dec. 28, 1967

Deal Hilda:

Jonte says he haa advanced so* self 
criticism in his letter to you. But I fear that 
in Quotations kjt of Chairman Jonte the page on 
Self Criticism will be blank. Anyway, everything, 
is fin*. Under separate cover I send yon 
the story about my Australian adventure, where 
I cnased about- as much tapuble as de Gaulle in 
Canada. Now. 1 tell the Swedish maoista that it 
it is. extremely dangerous to keep on attacking, me 
Mr. Holt, the Austealian Premier, wa* eaten by 
sharks after his outburst against me in the 
Australian Parliament.

John Takman

My private office address:

Box 4176,
Stockholm 4



A t v i w v ^ v  n o
' n „ '  Stockholm 29/12

b v o r * ^

Dear Hilda,

First of all I really have to tell you how sorry lam 

and how bad i feel for not having written to you until now. Its not 

that aa^fhing hasnt been what it should about my staying in your house, 

its just that I am a very, very lazy boy,at least in terms of wrighting 

letters. After this excuse and I dont blame you if you dont accept it,

I want to tell you something nice. My English Vas evidently improved 

a lot because whin^Ti back home I passed my English exam; the final one 

that also decides the mark. I got the highest one. You bet I felt good. 

ixk Just before X-mas I got my marks concerning the autumn term and they 

were so good Shat I probably will get into Karolinska (= the university 

for medical studies). Everything is just fabulous, ifter this brief 

summary (physically Im fine) I want to thank you once again. I had a 

wonderful time with you,peace and quiet was what I needed after all the 

parties at Kings Road (anyWay I was broke). Send my regards to the rest 

of the family.

Love Jonte

PS.
Thank you for lending me the money. You wont loose anything 

since I heard Chairman Wilsons had some trouble withuhis pounds. Heres 

axgsaaii the money,partly in good,cuirrehfr^ard Swedish cash. That is 

MONEY. / \ i -
° ^ p p y  y e o ^ c  \



5 ^othvell otreet,
London, N .W .1. 3YH

•March 2 7?

E»ei..r Judith Todd,

I heard on the radio that your* mother said 
the Todd's had received somethin-? like 1,000 letters, therefore 
please understand I do not expect o reply or acknowledgement of 
this one.

1 /anted to -/rite to you when you were forced 
to discontinue your hunger strike, end the message your mother 
brought was that you said you were unable to talce it (the 
forced feedinr, that is.) There seemed to be a ring of/6crrow 
for failure in this message, and I felt impelled to tell you 
that you had not failed; that in the eyes of people everywhere, 
(except supporters of the Smith regime; your demonstration 
was an important one. T am sure that the publicity of it 
contributed to the release of yourself and your father. You 
made yourself a nuisance to them and they had to do something 
about it.

In 1 % 0 ,  durin~ the State of Emergency in oouth 
Africa, I was with 3 number of other cornea who went on a hunger 
strike for eight days. We were quite a large number, and they 
did not try to force-feed us, but at the end of ei;̂ :ht days our 
relatives who were worried managed to get the authorities to 
agree to a doctor from outside (that is, not on the ?3EfcfcsHX 
prison staff) t -) examine us, and he warned tv»o vomen of serious 
heart complications if they continued, fhis, plus the fact that 
bhe authorities then split us up, sending some of the women away 
to other prisons, caused us to call it off. I think what we did 
wss comparatively easy - we worked as a group, reinforced each 
other, felt enormous solidarity with each other - and still we 
were shattered by having to decide not to continue. Now I compare 
this with what you did, entirely alone, without anyone to talk 
to or to argue with on what 3houl3 be dona, and it 3eems to me 
you were tremendously courageous, splendidly resourceful, and 
have nothing at all to reproach yourself for - you yeilded only 
to superior physical force, and in all senses you were the victor.

So there it is - it was worth doing, it did have an effect, 
and what has emerged to the 'outside world i:-. hofc your defeat, 
but your triumph.

with very best wishes,

Hilda Bernstein



Laszlo Toth 
21000 Novi Sad 
Yugoslavia

10th February 1983

Dear Laszlo Toth,

Altaf Cauhar of the Third World Foundation has written to me 
about the possibility of meeting you for an interview in April.

I shall be in London until about the third week in April; I cannot 
give you a definite date, but may be leaving London for a month 
about 22nd April.

I will be very happy to see you, if you are here before I leave.

Sincerely,

Hilda Hernstein



London
i larch 26 th 84

Dear rs. Tisdall,

You m u b e  very proud of yourdaughter.

..’here I co.ne frcn - South Africa - i t  is quite easy to see that thei'*' 
is .i duty and morality demanded of each individual that is above 
mere adherence to what happens to be the current law. There is an 
absolute right, beyond any condemnation, to refuse to adhere to
many ltv.s of the apartheid regime.

Inn this country the belief tend ? lc uphold * rir.i 1 adherence to 
the country's laws. There i 3 constant discussion on the nr ?d never 
to infringe the Laws of the I add, and to adhere to t».c rules that 
such laws set out - tnat they aust never 'oe defied or disregarded.

Therefore your Jau.-nt v'*s r^cton is ruieS more courageous than any 
we took in the Oirt. She; acted very nuch in isolation, coming to her 
•ieci 'ion entirely by hersoiJ*. I no^e that, in of the vicious
piuv.-r.hnent nhe ha.; received, f at she will nevtr regret her action, 
nor doubt that what she did was trie riant thin > to Jo. If anyone 
argues that the law stands above parson il conscience - think of 
South '■ frica.

I hope th'it you, as her par*, - .c ». ;.ll tie.uv: ...ach a :.renA»th from 
your pxceotj.onal iau ater.

I have* .»t ;.iven my add.-ess s iplj to s.-(v. you the r-xtra burthen 
of thinking unat you must reply to this letter.

Dernstei/t



0 1 i House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL
England

19th December 84
Dear Tandie,

Just as I was looking at this photo and thinking of you,
I received your Christmas card and the lovely set of 
cards that you sent me. So our thoughts join across all 
this great distance - and time.'

I did not know if you were still in Gaberones, and 
with all the upsets of the past year, I was pleased that 
you said you have done well this past year.

Rusty and I are no longer living in London. We really 
could not afford it any longer, and we are endeavouring 
to start a different kind of life in the country. It is a 
great change, and I do miss all my friends, but in man;/ 
ways I had to get away from the never-snding pressures of 
life in London. It is very difficult thesd days to live 
in big cities.

I have been working on a revised, up-dated version of 
'For Their Triumphs . . . ' and it is due to be published 
early next year. It is really totally re-written, and has 
much more information than the old book. I hope it will be 
of use to our women'3 cause.

Great things are happening at home. 1985 will be an 
exciting year - a great leap forward.

Much love to you and all friends



THIRD WORLD FOUNDATION
for social and economic studies

Ref: RG/HB

6 November 1984

Hilda Bernstein 
Penswell 
Woodland Farm 
Chedworth 
Gloucestshire

Dear Mrs. Bernstein,

I am delighted that you have accepted my invitation to contribute an article on 
women workers and apartheid to the 1986 edition of our annual, Third World Affairs. 
As I mentioned, the human rights section in Third World Affairs 1986 will carry 
a series of articles looking at conditions of labour which violate human rights.
The other articles envisaged include debt bondage, the exploitation of child 
labour, a survey of slavery and slavery-like practices and possibly two other 
articles.

I will need your manuscript by 5th June 1985. The article should be up to 4000 
words and the more fully referenced and detailed it is the better. I have enclosed 
our information for authors to give you an idea of our house-style. The first 
edition of Third World Affairs will be out in December 1984 and I will send you 
a copy then. I look forward to seeing the new edition of your book on workers and
apartheid.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Ms Raana Gauhar 
Editor
THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS

enc. 1

A  registered charity  u n de r th e  la w  of E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  (R eg is tra tio n  N o. 275515) w ith  offices a t: N e w  Z e a la n d  H o u s e , H a y m a rk e t, L o n d o n  S W 1 Y  4 T S . T e l 01 839 6167 T e le x  8814201 T R IM E D  G
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Third World Quarterly welcomes contributions on important Third World 
matters; preference will be given to those which deal succinctly with an issue 
which is both important and clearly defined. Articles which are narrative or 
descriptive and lacking in analytical content are unlikely to be accepted. 
Comparative articles are welcome but should incorporate a balance of empirical 
evidence and theoretical speculation. Tne writing style should avoid academic 
jargon and colloquialism, and manuscripts should be carefully checked for 
errors. Brief articles (2,000 words) dealing with a single point, setting out results 
or research, a conference report or comments on a previous article, are also 
welcomed.

Articles submitted to Third World Quarterly should be original contributions 
and should not be under consideration by any other publication at the same time: 
if an article is under consideration by another publication the author should 
clearly indicate this at the time of submission; if published in Third World 
Quarterly it cannot be reproduced in whole or substantial part elsewhere without 
permission from the Editor of Third World Quarterly. The Editor is responsible 
for the selection and acceptance of articles, but responsibility for errors o f fa& 
and opinions expressed in them rest with their authors. Copyright in articles 
published in Third World Quarterly is retained by the journal.

Full names of the authors as well as academic and professional affiliations 
should be given together with the full address to which correspondence should be 
sent.

Authors are not expected to correct proofs of accepted articles. Every effort 
will be made to avoid errors and contributions will be checked at both galley and 
page-proof stages. ab . nissnw

Authors are entitled to twenty-five offprints and five copies of the issue in 
which their article appears free of charge'.

Presentation of Manuscript
•  Authors should submit two double-spaced typed copies (in English) on one 

side of A4 opaque paper. An additional copy should be retained by the author 
as manuscripts are not returned to authors.

•  The length should not normally exceed 5,000 words. Titles should be kept as 
brief as possible.

•  An abstract should be submitted with the manuscript; this is to comprise a 
one-paragraph summary of the main points of the article in not more than 150 
words.

•  Allow one inch margin on left-hand side and number manuscript pages 
consecutively throughout the manuscript. Broad divisions and section 
headings should be clearly marked where appropriate.

813



INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS

F o o tn o te  numbering should be clearly marked in the text and the notes placed j - T  T D  T j
at the end of the manuscript, not at the bottom of the relevant page. A  U
Tables (including graphs, maps, figures) must be submitted in a form suitable 
for clear reproduction on a separate sheet of paper and not within the text.
Each table should have a brief descriptive title. Place all footnotes to a table at 
the end of the table. Define all data in the column heads. Every table should be 
fully intelligible without reference to the text. If camera-ready artwork cannot I 
be provided by the author, our printers can undertake the preparation of Ji 
tables within certain financial constraints.
If any figure, table, or more than a few lines of the text from previously^ 4 
published material are included in a manuscript the author must obtain

WORLD
PLANNING,
r e v i e w !

written permission for republication from the copyright holder; the original 
source should be clearly noted and acknowledged.
For punctuation, spelling and style, follow the Oxford English Dictionary and 
the Oxford Dictionary for Writers and Editors.

A JOURNAL Ol 
IN DEVELOPING

Footnote Style I
•  In the case of books, the author, title of the book, place of publication, 

publisher, date of publication, and page numbers should be given in that 
order: e.g. J S Kirk, Middle East on 7V/a/,.London: Bodley Head, 1977, pp 3-9.

•  In the case of articles, the author, title of article, name of the journal, volume 
number, issue number in brackets, the year and the page numbers should 
given in that order: e.g. J Birks, ‘Migration in the Middle East’, Middle Easi'■ 
Review 5 (4) 1979, pp 27-32; or in the case of articles/chapters within books: 
Birks, ‘Middle East Labour’ in Middle East Today, S Sinclair (ed), London: 
Frank Cass, 1978, pp 28-36. . A

•  Reference to privately circulated or mimeographed material should also 
contain full references including the name of the appropriate department of 
the institution concerned. . Tiq- |  
Third World Quarterly will do'everything possible to ensure prom]

publication once a contribution is accepted. This will be facilitated if all 
manuscripts and illustrations conform to the form and style detailed above, s 
Manuscripts that do not follow this format may be returned for resubmissionj 

Authors are strongly advised to examine issues of Third World Quarterly in 
conjunction with the reading of these notes.

■•I M.
Deletions and Alterations >4 ■> *. -
If the Editor is of the opinion that articles provisionally accepted for publication 
need to be shortened or particular expressions deleted or rephrased, such 
proposed changes will be submitted to the author for approval prior to 
publication. Corrections of errors in punctuation, spelling and style will not be 
submitted for approval if they do not alter the meaning or sense of the original 
manuscript.
814
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THIRD WORLD FOUNDATION
for social and economic studies

Ref: RG/HB

/
Hilda Bernstein 
Penswell 
Woodland Farm 
CHedworth 
Gloucestshire

Dear Mrs. Bernstein,

Further to my letter of 6 November I would like to request that you consider 
doing an article not only on women workers under apartheid but on workers 
generally under apartheid. This would, of course, include the special 
problems women workers face. I felt this would be a better way to deal with 
this instead of having an article on workers under apartheid followed by 
another on women workers under apartheid. Also, since you have just updated 
your study on this subject, I imagine it would not be a problem to undertake 
this larger survey. I will be abroad for a month from the 1st December and 
it would be very useful if I heard from you before then.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Ms Raana Gauhar 
Editor
THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS

A  registered  ch a rity  u n de r th e  la w  of E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  (R e g is tra tio n  N o. 275515) w ith  offices a t: N e w  Z e a la n d  H o u s e , H a y m a rk e t, L o n d o n  S W 1 Y  4 T S .  T e l 01 839 6167 T e le x  8614201 T R IM E D  G



THIRD WORLD FOUNDATION
for social and economic studies

Ref: AM/HB

4 December 1984

Hilda Bernstein 
Old House Farm 
Dorstone 
Hereford 
HR3 6BL

Dear Ms Bernstein,

Thank you for your letter of 30th October 1984. Ms. Gauhar is presently away 
on holiday as she mentioned in her letter of 19 November 1984. She will reply 
in full to your query about the honorarium as soon as she returns in early 
January 1985. May I wish you on her behalf a Happy New Year and hope that 
this will not inconvenience you.

Yours sincerely

A. Martin 
Secretary to 
Ms. Gauhar 
THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS

A  registered ch a rity  u n de r th e  la w  of E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  (R e g is tra tio n  N o. 275515) w ith  offices at: N e w  Z e a la n d  H o u s e , H a y m a rk e t, L o n d o n  S W 1 Y  4 T S . T e l  01 839 6167 T e le x  8814201 T R IM E O  G
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THIRD WORLD FOUNDATION
for social and economic studies

Ref: RG/HB

4 January 1985
\

Hilda Bernstein 
Old House Farm 
Dorstone 
Hereford 
HR3 6BL

Dear Ms. Bernstein,

Would you accept payment of £70 per 1000 words for a manuscript of 4000 words 
for the article on workers under apartheid for Third World Affairs 1986? My 
mention of an honorarium relates to the fact that Third World Quarterly does 
not normally make any payment for articles. We have tried to settle an hono­
rarium for the annual, Third World Affairs, which we could afford and the 
author could accept. I shall wait to hear from you.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely

(/

M s . Raana Gauhar 
Editor
THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS

A  registered  charity  u n de r th e  la w  of E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  (R eg is tra tio n  N o. 275515) w ith  offices at: N e w  Z e a la n d  H o u s e , H a y m a rk e t, L o n d o n  S W 1 Y  4 T S . T e l 01 839 6167 T e le x  8814201 T R IM E D  G



Tel: Inkberrow(0386)792762 / 7 Meadow Close

Kington

Plyford Flavell 

Worcester

12 November 1986

Dear Hilda,

I am writing to ask you if you could possibly come and 

speak to the Pershore group of Amnesty International, 

sometime in the new year. You may remember that I made 

a similar request after your talk to the Inkberrow 

Labour pary, but unfortunately your committments were 

too heavy for you to manage it then. I am quite sure 

thq.t in the light of this years happenings in South Africa 

you are even busier still, but I do hope that you will 

be able to come. Your experiences and comment would be 

invaluable to the group.

May I congratulate you on the dramatization of 'Death 

is part of the process'. I found it most informative 

although I am aware that it was fictional in essence.

I am so pleased that it was shown. Have you had any 

feed back on the viewing figures ?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Kindest regards,



7, College Hill, Shrewsbury syl llz England tel: 0743 236149

4.i.88

Dear Hilda Bernstein,

A letter from Helen at Christmas reminded me of your card, which 
had got lost in a great heap of "things to do" - an almost 
permanent state of affairs, which I try to clear up over 
Christmas. Did you get a letter from her, too? Of course I know 
who you are, though I didn't know you painted, too. We don't live 
far away, either. Helen doesn't sound too well, though naturally 
doesn't complain. An amazing woman. I have just written a long 
letter to her - if you didn't get a letter, I can copy hers and 
send it to you.

I have been writing to Helen off and on for years, starting 
with Amnesty and continuing since. Recent correspondence has been 
over a book being written by an American woman, a biography, I 
think, who wrote to me and asked if I had any correspondence with 
H. which would be of help to her. She implied that she had H's 
permission, which in fact she hadn't, so H was upset that personal 
correspondence had been made available. However, there seems to 
have been some reconciliation between them now and H is going to 
vet the book, so I feel better about it. Marjorie gave this person 
my address.

You will be perhaps interested to know that a local private 
college for overseas students now has some South African students 
and some from Tanzania who originally came from SA. They are on 
scholarships and are cramming A-levels for entrance to university. 
Through a publisher friend, Ros de Lanerolle, we have got to know 
some of them and they turn up here now and again and occasionally 
stay the night or for a while in the holidays, because the college 
is out in the country (very good in a way - no bright 
distractions) and transport in and out very bad. They call it "out 
in the bush"! One of them is Tanya Hodgkins, whose grandmother 
lives in London and is a friend of Ros's - perhaps you know them 
both?

Do you ever come this way? I hardly ever go anywhere, but spend 
my life banging away on this machine, writing and translating from 
Scandinavian languages - did a book by Per Wastberg on Africa 
last year - rather good - and go to London about once a month and 
to one of the Scandinavian countries about once a year. Ros and 
Tanya's grandmother are coming up to see Tanya (it's her birthday 
I think) at the end of January - any chance of you meeting up with 
them?

Did the exhibition go well? Everything about SA is deeply 
depressing, but that could almost be said to be true of this 
country, too, sometimes. Bashing the weakest seems to be the order 
of the day.

Very sorry I have been so dilly-dally answering your card. Let 
me know if you'd like a copy of H's letter, will you, though I 
expect she sent one to you, too - her correspondence must 
simply colossal.



5th January 92
Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL

Bear Tina,

I only heard of Arhkur's death last night when I spoke to Vera.
It was sad and unexpected news, as it is not so long since I 
caroe to visit you, and Arthur seemed to be well to me.

It will be lonely for you without him, surrounded by a lifetime of 
memories of places and people, and of his paintings. Although I 
did not see you both so often, I too will miss him very much. He 
gave me something quite precious, that perhaps he managed to 
bestow on all his many friends - it was love and self­
esteem. He always made me feel I was more than welcome, and 
that I was someone special; an irreplaceable gift, more precious 
than anything material. I do not know anyone who can replace 
him in that respect.

I will try and be in touch with you when I next come to 
London. And send you my true sympathy and warm thoughts.

Affections ly,

/ ,

Hilda Bernstein
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A3 C l a r k  R o a d
S u b u r b s

B u l a w a y o  Z I M B A B W E
S a t u r d a y ,  6 th J u n e  1 9 9 2

D e a r  H i l d a  a n d  R u s t y ,

P e r h a p s  I s h o u l d n ’t be w r i t i n g  to y o u  the v e r y  e v e n i n g  t ha t  I hfive 
r e l u c t a n t l y  c o m e  to t he e n d  o f  'T he  W o r l d  T h a t  W a s  Otars'. I hf,ve 
b e e n  i t s  c a p t i v e  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  a n d  n o w  t h a t  I h a v e  
f i n i s h e d  i t I a m  f e e l i n g  r a t h e r  a i m l e s s .  H e n c e  t h i s  l e t t e r  I s u p p o s e .

I w i s h  I c o u l d  h a v e  r e a d  i t b e f o r e  w e  h a d  l u n c h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  R u t h  

W e i s s  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  d a y  w h e n  w e  w e r e  a w a i t i n g  the r e l e a s e  o f  
N e l s o n  M a n d e l a .  B u t  t h e r e  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  t he  t i m e  to a sk  a l l  
the q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  n o w  f i l l  m e.  I s h a l l  s p a r e  y o u  t h e m  o r e l s e  y e a  
w o u l d  h a v e  to w r i t e  a n o t h e r  v o l u m e !  T w o  o f t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  f o r  m e  

/vere G o v a n  M b e k i ' s  n o t e :  " I t ' s  s o n i c e  to h a v e  Lt S w a n e p o e l  w i t h  
u s a g a i n "  a n d  I v a n ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  o v e r n i g h t  he h a d  b e c o m e  t he  o w n e r  o f  
a h o u s e ,  a c a r  a n d  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  I t h o u g h t  w h a t  a c l e v e r  s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  w a s ,  b e c a u s e  i t m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o  d i s a r m i n g .

B e f o r e  I o p e n e d  t he  b o o k  I m u s t  a d m i t  I w a s  r e l u c t a n t  to s t a r t  it 
s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  to be e x p o s e d  to a l l  t h e  p a i n  I k n e w  it 
m u s t  r e v e a l ,  a g a i n .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e  p a i n  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  i n t e n s e  t h a n  
I w a s  e x p e c t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  it w a s  I n t e r w o v e n  i n t o  t he b e a u t y  o f  t he 

p l a c e  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  i n t o  y o u r  o w n  l i v e s  in s u c h  a w a y  t h a t  
as th e r e a d e r  c a n  a l m o s t  s m e l l  t he  s o u p  in t he  p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r  a n d  
h e a r  t h e  w a s h i n g  m a c h i n e  t h e n  t h e  r e a d e r  c a n  a l m o s t  f e e l  t h e  p a i n  in 

a w a y  t h a t  is m o s t  u n u s u a l .  I do h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  b o o k  is n o w  
w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n S o u t h  A f r i c a  b e c a u s e  i t  b r i n g s  t h o s e  p e o p l e  a n d  
t h a t  p e r i o d  to l i f e  s o v i v i d l y  t h a t  a l l  o f  a s u d d e n  it is t h e  p r e s e n t  
a g a i n .  I f e e l  I m u s t  p a s s  t h e  b o o k  o n  to m y  p a r e n t s '  a n d  y e t  I a m  
r e l u c t a n t  to d o  so. I k n o w  t h a t  m y  f a t h e r  w i l l  w e e p  w h e n  he is 
r e m i n d e d  o f  B r a m  in d e t e n t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M o l l y .

H a d  I b e e n  y o u ,  H i l d a ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t he  c o u r a g e  
i n t h e  l a t e  e i g h t i e s  to a t t e m p t  s u c h  a b o o k  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  p u b l i s h e r s
w o u l d  s a y  " e v e r y o n e  k n o w s  a l l  t h a t  ....... " w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e
e v e r y o n e  d o e s n ’t a n d  d i d n ' t .  A s  y o u  m u s t  be a b l e  to t e l l  by n o w  
I t h i n k  i t is a w o n d e r f u l  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  I d o c o n g r a t u l a t e  y o u  a n d  
t h a n k  y o u  f o r  it.

I t  is a v e r y  c o l d  e v e n i n g  i n  B u l a w a y o ,  a n d  I s u p p o s e  lt is e v e n  
c o l d e r  in L o b a t s i  - a n d  J o h a n n e s b u r g  too,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  L i f e  in 
Z i m b a b w e  is as i n t e r e s t i n g  as e v e r .  I t is e a s y  to be f i e r c e l y  
c r i t i c a l  o f o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  to d e t e s t  Z A N U  (PF) w i t h  p a s s i o n  
a n d  m o s t  o f  the p e o p l e  I m e e t  do. I a m  g e t t i n g  t i r e d  o f  l i s t e n i n g  
to t h e  c r i t i c i s m ,  a n d  o f  b e i n g  so c r i t i c a l  m y s e l f .  T h e  f r i g h t e n i n g  
t h i n g  t h o u g h ,  a b o u t  o u r  p r e s e n t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p l i g h t ,  is 
t h a t  t h e r e  d o e s n ’t s e e m  to be a v i s i b l e  w a y  o u t  o f  a l l  t h i s  m e s s .  
G o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e s t  G o v e r n m e n t  G a z e t t e  t o n i g h t  I s a w  t h a t  o u r  
M i n i s t r y  o f L a n d s  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  R e s e t t l e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  a l l o c a t e d  
a n  e x ^ t r a  $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  - to t a k e  t h e m  t h r o u g h  to th e n e x t  
b u d g e t  w h i c h  is i n  J u l y .  I l e a p t  to th e c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  
be f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  m o r e  l a n d  a n d  t he  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  m o r e  

p e o p l e  - w h i c h ,  i f  p a s t  p a t t e r n s  a r e  r e p e a t e d ,  w o n ' t  m e a n  m u c h  m o r e  

t h a n  t e m p o r a r y  h o p e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o n  t he p a r t  o f  t h o s e  e x p e c t i n g  
to be r e s e t t l e d ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  m o r e  l a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  

in t h e s e  t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d r o u g h t .  B u t  t h e n  I w as  
t a l k i n g  to s o m e o n e  in t he  M i n i s t r y  a n d  h e  s a i d  no, t h i s  w a s  f o r  t he  
p u r c h a s e  o f  m a i z e .  O u r  M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e ,  D r. C h i d z e r o ,  m u s t  

be h a v i n g  t h e  m o s t  m i s e r a b l e  t i m e .  O u r  G o v e r n m e n t  s e e m s  to be 
r u n n i n g  a w a y #



so m u c h  o f  t h e  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c e a s e l e s s l y  t r a v e l l i n g  a b r o a d ,  
a n d  M i n i s t e r s  o f t e n  n o t  t u r n i n g  u p to i m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n s .  I s u p p o s e  
t h a t  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  us t h e y  c a n ' t  c l e a r l y  s e e  the w a y  f o r w a r d .  B u t  

o f  c o u r s e  a w a y  m u s t  b e t h e r e .  I h o p e  s o  m u c h  t h a t  b y t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n s ,  1 9 9 5 ,  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  In G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  d e c i d e d  
to s t e p  d o w n  a n d  h a v e  a r e s t ,  a n d  t h a t  a c r e d i b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  w i l l  
h a v e  e m e r g e d  - p r o b a b l y  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Z a n u  (P F) .  I f  t h o s e  in 
p o w e r  n o w  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  c a n ' t  do w i t h o u t  t h e m  t h e n  w e w i l l  be 
in f o r  r o u g h  t i m e s  as w e  h e a d  f o r  t he e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  g o o d  n e w s  Is t h a t  
w e  a p p a r e n t l y  n o w  h a v e  e n o u g h  m a i z e  i n t he  c o u n t r y  to l a s t  us u n t i l  the 
e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I h o p e  I 
s h a l l  n e v e r  a g a i n  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f p e o p l e  In B u l a w a y o  r u n n i n g  a f t e r  t r u c k s  
t h e y  t h i n k  a r e  c a r r y i n g  m a i z e .  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  b e e n  w a r n e d  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  f o o d ,  b u t  t h e y  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  to c o n c e i v e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .

T h e r e  is n o n e e d  to a c k n o w l e d g e  t h i s  n o t e .  I j u s t  w a n t e d  to t h a n k  y o u  
f o r  t h e  b o o k  w h i c h  c o u l d n ' t  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  if yciu h a d  b o t h  l ed  
d i f f e r e n t  l i v e s .  W i t h  a l l  b e s t  w i s h e s  - •

J u d i t h  T o d d
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3 February 1994

Dear Judith,

In June of 1992 you wrote me a really wonderful letter about The World That 
Was Ours. I cannot tell you how greatlMy I appreciate such praise - thrive 
on it in a way I suppose; because you want peopleto admire your 'child', 
the product of much work and of self-exposure. And too often there is 
nothing but silence; of sometimes you meet someone years later who says 
'Oh, I always meant to write to you and tell you how much . . . ' etc.

When we met in 1992 I had already been working for three years on a book 
about South African exiles. It was due to appear in January 1993, and 
was listed in the catalogue of the publishers, Jonathan Cape. But due to 
problems that Cape Were having, as past of a conglomerate that had lost 
money for the past year, my book was postponed, shelved, cut, and 
is now# at last in print, due for publication in a couple of weeks' 
time. I am writing to tell you this because (in view of what you wrote 
to me) I hope you will be able to obtain a copy - maybe from your library - 
it's a big book and costs £25. It is called 'The Rift - the Exile Experience 
of South Africans and is, I hope, oral history that will help fill in 
three decades of those who were removed from the history of their own 
country.

The ANC has asked Rusty to come and help with the run-up to the elections, 
and he is leaving for SA in a week. I am staying on until after the 
book has been! launched and hope to go in the middle of March. Be were 
Voth aching to be there for the elections, but Rusty kept saying he did 
not want to go 'just as a tourist', so when the ANC said, Come, we need 
you, we did not need any urging. It Just seemed terrible not to be 
there at this time, to witness all we had dreamed about and hoped for; 
and despite the horrific problems that await, it is a moment of triumph 
and happiness.

I am hoping to visit Zimbabwe on my return to England in May, if I 
can arrange to go; and if I do, I will get in touch with you, as I would 
very much like to meet you again.

We have moved from the deep country on the Welsh border to Oxford, to be 
nearer to our children, and to have access to facilities that we missed 
when we were living in the country. We like it here, but feel like strangers, 
as I think exiles do wherever they live; and like strangers when they 
return to their own country.

With good wishes
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judithjodd_____________________________________________________________________

From: "Irina" < ifil@ mweb.co.za>
To: "judith todd" <jtoddsa@ m web.co.za>
Sent: Saturday, Decem ber 25, 2004 1:40 PM
Subject: Re: Thank you and Hilda

Dear Judith,

Thank you very much for your Christmas message. I also wish you a very healthy 
and fulfilling New Year.

I should have written yesterday but was trying to finish an article, and lost all 
track of time. Thank you very much for the lunch which we both enjoyed 
enormously. What a place to discover, and how lovely and friendly it all was! Bill's 
computer collapsed, so I am writing for both of us.

Re: Hilda. Her last book, A Life of One's Own, devoted to her family in Russia, was 
published in 2002. I enjoyed reading it, and I am sure you will too. It must be still 
selling in "Exclusives", you can ask her to sign it for you.

As far as I am concerned. I would be very grateful if you could mention to her that 
I am a friend, colleague and co-author of Apollon Davidson, a Russian professor 
whom she knows well and whom she specifically went to meet in Moscow in 
connection with this last book. Apollon and I are now finishing a book on the 
history of ties between Russia and South Africa in the 20th century, of which, 
obviously, the ties between the communist parties were a very important part. If 
she agrees to see me, I would like to talk to her about a) Russian Jewish element 
in the SA Com. Party — the reasons for its implrfitance, the reasons why so many 
Russian Jews became part of the Communist movement here. I have interviewed 
Ray Simons on this but would like more views and more clarity. B) what she knew 
of the ties between the SACP underground and in exile with the SU, her perception 
of the whole thing.

I am going to Moscow on 10th January for four months, so if she agrees to see 
me, it should be rather soon.

Lots of love to you,

With gratitude,

Irina.

12/25/2004

mailto:ifil@mweb.co.za
mailto:jtoddsa@mweb.co.za
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