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Group Areas

The next pages bear witness to the tragic consequences of the application of the
Group Areas Act.
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SOME EXTRACTS FROM THE STATEMENT MADE BY NANA SITA AT HIS TRIAL
UNDER THE GROUP AREAS ACT IN THE MAGISTRATE'S COURT IN PRETORIA
ON THE 17th AUGUST 1967.
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| tend before you charged with committing an offence under the Group Areas Act No. 77

‘ot ** * ' 11 * aUeced 13 “ terms of Section 23 (1) of this Act

U In Il
White Group Area proclaimed as
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Ilwrongly and unlawfully occupy premises WhICh fall in a
such under Proclamation No. 150 of the 6th June, 1958.

. 1962 “ d “ April' 1963 1 Cha’\ d for — o«ence to which | pleaded
guilty on both occasions and served a sentence of 3 months and 6 months respectively iail
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ffle ,“ *7 s WittdraWD- j facing fourth prosecution. The whole of Pretoria has
f ~NeUP [°r Vhite “ «*P* « portion of the Asiatic Bazaar and the
Townshlp of Landium which was declared a group area for Indians. | have lived with my fa
mily in Hercules for the past 44 years. First from the 1st April 1923 at Erf R . 1
Koad. and then from the 1st January, 1931 it Erf 321 k » ~ Rustenburg
321. No. 382 Van D= Hoff Rood. A dLtLI “ j oul ic°lr n “ Erf
fe,. Hercules fomu p.* ,f p,lori,. *b°m 100 J*rd* <My *Frte P~P«-
J'HE GROUP AREAS ACT has been declared .
by the Government as “corner stone” of its proclaimed, except at Standerton and Rustenburg,
apartheid policy. The Minister of Interior while no Europeans had to Move, but only Indlgns will
piloting the Group Areas Bill said, that it was a be remoyed f_rom both businesses and residences.
major measure towards the realisation of one of The Indians in the Transvaal \_/vho numt_)er 75,(\)00
the main objects of the policy of Apartheid, and will eventL_JaIIy be moved to their respectlv_e Grup
this object will be achieved without recourse to ﬁ\reas aga:jmst the EandfuLof European; In Stanr;
discrimination between the various races. The erton aln Ruste'r: urgvlv 0 were mﬁve to muc
restriction imposed on one group is to be imposed better places. T u_s 9” y_ Indians have to bear
on the other groups. It is true -that the Act is the burden of discrimination. So the assurance
the corner stone of the Apartheid policy, and a by the Minister of Interior Dr. Donges in Parlia-
major measure to achieve that object, but in ment, that there would be no discrimination
practice its application has been most discrimin- r;gfglf‘;gﬁgze victims of the Act, is not borne out
atory. In the three principle areas declared in )
The Transvaal as Indian Group Areas, namely, Those of us on whom the axe has fallen are
for East Rand, at Benoni, for Johannesburg, at undergoing untold hardships through having been
Lenasia, and for Pretoria, at Laudium, no White _up_)rooted from_ business and r_eS|dences, causing
man had to be removed from his place of resid- jniaery, suffering, and unhappiness resulting in
ence or business. The removal order fell on Indi- financial loss and insecurity for the future. Trade
ans only. The Indians in these three nunH has been the main occupation of the Transvaal
bei* 57,000 In 26 other towns and dorps that are Indians and to make a success of their business,
' two and three generations have rendered service
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to build up their establishments, which under the
enforcement of the Act are now threatened with
total extinction. Material losses and insecurity
stares them in the face. This, then is the Act,
which in the words of the Minister of Interior
Dr. Donges was to be applied without discrimina-
tion and administered with justice.

The Group Areas Act is cruel, callous, grotes-
que, abominable, unjust, vicious, degrading, and
humiliating to the utmost against whom it is ap-
plied. How an Act which is enforced against the
Thriiung with callous disregard of human suffer-
ing, misery and unhappiness, can be described to
be based on justice is beyond the comprehension
of any human being.

The policy of Apartheid enforced through the
Act is irrevocably opposed by all sections of the
Non-European people of South Africa. And all
lovers of democracy among Europeans have
equally condemned it as unjust and unworkable.
With the exception of Portugal all Nations gath-
ered at the United Nations have condemned it and
declared it to be contrary to human rights as ein-
bodied in the Charter.

Implementation of this policy through the Act
brands us as inferior people in perpetuity, de-
gfades our self respect as human beings, con-
demns us as uncivilised barbarians. It degrades
and humiliates my race to which | am proud to
belong, a race which has produced eminent men
in all walks of life, Saints, Philosophers, States-
men. Jurists, Scientists, Educationalists, Indus-
trialists, Poets, Literary Geniuses, Economists,
Sportsmen and Philanthropists among both men
and women who are self governing and sovreign
people. Mahatma Gandhi has been hailed
throughout the world as the greatest man of the
Twentieth century. Mrs. Indira Gandhi as Prime
Minister of India, rules over 500 million people.
Mrs. Pandit graced the Presidential chair of the
United Nations as the first woman president of
that august assembly but here in South Africa,
the members of the same race are derided and
treated as third class citizens and relegated to
“Ghettoes” allotted the status of lepers,
suffering with leprosy. They must be separated
and kept in isolation. It has branded the 14 mil-
lion Non-Europeans of South Africa, Africans,

and Coloureds as inferior and untouch-
ables to be separated and isolated lest their pro-
ximity and shadow contaminate and pollute the
members of the ruling race.

From the foregoing it is clear that the harsh
and coercive measures adopted under the Act
have as their object the hounding out of the In-
dians from this country of their own accord, and
thus achieve the most “cherished hope” of get-
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The Natal Mercury dated 19th July,
1948 reprinted this “ At arecent meet-
ing at Brits Mr. J. E. Potgieter the local
Nationalist M.P. and other speakers said
that the European and Nativejnust be
taught to boycott Indians until they are
bled white. If the Indians were reduced
to 'abject poverty’ by this means, the)
would be glad to emigrate to India with
the Government s assistance.

ting rid of the people the White Peoples Govern-
ment brought to South Africa, to serve the inter-
est of the White people, to turn the barren land
of Natal into a garden Colony, to make the Suga
Industry flourishing and prosperous and bac -
bone of Natal's economy. Their labour is no
lontrer essential. The juice having been sucked
from the fruit, the kernel can be thrown away.
The undertakings, assurances, promises, solemn
agreements need not worry the conscience of the
rulers. They must rule and therefore thej say
oppression and repression are justified.

In all the years of my adult life, I have pas-
sionately believed in the universal ideals of hu-
man brotherhood and social justice and am deep-
ly sensitive to any inroads into these ideals.
Apartheid refuses to recognise human dignity and
brands its victims as sub-human. It denounces
all known cannons of ethics as propounded by
the world’'s great religions and philosophies, it
refuses to recognise human rights as propounded
in the Declaration of Human Rights by the
United Nations.

Shorn of verbiage the Apartheid policy as en-
forced through the Group Areas Act is nothing
but a bare faced expression of a desire to domin-
ate, oppress and exploit the Non-Euxopeans and
to subject them to perpetual servitude of the
White Man who claim to be God’s chosen people,
the Master Race, the Herrenvolk, a concept which
plunged the world into a holocaust which was
defeated at the cost of millions of lives. Is the
world going to be made to witness the same holo-
caust by perpetuating the concept of the Master
Race theory?

I would say that the cruel treatment meted out
to Indians by the enforcement of the said Act is
a crime against humanity and a sin against God.
One day the framers of the Group Areas Act
will stand before a much higher Authority than
the South African Parliament, for the misery, the
unhappiness and the humHation it caused to the
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victims of the At=- May God Almighty forgive
them for their trespass.

| stand before yroi for flouting: the provisions of
the Group Areas Act, which for the reasons stat-
ed above, MY conscience does not allow me to com-
ply with. Therefore in obedience to the higher
authority of conscience | have decided not to
meekly submit to tie provisions af the Act. Being
a follower of Mahatma Gandhi’s doctrine of “ Sat-
yagraha” (Passive Resistance) based on truth,
love and non-violence | consider it my sacred duty
to resist injustice and oppression and in domg so
am prepared to bear the full brunt of the law and
am willing to face the consequence thereof.

If you find me guilty of the offence for which
I am standing before you | shall willingly and
joyfully suffer whatever sentence you may deem
to pass on me SS M suffering will be nothing
compared to the suffering of my people under the
Act. If my suffering in the cause of noble prin-
ciples of truth, jsstice and humanity could arouse
the conscience of White South Africa then I shall
not have strived in vain. | am 69 years of age,
suffering with chronic ailment of arthritis but
I do not plead in mitigation. | ask for no leni-
ency. | am reacy for the sentence.

Reservation of

Separate Amenities Bill

This gives power to local authorities to reserve
any public premises (presently defined as any
building, shop, structure, hall, convenience, land,
seashore and sea — but excluding any streets and
roads — to which the public has access whether
on payment of a fee or not) for the use of a par-
ticular race or class. The new Bill extends the
definition of pubiic premises to include also any
river, vlei, dam or lake (e.g. Sandvlei or Zoo
Lake”) and giv*s the Ministers concerned i.e.
Minister of Community Development of Planning
and the Bantu Affairs Department, power to in-
struct local authorities to reserve public premises
for the use of one particular race (a) at all times;
for .all purposes or (b) for particular purposes
for a specified or unspecified time.

If the local authority fails to obey such instruc-
tion the Minister concerned can so reserve the
premises, and recover the costs from the local
authorities.

The Death Knell of Old Simon’s Town

By BARBARA WILLIS

(Mr*. Willis is a member of the Regional Council, Block Svh tn Cap, Tou-n and a
long-time resident of Simons Town.)

fIN THE 1st SEPTEMBER. 1967, Simon’s Town was declared a White Group Area.

ass

when”else in tie country when people are uprooted without then consent.

A sentence oc death has been passed on the
Simon’s Town we have always known, loved and
shared. With tads devastating proclamation, the
Simon’s Town which has successfully weathered
the storms of more than 250 years, has been
brought to its knees with one shattering and dead-
ly blow. It jus: cannot exist as a purely Euro-
pean town anC remain the gay, friendly and
colourful village it has always been. Now the
dreadful feelings of shock, foreboding, insecurity
and despair haw cast such a dense gloom, that
walking down the main street is like walking
through the v*Bey of the shadow of death.

Frret the net-white people were forbidden to

set foot on all but one of their beaches, and, as
a result of this proclamation, even that one —
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insanitary and polluted as it is — is now closed
to them. This beach apartheid has resulted in
the non-white people being turned off the beaches
by the police, often accompanied by police dogs.

Now they are to have their very roots torn out
of their native soil. Nothing can ever replace a
lost home with all its memories and associations.
When the dread time comes for them all to go, it
will be a town of unhappy ghosts, haunted by
those who have been so callously ejected from the
homes and land of their forefathers.

In January 1959 Group Areas proposals were
first advertised for Simon’s Town. A public
meeting of citizens was held in February at which
a resolution was passed, nem. con., calling on the
Town Council to recommend that no group areas
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