
of things, such a3 supplying stolen property in order 

to support their families.

And for the rest they make "beer. Now who buys the 

"beer?- The vrarkers in town.

You think that they have enough money to be able to 

waste some of it on beer?- Hot because they have enough 

but because they like it and it is more like a luxury to 

them.

But can they afford it?- Well, they manage to 

afford it somehow.

They can pay for it?- Yes, they can pay for it.

How is it they can pay for it?- Well, they can 

pay for it because theythink it is better than anything 

else.

They must have the money to pay for it and they 

must have food?- Most of these people are fed by 

their masters, and when they get their wages they 

rush to the location to spend it .

In other words, they are much better off than those 

natives who are not fed by their masters?- Yes.

MR* LUCAS: And the man who is fed by his master 

has not got his wife with him?- That is so.

How you spoke of detribalised natives. Which 

natives vrould you regard as being entirely detribalised?- 

(Thema) ; I think the one side vfrio have lost all their 

pastoral orfein and are dependent entirely on wages.

How would we be able to recognise them if we found 

them in town?- It is rather difficult to recognise them, 

but they are there.

If  a man has his wife in the location, can we 

take that as an indication that he is detribalised?- 

Yes, you can.

You do not find tribal natives bringing their wives



here?- Very rarely.

And do you find that natives who come here and 

take wives here go hack to their tribes?- That you 

find very rarely indeed.

So if  a man has his wife here in the location he 

is detribalised?- Yes.

DR, ROBERTS: But i f  he is only living with her 

he is not detribalised?- Yes, that is so,

THE CHAIRMAN: But if  he is married to her then 

he is detribalised?- Yes.

Now with the wages as they are in town at pre

sent, the man who goes away from his tribe, vfrio has no 

more right to his lands and to plough or to keep cattle —  

that man earns money here, is he in any worse position 

than the man who is still a member of his tribe? - 

Yes, he is in a worse financial position.

All the natives vfoo are detribalised have certain 

tribal rights?- They had some tribal rights.

How did they shed those rights?- They came 

into town and they thought that they would make the town 

their home.

They thought they would be better off in town?- 

Y/hen a man comes here he gets married, He is either 

forced to live in a country town and he meets a woman and 

he is detribalised.

He does not pay lobola for that woman?- No.

If  he took her back to the tribe? - She would not 

agree to go.

Why not?- She would want to make concoctions of 

beer and such things.

So they marry women who hnve been engaged in the 

beer trade?- Yes, that is so.



\
And the woman does not want to go back?- That 

is so.

DR. ROBERTS: Would the tribe accept her?- Yes, 

it would.

THE CHAIRMANl But would that native have to pay 

lobola for her if  he took her back?- He has his 

parents there and when they get home the -parents would 

arrange fbr the lobola. They would not just a3k her 

to stay before lobola was paid.

If  he st: ys in town he does not need to pay 

lobola?- No, that is so.

DR. ROBERTS: But if  she is a strange woman she 

could not go back to her tribe. The tribe would not re

ceive her. Supposing she is a Zulu woman and she 

met a Shangaan or a Mavenda. Would the Shangaans or the 

Mavendas receive her?- They would make things very 

ncomfortable for her if she was not lobolaed. She would 

not be respected and he would marry other wives and she 

would be nothing.

Do not the natives know th^se things you have been 

telling us?- The natives outside \vho come in from the 

reserves do not they know that if they are away from 

their tribes they are economically worse off if  they take 

a rife here and they cannot go back to their tribes? - I 

would not aay that they know it . (Mopola): I think 

they prefer to be detribalised. Theyare earning 

money every day and seeing it , and they prefer to be in 

town.

If  you are using money every day and you have not 

got enough food, are you better off?- I would not be 

But with them - they seem to be quite satisfied with the 

little money they get and they seem to be more satisfied



than if  they are outside. The work here is not heavy 

and although they get very little money they are not 

worried about that and they are content. It is only 

when they are in town for a longer period that thĉ r 

begin to realise the strain of town lift .

Now let us come to your Peculiar Group. Those 

must be original natives who come from the reserves?- 

(Thema): Quite so.

What makes you call them the Peculiar Groiip?

Is there any difference between the native who comes 

from the reserve and goes back, and that native?- 

It is this native who makes some of these people feel 

their position. They earn £2 and they spend the whole 

of it on intoxicants and other things. They have no 

money to send home and they are afraid to go home 

themselves. They just keep in town. They are so fond 

of drink that they drink up all they have. They are fed 

by theif masters.

If  they saved up enough money to go home, do you 

think they would go home from time to time, like the 

tribal natives?- Yes, I think so.

Have they got into difficulty, so that they are 

afraid to go home?- Yes.

DR. ROBERTS: Is not that much x>re true of the 

women than of the men?- No, it is much more true of the 

men.

MR. MOSTERT: This is a class of native who is in 

and out of gaol?- Yes, very often.

THE CHAIRMAN: Both the criminal classes and the 

others?- I should call them the confounded ones.

These natives are confused - they do not know what to 

do with themselves. The money they get is so little and



their desire for drink is so much that they spend every 

penny they get on it .

How vonld you say in your own language "the eon- 

founded class"?- It means the confused ones.

Do not these people become detrlbalised in time?- 

Yes, they sometimes do hocome detrlbalised.

MR, VAN NIEXERK: But do not they go back to their 

tribes?- Yes, they do.

THIS CHAIRMAN: They become detrlbalised in that 

sense; But why do not you consider that they belong to 

the same group as the one that you belong to?- Because 

we have our wives here and they have their wives at home. 

They do not go back home even to see their children.

If  they take another wife her^ which they can do 

according to your custom, then it means that they have a 

wife here and a wife at home? What prevents them from 

becoming detrlbalised afterwards in the same way as you 

are detrlbalised?- They have their children, they have 

another family at home.

But if they do not take any notice of that family 

at all?- Then they bceome detrlbalised.

They are an intermediate sphere between the tribal 

and the detrlbalised natives?- That is so.

DR. ROBERTS: Now supposing that your chief, to 

whom you owe a certain allegiance, were to send for you. 

Supposing he wanted to see you. Would you go?- I would 

not gd.

Are you sure?- I am detrlbalised.

That is to say, that you would not give him any 

recognition at all if  you were to meet him, you would not 

salute him?- Oh yes, I would salute him.

DR. FO HI ': But you would not obey him?- No»



I am detribalised, so how can I live in the reserves?

DR. ROBERTS: Supposing he wanted to discuss a 

matter with you, would you go?- Yes, I would obey him 

there- I would go to discuss a matter.

You would go?- Yes, I have done that several 

tim s. I am called by him I obey.

THE CHAIRMAN: But if  he told you to live there 

you would not?- That is so.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIEKEXK: You spoke of the migra

tion of natives after the 1913 act. Where was this mi

gration from?- From the reserve and from the faims.

-i-n what way? 'why did they migrate from "lie fanns 

after the 1913 Act?- Because they were not allowed to 

lease any more in the white area, so they had to go to 

the towns.

Thosenatives viio we re leasing at the time were 

allowed to go on?- Did many natives lease land before 

1913?- Yes, on the half-share system.

And that vrae stopped?- Yes.

Was that carried on to any extent here?- Yes, 

there was much leasing on the half§hare system.

Y’as that in this district?- Yeg.

You spoke about the bad management of a farmer.

What do you mean by that?- What I mean is this. These 

natives are asked by a certain farmer to do ninety days’ 

work and they have to do two days per week a > as to com

plete the ninety days. They have no time to work for  

themselves bee use they scve to be on the farm every week. 

They v.ould like to go and do othe,' work, but they cannot. 

They are given a certain acrc and they are told to 

finish that acre otherwise ” 1 shall not write a ticket 

for you " .  That man is struggling along, but his



\

ticket does not get written. But the native is advancing 

and he sees t h t  he is not well managed.

How this system of working tvrc> days a week. It is 

peculiar to this area in the North. V/e do not know about 

it further south. Do you think it is slowing disap^earing?- 

Yes, it is.

There is an improvement in that?- Yes.

THE CHAIR AN: /hy is it disappearing?- The farmers 

must have noticed that the natives are leaving their land 

because of it .

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIEXERK; You spoke about the conges

tion of the locations. You think that if the natives had 

better methods of cultivation they could exist on the same 

land for a considerable time still . Would the congestion 

disappear?- No, but matters would be made more attractive 

to the natives, but the congestion would not disappear.

Generally speaking, when a place i3 congested it does 

not naturally mean that there are too many people living in 

the place but that there are too many people to make a 

living. If  they were to improve their methods of agricul

ture they would be able to live on the same land, more 

people would be able to live on the same land?- I think
*

so.

And do you think the native can considerably 

improve their ways of agriculture?- Yes.

And you are therefore in favour of agricultural 

training being given to the natives?- Yes.

You spoke of the Land ct of 1913. You said that 

it \ms promised that land would be given permanently to 

the natives. Y/here was that said?- The xccommended 

areas were not made permanent. Still, up to this day 

they remain recommended areas.



But the Government does allow the native to buy 

intiiat recorrmended area?- Yes, but what vve want is 

that they should be permanent. They should be given to 

the natives permanently.

You want to release the recommended areas?- Yes.

Do you want them to be given for nothing?- I want 

than to be allotted for natives.

Althou^ithe law has not been passed, there is no 

difficulty for a man to buy land in a released area?- 

There is no difficulty, but the whites are allowed to 

buy land in the areas recommended for natives.

Do they allow the whites to buy here and there?-

Yes.

Your content on is that it should be permanently 

laid down that only natives an buy there?- That is so.

THE CHAIRr.!AN: In those recorrmended areas, if a 

n ative buys now, the title can be given to the tribe? - 

Yes.

Your objection is that title cannot be given to an 

individual native^- Yes, and also that whites can buy 

in the recoiranended native areas.

MR* LE ROUX VAN HIEKERK: We have had many com

plaints from native chiefs elsewhere that they do not like 

the idea of their piccanins coming to town. They say 

that they turn into Araalaitas. Do yoti agree with that?- 

No.
Do you agree that it is not advisable to allow the 

small piccanins to go into the towns?- Yes, we do 

not want them to be annrenticed by Europeans viio ai*e not 

qualified.

When we are speaking about apprenticing a native 

boy to a European, the idea i3 that there should be 

hoar 1 constituted of the white man and a representative



of the native, and whenever a contract is entered into 

it should come before this hoard. How if  this hoard 

cons ‘ders that a farmer is no goo£, and that he is not 

properly training his people, or not properly treating 

them , the Board will say "No, wc will not give you an 

apprentice” . But if there is a good farmer who is 

treating his men well, you would not object would you?- 

No, I would not.

Do you think that would bo preferable rather than 

sending the boys ihto town?- We would not object if  

the 'armers were qualified. Our fear is only that some 

pople may take advantage of the piccanins and use them 

only for labour and not apprentice them.

When we speak of apprenticing the i, then they must 

work in such a way that they will learn something?- Yes,

I understand that.

And ? ou have no objection to that s7/stem?- No,

none.

You spoke about the Government and the Land Bank.

Are you acquainted with the Regulations of the Land Bank'* 

No, I am not.

Have you ever given it any thought, that it would be 

a most difficult thing to advance natives money living 

in the Reserve?- I thought that as the Government has 

got the Native Reserves and as they have got the con

trol over the Reserves, that they should be able to do 

something to see that the natives to not simply borrow 

the money and do not return it.

You thought that some system could be devised vtfiereby 

the natives in the reserves could be helped1- Yes.

Now, what would be your idea of helping natives 

through some agency like the Land ^ank?- What do you 

want the money for and what do you think these natives in



the Reserves require the money for?- In times of de- 

pre sion, only in times of depression.

There should be a system of helping that native 

over that period?- * * e s .

DR. ROBERTS: You know of course that the Native 

Affairs Department ,-Just now advances money to natives to 

"buy farms?- I did not know that.

THE CHAIRMAN: They sometimes have difficulty in 

making the money accept the money, because they say 

"Ifwe owe so much money to the Government, what will 

the Government do with us?” ? - I did not kno1 that.

MR. LM ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Now, Molopa, you spoke 

of a wage of £6. Did you take into account the wages 

earned by the women, too?- Yes.

Did you mean to say that it would be suf fici ent if a 

man and a woman together earned £6.?- Yes. I have in 

mind that the wages of a man and a woman put together to

day doe not amount to S3. The wage of a man alone 

should be in the neighbourhood of £6, but of coTirse the 

woman c; nnot be expected to earn much. She gets very 

little for the washing she does.

Would you reckon that in?- Elsewhere you reckon 

the two together. Would you not reckon the earnings of 

the woman together with the man to be £6.? V ould that 

meet the case? - Yes.

We had a statement here this morning from the 

Superintendent of the Jjocation that the women v?ho brew the 

beer were generally unmarried Yemen, the lowest woman of 

the town. Is that so?- In some cases that is so.

5ut I want to explain. In the location we get more 

married people, legally married v.omen, than others.

They work for the Europeans, but those people also brew



beer. Of course, there are some people who do not.

Now, you made vhat was to be a rather strange 

statement, that if  a man earns low wages he is bound to 

steal?- Quite so.

How, in your opinion the majority of the natives in 

Pietersburg, or you can practically say all over the Union, 

do not earn £6 per month. So the majority must steal, 

must, be thieves?— I mean that these people have earned 

very little and they cannot get any other means to buy 

food, so they have to go to the stores who have to supply 

then with the goods.

You are putting a stigma on the native. You say 

that the majority do not earn £6 and to get that they 

must either steal, borrow or sell?- Yes.

There ar only a certain snount who sell beer, not 

too many, bee rase the police are always on the look-out, 

so a good percentage of the natives in the town must be 

stealing?- Yes , quite so.

I do not know if  the native will bear you out, We 

always thought that the native was a fairly honest man?- 

If  we reason this out it comes to the same thing. We 

haveto reck n out if the cost of living is so much, where 

do they get the money from?

Do you agr e with that Thema?) (Thema): I do not 

to the extent of saying that the majority of our people are 

thieves, but I say this — there is a lot of thieving going 

on because of the low wages.

How you spoke of the Peculiar Group. That is the man 

who comes to town, he earns £2 per month, and he has a wife 

and family in the loc tion? - Yes.

tie spends his oney principally on intoxicants?-

*es.



That man should he better off than the tribal 

native. That man has a wife. He has to plough, 

he works the land, and he has children to look after 

his cattle. His family therefore have food provided 

for them if  it is not a had year. He earns cash here, 

and if he sends that c; sh hack to the location he is 

better off than the man vho has a v/ife here?- No, I do 

not think he is better off. That is the man who is con

fused.

He is in a better position. Hi3 ^ife lives here, 

but she does not pay rent. He only pays 10/- a year.

He has land to plough. He has cattle and a place to 

run them on, and he earns c-sh here. He should be in 

a better position than you are?- He is not. This 

native at home has not got enough room for cultivation.

It does not matter, he may not have enough but 

he has something?- Yes, he has something.

He has land to plough and a place to run his cattle 

on?- Yes, and he must come to town to get money for 

taxes.

And he ma^ earn just as much as a native who has 

his v/ife here in the location?- Yes.

But he has no wife to support, no rent to pay, 

no sugar to buy, and therefore he is better off?- *es, 

that is so.

You say that he misuses his opportunities?- That 

i3 so .

He does not send any loney back? - No.

3ould you suggest ho- we could rectify that 

position?- I asked for a Land Settlement scheme.

But he has a place to go to?- He has no money,

I want to know whether you can suggest some scheme



by which he could be compelled to send money to his 

wife so as to give her a better living?- He should be 

paid better wages.

Then he would buy iore beer?- (Molopa): If  he 

had better wages it could be seen to by the A*ative Affairs 

Department that part of his money were paid to the Native 

Affairs Department nd then sent to hia wife.

THE CHAIRMAN: You think some money should be kept 

back to be sent to the wife and then he will not get con

fused? - that is so. (Thema): I f  he gets more money 

there will not ^e more beer sold.

MR. YAH NTEKEiK; You go out fro 1 the idea that 

beer is drink because beer is sold. Is not beer made 

because peopl want it?- I say that the reason why 

these nativ 3 drink is because they want it .

If  a man earns more money do you think he will not 

drink beer?- Oh yes, he will still drink beer.

When he gets more money he will drink more beer?- 

Of course, there is a huge profit An beer today.

Do you think that this beer drinking in the towns 

is about the worst evil that the natives have to contend 

with?- I do not think so.

Don't you think it is an evil?- Do you think it is 

bad for the natives that this selling of beer is going on? 

Yes, it is bad.

You think it 3ho\ild be uhder restricted control?- 

My contention is that b ;er drinking cannot be stopped and 

the best thing is to allow them to have consumption at 

home to satisfy themselves.

But do you w; nt U3 to stop people from buying beer?- 

If  it is made only for home consumption people will 

not buy it .

The selling sho i '.c be stopped?- Yes.



MR. LUC 8: And it would be cheaper than, because 

people would not have to risk paying a fine?- That is 

so.

You said that beer ’ as manufactured because of the 

low wages. Do you think if  wages were higher they would 

not make beer?- (Molopa): I think there would be less 

beer made. Many people are simply compelled to make beer 

t oday so as to sell it .

You say that because th wages are so low the women 

have to make beer so that they may sell it to make money?- 

Yes.

Is it your argument that if  the wages were higher

the men would not want their wives to sell bee?-?- Many

of the v/ives would stop it . If  the wages of the

husband were higher they would soon stop, because many

of the husbands do not 'ant their wives to brew beer, 

nd it is only because of the economic pressure that they

make beer.

You say that some \¥ive3 take in washing?- Yes.

/aid they can only make 10/- per month?- That is so.

That is very little . How much does a woman get 

for doing all the washing for a European house?- It 

varies according to the bundle. If  the hundle is big 

enough it runs to 10/- but if it is a small bundle it 

goes from 3/- to 5/- and to 7/6d.

And these women have to supply their own soap?- 

Yes, sometimes.

Sometimes they get the 3oap thrown in?- Yes.

This 10/- is for the whole month?- Yes.

How often do they take it?-- About twice a week.

The take the washing every Mona*r and send it back on the 

Friday and they are paid at the end of the month.



THE CHAIRMAN: Do they take a w,;ek to do a 

family's washing?- Yes, they take it home. Some 

days for w a s h in g  and some days for ironing.

And they get 10/- for washing and ironing?- Yes.

MR. LUCAS: Do they do their washing in their own 

homes?- 3ome of them. I am speaking chiefly of those 

who do it in their own homes.

And some do it at the houses of the Europeans?-

Yes.

MR. LE ROtlX VAN NIEKESK: hat do they get in 

those cases?- They get a little les3, because they are 

given dinner and breakfast. And perhans they get a 

few crumbs of bread for their children, so they are 

paid a little less money.

Is that a rreneral price naid for washing here - 

10/- for the whole house?- That is the average, some 

get more than 10/-.

How do you strike the average?- Some get up to 

£1. and others get 5 1 .1 0 .0 . But I think the average is 

10/ - .

MR. LUCAS: When the work is done at the European 

house, v'hat happens to the family while the mother is 

away?- The children run about the streets unattended.

Are there any cases like that in the location here?-

Yes.

How long has this location been in existence?- 

I do not know. I found it in existence when I came here in 

1924. (Thema): It was in existence before the Boer 

War.

Are many of the children left to run about un

attended?- (Molopa) : Yes.

Have you been able to form any idea as to what



happens to the children who ran about unattended?- How 

they grow up? - I remember some time ago th re was a 

general complaint about the children running about loose, 

ond it was said thjt something should be done. It was 

said that the only thing that could be done was to have
*

someone looking after them during the absence of the parents.

Has anything been done? - Ho, except in regard to 

those vsho go to school.

How you told us a good deal about the Peculiar 

Group. hat happens to the wives and families in the 

tribes that are deserted? - (Thema): According to the 

native custom they are marred by the brothers or the 

cousins.

It takes a long time before they know that they 

are deserted?- Yes, but even if a man has gone for a long 

time, according to native custom the brother during the 

absence of the man has the right to cohabit with the wife.

Now in the town location here, is there any arrange

ment for recreation?- It is done by us. But we 

have tennis, cricket and football.

And the Advisory Council that is there, does that 

deal with that question?- We have asked the Municipality to 

arrange some ground for us, but we have not yet had a 

reply.

MR. LE ROIJX VAIT NIEKERK: Have you any knowledge 

as regards wcges in other towns, towns of a similar size 

as Pietersburg, or Middleburg, or P.P.Rust in the Trans

vaal? How do the wages here compare with those towns?-



P .P . Rust is about the same as this. The average wage is 

about £2.

MR. LUCAS: That is without food?- *es, that is 

without food.

What would be the general wage of the native here 

in Pietersburg? What would the most of them get?- There 

are many natives here who are getting £ 1 .10 .0 . v/ith food.

And house-boys?- They are getting £2; some get 

£1. and some £2# with food.

THE CHAIR IAN: nd the boys in the shops?- They are 

a little better paid, £2 to £3.

Without food?- Yea.

And in the factories, the cold storage?- They 

would get that too, from £2 to £3.

Without food?- Yes, without food.

DR. POURIE: 1 could not understand from you what 

the detribalised native is. I am afraid you are a little  

bit confused about it . Are you a detribalised native?- 

Yes, I am a detribalised native.

You have broken with the tribal religion?- Yes.

And you have broken with tribal rites?- Yes.

You have broken v/ith the tribal custom?- Yes.

And have you also broken with the tribal authority?-

Yes.

THS CHAIRMAN: But you would obey your chief if you 

got certain orders?- 'Tell, I have broken with that so far 

as the chiefs are concerned. The only authority is the 

Native Affairs Department. I do not know what you mean 

by authority. I would not obey a levy fro n the chief.

But you would obey an order from the Chief to come 

and see him?- Yes.

But you would not acknowledge an order v*hich would



affect your status?- No, that is so, I mould not.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: When the chief calls 

you to see him you will go hack? But you would go 

to him because you think that he might want you to do a 

service for your people?- Yes, that is so.

Or do you think that it would be a command which 

nist be obeyed?- I would go there because I would 

think it is a command.

. So you admit that he can command?you?- Well»

I would go and see what he wanted.

So you would obey his authority?- In that 

respect, yes.

THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 6.30  p.m. 

to meet again at DUIVELSKLOOF, on 

FRIDAY, the 8th AUGUST, 1930, at 10 a.m.
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