
Cape Town report to NC - October 1987

i’his y e a r  has been c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by an i n w a r d  f o c u s  w i t h  a lot of 
e m p h a s i s  on a s s e s s i n g  ECC u n d e r  the e m e r g e n c y  - whs re we h a v e  
c o m e  f r o m  and ho w  to go f o r w a r d .  The c o m m i s s i o n  of e n q u i r y  
pointed us to the 'conscript focus' and clarified what content is 
a p p r o p r i a t e  for ECC. H o w e v e r  it has t a k e n  s o m e  t i m e  fo r  that 
purpose of direction to be felt organisationally. It is only in 
tne l a s t  c o u p l e  of w e e k s  that we h a v e  s t a r t e d  to s u d d e n l y  find 
our n u m b e r s  g r o w i n g ,  our m o r a l e  is h i g h  and we l ook p o i s e d  to 
"regain the initiative".

A E A S  OF WORK

Con s c r i p  ts

C o n s c r i p t s  have been targetted as 3 crucial constituency for ECC. 
We se t  up an i n t e r i m  g r o u p  to l o o k  at h o w  to take f o r w a r d  our 
work w ith conscripts, which absorbed some "real live conscripts" 
and b e c a m e  a s ubcommittee. The a ims of the s u b c o m m  are attached 
to t his r e p ort. Th e r e  is a lot to d i s c u s s  t h r o u g h  a b o u t  w h a t  
tnis c o n s c r i p t  focus means for ECC, now to go forward etc.

Cadets

A l t e r  a C a p e  T i m e s  e x p o s e >of a C a p e  ED D e p t  d o c u m e n t  on c a d e t s  we 
p l a n n e d  a f o c u s ,  v e r y  m u c h  t a r g e t t i n g  s c h o o l  p u p i l s  a n d  
teachers. Parents are more diff i c u l t  to target because they are 
not to be found in any specific p h ysical space. Focus included a 
b r o a d s h e e t ,  p r e s s  s t r a t e g y ,  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  o rgs and a 3 m a l l  
p u b l i c  m e e t i n g / d i s c u s s i o n .  We f e l t  t hat we s h o u l d  n ot go for a 
s c r a p  c a d e t s  c a m p a i g n  I n i t i a l l y ,  but r a t h e r  the " c a d e t s  in 
q u e s t i o n "  s l o g a n  (not us d i c t a t i n g  the line etc). Out of the 
p u o l i c  m e e t i n g  a g r o u p  was p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  to lootc at the 
c o n t e n t  of an a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  at s t r a t e g i e s  to 
pr e s s u r i s e  schools into i m plementing alternatives.

S o u t h e r n  Africa focus

We h e l d  a f o u r  p art l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  on S o u t h e r n  Africa. We f elt 
that this f i l l e d  an e d u c a t i o n a l  g a p  w h i c h  has been l a c k i n g  in our 
p u b l i c  w o r k .  It w as v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  
a nd we f e l t  it to be i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we c o n t i n u e  to h o l d  such 
forums .

Angola

We w e r e  v e r y  s l o w  to r e s p o n d  to the w a r  In A n gola. W h e n  we did 
we h e l d  p i c k e t s ,  had a d e l e g a t i o n  to the c a s t l e ,  th e r e  wa s  a 
m e e t i n g  at UCT, and a b r o a d s h e e t  (done by t o w n  but u s e d  on 
campus). It was a response, but not very pow e r f u l  and we need to 
be m o r e  c o n s c i o u s  of g o i n g s  on In S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  and I n t e g r a t e  
tne Issues into our public work.

Ivan Toms

I v a n  has r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  up for 12 N o v e m b e r .  V. e are p l a n n i n g  a 
p u b l i c  c a m p a i g n  a r o u n d  this, and h o p e  o t h e r  c e n t r e s  w i l l  do 
likewise. Areas of work include: press; media; national speaking 
tour; l o c a l  i t i n e r a r y ;  WJP a c t i o n ;  m e e t i n g ;  trial; su p p o r t .

Z?-4-.Z

I m p o r t a n t  issues to c o nsider are ho w  to use the cam p a i g n  to reach 
p e o p l e  we w o u l d n  t n o r m a l l y  (eg N G K ) an d  ho w  to i n t e g r a t e  the 
c o n s cripts thrust into the campaign.

A i m s  of the c a m p a i g n :  P r e s e n t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  c o n s c r i p t s  can 
identify with; s t r e ngthen n o n - r a c i a l i s m ;  highlight role of SADF; 
p u s h  call for an e nd to c o n s c r i p t i o n  a nd I n t e r i m  d e m a n d s ;  build 
support around objectors; build ECC and broaden base of support. 
I d e a  for WJ P  i n v o l v e s  d o i n g  a c t i o n  at c l i n i c  I v a n  w o r k i n g  In, 
i dea for s l o g a n  s o m e t h i n g  a l o n g  the l i n e s  of “c o n s c r i p t s  need 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  - support Ivan Toms".

O T H E R  AC T I V I T I E S  AND ISSUES

- ou r  AGtH is t a k i n g  p l a c e  on Nov 1 9th so e x e c  e l e c t i o n s  are in 
process

- we w e r e  I n v i t e d  to a d d r e s s  a n e w l y  f o r m e d  PFP y o u t h  b r a n c h  in 
the n o r t h e r n  s u b u r b s .  It w e n t  v e r y  w e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  25 
people there and they were strongly supportive of ECC. The idea 
of a joint Koung P r o g s - E C C  concert In B ellvllle Is being floated.

our oftice was petrol bomb e d  (unsuccessfully) and we have been 
asked to leave, which we have, so are now homeless.

the e d i t o r i a l  p a g e s  of the C a p e  T i m e s  h ave had p l e n t y  of pro 
an d  a n t i  EC C  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  l a t e l y .  W i l l e m  S t e e n k a m p  w e n t  on a 
rampage about ECC and since then there have been ongoing debates.

Five freedoms: after the JHB c o n f e r e n c e s  c o m m i t t e e  was set up 
in CT m a d e  up of p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  at the c o n f e r e n c e .  A c o u p l e  of 
ECC i n d i v i d u a l s  are p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in this. T h e y  are p l a n n i n g  a 
d a y l o n g  w o r k s h o p  to try to b r i n g  the s p i r i t  and c o n t e n t  of the 
co n f e r e n c e  to a broader group in CT.

F I N A N C E S  AR E  A BIG P R O B L E M  - CA R  B O O T  S A L E S  AN D  O T H E R  S UCH 
EVENTS ARE S T A R T I N G  TO D O M I N A T E  OUR LIVES.

SUBCONMS

Churches

The g r o u p  is s t r o n g e r  t han It has e v e r  b e e n  b e f o r e  w i t h  m o s t  
m e m b e r s  having joined in the past few months. Their emp h a s i s  has 
b e e n  on w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u t h  g r o u p s ,  an d  in the p a s t  w h i l e  they 
h a v e  b e e n  to a n u m b e r  of n e w  c h u r c h e s  -and o f t e n  m a d e  a 
si g n i f i c a n t  impact (sometimes negative).

C o n s c r i p t s

They have held two h o u s e m e e t i n g s  with conscripts, plan a workshop 
f o r  E C C  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t w o  " k n o w  y o u r  r i g h t s "  
m e e t i n g s -  one for s c h o o l s t u d e n t s  in D ecember, and one just before 
the February intake.

Schools

3 m a i n  a r e a s  of w o r k  in s c h o o l s :  c a d e t s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o g r a m m e ;  d r u m m i e s ;  and the s c h o o l s  f o r u m .  The f o r u m  h e l d  a 
s y m p o s i u m  for pupils at the end of S e p t e m b e r  and schools s u bcomm 
is thinking of holding a much bigger symposium next year.

Culture

M e m b e r s  nave increased. Plan to take a dvantage of the Chris t m a s  
s e a s o n  and go for s t a l l s  on G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u are. T h e y  h a v e  done



t w o  n e w  t - s h i c t  d e s i g n s  and are p l a n n i n g  a 19 88 c a l e n d a r  (very 
s l i c k ,  g l o s s y ,  s e l l i n g  a t  R 9 . 9 9 ,  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  of an 
e n t r e p e n e u r 1 a 1 ( 3 p ?) v e n t u r e .  A l s o  p l a n n i n g  a r e c o r d ,  l ike 
Forces F a v o urites 2 w ith local Cape T own bands and Koeksusters, 
and the UCT cabaret. (other centres must please c o nsider w h e ther 
they want calendars, and if so how many).

Parents

T h r e e  m a i n  p u r p o s e s :  p l a c e  for p a r e n t s  of c o n s c r i p t s ,  g e n e r a l  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  Dad's A r m y .  They a re a l s o  l i n k i n g  in w i t h  the 
schools cadets alt e r n a t i v e  and are hoping to exert some pressure 
on schools in their capacities as parents.

P u b l i c i t y
M e m b e r s h i p  has d o u b l e d .  Ou t  of S t e p  c o n t i n u e s  to c o m e  out, and 
the pres group reviews and plans press strategies with the Press 
O f f i c e r .  W i t h  i n c r e a s e d  m e m b e r s  t h e r e  a re p l a n s  a f o o t  to 
e s t a b l i s h  a general publicity group.

i n t e r n a l  e d u c a t i o n

Ed u c a t i o n  has included c o m p l e t i n g  a National D e m o c r a t i c  Struggle 
s e r i e s ,  a r e p o r t b a c k  and d i s c u s s i o n  of F ive F r e e d o m s ,  W h a t  we 
m e a n  by the c o n s c r i p t s  focus. l’ne s t r u c t u r e d  p r o g r a m m e  has 
t e n d e d  to be t a k e n  o v e r  by I s s u e s  of the da y  w h i c h  we w a n t  to 
d i s cuss sooner rather than later.

s e c u r i t y

On the w h o l e  s e c u r I t y - c o n s c 1o u s n e s s  is no t  that high, but we 
still keep to standard security arrangements.

d A R R A S S M E N T
P h o n e  c a l l s  et c  c o n t i n u e .  G a v i n  Y o u n g e  w h o  w a s  g o i n g  to do the 
m e m o r i a l  received death threats to h i m self and his children and 
t h i s  r e s u l t e d  In his p u l l i n g  out. Ads in n e w s p a p e r s  have 
c o n t i n u e d .  S i n c e  I v a n  r e c e i v e d  his c a l l - u p  the g r a f f i t t l  has 
g o n e  w i l d .  The son of s o m e  m e m b e r s  in P a r e n t s  has had a r o u g h  
time in the army because of their involvement.

Min ut es of c o n s cr ip ts m e e t i n g  - O c t ob er  1987 

TASKS AND A C T I VI TI ES

1. Gain mor e inf or mat ion  abo ut c o n s c r i p t s ,  sol diers and cam pers; reach 
co n s c r i p t s  thr oug h f u rt her  house meeti ngs .
Aim of h o u s e m eet ing s to learn from co n s c r i p t s ,  infor m them about ECC 
and p o s s i b l y  re cru i t - i n t o  ECC.
Need to dis cus s with UCT ECC the p o s s i b i l i t y  of o r g a nis ina  h o u s e ­
m e et in gs on campus.
Need to have (su bst ant ial ) mat eri al on ECC at hou se mee tin gs 
Can find people for f u rth er hou se me e t i n g s  from those at previou s 
house me e t i n g s  and throu gh m a i l i n g  list,

2. Be in a p o sit ion  to pro vi de adv ice  to co ns crip ts;  tell .conscripts 
abo ut the ir legal rights be fo re  the y go into the army.
Need to start  with ed uc a t i v e  pr og r a m m e  for co nsc r i p t s  oroup.
Must wor k m or e clos ely  wit h adv ice  ser vic e for e xc ha nge  of inf orm ati on.  
Want to pro duc e pam ph le t and or g a n i s e  m e e ti ng on c o n s c r i p t s / s o l d i e r s  
rights for schoo pupils and u n i v e r s i t y  students. Link to schools 
group. Afr ik a a n s  c o m m u n i t y  imp ort ant .

3. Dev el op an un d e r s t a n d i n g  of co n s c r i p t s  into the who le o^ ECC.
Want to prod uc e paper for aeneral ECC forum before conference .

4. Cont act  wit h school pupils.
This to be done through ECC schools group,

5. Fo llo w up h o u s e m eet ing s and i n c o r p o r a t e  new people,
- rec rui t into co ns cr ipt s gro up w h e r e  appr opr iat e
- fo ll ow  up meet in gs on ECC
- inv olv e in bro ad er ECC ac t i v i t i e s  if ap pro priat e
- ask people to o rg ani se f u r t h e r  house mee tings

6. Pro vid e the 'voice of the con scr ip t' for ECC public events.
Mus t be c o n t i n u a l l y  on the alert for opp or tu ni tie s.
Som eo ne to m ot iva te to General Body.
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