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JOHN HARRIS -~  PRELIMINARY STATEMENT TAKEN ON 12/9/64.

Charged yesterday.

Hunder
In that Mrs. Rees has died. No date or place given.

Nothing about mamner of death. As result of my actions.

Think Sabotage in that caused explosing at Johannesburg Statiom.
triad  oime and place given.

Sabotage in that in possession of explosives. No place
-mﬂtyortypcglm..

Arrested at home 24.7.64 at about 11 p.m. Taken in bed.
Saw two police at door - Licut. Maller the senior. later saw one
outside, They said 90 days. In car they asked if I had heard
what had happened at station. I said I had.

They took nothing away then from house.
In questioning I gathered certain things removed later.

Muﬁtypmimam'-aﬁdm. Showed
me documents (photostats). Did not suggest they'd removed more.

Detained until yesterday.

After arrest takem first to Greys. There about an hour,
Questioned,

Brought here Pretoria Cacl. Been here since. Been
taken out for questioning etc.

Q 3
I've made about five statements., One main one and
lesser ones to the police during interrogation. I've made them
at Oreys and in gaol. Jain one here in gaol.

I made a statement to magistrate yesterday. This apart
from the five mentioned. Statement to magistrate voluntary. About
3 foolscap pages in substance. I asked by magistrate if assaulted.

I said I had not been. In fact I have been.



I told him I had been responsible for explosion at station.
I had not intended to hamm anyone. This has been indicated by my
subsequent behaviour which was co-operation with police from the
Saturday morning whea I gave them certain information. Essentially
I told them where explosives were hidden and I afterwards told
(same time and afterwards) where I had thrown away things.

I told magistrate that I had joined a sabotage group as
a matter by way of protest and opposition and demonstration of
protest against dangerous government policies. I named it as
NoCoLs later A.R.M. I told him that a number of members of this
organisation had been arrested in June and July. Prior to their
arrest there had been an intention to set fire to posting boxes
in keeping with noted of demonstration in public eye. After these
arrests I decided to do something similar at station initially
intended to be late at night. Ilater it was decided to do it in
afternoon and to warn station police and newspapers by phoning.
I have several times seen the travelling public react in that
concourse to loudspeaker announcements and knew they responded
very quickly. I made a device containing dynamite and petrol -
the dynamite being to provide explosion and petrol for visibility,
No intention anyone should be injured. Supposed to be a spectacular
demonstration. I placed the device about 4 or 5 next to a waiting
MMMMWMJQWWGJ.O. In each
cage said "there is a bomb dug to explode at 4.33 please clear the
concourse, It will explode if touched.” This was intended to
frighten people off. To R.D.M. I remesber sayxing we don't want

anyone hurt.

I have not at any stage mentioned any others as being
involved in this matter.

Second part of magistrate's statement amounted to this -
1'd co-operated with police in giving information and showing

- things -



things. xmmwuzmmmmdamma

to recur,

(Atmlmhhninlmmtwmuyatw-
then taken back to Greys at about 8 a.m. the next day = fairly
lengthy questioning. At that questioning I told police where
dynamite and equipment stored - 33 (xford Road - this being rented
by Swerskys). .Mulqknuamthiulbmtit. At this 8 a.m,
meeting I told them I'd placed bomb. At first that interrogation
I had told them been in sabotage gemerally,

Ihudhdwjnmmm“/:ummm
on face, head, body and side and JRSRSE in the testicles (vhispered).
Assaulting was right at beginning, At first my attitude was I
Wumumuwwdmmmuudmh
of law,. Were assaults before first and second interrogations.

Ididmtmanmmurwmmwuokmdu
half after I was detained., Felt I had no security.

(Whisper: "If we shut up about beatings then can stress
remorse.")

I've had a great deal of treatment. Operation - General
anaesthetic.

I was assaulted at Oreys. I said wouldn't answer but
mumifqmumdhmlw. Then assaulted. I came
here with face grossly extenddd. Assaulted initially on face.
Later elsewhere. Never actually unconscious, Also kneed in the
testicles on second occasion. This a separate occasion. Assaults
only two occasions. later threats of assault, I wvas seen by
mﬁmdmm@m&mmmmamn(mhk).
Cursory examination, Said I'd be alright and prescribed pills, I
presume, pain killing pills. I mentioned then or later jaw very

- painful -



painful that when I blew my nose air came out of my ear. Iy
balance has been affected. Also that my left lower fore thumb
as still is, (Begins to weep). Said it would come right. This
on the Saturday - not certain, Still have blood on my handkerchief
when I blow my nose. |

Over next week lot of guestioning. They on occasion
gave me pills for pain. Able to talk but could only take liguids.
Couldn't eat an apple c.g. I complained a lot to police and x-rayed
in Pretoria outside. I don't know doctors name but a medical
building and think room no. 116, On first occasion of x-ray his
nurse Miss Warmaren was preseat (read it off badge). It was en
Saturday a week later. Then transferred same day to amother cell
was to have no food or drink. Injections. Before first x-ray
taken to Senior District Surgeon of Pretoria Dr. Koch., He examined
me carefully. Said thought jaw broken and he arranged x-rays. By
that every semi-conscious from injections. Taken to what I was
later told was Pretoria Central for operation., Present were
br. Koch, a specialist operated and he saw me a few times after
and I learnt who he wvas. On third time he removed wire. His .
nawe Dr. Jonk (York) Mouth Specialist. Remember signing form for
anaesthetic. Don?t know his name (of anaesthetist). My jaw was
completely cured. Always saw visiting Magistrates in this condition
and they made mo comment. Operation 1.8.64, Wire removed on
27.8.64. During that period could eat only liquids and speach
blurred. Saw magistrate about weekly after they first came.

Saw about 5 times and about 4 different magistrates.

I know one of torturers for sure., OCives name,

I made an escape attempt. I got into grounds of British
Ewbassy. I was pulled out by Special Branch, I told them I'd
show them something, Not handcuffed. I ram and got in. No-one
in grounds saw me. One passer saw not sympathetic, I ama
8.A. citizen.

- Pointed -



Pointed out location of dymamite and equipment at
33 (xford Road.

I showed them where I had thrown wires from a detomator
into Florida lake. |

Also showed where I'd placed bomb. I was then filmed.
That was very early on morning of 11.8.64. I was wired at the
time. At least 40 detectives present. This was the day after
my escape attempt. About 1 - 2 a.m.

I showed them where I had thrown some controls that
couldn't be found,

Placed on identification parade.about 2,9.64. Fairly
conducted at Johamnesburg Railway Station (Railway police rooms).
Two things struck me afterwards.

1. Everyone had a blue or grey suit and I wore a

brown suit. There were 12 aside from me on

parade.

2. Also my photo had appeared in press often.

First one who pointed a woman., DNot known to me name
starts with a Mrs, Vewew—-, Said saw me put down or stand next

to a suitcase at 4.28. She hesitated and wanted to ask gquestions
of detective, He refused: she pointed me out.

Next a man., Said seen me with or near a suitcase at
4,20, He didn't hesitate. ;h lonhdmnninu-.

Next a Florida schoolboy who said he'd seen me on Vednesday
prior carrying a suitcase in Eloff Street. Walked straight in and

up to me,

I shifted down. Offered chance every time.

People who didn't identify. I had told police where
and when bought petrol. They had an attendant who didn't ideantify.

o N &



I'd also told police from whose safe-keeping I'd fetched
detonators (Williams). He was on parade and didn't identify though
I recognised him,

Two others gathered they both worked in shops in concourse.

They failed to point out. One was asked if I had got tickeys from
her.

Think prosecution will allege I didn't make calls., I
know that at the times mentioned by the witnesses I was at the
Post Office.

Police early (shortly after second interrogation) told
by Major Britz and Captain Swanepoel that they felt a statement to
magistrate along lines mentioned would be of value as instigatiom.
Major Britz less entbusiastic than the other., Swanepoel said
“le would lick the arse of any advocate who could advise no better."
Britz not to be misrepresented. In fawvour of statement but did
not express self as strongly. A few weeks later Britz said I'm

not advising no either way. Very emphatic.

In car once coming back from Johannesburg I wvas asked
by Licutenmant Victor what my general line of defence would be.
I told him I intended telling the truth and making a statement
to magistrate, Lieutemant Erasmus said it your only hope.

locbjocﬁnatmm. lost a lot of weight during
dmm-mm:umm llwms.tm. Got
exhausted very quickly, atwmm,mubom»ﬂ
the floor during interrogations, was semi-conscious.

(Sed.) W.P. SCHUTZ.
12.9.64.
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