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SOUTH AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE 

PLENARY SESSION - FEBRUARY 1977.

REPORT ON THE1 CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION ISSUE

presented by Fr. Albert Nolan, O .P. as "ad 

hoc" consultant to S .A .C .B .C . - 1977

Introduction

Two resolutions about violence and conscientious objection were 
taken at the Bishops' Conference in February 1976:

CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE AND VIOLENCE

1 .0 ,2  The Conference directs the Administrative Board 
to arrange for an on-going reflection on the 
situation of violence that may arise in South 
West Africa and the Republic of South Africa 
with a view to publishing studies and inform- 
tive pamphlets aimed at helping pastors and lay 
leaders" in the promotion of a Christian consc
ience in Ihe developing "situation^--

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

1 .0 .3  The Conference directs the Administrative Board 
to arrange for the investigation of the accepted 
attitude to conscientious objection in the South 
African armed forces and to explore the need for. 
and possibility of, the establishment of an ecu
menical agency to help safeguard the position of 
conscientious objectors; to take what practical 
steps aeejn necessary in the circumstances, and to 
report to the next Plenary Session.

^-kis report was compiled in order to assist the Bishops in their 
further deliberations and ongoing reflection. It is not a theolog
ical paper. The theological principles relevant to this matter 
have been adequately spelt out by the Theology Advisory Commission. 
1976) “ p ath 's- p aper  in 1975 and Fr. B. Gaybba's paper in

,, a -TePor’k 0n i-*16 developments which have taken place in
the Churches and in society since the famous SACC Hammanskraal

-h 1974* Was deemed necessary to include some
information about the very closely related issues of military chap
lains and military service for young priests. The report ends with 
some comments on the nature of the whole problem and a few recomm-

/ l .  TERMINOLOGY



2 S E E K , Ju n e,  1 9 7 7

J \ ( A I  I H E IR  M E E T I N G  in April the Bishops o f  the 

C hurch o f  the Province o f  South  Africa issued the state- 

,  m‘*nf <>n C onscientious O bjection  and identified them

selves with the statem ent o f  the R om an C atholic  B ish 

ops in Southern Africa. The full te x t  o f  the B ish op s’ 

statem ents is set out below. E D I T O R )

E P I S C O P A L  S Y N O D

W E , the Bishops o f  the Church o f  the Province o f  South  

Africa, recognize that the place and role o f  A rm y Chap

lains is a matter o f  concern and controversy in the Church,  

particularly the part played by such Chaplains on the 

northern borders of Sou th  Africa and South W est Africa.

V\e recall that the great majority o f  membership in the 

Church of  the Province is black, and that many black  

people find it virtually im possible to be identified with the 

army. At the sam e tim e, we recognize the need to  minister  

to all men. T he Church must minister pastorally both to  

men in the South African D efen ce  Force and to  those op

posing them. This the Church is attem pting to do.

It is important that the con scien ces o f  men accepting the  

call to minister on either side o f  the present conflict should 

be respected. C haplains need to be seen as primarily ser

vants o f  Christ and his Church; as such they should receive  

the support o f  the Church’s prayers.

W e ,  the Bishops o f  the Church o f  the Province o f  South  

Africa, express our appreciation o f  and identify ourselves  

with the Statem ent on C onscientious Objection made by 

the Southern African C atholic  B ish o p s’ Conference, as  set 
out below:

A P P R O V E D  T E X T  O F  S T A T E M E N T  O N  C O N 

S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T I O N  I S S l  E B Y  T H E  

S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A N  C A T H O L I C ’ B I S H O P S ’ 

C O N F E R E N C E ,  R E L E A S E D  O N  F E B R U A R Y  9, 1 9 7 7

Archbishop back 

from Mozambique
J O H A N N E S B U R G

The A nglican Archbishop o f  

Cape T ow n, the M ost Rev. Bill 

Burnett, who has returned from a 

w eeklong visit to M ozam bique des

cribed his visit as “ most 
fu l" .

M o z a m b i q u e  falls w ith in  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  

C a p e  T o w n  a n d  he h a d  g o n e

t h e r e  in t h e  c o u r s e  o f  his d u t ie s .

H e  w a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f  th e  B is h o p  

o f  L e b o m b o .  t h e  R t  R ev .  D inis  

S e n g u l a n e ,  w h o  v is ited  C a p e  

T o w n  Iasi y ear .

B is h o p  B u r n e t t  said: " I  w en t  

p r i n c i p a l l y  to  p r e a c h  th e  G o s p e l  

a n d  t o  assist  B i s h o p  S e n g u la n e .  

T h e  w e l c o m e  I g o t  w as  o v e r 

w h e l m i n g .  n o t  o n l y  in w o r d s  b u t  

in s p e c i a l  s o n g s  th a t  w e r e  m a d e  
up.”

D u r i n g  his s tay  h e  v is i ted  t h e  

th r e e  s o u t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s  o f  M a 

p u t o ,  G a / a  a n d  I n h a m b a n e .  H e  

w e n t  to  five  m is s io n  s t a t i o n s  a n d  

tw o  u r b a n  p a r i s h e s  in M a p u t o .

B i s h o p  B u r n e t t  sa id  th e  

C h u r c h  in M o z a m b i q u e  w a s  

p le a s e d  t h e  o ld  r e g i m e  h a d  g o n e .  

H e  w a s  im p r e s s e d  by  th e  d e e p l y -

ln  th e  a r m e d  struggle  th a t  

J s  d e v e lo p in g  o n  o u r  b o r d e rs  

a n d  c o u ld  easily s p r e a d  i n te r 

nally a g r ie v o u s  s i tu a t io n  

a rises for  all w h o  a re  c o n 

c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  use o f  v io

le n c e .  O n  th e  o n e  side the 

c o n v ic t io n  g ro w s  in a signifi

c a n t  s e c to r  o f  th e  o p p r e s s e d  

m a jo r i ty  th a t  only  v io le n c e  

will b r in g  l ib e ra t io n .  O n  the 

o t h e r ,  th e  m in o r i ty  in p o w e r  

sees  i tself  t h r e a t e n e d  by indis

c r im i n a t e  v io le n c e  s u p p o r t e d  

by in te r n a t io n a l  C o m m u n i s m .

In t h e s e  a g o n is in g  c i r c u m 

s ta n c e s  w e c an  on ly  p r o m is e  

w ith  G o d  s h e lp  to  give 

le a d e r s h ip  in an  o n -g o in g  

C h r is t ia n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th is  

t rag ic  s i tu a t io n .  W e in te n d  to  

pu b lish  re f le c t io n s  f ro m  t im e  

to  t im e  as in ce n t iv e s  to  C h r i s 

tian  p ra y er ,  t h o u g h t  a n d  

c o m m i tm e n t  a n d  w e h o p e  to 

b e  ab le  to  d o  th is  with th e  r e 

p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  o t h e r  C h r i s 

tian  c h u r c h e s  a n d  o rg a n is a-  

m e a n t im e  w e 

h av e  resolvetl  to  say s o m e 

t h in g  a b o u t  c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b 
j e c t io n .

A c c o rd in g  to  the teach ing
o f  t h e  s e c o n d  V a t ic an  C o u n 

cil, “ it s e e m s  j u s t  th a t  laws

c o m m o d a t e d ,  d e sp i te  the  

lack  o f  legal p rovision  for it, 

by be in g  given non-  

c o m b a t a n t  tas k s  b u t  n e v e r  by 

be in g  given  n o n -m il i ta ry  n a 

tional  se rv ice .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  in S o u th  

A fr ica  th e  se lec tiv e  o b j e c t o r  

a n d  th e  u n iv ersal  o b j e c t o r  r e 

fusing to  d o  n o n - c o m b a ta n t  

m ili tary  se rv ice  a re  liable to  a 

fine a n d /o r  im p r is o n m e n t  

(S e c t io n  126, 127 (c ) ) .

In this m a t t e r  o f  c o n s c ie n 

tio u s  o b je c t io n  w e d e f e n d  the  

r ight o f  e v ery  individual  to  fol

low his o w n  c o n s c ie n c e ,  th e  

right  t h e r e f o r e  to  c o n s c ie n 

tio u s  o b je c t io n  b o th  on th e  

g r o u n d s  o f  u niversal  pacifism  

a n d  on  the  g r o u n d s  th a t  he  

ser io u sly  b e lie v es  th e  w a r  to  

be u njust .  In this, as in ev ery  

o t h e r  m a t te r ,  th e  individual  is 

o b lig ed  to  m a k e  a  m o ral  

j u d g e m e n t  in te r m s  o f  the  

facts  at  his d isposa l  a f te r  t ry 

ing to  a s c e r ta in  th es e  facts  to  

the  best  o f  his ability. W hile  

we re co g n is e  th a t  th e  c o n 

s c ie n t io u s  o b j e c t o r  will have  

to  suffer  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of
hvo Gv. r* dc-c ia io r i a rn i

p e n a l t ie s  im p o s e d  by th e  

S ta te ,  w e u p h o ld  his right  to

British Nation and 

Commonwealth 

give thanks

s h o u ld  m a k e  h u m a n  provi-  d o  this a n d  w e urge  th e ^ S ta te

sion  for th e  c as e  o f  c o n s c ie n -  to  m a k e  p ro v is io n  for  a l te rn a -

t io u s  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  re fu s e  to  l ive  fo rm s o f  n o n -m il i ta ry  ser-

c a r r y  a rm s ,  p ro v id e d  th ey  ac- vice  as is d o n e  in o t h e r

c e p t  s o m e  o t h e r  fo rm  o f  c o m -  c o u n tr i e s  in the  w orld,

m u n ity  s e r v ic e "  (C o n s t i t u t i o n  -________________ -___________

The Archbishop o f C ape Tow n

r o o t e d  fa i th ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in th e  

y o u n g  p e o p l e .

T h e  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  w a s  e s 

t a b l i s h e d  in M o z a m b i q u e  at  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  th is  c e n t u r y  w h e n  

S h a n g a a n s  w h o  w e re  c o n v e r t e d  

to  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w h ile  w o r k i n g  on  

m i n e s  in J o h a n n e s b u r g  r e t u r n e d  

to  M o z a m h i q u e .

•  From the start of our business we had the 
choice of goals -  to m ake the m ost or to 
m ake the best.

•  W e selected to try to m ake the best.

•  That is why we are confident we can please
you.

•  Your satisfaction, enjoym ent and com fort 
have been skilfully stitched in each vest
ment.

•  Your decision to order a Birch’s vestm ent is 
w orry-free and w ell-judged.

T. BIRCH & CO., LTD.
P.O. Box 66, Grahamstown

o f  th e  C h u r c h  in the  M o d e r n  

W o r ld .  N o .  79 ).

In o r d e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  the  

issue o f  c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b j e c 

t io n ,  a care fu l  d is t in c t io n  

s h o u ld  be  m a d e  b e tw e e n  

universal c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b j e c 

tion  ( t h e  p a c if is t )  an d  selective 

c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b je c t io n  (e .g . 

o n  th e  g r o u n d s  th a t  a p a r t i

c u la r  w a r  is injust);  b e tw e e n  

c o m b a tan t  m il i ta ry  serv ice  

(c a r r y in g  a r m s )  a n d  non-com- 

batant  mili tary  se rv ice  (e .g .  in 

the  m e d ic a l  c o r p s )  an d  b e 

tw e e n  m il i ta ry  se rv ice  ( c o m 

b a ta n t  o r  n o n - c o m b a t a n t )  

a n d  na tional  se rv ice  (w h ic h  

c o u ld  in c lu d e  serv ices  to the  

c o m m u n i ty ,  like social  wel- 

la re ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  h o using).

In S o u th  A fr ic a  the D e 

fe n ce  F o r c e  A c t  ( s e c t io n  6 7  

(3))

( a )  m a k e s  no  p rovision  for 

an y  c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  

(u n iv e rs a l  o r  s e le c t iv e )  to  d o  

n o n -m il i ta ry  n a t io n a l  service;

( b )  p r o v id e s  fo r  universal  

c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b je c to rs  

( t h o s e  w h o  b e lo n g  to pacifis t  

d e n o m i n a t i o n s )  to  d o  non- 

c o m b a t a n t  m il i ta ry  service;

( c )  m a k e s  no p ro v is io n  for 

se lec tiv e  c o n s c ie n t i o u s  o b j e c 

to rs  e v e n  to  d o  non- 

c o m b a t a n t  m il i ta ry  service .

S u c h  p ro v is io n s  a re  m ad e  

in s o m e  w ay o r  a n o t h e r  by a l

m o s t  e v ery  o t h e r  n o n -c o m -  

m u n is t  c o u n tr y  in th e  w orld  

w h ic h  has c o n s c r ip t io n .

It s h o u ld  a lso  be  n o te d  th a t  

o b j e c t o r s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  ac-

New house 
for Bishop 
in exile
L O N D O N

AN V P P E A L  launched last m onth  

has so fa r  ra is ed  £1  6 0 0  tow ards  

provid ing a sm all house for the 

Right Rev. Colin  W in te r ,  the 

exiled  B ishop  of D a m a r a l a n d -

1 he a p p e a l  is b e in g  o r g a n i s e d  

• by t h e  R ev .  J o h n  W h e e l e r .  V icar  

ol St P a u l 's  T r u r o ,  a n d  a c o m m i s 

sary l o r  th e  D i o c e s e  ol D a m a r a -  

la n d  w h ic h  c o v e r s  th e  c o u n t r y  o f  

N a m i b i a  ( S o u t h  W e s t  A f r i c a ) .

M r  W h e e l e r  a n d  his " s u p p o r t  

g r o u p  h o p e  e v e n t u a l l y  to  ra ise  

a b o u t  £7  tXX). l i e  d e s c r i b e s  th e  

p r o j e c t  as " a  low p r e s s u r e  a p 

p e a l . "  b u t  savs th a t  he  is p le a s e d  

w ith  t h e  p r o g r e s s  s o  far m a d e  -  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  all 

o v e r  B r i ta in  a n d  a lso  f r o m  o v e r 
seas.

I he  a p p e a l  is t h e  g r o u p ' s  " a c t  

o f  th a n k s g i v i n g "  fo r  B i s h o p  W i n 

te r 's  r e s t o r a t i o n  to  h e a l t h  fo l l o w 

ing his r e c e n t  illness  w h ile  o n  a 

visit to  A m e r i c a .

T h e  B is h o p 's  p r e s e n t  h o m e  -  

I he  A b b e y ,  S u t t o n  C o u r t e n a y  — 

w h ic h  a lso  o p e r a t e s  as a c e n t r e  

f o r  v is it in g  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  N a m i 

bia  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  — is p r o v in g  

t o o  m u c h  fo r  h im  to  c o p e  w ith.

It is e x p e c t e d  th a t  he  will leav e  

t h e  A b b e y  la t e r  th is  s u m m e r ,  

a f t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  fo r  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  

a n d  th a t  h e  will t ry  t o  find a sm all 

h o u s e  in th e  A b i n g d o n  a re a .

(N ew s:  C H U R C H  T I M E S )

an tne ceieo  rations, 

parties and pagentry, the British  

Com m onw ealth turned its attention  

for an hour to G od in thanksgiving, 

when it gave thanks for the first 

twenty-five years o f the reign o f  

Q ueen Elizabeth II, at a service of 

great splendour in S t P au l’s  C a t h e 

dral in the C ity  o f  London.

All th e  flaw le ss  c e r e m o n i a l  

w h ic h  B ri ta in  s p e c ia l i s e s  in w a s  

fo r  th a t  h o u r  o f f e r e d  to  G o d  -  

a n d  to  th e  Q u e e n .  It w a s  a fo r m al  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e 

m e n t  o f  t h o s e  d e e p e r  fee l in g s  a n d  

r e a l i t ie s  w h ic h  t h e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  

r e s e r v e d  Bri ti sh  p e o p l e  o t h e r w i s e  

f in d it s o  h a r d  to  e x p re ss .

As  t h e  Q u e e n  e n t e r e d  t h e  g re a t  

b u i ld in g  she w a s  g r e e t e d  by a 

s p le n d i d  f a n fa re  f r o m  t h e  S ta te  

T r u m p e t e r s  w h ic h  r a n g  r o u n d  th e  

b u i ld in g .  P a u s in g  ju s t  in s id e  the  

w e st  d o o r  o f  th e  c a t h e d r a l  she  

w as  r e c e i v e d  by  th e  A r c h b i s h o p  

of C a n t e r b u r y ,  th e  B is h o p  o f  L o n 

d o n  a n d  th e  D e a n  a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  

St Paul s. S h e  t h e n  m o v e d  slow ly 

d o w n  t h e  aisle in a long g l i t te r in g  

p ro c e s s i o n .

T h e  u n a s s u m i n g  d e m e a n o u r  o f  

t h e  c e n t r a l  figure  a n d  th e  r e la t iv e  

s im p lic i ty  o f  h e r  d r e s s  m a d e  all 

t h e  u n i f o r m e d  a n d  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  

f in ery  s e e m  a tr i fle  o v e r d o n e .  

H o w e v e r  d e s p i t e  t h e  b r i l l ia n c e  of 

th e  o c c a s i o n  t h e  s e r v ic e  i t s e l f  w as 

q u i t e  s im p le ,  a n d  a ls o  c o m p a r a 

tive ly  s h o r t .

T h e  p r e a c h e r  at th e  s e r v ice  

w a s  th e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a n t e r 

b u ry .  t h e  P r i m a t e  g a v e  t h e  n a 

tio n  a n d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  

t h r e e  g u i d e l i n e s  -  p e n i t e n c e ,  

d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  th a n k s g i v in g .

Guidelines 
from the 
Primate

CAMERAS
AND

PHOTO GOODS
SEND US YOUR FILMS  

FOR DEVELOPING  
“Free film with every colour 
film sent for developing with 

print*.”
Send 20c for a copy of our 

catalogue.

WHYSALL’S
(PTY) LTD.

68 WEST STREET 
P.O. Box 676, Durban 4000

T H E  A R C H B I S H O P  O F  C A N -  

I E R B I R Y  ga ve th e  n a t ion  th ree  

words as  guid elines  for w h at  he saw 

as  a n  u n p re d ic ta b le  fu ture  -  peni

tence, d e d ic a t io n  and thanksgivin g .

T h e  P r i m a t e  w as  p r e a c h i n g  at 

th e  t h a n k s g i v i n g  s er v ice  h e ld  in 

St P au l  s C a t h e d r a l  t o  c o m m e m o 

r a t e  t h e  Q u e e n  s s ilver j u b i le e .

H e  said  ol th e  Q u e en :  “ O u r  n a 

t io n  a n d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  have  

b e e n  b le s s e d  b e y o n d  m e a s u r e  b y  

h a v in g  at t h e i r  h e a r t  an  e x a m p l e  

ol s e r v ic e  un t i r in g ly  d o n e ,  o f  d u t y  

fa ithfully  fu lf il le d, a n d  ol a h o m e  

life s ta b l e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l ly  
h a p p y . ”

T h e  A r c h b i s h o p ,  w h o  t o o k  Us 

his t h e m e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  solid 

f o u n d a t i o n s ,  t h e n  t u r n e d  t o  th e  

n e u  m i l l e n n i u m  w h ic h  w o u ld  be 

s ta r t in g  w ith in  th e  next tw e n ty -  

five y e a r s .

" N o n e  o f  us c a n  tell w h a t  th o s e  

y e ar s  will b r i n g , "  he  said . " P r a y  

G o d  th e y  will b e  y e a r s  f r e e  fr o m  

w ar.  D o u b t l e s s  they will s ee  d e 

v e l o p m e n t s  in th e  r e a lm  o f  th e  

p h y s ica l  s c i e n c e s  w h ic h  will s u r 

prise  us. K n o w l e d g e  will in

c r e a s e .  I he  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  

s o c ie ty  will c h a n g e  -  p o s s ib ly  be- 

y o n d  r e c o g n i t i o n .

" B u t  w h a t  a b o u t  th e  f o u n d a 

t i o n s ?  Will t h e r e  be  a n  i n c r e a s e  in 

w i s d o m  as  w ell  as  in k n o w l e d g e  

fo r  t h e  t w o  a r e  by n o  m e a n s  the  

s a m e ? "

D r  C o g g a n  s a id  th a t  m a n y  t o 

d a y  w e r e  s e e i n g  th r o u g h  t h e  h o l 

lo w n e s s  o f  a  w a y  o f  life b u i l t  on  

m a t e r i a l i s m ,  a n d  s ee in g  in s te a d  

th e  s u p r e m e  n e e d  fo r  r e c o n c i l i a 

t io n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

The Bishops’ statement on
conscientious objection
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