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vV in the Battle The 43rd Annual Conference of
fOor Pea c el the African National Congress

was held in Bloemfontein in

December at one of the most cri-
tical times in the world and in our country. In the world
the peace—loving peoples had rallied, as never before, to stop
the arms-race, to urge that atomic weapons be banned in order
to maintain world peace and avert a world war. Their valiant
efforts culminated in the triumphant Geneva Conference, where
the big powers — Prance, Britain. China, the Soviet Union, and
America recognised that international differences can be sol-
ved by negotiation and not by force. The spirit of Geneva was
welcomed throughout the world and it was correctly acclaimed
at our Conference as a victory for the peace-—loving people of
the world.

T he pel0Op1le During the past year, too,
of Afri Oa Tt Asi a the solidarity of the free-
s tand toge therl dom-loving peoples of Africa

and Asia was cemented at the

historic Bandung Conference.
The Bandung Conference and the brotherhood it forged will re-
main an inspiration to the millions of oppressed people in
Asia and Africa. The invincibility of this solidarity is
clearly demonstrated by the fact that it has evoked among
all thosefho hate the freedom of the people a spate of slander
and deliberate distortion. However, the people of the world
have not been deceived by these worn out expressions of the
oppressors and colonialists. The Bandung Conference is a le-
gitimate alliance of the people of Africa and Asia egsinst
colonialism and oppression.

hose we muat What then are our tasks? The
do.’ executive report clearly ana-
lyses the significance of
world peace to us and the mani-
acal manner in which the oppressors and colonialists for their i
own gain attempt to plunge the people into mass destruction.
Our tasks therefore are firstly to understand the need for
world peace, to explain it to the masses of the people, and
thus strengthen the forces of peace. In doing so we will at
the same time be teaching the people who their friends are and
who their enemies are because the enemies of world peace are
the enemies of freedom. Secondly, let us make the people truly
and warmly conscious of the priceless and inspiring solidarity
of the oppressed and freedom-loving peoples of the world and
make the resolution of Conference which acclaimed the 3andung
Conference something which hes real meaning for the people.’
/The situation in our.......



The Chart er -

ithe. Spear—head against The situation in aur country 1is si-
IFascism! milar to that in the world as a whol*.
. _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Dburing the past year the Nationalist
Gevernrient has continued to assault
the rights of the people with unprecedented viciousness — the
witch—hunt for an underground communist organisation has ‘con-
tinued as a pretext for limiting even further the rights bf
the people and to smash and silence any opposition to the ru-
thless ,—fascisr. which the Nationalists are determined to estab-
lish in the country. At the same time, the masses of the peo-
ple have come together to map out their common path to a n e w
South Africa with a clarity and determination - which was hither-
to unknown. The historic Congress of the People which adopted
the Freedom Charter was the beginning of a new and vigorous
offensive agair.s« the hj.tlci'itti fascism of the Na”ionaxist
v~AVnment.

Ja* mockery of Democracy, Jj In order to halt the march of “he

B— — wmmi, n mi. i Mmm people towards a truly democratic
'South Africa the Nationalists'are destroying even the semblance
of democracy which parliament represented. The South African
Parliament has become a mockery of democracy and the Parliamen-
tary opposition, the U.P., is a miserable, misleading, disin-—
tergrating buffoon. The only true opposition to the heartless
terrorism of the Nationalists are the people under the leader-
ship of the A.N.C.

ki. Study.' To achieve their aims of establishing
ThinkJ a full-fledged fascist state, the
mETrE T Nationalists have geared their orga-

nisational machinery skilfully and
there can be no doubt that it is an efficient fascist machinery,
It is therefore €ssential that the A.N.C. 3hould prepare itself
organisationally to meet the ruthless blows of the Nationalists
and lead the people to freedom. The executive reports of 1954
and 1955 contain a careful analysis of the weaknesses of our
organisation and the steps which must be taken to remedy these
weaknesses. It is of the utmost importance that every member
of Congress should 3tudy these reports and his branch and think-
think of the way in which his branch can be strengthened”™ a n d
improved. It is our task as the President—-General said, of
making a study of the general organisational machinery with spe-
cial reference to its fitness for our present situation.
Make 1756 a year in which we work, study and think about our
organisation. 1CCC a year of effective and efficient or-
ganisation.

ntu Educat i1 on — . .

B ﬁ in3trumen t of The Nationalists have openy
@ estructionl indicated their hostility and
ab

contempt of the legitimate

demands of the people. To the
demand that the doors of learning and culture shoxl be opened,

tho Nationalists have contemptuously imposed that monstrosity —
/Bentu Education..
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D O n t let's The successes of these campaigns will
I Orpget the depend on the extent to which—~ell sec-

easants..... tions of the people have been mobilised -
particularly the women, youth and the

peasants. Let us make 1956 a year of the most intensive mobi-
lisation of women, youth and the peasants.

mMoneyl] Yes.' It is hardly necessary to sav that no

organisation can discharge its functions

properly without adequate funds. Ours
is a mighty organisation with the most difficult tadk to per-
form — the defeat of fascism — It can be mightier if its
members conscientously learn what their duties ore. One of the
simplest duties of a member is to pay his due at the prescri-
bed time. It is a sign of political backwardness— bordering on
insincerity — if a member "forgets” to pay hia dues and h as
to be reminded. Make 1956 a year of increased funds in Con—
gress.

Ith 1sis your Then finally there la thia*paper. The
r- Oi c €] A. N. C. IS an organisation which i.a

recogniaed throughout the whole world os

the leading peoples’ organisation in
South Africa. When it speaks, it speaks for the millions of
people — tho future rulers of this land. But look at its Voice
Thia is your pap”r. It is your voice. Read it; discuss iF;
study 1it. It Is up to you to see that during 1956 its appearan-
ce and content improve until you have a properly printed Con-
gress Voice in 1956.

Mayibuye |1

b fasSe
"THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN! L

| Every ipsn and Woman shall have the right to vote, for and to
sterna 8S *a candidate fcr all bodies which make Icwsj
All people shall be entitled to take pert in th®.administra-
tion of the country;
The rights of the people shall be the same, regardless of
race, colour or sex;
All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, councils and
authorities shall be replaced by democratic organs of self- {
government.

Freedom Charter.
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Isi twalandwe Father Trevor Huddleston C.R. was invited to
open the 43rd Annual Conference of the African National
Congress in Bloemfontein on the 17th December, but owing
to pressure of work he was unable to do so. He sent the
following message to Conference:—

Nothing would have given me greater joy than to have been with
you and to open this meeting of Congress. I am indeed deeply
sorry that owing to pressure of work and engagements 1 could
not come, and | make my sincere apologies.

In sending you this message | would like first of all to express
my sorrow at your President's continued Illness and assure him
of my deep sympathy. May he soon be completely restored t o
health and strength again.

It Is a very hard thing to have to leave South Africa at this
moment — a time so vital for her future and when decisions of
the utmost importance for that future need to be made.

You know that nothing except the obedience | owe to my Community

would have drawn me out of this struggle at such a time. I can
honestly say that it is not my will or my desire ever to leave
the African people. Nor do | feel that | am going “home”. ‘'Hiia

is my home. If England Is my mother; South Africa Is my wlfel
And she always will be.

I wish 1 could say with any conviction that | shall be able to
do more In England than 1 could do here. But | do not think that
to be true — at least In the ordinary course of events. My work
in England will make It Impossible for me to take any really ac-
tive part in the kind of work that can be done overseas: It would
be dishonest of me to pretend otherwise.

Yet | promise that In my prayers — and that is, to me, the most
Important sphere of activity of all — you will have the chief
place always. If you think | am silent and inactive, Diease re-
member that.

I have no shadow of doubt that, in spite of dark days to come
Africa is moving rapidly forward towards that goal which we all
so long to see. It would be a fantastic betrayal of one’s trust
to believe otherwise. And in that movement, Congress has a vital
part to play.

Unity; strong and intelligent leadership: Integrity of purpose;
the refusal to sacrifice principles — these are the qualities
most deperately needed if Congress is to shape the destiny of
young Africa.

I pray, and shall pray, with all my heart that these qualities
will be forthcoming in full measure in the years that lie ahead.

God bless you and give you peace and freedom In your own‘land.
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This is a mbvinr: message to the 43rd Annual Conference

of the African National Congress delivered by Mrs yJ?
Nokukhanya Lutuli:—
o/ ' :m  C

Dear Sons and Daughters of Afrikal

In the nane of our beloved land, Africa, | greet you. I bring
you special greetings from our local branch of the African Na-
tional Congress, the Lower.Tugela Branch which | have the honour
to represent. I feel proud to remind the Conference that we felt
honoured last year when the Annual Conference meeting in Durban
held one of its sessions in Stanger (Zulu name: Dukuza) where
lies buried the great Shaka of the Amazulu who believed in a uni-
ted African nation and in his own way and in the light that he
laboured for it.

I bring to you the personal greetings of my husband, your Presi-
dent—General. You know that on account of the ban imposed on
him by our frightened authorities he is unable to attend this
great gathering but has asked me to say that he will be with you
In spirit throughout this Conference and' preys God, the Almighty,
to bless it. He asked me to say — "Kubcshwa izingu6o nomzlmba
hhayi umphefumulo ka TIXO.”

He asked me to be a personal medium of thanking through this
Conference the joint Executives of our liberatory movement who
were joint sponsors of the Congress of the People which conferred
upon him, and to two other lovers of Freedom - Dr. Y.N. Dadoo
and Rev. Father Huddleston - the title of ISITV/ALANDWE. In doing
him this signal honour, he asked me to remind you, that the Con-
gress of the People was honouring you, members of the African Na-
tional Congress and all Africans who share with us the high aspi-
rations and hopes for the emancipation of Africa. He asked me
further to remind you that In thus honouring you the Congress of
the People placed on your shoulders the responsibility of helping
him as your President—General to live and act In e manner to make
you and him worthy of this honour.

Now coming back to myself: This is a hanpy moment in my life when
for the first time | am attending the Annual Conference of the
African National Congress although my membership dates back to
about 19D1, <ust about the commencement of the Defiance Campaign
of Unjust Laws of “reat fame. | shall always treasure this occa-
sion as | have always treasured the decision | made to throw In
my lot with you all'ir the African National Congress who wish to
see Africa become free.

The privilege of taking part in discussions and decisions that are
intended to bring out beioved Africa to her own Is a great and res-
ponsible one. It now falls to our lot to make Africa, often called
a "Dark Continent”, a continent of light. We are glad that our
forefathers made a wise choice to look forward to new light when
modern light, especially Christian light, came to Africa largely
through Christian missions.
/The tragedy of our



Collection Number: AD1812

RECORDS RELATING TO THE 'TREASON TRIAL' (REGINA vs F. ADAMS AND OTHERS ON
CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON, ETC.), 1956 1961

TREASON TRIAL, 1956 1961

PUBLISHER:

Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand
Location:- Johannesburg

©2012

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African
copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published
in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per
page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only.

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of the
collection records and the information contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be
accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently
verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and
excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The University of the
Witwatersrand.



