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1 HE C4VKiiurn«a> ctvucuii system  U \  never w orked, doc* noi 

w ,k * * J  »*il a e *« r  w ork o ut \  C \ * J  
That n  the Cf«?a*on o i  ct-c o u a  w ho ;vonvf red th r  chair* 

nu««vh*f> o ^ th e  n u M M M y  counc.t t )s ic u i ,  Mr G eorge 

1 h a h * . “” ”
"J-or as li**C **  com ®uo«iy councillors im agine they have

lull control.foiasllang as they don't jo o u l  to  g u b  the puw en
cnciw ged<»«***Ce**»cih A ct of 1 * 7 7 .  they are uw;lena" M id  
ihe ex-chaum an o f  the  Vaal Council.
. '•X a k in g  h t tS h a r p e n  lie hom e this w eek. Mr Thabe 

ihe fu»'je ik a i to i i^ » e d  his d iam .ihc resignation fioin 
lhe Vaal Council t ts i  ov^nili w ** mostly "frivolous "

“ I wouldn't h ie  to  be d u c t ' d  inio |K.tty argum ents with 
my form er coljcafcwe* M ud-slinging mi sm h  small m atte is is 
out lor me. Uut « iv tlu ld n h  ( O s u ^ i i  I resigned fxejuve ] 
I.m the c hairm an\hip cteciionv  it is just nonsensical," Mr 
l l u l v  sjid .

H hen he .i^ ie i'J  io  s i jn d  f t t f c k d io u ^  in iV 77, he said, ii 
was idler a thorough study of th e  A il pertaining io  the 
system

“ Hy then i» was c k j s  Jhai iIk? councils, if given the full 
autonomy |tn'niiM 'd. c>»*.!d be tm *d as a stepping stone — 
they were noi ihe ultimate — lofulj control of their •iieas." he 
said.

The move low aid* airt'*jMim) h a* K e n  s ig n a le d  by ihe 
|  coiitifiUed presence cl aJFunn^ifjO on boards.
E "I ic member during my first election Campaign ad d ies*,” 
§ Mi Thal«e sa»d, "one o iJ  m an from  tin: crowd, a Mi JVuJ 
= N hbpo. rose io ask die i! I thought two hulls could exist m 
i  one ktaal :«rid still keep tiae peace.

|  “ fa answ er to  that. I Quoted fiom  the Act an d  said it was 
: envisaged ihat the co u acd  system  w ould phase out the 

: boaids W ell, it hasr>oi C om m unity  councillors im agine they 
|  have ali Ihe pow ers ttscy need , an d  a ic  ro t doing enough 
|  towatds aJlioiuig  aJi th a i w as prom ised them . A fter th ice 
I  jcars  in the Vaal C ouncil. 1 saw th e re  was very little o r no
*  piogicss; I fhen l< p t my piora«*c to  ihe people and res- 
{ igned.**

: In his rr^p ia tio f l le tie r. h e  u i d  he was leaving for *‘per-~ 
£ sonai rcas.*i*."
I  “ It n  » y  £ r a  belief t l u i  if  an y  o i p n -  'ion , w hatever i! is, 

ihouidruaiSs m atters eJ/u tcntly . »1 should have iota! control 
^  »»v fw uiicev J low ever. «n the council system , ihe budget 
is'^kSio^Qy controlled toy th e  boards, and  c o u n c illo r  only a c | • 

= in *o  advisory o p a c ity  1 hey meiely suggest what could be 
: done _ t

= ‘ A t fu r the V ia l CV.»nc*l, even %^*cn the  O r.inge-V aal 
§ UimiJ tV cujcd io  rsj-aiad its  avra o i jurisdiction to  areas in 
|  the i-»nlw m  f-iee & a ie .  r.ohudy toid  I hnd it strange 

iH.*t i>.e V aal Loutn.il *ho«i.i «Jj»m ii is I'emg 'consulted' all

ster

1ilHiiJf.'if«rt»nit.'»r:tH'.:»K:ii«i':iM''*Ml;i(0/3£t».»n>vmi«/#iiinuj»iuuj«oiiu:uiuiiumiiminuMuiiimuiuii!iii

Ihe u n it when m onej set asjde (o r ihe Vaal Board a, .

M i n . r ^ n F ,c: S u ,c  ,h£ « • - » >

in . . .

“ Ih e y  a rc  sn  .g n o n .n l ih cy  d o n 't  e v e n  l n o »  t h e ,  d.> 
have pow er. They arc stagnant, som etim es e v e  ^  
h . . a * J i d v  U ntil Ih cy  r e n d e r  Ihe a d m .n .s lra l.o n  S

. ...n lan l -  M Uneihmg ihey  d n  noi K e m  ab le  l o d o  I

IlK-y JIC JI.M noi in (u n t i o l ."  M r T h a b t  u i d  I

D n n n j Ins l. m  m ihe r o u n d ,  he va.d, there . 1. .  5 
Ihe hul.Ho: - I  he M inuter w un'i l,U- ih a l . . he »o n  1 l c t c ~  I

Mm,.,;-; •1S,CC ' h J ' • ■' ,c l's r“ "  * ‘k " «  I

■Wh.,1 l „ ,d  „ [  ,,o » c i ,> lh a i?  You can-1 call lhai . , . . e i  I  
Iciist « || Mil autonom y," M r Ih a b c  said. s

!’ ,s l,,c A dm inistration Hoard which has to  n u k e  rr- = 
coiitiiiend.iiions to  the M in ister ab o u t the  com m un,i» §  
council s pu.,H.s.ils. 1 hat isafter Ihe council has consulted ihe |  
hoard •md ul'iiuately ihe tesiill is (hal Ihe piuposals that c.» 1  
to the Mniixi. r a te  the biainchild of ihe B oaid, ru b b e rs-= 
taiii|K*d b ) ihe council J don'l call lhai pow er." £

M r Ih ab e singled out ihe chairm an of the Hast R and = 
Liaison ( oininitiee and ihe K ailehong Com m unity Council *  
Mr M pi)..ke M tunialo who said lie agreed w.th hun (M r = 
Ilia b e ) ah. mi ihe scrapping of ihe councils, but ta id  the = 

e *  Vaal ch.iiiiiidn hail been dishonest.

• U Mr k h um alosincciely  ap.rees with me that the councils = 
should be abcihsla'd, if he genuinely sees w rong in the system. = 
I w otildcxpcti such a m an io  h iv e the courage of hisconvic- = 
lions. =

-I  would expect him  lo pledge lo  ihe people that he would §  
fight for the lighting of the wrongs in the system , not just io  = 
■giee ihe system is mad. ijuatc and do nothing about it. In this = 
case who is K in g  dish, .test?”  M r Thabe asked.

“ 11ns system has the im tcntial to  be a stepping stone, but E 
Ihe wa> n i^ K in g  handled won'i lake the black man much §  
farther fiom  the old U rban B antu Councils," he concluded. = 

M r lliabc declined to com m ent on Ihe issue of the renam * E 
ing of the (ic o ig e  Ih a b e  Stadium  in Sharpeville which was E

....... •**' T he chairm an of the Vaal Council. Mr =
crek  expressed misgivings about Mr E  
linked lo the stadium . =

name I h r  stadium  after me was bestow ed E 

M i n r . n m o T h , h n  up.in m e ihe [•t opic of S harprvillc. T hey did that in  a §
m r u c o r g e  i n a b e . . .  c o u n c il lo r s  a r e  s o  ty n o -  »a>. and n n  they *ho  may pcihapi warn t o |  
r a n t  th e y  c a n ’t s e e  lliey  'd o n 't  h a v e  th e  con""t ",>,’‘,u,•, 'he name be changed inanycase, i* ,iin o i =

DOWM,  • ci’iiuncHl .,n a threat . . .  oi a piom.se. Fcihapj we should |
p o w e r s .  . nail uni.I they tale ihai aci.on."

i m g  or m e (i c o ig e  Ilia

\  ^3 n a m e d  a f ic r  him . T h e

\  K nox  M a ijd a  Iasi we

\  3  l l ia l ic ‘s Im iiic being  hr

>  “ T h r  h. •noiii io  n a m
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