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1HE CiVKiiurme«a> ctvucuii system U \ never worked, doc* noi
w k **J »*il ae*«r work out \ C\*J

That n the Cf«?a*on oi ct-c oua who ;vonvfred thr chair*
nu«eh*f> 0* the nuMM My counc.t t)sicui, Mr George
1hah*. e ”

"J-or as li**C ** com®uo«iy councillors imagine they have
lull control.foiasllang asthey don‘tjooul to gub the puwen
cnciwged<»«***Ce**»cih Act of 1*77. they are uw;lend'M id
ihe ex-chauman of the Vaal Council.

J'eXaking httSharpenlie home this week. Mr Thabe
ihe fu»'je ikai toii*»ed his diam.ihc resignation fioin
lhe Vaal Council ttsi ov”nili w** mostly “frivolous "

“1 wouldn't hie to be duct'd inio |[K.tty arguments with
my former coljcafcwe* Mud-slinging mi smh small matte is is

out lor me. Uut « ivtluldnh (O su”™ii | resigned fxejuve ]
I.m the chairman\hip cteciionv it is just nonsensical,” Mr
Hulv sjid.

H hen he .i%iei'J io sijnd fttfckdiou” in iV 77, he said, ii
was idler a thorough study of the Ail pertaining io the
system

“Hy then i» was ckjs Jhai ilk? councils, if given the full
autonomy [tn'niiM'd. c>»*.Id be tm*d as a stepping stone —
they were noi ihe ultimate — lofulj control of their «iieas." he
said.

The move lowaid* airt*jMim) ha* Ken signaled by ihe
coiitifiUed presence cl aJFunn”ifjOon boards.

"I icmember during my first election Campaign addies*,”
Mi Thal«e sa»d, “one 0iJ man from tin: crowd, a Mi JVul
Nhbpo. rose io ask die i! | thought two hulls could exist m
one ktaal w«id still keep tiae peace.

“faanswer to that. | Quoted fiom the Act and said it was
envisaged ihat the couacd system would phase out the
boaids Well, it hasr>0i Community councillors imagine they
have ali Ihe powers ttscy need, and aic rot doing enough
towatds allioiuig alJi thai was promised them. After thice
jears in the Vaal Council. 1saw there was very little or no
piogicss; | fhen I<pt my piora«*c to ihe people and res-
igned.**

In his rripiatiofl letier. he uid he was leaving for *per-~
sonai rcas.*i*."

“lItn»y £ra belieftluiifanyoipn- ‘ion, whateveri!is,
ihouidruaiSs matters eJ/utcntly. »t should have iota! control
A »wvfwuiicev Jlowever. «nthe council system, ihe budget
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is"kSio*Qy controlled toy the boards, and councillor only ac| «

in *o advisory opacity 1hey meiely suggest what could be
: done _ t

‘At fur the Vial CV.»nc*l, even %"*cn the Or.inge-Vaal
UimiJ tVcujcd io rsj-aiad its avra oi jurisdiction to areas in
the i-»nlwm f-iee &aie. r.ohudy toid | hnd it strange
iH*ti>.e Vaal Loutn.il *ho«i.i «Jj»m ii is I'emg 'consulted" all
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lhe unit when monej set asjde (or ihe Vaal Board a,

Min .r "~ nF,c:Su,c E «o-n>
in
“lhey arc sn .gnon.nl ihcy don't even Ino» the, d>
have power. They arc stagnant, sometimes eve "
h..a*Jidv Until lhcy render Ihe adm.n.slral.on S
. ..nlanl - MUneihmg ihey dn noi Kem able lodo 1
1IK-y JIC JLM noi in (untiol.” Mr Thabt uid 1
Dnnnj Insl.m mihe round, he va.d, there L. 5
1

lhe hul.Ho: - I he Minuter wun'i L,U-ihal.. he »on llctc~

Mm,.;-; 4S,CcC ‘hy' em" cl'sr" *‘k "« |
swWh.t1,,d ,[,0»ci >lhai? You can-l call lhai .,..ei |
Iciist «|| Ml autonomy,” Mr Ihabc said. S

1”5 I,,c Administration Hoard which has to nuke - =

council spu.,H.s.lIs. lhat isafter Ihe council has consulted |he |
hoard emd ul'iiuately ihe tesiill is (hal Ihe piuposals that c» 1
to the Mniixi. r ate the biainchild of ihe Boaid, rubbers-=
taiiilK*d b) ihe council Jdon'l call lhai power." £

M r lhabe singled out ihe chairman of the Hast Rand =
Liaison ( oininitiee and ihe Kailehong Community Council *
Mr Mpi)..ke Mtunialo who said lie agreed w.th hun (Mr =
Iliabe) ah. mi ihe scrapping of ihe councils, but taid the =

e U Mr khumalosincciely ap.reeswnh me that the councils =
should be abcihsla'd, if he genuinely sees wrong in the system. =
II_wotildcxpcti such a man io hive the courage of hisconvic
ions. =
-1 would expect him lo pledge lo ihe people that he would §
fight for the lighting of the wrongs in the system, not just io =
mgiee ihe system is mad. ijuatc and do nothing about it. In this =
case who is King dish, .test?” Mr Thabe asked.

“ 11ns system has the imtcntial to be a stepping stone, but
lhe wa> n i* King handled won'i lake the black man much
farther fiom the old Urban Bantu Councils,” he concluded.

Mr lliabc declined to comment on lhe issue of the renam*
img of the (G'tm)i'g]m Ihlabe Stadium in Sharpeville which was

1w m

Knox Maijda Ia5| Week expressed misgivings about Mr
Ilialic’s Imiiic being hinked lo the stadium.

“Thr h.enoiii io Aafe Ihr stadium after me was bestowed E
ihe [topic of Sharprvillc. They did that in a §
»a>. and n n they *ho may pcihapi warn to |
con""t",>,",u,% 'he name be changed inanycase, i*,iinoi =
ci’iiuncHl ..n a threat ... oi a piom.se. RlamweWWM\
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