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POLICE DESTROY
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VILLAGE

300 Families Homeless

LARGE force of armed

A

KLERKSDORP.
police arrived at dawn on

Thursday last at a shanty town erected by homeless

African squatters near the power station.

A number of

people were taken prisoner; the rest fled info the veld. The

entire village was then burnt t

o the ground.

No alternative accommodation will be provided for over
300 families whose homes have been destroyed.

geventy-three Africans who were |

ca tured by the police were im-
mediately prosecuted and sentenced
jn a_mass trial at Viljoenskroon on
a charge of sqgualting on land
awned by the Driefontein Col-
lign'cs. Sixteen men were 5*:!1[::{1(:‘(%]
fa imprisonment for from five
weeks 1o two months, with the
alternative of fines of £10 to £15
aachy and 57 women received simi-
jar sentences of three wecks o two
months' gaol or £5 to £20 fines
caCh.

In a Press statement Mr. C. W,
prinsloo, chicf information officer
of the Native Affairs Department,
said that 'the homeless Africans
sill have te provide their own
refuge.” He said the maiority were
s«gasutoland Natives,” He did not
know what had happened to them.
wpMany of them ;mﬂd not give
..mgcm:lhlc cKp'r:lﬂ_a!mm copcerning
the nature of their work.”

THE OLD STORY

An official of the African
wNational Congress told Advance
that he did not know of any in-
yestigation  conducted by  the
Native Affairs Department show- |
ing that the people concerned were
from Basutoland or that they were
not emploved. “It’s the old story.”
he said. “People cannot find hous-

Leaders Arrested at ANC
Transkei Conference
UMTATA

A highly suecessful local confer-

ence of the African National Con- |

gress was held recently at Umtata,
eading Congressmen who came
from Quecnstown to attend the
conference, including Rev. Mava-
pa, Messrs. Mashebini, Tsho-
aungwa and others, were arrested
and fined £1 ench for entering the
Transkei unlawiully.

pespite efforts by members of
the All-African Convention and
others to intimidate and disrupt the
conference, it was a greal success,
the majority of Bunga
who were in session at Umtata at
the time expressing their strong
gupport for Congress, A well-
known local Congress leader wriles
—"Many Bunga members came to
me individually and told me_to
carry on; they are with the Con-
gress.”

members |

ing and they are forced to squat.
| Then the authorities say they are
vagrants or ‘foreign Natives,'

“The same thing happened with
the Orlando squatters a few years
| ago. We were told they were vag-
rants, hut when they were screened
by the police it was found that 95
per cent, had valid passes showing
they wile empioyed in Johannes-
burg.

| “This is just a picce of frightiul
cruelty that reminds me of Lidice,
in Czechoslovakia.”

NORTHERN EDITION

" Advance
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At the Forthcoming Congress of the Peoples

“Let Us Speak Of Freedom!”

Peoples’Leaders call to South Africa |

From MICHAEL HARMEL

JOHANNESBURG.

AFTER MONTHS OF NEGOTIATION AND PLANNING, THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLES

IS UNDER WAY,

he executives of the African National Congress, the South African Indian Congress

and the Congress of Democrats met last week-end and adopted a “Call fo

South Africa, Black and White.”

This inspiring document, headed | win the freedoms set out in the |

“lLet Us Speak Together of Free-
dom,”
of the Reserves and the Trust
Lands. Let us speak of the wide
jand and the narrow strips on which
we toil. Let us "speak of brothers
without land and children without
| schooling. Let us speak of taxes and
of cattle and of famine.

“Let us speak of freedom.”

The call then appeals to “the
miners of coal, gold and diamonds,
the workers of farms and forests,
the workers of factories and shops,
housewives and mothers, teachers,
students and preachers.™ .

To each group the call speaks
| of matters that affect their lives:
heavy labour and long hours,
housing and pass laws— Let us
speak of freedom.”

“Let the voice of all the people
be heard. And let the demands of
all the people be gathered together
in a great Charter of Freedom.

“We call on all good men and
true to speak now of freedom and
to write their own demands into
the Charter of Freedom.,

\ “We call all who love liberty to
pledge their lives from here on to

reads: “We call the farmers |

Charter, We call on the people of
South Africa to prepare for the
Congress of the People, where re-
presentatives of the people every-
where in the land will meer 1n 2
great assembly to  discuss and
adopt the Freedom Charter.”
WORK BEGINS

With this historic meeting the
execulives' great work of arousing
the people to submit their demands
for the Freedom Charter as the first
phase of the Congress of the People
now begins,

The joint meeting also adopted a
nlan for the immediate co-ordina-
tion of efforts to arouse nation-wide
support for the people of the West-
ern Areas in their struggle to pre-
serve their homes.

—

RUSSIAN CHILDREN ARE TO

the People of

“NOTHING BUT
APPEASEMENT”

CAPE TOWN.

“The platform at the Unity Con-
ference smothered every attempt on
behalf of the progressive trade
unions to introduce any real fight
into the conference and prevented
every attempt to bring the Nop-
Europeans into the struggle™ said
Mr. Arthur Gelb, secretary of the
Commercial Travellers’ Union, in
an intérview with ADVANCE.

“This conference has demon-
strated how far the European
leadership of the trade unions has
gone to collaborate with the pre-
sent Government in accepting its in-
dustrial legislation and apartheid,
in spite of their attempt at shadow
boxing.

have fewer school examinations in
future. Cuts in the number of sub-
jects for examination have been
announced by the Ministry of Edu-
cation of the Russian Republic of
the USSR, The aim is to prevent
the over-burdening of children with
school work.

“In my opinion the conference
failed utterly to show any fight
against the Schoeman Bill, and the
final resolution after the interview
with the Minister was nothing but
appeasement by the right-wing
| jeadership.”

{See pages 4 and 6)

"INSIDE: |
Moses Kotane — P.5
What | Saw in

Soviet Union — P.7

Langa Beer Hall —P.4

. FLU

is serious

For each hour you walk about and
work with an attack of Flu on you,
at least an extra day will be spent
either in bed or in a state of half
health. Flu damages and weakens
the system—don't under-estimate
or try to ignore Flu.

What to do

Go to bed, take a Mag-Aspirin
Powder and a hot drink. The Mag-
Aspirin does just this—it calms the
Nervous System, it reduces the
temperature, it stops both the
headache and body pains.
Mag-Aspirin's many benefits save
you loss of time and health—
possibly in future years as who
knows what mark a severe autack
of Flu may have on one’s con-
stitution.

MAG-ASPIRIN

Powders 2/-
and Mag-Aspirin Tablets 2/6
everyewhere. 7%
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Advance

Address letters to ADVANCE
POST, 6 Barrack Street, Cape
Town. Some of the letters be-
low have been shortened or ex-
tracts only printed. All letters
must include the real name and
address of writer (not neces-
sarily for publication), other-
wise they cannot be printed.

From S, Bridgemohan, president,
Inter-District  Indian  Cricket
Union, Durban,

In your paper of April 8, in the
Sports Parnde, by Bert Williams,
yvou have dealt with sports, par-
ticularly cricket, and basing your
article on communalism. In that
article vou quoted me and alleged
that 1 made statements several
months ago, and you also stated
that 1 have been mauled in Natal
cricket meetings, [ emphatically
deny having made any statement
of that nature, and there is no
truth whatsoever in your allega-
tion that 1 have been mauled in
Natal cricket meetings. In fact,
I have had no interview whatso-
ever in this regard with any cor-
respondent of your paper. I have
only sent a letter to your paper.
If you publish that fully it will
clearly give what my Union re-
quires,

I may point out to you that in
al] Natal meetings I have found
that I have been treated by all
members with respect and that
the relutionship of my Union with
Natal is cordial. The question of
my Union placing a notice of
molion to amend the constitution
does not give any justification to
you to quote me on the line of
communalism. Your arnicle.
therefore, 1s unwarranted and ir-
responsible, and | may state that
it is an attempt 1o cause dis-
pleasure with the other Unions.

I hope you will give publication
to this letter so that the mis-
apprehension in which cricket
fans are put to is cleared.

SHOW SWART ROSES

From Elliott K. Ndziba, 9th Ave.,
Refreat.

Every time we elect someone
to represent wus in  Parliament
Swart says they are Communists,
Mr. Kahn and Mr, Bunting were
expelled. Now we e¢lected Ray
Alexander. He continues to expel.

It is not for the reason of Com-
munism. It is because of truth.
When we support and elect
people it is because they are on
the platform of truth.

Minister Swart should know
that the platform of truth is wide
and high and surrounded by
flowers,  Unfortunately, he is
blind. When we elect these people
we want them to do their best to
force him to sce the roses on the
p!u:furrp of truth sa that the poor
man wil] not remain blind.

CHILDREN'S
COUGHS?

need.
your chemist lor A
ks ﬂl: store lor Aunt Chubb's Cough

AUNT CHUBB'S
REMEDY

Trade Enquiries: Graham Remedies
P.O, Box 731, Cape Town,
12064

POSt'

QUESTION

From Lazaras Ngwenya, 1680
Dube Street, Wattville Town-
ship, Benoni.

Please answer the following:—
“What can I do in order to get
higher wages? What can I do in
order to receive better treatment
from my White bosses?"

ADVANCE is my last hope,

(ADVANCE readers are in-
vited to send their suggestions!—
Editor.)

] - -

LET US CHOOSE

From K. P. Noboza,
Road, Crawford.

We object in the strongest of
terms to the habit of keeping
away people’s representatives
from Parliament under the notori-
ous Suppression of Communism
Act.

We are resolved to vote as we
choose—not as the Minister
chooses. If Mr. Swart does not
want White representatives he
must Jet us choose our own Afri-
can representative,

Limerick

* * -

ALEXANDER AND
BRADLAUGH

From Wilfrid H. Harrison,
Stephen Street, Gardens, Cape.
According to British precedent.

Ray Alexander should beallowed

her seat. The precedent is the case

of Charles Bradlaugh, who was
continually elected to the House
of Commons from 1880 onwards
but was refused his seat because
he would not sign the Oath of

Allegiance. In 1885, by his per-

sistent efforts, he proved that the

voice of the people was the final
word and he was allowed his
seat.

Ray Alexander has a right to
her seat in our House of
Assembly, A large majority have
said so.

* - L]

VERY DISAPPOINTED

From Paul Joseph, Avenue Road,
Fordsburg, *

I am really very disappointed at
the May Day issue of AD-
VANCE.

It lacked the agitational and
dynamic quality T was looking
forward to.

It should have demonstrated
the power and .struggles of the
working people of the world in
capitalist. colonial and Socialist
countries. This could have been
done by pictures and articles.

There was no apology for the
non-appearance of Brian Bunt-
ing’s article on the Soviet Union
as was promised.

T am fed up and can only de-
scribe the May Day issue as flat.

Allow me to list some of the
weaknesses [ found.

1. The front page article was
merely a repetition of a previous
issue—nothing new in it.

2. The headline “Zulus Make
Good Sailors™ made me sick (in-
cidentallv. Bert Williams had the
bad habit of referring to Jake
Tuli as the “Zulu boxer™), T do
not think the men are good
sailors lpccause they are Zulus.
No. it _is simply that Africans
were given an opportunmity. ‘The
term Zulu used in the wrong
sense can be very chauvinistic,

l

3. Your editoria] was very good |
{except that the historic events
took place in 1950 and not 1951). |

4. Sisulo’s article was merely a
copy of the Port Elizabeth state-
ment made recently.

5. 1 expected a write-up on the
film “Sadko"”; instead a picture
with no e¢xplanation and bits and
picces about Martin  Squire.
Surely somebody on your staff
saw this film!

6. The Nationa] Women's Con-
ference could have been better
and put in more prominently.

7. Ray  Alexander’s column
lacked fire, An account of the
struggles of the workers in other
parts of the world. eg. Japan,
Latin America, India and South
Africa, would show more glar-
ingly the volume of the inter-
nationial proletariat’s might.

8. Your sport colomn had
nothing to offer other than giving
a political line to ecvents weeks
ago. That space could have served
a better purpose, ¢.g., a book
review, Howard Fast's “Thirty
Pieces of Silver™ or a cartoon or
illustration attacking the ruling
class,

I hope next time there will be
a rea] bumper issue.

VERY SATISFIED

From W, C. Boholo, P.0. Box
102, Delmas,

(Translated from Zulu)

I cannot sufficiently express my
appreciation for having been in-
troduced by you to the meaning
of May Day. T enclose 2/6 to-
wards the cost of that wonderful
issue,

I am happy in this way to
identify myself with my nation
and also to associate myself with
Ray Alexander. \

Death of Morion Skonde

JOHANNESBURG.

Advance regrets to announce the
death of one of ils staunchest em-
ployees, Mr. Morton Skonde. Mor-
ton was one of the first employees
of the Guardian newspaper. remain-
ing with that paper for eight vears.
until it was banned by the govern-

ment, After the banning of the
Guoardian Morton was emploved
by the Advance newspaper. He

was known over the whole of the
Johannesbure area, and will be
missed by all of the five hundred to

whom he used to sell the paper
every week,
Morton leaves a wife and five

children who face the prospect of
complete destitution unless they can
be helped, Several friends of the
paper have already promised to
contribute a small suom every
month which will be paid over to
Mrs. Skonde by the Johannesburg
office of the Advance. We ask all
friends to send in a token of assis-
tance to P.O. Box 491, Johannes-
hurg.

Advance extends its deepest sym-
pathies to his wife and family.

Ban Weapons of Mass
Destruction

—N.C.W,

More South Africans de-
manded the banning of the
hydrogen bombh and other
horror weapons last week.

The national conference at
Port  Elizabeth  of  the
National Council of Women
passed a resolution demand-
ing the banning of weapons
of mass destruction, a copy
of which has been sent to the
Prime Minister,

Meetings held last week in
Durban and Overport by the
Natal Peace Council passed
resolutions  demanding  the
bhanning of the atom and
hydrogen bombs. and the
execufive of the Nata] Indian
Youth Congress has adopted
a similar resolution,

RAY ALEXANDER SUES
SWART FOR £5,000

Alleges Assault When
Trying To Enter Parliament

CAPE TOWN.

NVEISS RAY ALEXANDER is demanding from the Minister of
T4 Justice, Mr. C. R. Swart, £5,000 as damages for alleged assault
by detectives who prevented her from entering the House of Assem-
bly on the day she was declared clected as Native Repriesentative

for Cape Western,

After the electoral officer had an-
nounced her victory Miss Alex-
ander, accompanied by Mr. Fred
Carneson, went to the House of
Assembly, only lo find every pate
barred by policemen in uniform
and plain-clothes detectives,

In her letter of demand to the
Minister Miss Alexander alleges
she was assaulted by three detec-
tives, one of whom, “without
justification, forcibly removed her
from the precincts of the Houses
of Parliament.” Two other detec-
tives, Miss Alexander says, forcibly
prevented her from re-entering.

She demands payment within one
month, failing which she will insti-
tute legal proceedings.

At about 830 that same evening
a letter was served on Miss Alex-
ander from the Minister of Justice
stating that, since she was a named
Communist. she was, 1n terms of
the Suppression of Communism
Act, “incapable of being chosen ag
?’Imfmber of the House of Assem-

¥.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations at the election
victory and protests agalst the
Government's preventing Ray Alex-
ander from faking her seat in Par-
liament have come from many
organisations all over the country,

A joint statement by the Natal
Indian Congress and  the African
Nationa] Congress strongly deplores
the Government's action in pre-
venting the democratically elected
candidate of the people from faking
her rightful seat in Parliament.

At a special meeting of the
National Executive Council of the
Food and Canning Workers® Union
recently a resolution was passed
congratulating Ray Alexander on
her election victory.

“We regard her victory as a
victory of the working people of
S.oulh Africa,” says the resolu-
tion. “Our union adds its voice to

that of thousands of others pro-
testing against the undemocratic
action of the Government in pro-
hibiting her from taking her seat
in Parliament.™

"I thank the voters of the West-
ern Cape for the answer they have
given to the Minister of Justice and
the Nationalist Government,™ said
Mr. Johnson Ngwevela in a state-
ment to Advance, *“The-election
result shows the determination of
the African people to defend their
rights. T want to warn those voters
who supparted the Liberal Party
candidate that they are endangering
their right and their children's
future. The Liberals have no time
to help the Africans to organise
themselves, as we saw when Mr.
Gibson supported a split in the
Vigilance Association at Athlone.

“Voters, do not lie down now!
Committees which took wup Ray
Alexander’s clection campaign
should organise their forces for the
next election. Our victory has
shown us that lo stand together is
a mighty weapon.”

INDIGNATION

Describing the election result as
a “'magnificent demonstration of the
African’s indignation,” the Cape
Western Advisory Boards and Vigil-
ance Associations have made a cal|
1o African voters in all constitu-
encies to follow suit in the forth-
coming Parliamentary elections by
nominating candidates who will
“pul up a strong fight against
Fascism.”

“By prevenling the duly elected
people’s candidate from taking her
seat in Parhament the Government
is disqualifying African voters. It
hopes that the Africans will capitu®
late and allow the Government to
appoint its tame pet as their repre-
sentative, By al] lawful means at
their disposal the Africans will deny
the Malan Government that oppor-
tupity," declares the statement.

A general view of the platform at Durban’s May Day meeting.

The speakers included:—Mr,

McDermott, the chairman of

the local branch of the T. and L.C.; Messrs. P, H. Simalane, Afri-

« ean Nationa] Congress; J. Hougendyk, Peace Council and Con-

gress of Democrats; D, Singh, Natal Indian Congress; and Miss P.
Bean, S.A, Tin Workers' Union.
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INTERNATIONAL SUMMARY BY COMMENTATOR

«DULLES

LEAVES
GENEVA
A

M|

t.’rl\:\ A }
“MY NEXT TRICK----"

“At Geneva the men of Communism—Rassia’s
Molotoy, China’s Chou En-lai, North Korea’s Nam
pi—urrived. . . . The West, too, had to keep its
date in Geneva, It was no pleasure.” (Time, New
york, 3rd May.) \
| 0. For U.S. Secretary of State Dulles the Geneva
f N Conferetice is no pleasure. 4

He had tried by every means Lo prevent it from
taking place, including a last-minute statement that
hina ~would not be there as an equal.” But China

d refused to be provoked. :

He had tried to blow up the conference by turning

French aggression in Viet-Nam into a world war.
¢ Britain had refused to bite. The New Statesman
and Nation explained (May 1): “Technically, no
military aid that Britain could send would have an
smmediate  cffect on the war in Indo-China, . . .
or us to enter upon such @& war would immedi-
ely split the Commonwealth, provoke a revolt of
- lﬁic opinion in England and drive into hostility all
P newly freed peoples of Asia and Africa, who
e the Viet-Minh struggle not as a case of Com-
nist aggression but as a French colonjal war.”
And 50, kicking and fighting every inch of the
wav, the US. was forced to Geneva, just as iy had
peen forced to the Berlin Foreign Ministers' Confer-
nmce in January,

Having failed to prevent the conference. Dulles
. about the job of trying to prevent any agreement
yming from it
== gut things Kave gone terribly for Dulles. Some

of the delegates at Geneva began to put forward
'pmctical suggestions for ensuring peace. Dulles

shmk in his boots,

5 THEY DIDN'T REPORT THIS

bring the tension in Korca to an end Nam I,
head of the delegation of the Korean Demo-
e Republic, made the following proposals (which
not reporied, or were misreported, I our

'c['ﬂli
were
press): 4
s«wWe hold that the problem of unifying Korea by
’uceful means can be solved by the Korean people
Ives without any interference from outside.
fa this connection we take into account the fact that
Jween South and North Korea an agreement must
reached concerning general elections with the
participation of the entire Korean people. The
“gﬁmﬂon of Korea by peaceful means must be
achieved through the formation of an all-Korean,
te, democratic Government representing all the
fKorean people, Such a Government can be formed
) by means of holding general elections through-
’ Kores through a free expression of the will of
orean people,
the K ol “We consider that for the
) discussion and working out
of the concrete measures for
the preparation and holding
of democratic elections it is
necessary fo organise a joint
conference of representatives
of South and North Korea,
which, in our view, should
form an all-Korea commit-
tee. This committee should
also take wurgemt measures
designed to promote the
economic and cultura] inter-
course between South and
North Korea.”

He then proposed:

The free election, by Korea as a whole, of a

pvernment. ‘ '
'@ That the representatives of the largest democratic

plic organisations of Northern and Southern

rea form a commission to prepare these elections.

To give this commission the task of ensuring
hat there was no interference with the “freedom for
- ]l the citizens of the country irrespective of pﬂ!i'-‘
gical views and religious beliefs, sex or nationality,
o nominate candidates 10 legislative bodies.
@ Measures for the rehabilitation of the Korean
- eonomy by the re-establishment of economic and
cultural ties between North and South Korea be
\gaken by the commission. ) >
@ The withdrawal of all foreign troops within
gix months,

.

DISAPPOINTED MAN?”

@ The recognition of the need to ““create condi-
tions facilitating the early solution of the task of
Korea’s peacefu] unification as a sovereign, indepen-
dent and democratic State.”

NOBODY COULD DENY THAT THIS
OFFERED AT LEAST A BASIS FOR THE DIS-
CUSSION OF PEACE.

Nobody, that is, except Dulles,

BUT THEY REPORTED THIS
‘IR DULLES is expected to make a strong de-
% nunciation of the plan for Korean re-unifica-
tion,” cabled Sapa-Reuter's correspondent, with the
tired voice of experience, as Nam [I] sat down.

Dulles’ denuneiation came the next day.

He was horrified at the proposal that foreign
troops be withdrawn from Korea. Because that
meant that the American troops would have to get
out, and if they did, what was the whole point of
the Korean war?

Instead of Korea organising her own elections
without foreign interference, he wunted the “United
Nations™ to direct the elections. (And, of course, by
United Nations Dulles means Syngman Rhee, Chiang
Kai-shek and John Foster Dulles.)

But both Australia and
New Zealand (obviously with
a litde push from Britain)
threw a spanner into Dulles’
machinery. Instead of echo-
ing his horror at the Korean
proposal they said that
they were at least worth considering,

“DULLES LEAVES GENEVA A DISAPPOINTED
MAN.” said the Cape Times headline the next
moming.

Disappointed diplomat Dulles dithered. The doom
of Dien-Bien Phu darkened his sky. For instecad of
events in Viet-Nam leading to a war that would
blow up the Geneva Conference the damaged French,
cautious British and persistent Viet-Minh were using
the conference to talk peace
_ Partitioning [ndo-China might be a possible solu-
tion, suggesied the British. Dulles was ready with
his reply.

PORTRAIT OF A DIPLOMAT
“-'I‘HE only partition I would favour,” said Dulles,
“would be 1o set apart a place way up north,
about the size of this room, and lock up all the
Communists there.” (Time, May 3.)

The world was not amused.

Warned the New Stiatesman;

“Eden must stand firmly for a cease-fire and make
clear to Mr. Dulles that Britain will never accept
any commitment in the Pacific which involves our
intervention against the nationalist movements of
Asia and our separation from India. He must in-
sist, as a condition of discussing any joint policy in
the Pacific, that America agrees to Peking taking
its rightful place in the United Nations. If Britain
yields on these matters she becomes 2 mere satellite
of Washington and will play no further great or
honourable part in world history.”

With even Australia and New Zealand refusing
to toe Dulles’ line, it was a sign of the new world
spirit that the Cape Argus, for the first time in living
mcrr{:or}'. allowed itself a gentle kick at Dulles’
teeth,

“The American delegation, and in particular Mr.
Dulles, seem at the conference to have been inter-
ested almost solely in snubbing China,” said the
Argus Special Correspondent. (May 6.)

“Before he left Geneva
Mr. Dulles is said to have
told his friends that the con-
ference . could not be re-
garded as a failure, since he
had prevented it from be-
coming a_five-power confer-
ence (including China) and
that he had not spoken oneg

A word—not a’" single word
—to the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Chou En-lai.

“It is triumphs such as these which have left the

United States isolated at Geneva.”

| nificant development,

'CRUSHING DEFEAT

FOR U S DIPLOMACY

Fall of Dien Bien Phu Raises

New Hope

For Peace

‘LONDON.

FTYHE biggest battle of the seven-vear-old Vietnam war has eud_ed

in a crushing defeat for France, and thrown into sharp relief
the hopeless position of the French forces in Indo-China. Hanoi
and Haipong, last remaining French strongholds in northern Viet-
nam, now lie wide open to attack by General Giap's victorious

troops.
Originally intended as a base for |
mobile assault operations, Dien

Bien Phu was manned by some of |
the best French battalions in Indo-
China. When the Viet-Minh offen- |
sive started Genera] Navarre still
had time to regroup his troops but, |
due no doubt to American pressure,
stupidly decided to hold on,

Once having taken that decision,
he was like a monkey with his paw
in a pumpkin. The Red River Delta,
Southern Viefnam, Laos and Cam-
bodia were stripped of troops in
the vain attempt to hold the
doomed fortress. It was merely
throwing good money uafter bad,
and the net result was a disastrous
military-political defeat from which
it will be impossible to recover.
Twenty-one French battalions, num-
bering more than 16,000 crack
troops, are reported to have been
lost,

One of the most significant facls
to emerge from the battle for Dien
Bien Phu is the rapid and striking
transformation of the Viet-Minh
Army. General Giap’s lroops are
no longer of the semi-guerrilla type.
They are now m formidable force,
capable of conducting warfare in
the modern manner. From now on-
wards not even the largest of the
French-held cities will be immune
from attack. General Navarre, the
French Commander-in-Chief, has
himself drawn attention to this sig-
adding de-
spairingly that it will be imposgsible
for the French Union forceg to face
future attacks alone.

ONLY HOPE

Foreign intervention and the in-
ternationalisation of the conflict is,
in fact, the only remaining hope of
the French. But the sharp rebuff
suffered by Dulles at the Geneva
Conference shows that such foreign
intervention will by no means be
automatically forthcoming.

France itself is in politica] tur-
moil following on the Dien Bien
Phu defeat,

The fate of the French Govern-
ment is in the balance, and opposi-
tion to the “dirty war" has hard-
ened in spite of all attempts to
whip up patriotic fervour. It is now
generally recognised that no French
Government which attempts to con-
tinue the war beyond Geneva has
any chance of survival. The ques-
tion agitating the French people is
how fto get out of this war as
quickly as possible, and they are
horrified at the thought of being
involved in an even bigger one.

UNWILLING

Al] the indications are that
America is not at the moment pre-
pared to engage in any single-
handed military intervention. Both
President Eisenhower and the Sec-
retary of State have said that no
action will be taken without prior
Congress approval, and Congress is
not prepared to give the go-ahead
until it is certain that Britain will
fal] into line.

Senator Knowland explained the
Congressional viewpoint recently
when he said: “We dre entitled to
know in the future just what each

allied nation is prepared to do in

the way of manpower and resources
and how promptly. It wil] be better
for us and for them to understand
thoroughly whether or not this sys-
tem of colleclive security is going
to function.”

Senator Johnson, of Colorado,
put the prevailing feeling into even
blunter words. There was no senii-
ment in the Senate for intervention,
he said, and added: “If the Presi-
dent waits [or Congress to give him
the go-ahead he wil] have to wait
for a long, long time.”

BRITAIN AGAINST

In Britain public opinion is over-
whelmingly against the use of Bri-
tish troops in Indo-China and there
is. widespread resentment against
the American Government’s attempt
to bully Britain on this score. Not
even the Churchill Government—
hitherto so subservient to America
~can afford to ignore the strong
feelings which exist in Britain to-
day against any intervention in
Indo-China,

The fall of Dien Bien Phu and
the American diplomatic defeat at
Geneva have thrown foreign re-
relationships into the melting pot.
General Giap's hammer blows in
Indo-China may very well lead to
new internationa] alignments—and
new hope for a stable world peace.
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These are some of the 6,000 African men who live under
bachelor conditions in the barracks and men’s quarters at Langa.
It is supposed to be for their benefit that the Cape Town City Coun-
cil has decided to establish a beer hall. In the background of this
picture is the dining hall at the main barracks, in which the Council
ETOPOSGS to install the equipment needed to make and sell Kaffir
eer.

“We don’t want a beer hall,” the men seen here told Advance
reporter. They are highly indignant that the Council is using them
as an excuse to open a new source of revenue. “We are satisfied with
the system of getting beer from our married friends,” one of the
men told Advance. “A beer hall would bring to Langa the same
trouble that was brought to many towns in the Transvaal when
beer halls were established against the wishes of the people.”

-fuxckm

This morning’s post brought
ood news from our Johannes-
urg office. During the last week
donations from that area totalled
£250. That, added to Cape Town’s

UNITY CONFERENCE

Schoeman’s Challenge

Unanswered

CAPE TOWN.

JoHE Trade Union Unity Conference ended last Thurs-
day with the European trade union movement in re-

treat and the Minister of Labour,

Mr. Ben Schoeman,

determined to press on with his amendment to the I.C. Act.

During the first three days of the discussion the conference had
placed on record its clear objections to the basic principles of the
Industrial Conciliation Amendment Bill. Separate trade unions for
the separate races, the registration of break-away unions, the split-
ting of union funds, the reservation of occupations on the basis of
race, the establishment of an industrial tribunal, limitation of the
rights of trade union officials, restrictions on the right to take strike
action—on all these issues the overwhelming majority of delegates
had passed resolutions condemning the relevant sections of Schoe-

man’s Bill.

At this stage of the proceedings
the extreme right wing at the con-
ference—the Mineworkers’ Union,
Artisan Staff Association and other
sugporters of the Minister’s policy
—had been isolated. It was clear
that the vast majority of organised
labour in South™ Africa, in so far
as it was represented at the confer-
ence, was not willing to let the Bill
go through as it stood. .

On Thursday morning the Unity
Committee went to see the Minis-
ter of Labour to place before him

the objections of the conference.
The Minister listened to them, but
refused to give way. He informed
them that he was prepared to make
minor amendments but he was not
prepared to_make an¥ alteration in
the_basic principles of the Bill. The
Um(tjy ommittee  left

handed.

After the Unity Committee had
reported back to the conference a
delegate of the Ty?ographlcal
Union introduced a resolution from
the floor sharply criticising the

empty-

Minister and expressing the convic-
tion that the Bill would lead to
serious industrial unrest.

An alternative resolution was
drafted by the National Union of
Distributive Workers condemning
the Bill outright and calling for its
withdrawal.  Before either resolu-
tion could be discussed the chair-
man, Mr. B. J. Caddy, adjourned
the conference so that the Unity
Committee might have an oppor-
tunity to produce a composite re-
solution which would reflect the
united view of the conference.

COMPROMISE

After debating behind closed
doors for nearly two hours the
Unity Committee returned with a
resolution e>§p_ressmg disappoint-
ment at the failure of the Minis-
ter to make concessions, declaring
the belief of conference that the
Bill would endanger the system of
peaceful  industrial  negotiation
which had operated successfully for
the last 30 years, and empowering
the Unity Committee “to take any
necessary action to protect the in-
terests of workers.”

Defending the resolution, Mr.
Rutherford, of the Typo Union,
said some might feel the resolution
was too moderate, some might feel
it went too far, but it was drafted

Mrs. W. Siquana is very in-
dignant that the Council should
now again try to foist a beer hall
on to the people against their
wishes.

“The Council is using the excuse
that the bachelors need a beer hall
to make profit out of the tradi-
tional food of our people. | dont
make beer, but | have no difficulty
in buying it for my husband, and
it is the same for single men.

“A beer hall would degrade our
people. | know other places which
have beer halls—they are a con-
stant source of trouble. People sit
there the whole day, they get drunk
and rowdy and there are frequent
fights and brawls.”

YOUR MONEY- OR

more modest contribution, brings
the takings to more than £300.
If we can keep that up we’ll soon
be within striking distance of our
target.

Our  Johannesburg  friends,
Brompted, prodded and cajoled
y our very efficient branch man-
ager, are amongst the most im-
ortant main-stays of Advance.
ehind that £250 lies a lot of
hard, self-sacrificing work, for
money, as we all know, doesn’t
grow " on trees.

Nevertheless, there is a lot
more lying around than comes
into our coffers. There are many
democrats who would willingly

SHIRKS

in the hope that conference would
be able to support it unanimously
and thus present a united front to
the Minister.

The difficulty was, said Mr.
Rutherford, that the Minister had
told the deputation he intended to
refer his Bill to a Select Commit-
tee after the second reading, and
it would therefore not be finalised
until the next session of Parlia-
ment. In the circumstances it would
be impossible for the trade union
movement to mobilise their forces
against the Bill at this stage.

“You have got to trust the Unity

Committee to take such action as
may be necessary,” he said.
_ Mr. Pieter Beyleveld, of the Tex-
tile. Workers” Union, moving an
amendment that the Bill be rejected
outright and that conference should
demand that the Minister withdraw
it, said: “We must show that we
are prepared to protect the inter-
ests of the workers not merely by
words but by actions.”

Mr. Beyleveld pointed to past
utterances~ of the Minister indicat-
ing his intention to destroy the pre-
sent system of industrial bargain-
ing. “We have been talking for
years and the Minister has taken
no notice. Now we must be pre-
pared to act,” he said.

Seconding bis amendment, Mr.

support our Freedom Fund if
api)_roac_hed. One of our diffi-
culties is that not enough of our
more politically conscious sup-
porters are active in the task of
collecting money for our paper.

The job is being left to too
few people” and there is a limit
to what even willing horses can
do. dozen extra finance
fighters in each big centre would
make a terrific difference in our
income.

> Keeping Advance in the field
of battle is one of the most im-
ortant political tasks to-day, and
e who helps in this respect is by
no means the least of the soldiers

THE

A. Gelb, of the Commercial
Travellers’ Union, said he and the
trade union movement as a whole
could only feel disappointed and
humiliated by the resolution pro-
posed by the Unity Committee. It
was a complete betrayal of the
workers. “We must be “prepared to
fight now,” he said .“We must show
the Minister now that he cannot
triflet with the trade union move-
ment.”

Mr. George McCormick, of the
Engine Drivers’ and Firemen's
Union, read extracts from a speech
of the Minister of Labour in which
he had stated he stood for a free
and independent trade union move-
ment. Although this was greeted
by laughter from the delegates, Mr-
McCormick maintained ~that the
Minister had changed his opinions
over the last few years and could
now be trusted by the trade union
movement.

Miss R. Lan, of the Tin Work-
ers’ Union, said there were far too
many delegates at the conference
who were apparently prepared to
sacrifice  their  principles 1°
expediency. The = proposed
amendment to the Industrial Con-
ciliation Act would * destroy the
trade union movement. If the dele-
gates did not want to share the fate

“We are all against a beer hall,”
Mrs. A. Silinga told Advance.
“QOur young people will go and
drink there, children at our sec-
ondary school who come here from
all over the Cape will be taught
bad habits, and boys living in the
bachelor quarters will learn to
drink. We don’t need a beer hall;
everyone is satisfied with the pre-
sent system of brewing beer in the
homes.

“Beer halls strike at the very root
of African family life. lll-feeling
will develop between husband and
wife when the husband spends all
his wages there and comes home
penniless. Single men will also
spend their money there and forget
their families at home.”

OUR LIFE

in the democratic army.

We want recruits, and we want
them quickly. The battle for sur-
vival is becoming increasingly
difficult, and we need more help.
That’s the position ... Now,
}%hat are YOU going to do about

FRED CARNESON.

P.S.—Our office addresses are:

CAPE TOWN: Chames Buildings,
6 Barrack Street.

JOHANNESBURG: 5  Progress

Buildings, 154  Commissioner
Street.
DURBAN: Pembroke Chambers,

472 West Street.

ATTLE

of the workers in Nazi Germany
they had to fight back now.

When the time came to vote the
chairman appealed to the sud-
porters of the amendment to with-
draw their motion in the interests
of unity. Mr. Gelb replied that
throughout the conference the pro-
gressive _unions had tried to achieve
unity with the right-wing unions in
order_to fight Schoeman’s Bill more
effectively.

“Even now we are prepared to
make a concession. We are pre-
pared to withdraw our motion if
the Unity Committee will incor-
porate in its motion a statement
that conference is totally opposed

to the Schoeman Bill.”

This offer was rejected by the
platform. On a union Vote the
amendment was lost by 51 "votes to
12, and the Unity Committee’s re-
solution was passed with only one
dissentient.

Two further resolutions by Mr.
Gelb, one calling on the “Unity
Committee to mobilise all workers
of South Africa, organised and un-
organised, for strike action to stop
the Bill, and the other calling for
co-operation with the African trade
unions, were ruled out of order by
the chairman and were not even
discussed by the conference.
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Langa Advisory Board member,
Mr. B. M. Cabindiavu, said the
Board had not yet met to consider
beer hall in Langa.

“l was surprised to hear of the
decision being taken before the
Advisory Board had been consulted.
Even if our views are not binding
on the Council we were assured
by the chairman of the Native
Affairs Committee in 1947 that we
would alwz%/s be advised before any
decision affecting the people of
Langa was taken.

“Many people have spoken to
me about the matter and have
asked what the Board intends to
do. They are all strongly opposed
to having a beer hall and are de-
termined to fight against it.”

LANGA AFRICANS FIGHT
BEER HALL PLAN

—By MARY BUTCHER.

CAPE TOWN.

THROUGHOUT South Africa attempts by local authorities to establish beer halk in

locations have been strenuously opposed by the African residents. In most places where
they have been opened riots among the Africans and clashes with the police have resulted.
The Kimberley riots in 1952 began in the beer hall.

The Cape Town City Council
took a decision at the end of last
month to open a beer hall at Langa
despite the fact that the African
people have consistently opposed
the idea ever since it  was first
mooted in 1937.

Now the Council is applying to
the Minister of Native Affairs for
the right to sell Kaffir beer within
the urban area of Cape Town, and
has informed the Langa Advisory
Board of its intention to do so.

;o In 1947, the last time the Coun-
cil proposed to start a beer hall,
one African was shot dead by the
police and many others injured as
a result of rioting which broke out
over the issue. Windows were
smashed and buildings burnt down.

Then, as now, the Advisory
Board was not consulted. Then, as
now, African views were ignored.
It took a riot to persuade the Coun-
cil to change its mind.

Langa residents remember this
tragedy, and they feel as strongly

now as they did then about the
establishment of a beer hall. Pro-
tests have already been made by
the Langa branch of the African
National ~ Congress, the Cape
Housewives’ League, temperance
associations and the National Com-
mittee of the recently formed South
South  African  Federation  of
Women’s Organisations.

Disappointment and disapproval
are expressed in a resolution passed
by a recent meeting of the largest
temperance association in Langa,
“that the Council has taken this
far-reaching decision, which will
vitally affect the residents of Langa,
without the promised consultation
with the Advisory Board.

“This body is of the firm opinion
that the establishment of a beer
hall will have a detrimental effect
on the health, morals and character
of a large portion of the residents
of Langa and must lead to an in-
crease of crime,” continues the re-
solution. “At present Langa enjoys
the reputation of being one of the

most law-abiding communities in
the country, and this state of affairs
would be endangered by the estab-
lishment of a beer hall.”

Main reason for opening the beer
hall is supposed to be to provide
beer for bachelors, who are not
catered for under gresentarrange-
ments. But the bachelors inter-
viewed by Advance said they were
getting their beer from the married
quarters and were quite satisfied to
continue in the same way.

Profits from beer halls in other
cenfres are used to “provide ameni-
ties” for the African residents. The
African people at Langa feel the
beer hall plan is just a device to
make the Africans pay for ameni-
ties which the City Council is un-
willing to pay for out of general
revenue.

AH in all, the Africans don’t
want any part of the beer hall and
are determined to make the City
Council realise its mistake before
it is too late.

portion of his article MOSES KOTANE discusses the Congress of the People

South Africas

fJUIE decision by the leaders of the main democratic organi-

sations to embark upon a great Congress of the People of
South Africa opens the way for a great advance towards a demo-
cratic future. For the first time millions of ordinary men and
women will elect their representatives t6 a real assembly of the
people. For the first time they will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss their own people’s solution to the problems of our country,
the problems of the workers, farmers, housewives, miners,
teachers and others who make up our multi-national community.
How South Africa should be governed, who should elect the men
and women who make the laws of our country, how these laws
should be administered—these and other questions will be dis-
cussed not only in the Congress of the People but in hundreds
and thousands of discussions and meetings, great and small,
throughout the land.

It is these true expressions of the voice of the people of this
country which should find their faithful expression in the
People’s Freedom Charter.

And the Charter can become a historic document, guiding
the way forward to a new and better life for all who live and
work in this land.

TOWARDS A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY

roHE Freedom Charter will be a charter of th™ people, and
it is not the purpose of this survey to attempt to draft it.

Yet it must be clear to every thinking democrat that the
Charter will, if it is to be the true voice of the people, do more
than express pious hopes in words which mean all things to all
men.

The people must write into this Charier their claim to
equality of rights and equality of opportunity, political, social
and economic, for all men and women.

The people must proclaim through the Freedom Charter
their demands:

That freedom of speech, freedom of movement, freedom of
association and freedom of assembly be guaranteed:

That the rich farmlands of South Africa be shared among
their rightful owners—those who plough them and water*them
with their sweat:

That the big mining and other monopoly-owned industries
of our country become the property of the people:

That the working people be guaranteed by law their rights
to frde, recognised trade unions, wages sufficient for a civilised
Ii}‘g, leisure and social security in sickness, unemployment and
old age:

Way Forward

That urgent steps be taken to provide houses for the home-
less, schools for the children and hospitals for the sick, without
discrimination.

AH these demands, of course, will not be attained just by
drafting a Charter. They must be fought for. They wiH be realised
only when the basic colour bar structure of South Africa has
been abolished and replaced by a people’s democratic state.

But the Freedom Charter, embodying the people’s aspira-
tions and pointing the way forward, can mark a major advance

towards a new South Africa, offering a fuller and happier life
to all her people.

WE SHALL WIN!

people of South Africa will prevail over their oppressors.

We have a long tradition of resistance to oppression. Pro-

vided we take up every issue, big and small, with courage, effi-
ciency and unity, we need not fear the future.

We must see to it that a united and uncompromising op-
position makes the Western Areas battle the Waterloo of the
Nationalist Party. We must strive for a united trade union move-
ment, based on the sound and universally accepted trade union
principle of internationalism, rooted in an alert and educated
rank and file, free from legalistic illusions#nd capable of surviv-
ing and defeating the disruptive intentions of the Nationalists
We must build and improve all national liberation and other pro-
gressive movements.

Independent organs of democratic opinion such as
ADVANCE must receive powerful support from all progressive
people: we must see to strengthening their finances and increasing
their circulation, for they are invaluable awakeners, educators
and organisers of the people.

To carry out all these tasks, and many others which demand
immediate attention, the fighters for democracy in South Africa
must consciously strive to improve their own qualities and char-
acters so that they may be still more useful to the people’s
cause. They must find time to study all the events of the day
at home and abroad and learn from the experience of others.
They must exercise unceasing vigilance against Government
agents and disrupters within the democratic camp. They must
pledge themselves at all times to set an example of loyalty,
energy and courage to all who strive for freedom.

Every new act of tyranny and suppression merely betrays
the weakness of the Government, its fear of the people.

The future belongs to us.

















