
CO N C ESS IO N  STORES AND ALLIED
T R A D E S  A S S I S T A N T S ’ U N I O N
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5 NEW ERA BUILDINGS.
12 DE VILLIER5 STREET.

JOHANNESBURG
14th O c t . 1943.

The Commercial Printing Company as well as Y/einstock m d  
myself, have done our damnest to try and get your manuscript published, 
but due to some reason or other better known to the Controller, the 
application w h s  refused.

I personally have not given up hope and hive got Downes 
and Jimmy Briggs interested,  Tnd am hoping that the new attempts will  
be successful.

I have just concluded reading "Comrade B i l l " , and were it 
not for the fact that I r̂a an ex-member of the P^rty,  I would '’ Iso 
have been bluffed into believing that "Comrade B ill "  was responsible 
for the formation of the Labour Party, Communist Party, Tr->de union 

movement, Johannesburg, South ^ r i c a  -'nd the rest of the world.

However, I know a little  better, ^nd at least I w ill  not be 
bluffed by the exaggerations and inaccuracies in that book; another 
reason why it has made me keener than ever to have your book published. 
Incidentally ,  I do hope that when successful,  you w ill  be kind enough 
to erase that ward fea " exaggeration1' which h-as worried me for.some time.

J? ■£*A> y <j~  ̂ A  *-m£v

' I hive just completed four lectures on the history of the 
working class of South "frica  which took me l|- to 1-| hours each night, 
and same are being published in instalment form in the "Forward" 
commencing next week. In my lectures I de^lt with the history of the 
Labour Party, tr^de unions, I . 3 . L . ,  C . P . ,  native trade unions, etc.
I mentioned you on a number of occasions ( not like Cope in "Comrade Bill) 
I give you the credit you are entitled to. By the way, please let 
me have a photograph of yourself ,  as I need same for publication when 
I reach the stage of the Y . C . L .  and your -activities in the P i r t y .
Please let me have the photo at your aarliest convenience.

I f  you do not receive "Forward" let me know, ->nd I w ill  see 

that you get i t .

There is nothing further I can write to you about. I hope
your family are a l l  keeping f i t .  I am hoping to be in a position
within a week or so to inform you that the application for publication 
has been granted.

s/ith iiind regards,

Your s,

.4/.

All Communications to be addressed 
to the Secretary

Phone 35-9218

b. WEINBREN,
Secretary

Dear Eddie ,
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19 Old Dutch Road
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The rown Clerk 
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Purt? an
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In reply t o " 8 f £ t ¥ 8 » t h e  I*5th J.nst drawing ~!y

attention to the reading of s n 9 1?q eV̂ -Vo--"5tetfbeka

ubufal^afctg ^©mlltiltoire y&adttott f ^ f t l ^ M a b ^ l ^ u

I;-, h k'&%b ^t%n«%«ln3BamfGrr^rnser'd^/£ £ * $ } rfr£^#riF(¥P£bnl!5# - f t ?  1W es5

i r r ^ h  u the .saist nt /ir^nch ;cretary. ’he Chairr :-n
^ocjtiOtt oawoitiew, .. atfijory Ifonrds kanye nowe -Joint Committee ye

fri/»4»^ r^JV+Wn *t tvilj. of Jurb-ji fmd a, member of L«mont Loo tion 
iric?nr I'frrticfn 1 C W p ^  ^  tfe .outh .frlcun Indian Congress ukuti

avisory 3oard. I had the auxnority of the Ctr irman anaxne  

nb°b ^ el’ĉ ri^£  (;loT’iiv"tl :R̂  B$ ? ^ l 1! 6 tyh JcutiffiK) tBbpdzokulu

ma ^H^i^-^p^wtfcPaApnjps when applying

Labordcre ttHteaxmiSBtottaAomqondo noba beno mmeli noma bengen-ye

„v,,7fl i _ X ^ k ,  vlou to have .this permission granted in order th t re 
ibatizo sloe nesisindo kungakuhtenabo W a k e  uinifnk.az* 

may advise the members of the branch in good rime to at“elm

a - i c jn î-Q i^^it^^pi^Vruo i t eke ig»zi k? afa ab^ntu

siyedingeka.Kuy-qala u k u b a Y t t g g f t W f e o m e l i  odabeni olunjena

Itemba lemi ngaso « ^ V «  isikrti lih la la  likummeli otengwe n e 

mali. Ngaleso sizatu umn n g p & u y g k ^ ^ a g $ lj f& & y » sm l't iW [ e B lz *e n *

nabo ukufakaza pnmbi kwe Commission ukub -- sibonakalise ukuneng- a

kwetu ilesi isenzo esingajwayelekile.iisiqalwa ile CoramisMnn eketwe

ilo Inbuso warns? Nationalists ozanz , za:.o .ingvnisa  uvalo emoyeni 

ami ngesira.t.i seloku utnte umbuso k- i United Tarty.

Ngiyekelela emqondweni wako ne Nhlanganiso oyisebenzelayo.

izami izinhlanganiso azika kioi l iz^ i  ngoba aziknlitoli ituba loku 

hlola lomqondo engiwuveza kmven*.ihlaumbe zowulnhla mhlumbe ziwu 

sekele.ilgifun^ ulazi futi lelo niniso ung^hambi emnyameni.

YiTiina Owako



• UNIViihoITT OJ?* THIj ..IT.vATIiKwr.AWD,

nilner Park,

J OHAi'JWuSBUIi.G.

15th Way, 1952.

Dear Mrs. Kadalie,

Thank you por your letter of 1 st May, 1952.

Some few years ago - 1 think it was in 1949- 

Mr. Kadalie came to Johannesburg and he and I spent a week 

or more revising r.nd rewriting the manuscript you mention.

It is now suggested that the MS w ill require further revision 

before it is finally  suitable for publication. This is 

probably true. But 1 think before asking me to go through 

it again you should first find a publisher who is willing 

to consider the booK seriously. -up osing you succeed in 

this I am Muite willing to edit the MS once more, in 

consultation with the publisher and Mr. Flemmer.

Trusting that this suggestion will prove helpful,

Yours sincerely, 

iiJWARD RQUX.



OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS.

27 Parliament Street,

GAPE TOtfN.

1 0 /6 /5 2 .

Messrs. Drake, Flemmer &  Orsmond,
P .O . Box 44,
^-T LONDON.

Dear ^irs,

-l3: QL - • KA- ALI5  : v OUR M T F /N a F .

Thank you for your letter of 4th June which I read 
with great interest.

In 1949 Clements Kadalie submitted his Mb. to me.
Like other readers, I was much interested in it but felt that 
it^was too uncritical and one sided for publication by a 
university press. I correspondedw ith Dr. Roux about it and 
explained the situation. I  suggested that he soulci try a 
publisher like Gollcncz as being more likely to publish a 
book that was most interesting but, at the same time, written 
from a very decided point of view.

Coming now to your suggestion that you should send me 
the Mb: there would be no point in sending the unaltered 
M S., and, of course, 1 cannot express an opinion on the revi
sion until I have seen it . •,tfhat 1 v^ould suggest therefore 
is that someone like Dr. itoux should edit the MS. so as t>o 
leave its character as an original document b3r a very 
vigorous personality while, at the same time , deleting some 
of the wilder statements and, possibly, adding editorial foot
notes by w a y  0f  correction >r amplification.

I feel that in the hands )f a competent editor who 
keeps these points in mind the 000k could become a valuable 
document without losing its considerate human interest.

If  this is done I should be very glad to see the 
revised MS. I f  I s t i l l  fee1 that it is not a book for the 
Oxford University Press I might be in a position to advise 
on other prospects_for publishing. We represent a number of 
other r itish  publishing houses - Jonathan Cape, John Murray, 
etc. - and it is quite possible that one of them mip-ht be 
interested.

I personally, should like to see a book such as I 
have in mind published, and I am sorrv not to be able to 
make a definite o f/er  at this stage.

Xot2 are a t liberty to show M s  letter to

/Dr. ^-ou:........



Dr. iLoux. I notice that, irj& letter to Mrs. Kadalie, Dr. 
uoux says that he is quite willing to edit the MS. once more 
provided she can find a publisher "to consider the book 
seriously” You can reassure Lr. iioux that, while I cannot 
make an offer, my consideration of the bootyls serious.

I shall be glad to hear from you in due course 
about this .

Yours fa ith fu lly . 
L . M/ivwU :.iCj  . (si -no d )



Atturnrtja. Xutarira JJttliltr aub 

(SmtnryanrrrB.

EVERET GEORGE ORSMOND 

OSWALD NOLAN FLEM M ER

T E L E P H O N E : 3 7 0 2 *

2n d  FLOOR.

P E R K S  H O U S E .

4 0  C A X T O N  S T R E E T .

W h e n  t e l e p h o n in g  o r  c a l l in g .
PLEASE ASK FOR :

i Ir . r-i. T . F I omrner .

S a st jC ondon,
SOUTH AFRICA.

13th June, 1952.

Dr. Edward nou:c,
Dept, of Botany,
University of the ./itwatersrand,
Milner Park,

JJ)HAIJ:fcfcBURG.

Dear Sir,

Re: PL.^-Tim K;JjA U E 'S  BOOK.

With reference to your letter of the 15th May addressed 
to Mrs. Kadalie (cop}7' of which is enclosed in case you have 
not kent a copy of same) and to inform ;rou that we have on 
the o d> ice of the C .N .A .,  got in touch with Dr. L . Marquard 
the :-int Ter of the Editorial Department of Oxford University 
Fress, and enclosed is a copy of a letter from that 
Gentleman, which as you will observe, is most encouraging 
and helpful. Je also enclose e copy of the C .N .A . ’'Reeders” 
report on the Book.

We trust that in the circumstances you will be 
prepared t o review the Book and i f  so we would be pleased to 
learn on what terms as regards royalties etc.

Frankly, the writer has had no experience in regard 
to the publication of a book of this nature, and will in the 
circumstances, h&\e t )  be guided by you, as to what would be 
an equitable basis of sharing the anticioatid net orofits 
payable to the authors, if  and when the book goes to 
publication.

Thanking you for a favourable reply,

Yours faithfully , 
DRAKE, FLEMMER & ORUiOND.



Attornega, Hotartea ?ublir att& 

ffimitiryatirrra.

2 n d  f l o o r .

P E R K S  H O U S E .

4 0  C A X T O N  S T R E E T ,

EVERET GEORGE ORSMOND 

OSWALD NOLAN FLEMMER

T E L E P H O N E : 3 7 0 2 * Jmtf/ gjh

WHEN TELEPHONING OR CALLING. 
PLEASE ASK FOR t

Mr.M.T.Flemmer

Dr. Edward Roux,
Department of Botany,

university of the Witwatersrand, 
Milner park,

Johannesburg, T P.

feast JCondon,
SOUTH AFRICA.

13th August 1952.

Dear Dr. Roux,

I again wish to thank you for your letter 
of 1st July in which you kindly offered to re-shape Kadalieis 
mss in order to render it fit for publication.

I am sending you the mss under registered 
cover as it came into my possession. I do not know whether 
Kadalie made any further alterations or additions and I cannot 
trace a copy of your introduction among Kadalie's papers.

Attached to the mss is an introduction by 
Will Stuart, but frankly I consider this introduction should 
not be made use of,for as you know (in confidence) he is not a 
persona grata and I would much prefer your writing the intro
duction.

As regards the final arrangements re royal
ties if and when a publisher is found upon a basis of on^third 
to yourself and two-thirds to the Executors of the Estate would 
be fair. -

Yours sincerely,

M. T. FLEMffiR.
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Atlnrttrga. Notarlfa JIublir attii 

(JmtttfjjanrrrH.

EVERET GEORGE ORSMOND 

OSWALD NOLAN FLEM M ER

t e l e p h o n e :: 3 7 0 2  *

2 n d  f l o o r .
P E R K S  H O U S E .

4 0  C A X T O N  S T R E E T ,

iMTF/nn

W HEN TELEPHONING OR CALLING , 
PLEASE ASK FOR:

MR. M.T. FLEMMER

Sast jCondon,
SOUTH AFRICA.

l6th January 1954

Dr. E.R. Roux,
Department of Botany 
Witwatersrand University 
Milner Park,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Doctor Rbux,
re: KADALIE* S BOOK

I wish to refer to your last letter on the above 
subject dated 2&th January 1953 and would be pleased to 
learn if  you have found the time to put the M. S. S. into 
shape for publicationfif  accepted by a Publisher.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours truly,

M.T. FLEMMER



Attoraega, SfotartEB JiuliUc attft 

(CinttirijanrrrB.

2 n d  f l o o r .

P E R K S  H O U S E .

4 0  C A X T O N  S T R E E T ,

E V E R E T  G E O RG E  O R SM O N D  

O S W A L D  N O L A N  F L E M M E R

| MTF/PJ
SOUTH AFRICA.

TELEPHONE: 3702*

W h e n  t e l e p h o n i n g  o r  c a l l i n g ,
P L E A S E  A S K  FO R  t

24th. February, 1954

I-Ir .M. T.Flemmer

Dr. E .R . Roux,
Department of Botany,
V/it watersrand University, 
Milner Park,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Doctor Roux,

I wrote }rou a letter on the above subject on the
16th. ultimo and would be much obliged if  you will advise me 
w hat‘progress you have made in regard to subediting the above 
book.

Thanking you in anticipation,

Re: KADALIJ*S BOOK

Yours truly

XT

K .T . FLiSMI-LSR



« THE RI SIC OF Ar'KICAlM LABOUR 1 . K,iLaLIE:1

x have given a great deal of thought to this M3 of 
the late Clements Kadalie.

1 think that properly revised th is  is definitely s 
MS that should be published and w ich would attract con
siderable sales. Whether it it; an MS suitable for the 
C .N .A . publishing h use is another taatter. I rather question 
this because I know of no previous boo done b'r C .N .A . which 
corresponds to it .

The title is not good, to begin with. It should 
be more like "The Rise of an African Leader1' or "An African 
Trade Unionist’ s Story : the autobiography of Clements 
Kadalie” .

It requires an impartial preface different from the present 
one by ./ill Stuart in which someone (LiKe i»r. Co ard Roux who 
was a member of I .C .U . ,  and. contrirutes 2/3 chapters on Kadalie 
ana the movement in "Time Longer than Rope’1 (Gollancz 194$) 
setting- out the I .C .U . ,  and its creator, Kadalie, in proper 
perspective. As a matter of fact, Roux dio write such a pre
face ie tells me when Kadalie consulted im about the book in 
194& (see Acknowledgements) but-apparently it was too critical 
for Kadalie*s taste. Wow that Kadalie is dead this approach 
should be revived, and, indeed is essential. Apart from 
Cdwsrd Roux, Senator ■< H i e  Ballinger, i f  he was prepared 
to be generous towards the deaa, could also write a real foreword.

I f  publication were seriously contemplated - and 
apart from its historic value and sales among non-europeans 
it must sell very well indeed among non-europeans - then 
it would have to be vetted by a lawyer for libel and the 
style of the MS cleansed of its more obvious gaucheries 
end repetitiveness by an experienced journalist, familiar 
with the terrain. (This is anticipated by Messrs. Drake 
Flemmer and Qrsmond in their letter to you of March 23th).

I would like to suggest that the attorneys be written 
giving them the above facts, and with the suggestion that 
the’/  try Mr. Mar^uard of Oxford University Press, Box 1141,
Cf-pe Town.

c(A ,
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