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*he need for the developaent and sxtenslon of lnteriwtlonal 
cultural relations is greater today than It hat oTor boon before. 
Tho world Is sharply dlrldod bstween pooplo who favour ths 
Soviet eye tssi and thoss against It. It Is not tho purpose of 
oar Society to take sldos in tho oontroraroloo of world pelitleo.
Wo belJsTJ^^iat in spits of polltioal differences, oouatrlos 
shoald l » a m  to got along togsthsr, to aadorstand oao another, to 
appreciate oaoh other'e oaltural aohleveaents and to oondaet 
trado for autual benefit and prosperity^

To work for euoh good relations bstwsoa tho Soviet Union 
and our oountry is tho ala of ths S.A. Society for Peace and 
friendship with tho Boviet Union*

To this snd our Sooioty organ!••• publie locturos and 
sxhlbltlons and strlvss to oountoraet tho aisroprsntatloas nd 
U l - w l l l  which clouds ths lntsrnational ataoephsre.

Wo aro particularly pleased to bo able to preeeat this 
exhibition at the University of the Wltwatorsrand. This Univer­
sity Is wsll known for its spirit of toleranoe and objectivity, 
and It le In this spirit that ws hope this asesags will bs 
reeelwed.

Ons cannot hope to oonvey any adequate Idea of the oulture 
and Ilfs of a nation through ths asdlua of a few dosen photographs. 
We would like to ala at reciprocal visits to broaden our under* 
standing. Why should not a dotation of 8outh African faraers go 
to study Soviet agriculture? Or a group of our auslelans and 
folk dancers visit thsir aoadeales - and show what ws can do? And 
why shouldn't we enjoy a vlnlt froa a group of 8ovlet ballet 
dancers or singers?

This can b« dons. In spite of lntsrnational tsnslon, 
there is a lively interest aaong Sovlst people In ths oulture of 
other nations, 'or exaapls, sines the war, 86 allllon copies of 
translation? of ths works of forslgn authors have boon published 
in the Sovlvt Union. Thsss include the works of 218 British and 
211 Ansrlean authors. French and Italian fllas hare been sho«n in 
ths Soviet Union fir aany years and ths laportatlon of British 
fllas has rsesntly startsd. Thsrs is no doubt that groat possibl- 
of mutual cultural sxchangss exist and it Is up to us to aaks ths 
■set of theeo possibilities.
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