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Up the Bells … The Peoples Team  

Vande Mataram … Afore you go 
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Louis “ Professorori ” Jeevanantham  

( 6. 5. 1950 – 28. 6. 2021 )  

Tribute to a Bells Legend ... 

 
Louis Solomon Jeevanantham was born in Durban. He relocated to 

Lenasia as a teenager. He attended Lenz High, where together with 

teammates formed Bluebells United in 1966. Playing in the local Lenasia 

junior league, the team set the football scene alight, winning numerous 

awards.  

 

The team made the bold move in 1969 to move out of Lenasia and play 

under the banner of the Southern Transvaal Football Union, whose 

headquarters were based in Fietas, the mecca of South African Soccer 

Federation (SASF) football in the Transvaal at the time. Louis, talent as a 

skilful midfielder and a prolific goal scorer, hit the headlines. Playing in a 

tournament in Mackenzieville, veteran Moses Ali, recruited Louis to join 

the stylish Maritzburg City outfit in the Federation Professional League. 

After, a short stint, he returned to strengthen his Bluebells United team. 

While playing in the STFU, Louis caught the eyes of the selectors for the 

Transvaal team. The late, veteran journalist, Ameen Akhalwaya, 

described one of Louis’s goal while playing for Transvaal United against 

Cape Town Spurs at Natalspruit, as one of the greatest goals that he had 

ever witnessed. 

 

In 1972, Louis’ dream was finally realized. Bluebells United were 

accepted in the FPL and made their debut against Manning Rangers at 

the Curries Fountain sporting complex. Louis was on the scoresheet in 

that historic 4 - 1 victory at Curries Fountain. He continued to play for 

Bells, who earned the reputation of playing an exciting brand of football. 

However, in 1975, a serious injury put an end to what would have been an 

illustrious football career for him. This did not stop Louis from 

contributing to the beautiful game. In 1977, he successfully attained an 

English coaching badge. On returning from the UK, he moulded a new 

generation of amateur players. In 1984, Bluebells United were back in the 

FPL, with Louis at the helm as coach. The team reached two finals, losing 

narrowly to Tongaat Crusaders on both occasions. He continued his 

coaching career in the FPL, until its demise in 1990 and continued 

slightly beyond with Bluebells in their final years as a professional outfit 

in the NSL OK League. 
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Louis passion for coaching continued when he teamed up the respected 

former Bafana Bafana coach, Ted Dimitru. He realized the important role 

played by Football Academies in player development for competing in the 

modern game. He founded the Midas Academy and believed that this was 

the pathway for talented youngsters in deprived communities to play to 

their fullest potential. Everybody who knew him would agree that Louis 

was an astute scholar, critic and fan of the game. 

 

Given his passion for coaching, it comes as no surprise that Louis also 

shared a deep passion for education. He graduated as a teacher at the 

Transvaal College of Education in 1971. He began his teaching career at 

Progress Primary, moved on to Trinity Secondary, taught at Topaz 

Secondary and had a stint at St Barnabas in Bosmont. He completed his 

post- graduate studies by obtaining a PhD in Education  and later 

accepted a post at Vista University, in Soweto. He lectured in the 

education faculty and later attained the title of Professor of Education. 

Louis was a true scholar and had his work published in numerous peer-

reviewed education journals. 

 

After retiring, Louis was afforded the opportunity to spend some quality 

time with his wife, Claudia, their children, Layla and Dale and their 

grandchildren over whom he doted who in turn loved their Granddad.  

 

The legacy of one Louis Solomon Jeevanantham will live on and he will 

forever be remembered in the fondest possible way by his colleagues, 

family, friends, and non-racial football lovers throughout this country and 

beyond. 

 

WE SALUTE  

 

A TRUE FALLEN HERO 

 

LONG MAY HE BE REMEMBERED 
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