
U N I O N O F  S O U T H A F R I C A .

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T I V E  A F F A I R S ,

P r e to r ia ,  23rd. A p r i l ,  /9/24.

#

S ir ,

V.i t h  re ference  to your l e t t e r  o f  the 3rd 
in s ta n t ,  I  beg to inform  you as fo l lo w s  in  connection 
w ith  the various m atters ra is ed  by you.

1. (a )  The p o l ic y  o f  the Government in  connec
t io n  w ith  the ca rry in g  o f  passes by 

n a t iv e  women i s  w e l l  known and every  opportun ity  is  
taken to ob ta in  re la xa t ion  o f  the presen t p rov is ion s  
o f  the law ^requiring them to produce nasses on de
mand. The N ative  R e g is t ra t io n  and Protection B i l l  
which was intended to rep lace  the e x is t in g  Pass Laws 
r e fe r r e d  on ly  to males, but as you are aware that 
measure was withdrawn a f t e r  i t s  in trodu ct ion  in to 
Parliam ent.

(b ) I  am not aware to what you r e f e r  in  th is  
paragraph. There is  -no p ro v is io n  o f  law 

under which a n a tive  can be fo rc ed  to go away from 
h is  home.

2. This Department rece iv e s  qu a rte r ly  from the 
P o l ic e ,  a return  o f  cases o f  shooting o f  na

t iv e s  by Europeans, w ith the resu lt  o f  the P o l ic e  
en qu ir ies . Some o f  these cases are a cc id en ta l.  Where 
there is  doubt as to the circumstances o f  the shooting , 
the cases a.re brought by the P o l ic e  b e fo re  the Courts 
and the charges madey f u l l y  in v e s t ig a te d .  In  cases 
where death re s u lts ,  the question as to whether an 
indictm ent sh a ll  be la id  o r  not, re s ts  w ith  the 
A ttorney  General, w ith  whose d is c r e t io n  th is  Depart
ment cannot, o f  course, in t e r f e r e .  The cases under 
sub-paragraphs 1 and 2 o f  paragraph 2, having occurred 
during the f i r s t  quarter o f  the year, have not y e t  come 
to the n o t ic e  o f  th is  Department, but en qu ir ies  are 
being made. In  regard to the case o f  John S e l a l e l i ,



communication has a lready been addressed to you. 
e m atter has been submitted to the A tto rney - 
.era l, but I  am a fra id ,a s  the law now stands, i t  is 

o t  p o ss ib le  that the case .Should fre.<̂ fryied  except by.
, ju ry , unless the u.ccusofr^qikes*--.aBpO'aerti'oh’ f o r  t r i a l  

b e fo re  a judge and assessors.'

is  r e g r e t te d  that the unexpected prorogation  o f  P a r l i a 

ment should have prevented i t s  passing in to  law.

In  regard to the Barolong Land d e l l e f .B i . i l  i t

I  am,

Yours obed iently .

/
IE C R T T a K X  i iU i i  JSAT lVJfi AJJ'Jtf1 A L l t S

THE GENERAL SECRETARY

0 .3?.S. NATIVE GONGEESS

P .0 . BOX 17,

THABA ’ 1IC HU



£.7/24
3210- 17/ 5/ 22— 5000-100 8 S.A.P. 21.

South African 
Police.

Zuidafrikaanse
Politie.

O f f ic e  o f  the D i s t r i c t  Commandant. 
K imberley, 21st October, 1924.

S ir

<
Bechuanaland & G-riaualand West A f r ic a n  N ationa l 
___________________ Congress.____________________________

With re fe ren ce  to  your l e t t e r  o f  the

20th in s ta n t ,  in  the above connection , I  beg to  

in form  you that the .ass Laws have been suspended 

as requested .

A tg  D i s t r i c t  Commandant : 42 D is t r i c t ^  
South A fr ic a n  P o l i c e .

The P r e s id e n t .
Bechuanaland & G-riaualand West 

A fr ic a n  N a tiona l Congress 
28 Shannon S tre e t  

K im berley.

Yours f a i t h f u l l y



IE- PRESIDENT

Hi
v r  v'
'* P.O.Box 5?

Johannesburg 

13th July 192b.

6 cu t l ‘''a Committee sncl Extraordinary Session o f  the 

I Congress w i l l  be ho lder during the forthcomming 

ecu t ive  Committee o n ls t ,  and Extraordinary on 3rd , 

B loem fontein  in  veiw o f  the mos»t c r i t i c a l  times we are  

due to  recen t l e g i s l a t i o n  in  Par$.a;iment on c e r ta in
* i  w.ion rece ived  from the Government Members o f Executive and “ 

6©s from a l l  Provinces and Branches are expected to  put Hxaryfcfein.
ve ry th ing  as ide  and a tten d  a l l  these important Sessions*

GOD BLESS AFRICA.
Z .R .Me habane, Prer a d en t,

T.D.Mweli Skota, General Secretary^
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The General S ecre ta ry ,
The .. fr ican  N ationa l Congress, 
P. .i. Box 5788,
Jc innes"burg.

2 4 6

'  / if'? /

4th November 1925.

P a r  S ir ,

SUBJECT: HANDLESILO NKOSI

With re fe ren ce  to yotxr l e t t e r  o f  the 31st 

w._ .w , i beg to  inform you that we are  aw a iting  the 

r l y  o f  the Government to our p e t i t i o n  and so soon as 

wt hear we sh a ll  communicate w ith  you aga in .

In  the meantime, we cannot adv ise  M and les ilo  

PI: ;i  to  proceed to the d i s t r i c t s  in  question and we

c-v c id er  i t  as w e l l  to w a it  f o r  the r e p ly  above mentions
V

u l l y ,

JB/rOM.
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Cape Town,
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JMR/AB* Ho. 7/326,

U N I E  V A N  S U I D A F R I K A .  
U N I O N  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A .

D E P A R T E M E N T  V A N  N A T U R E L L E S A K E ,  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T I V E  A F F A I R S ,

P.O.Box 384, P r e t o r ia .

S i r ,

Y/ith re fe ren ce  to your request f o r  an in te rv ie w  

w ith  the M in is te r  o f n a t iv e  A f f a i r s  by c e r ta in  members 

o f  your o rgan iza t io n , I  have to inform you that the 

M in is te r  w i l l  see the deputation on F r iday  the 6th in 

stant a t  2.30 p.m.

I  am,

Yours o b ed ien t ly ,

The G en e ra l 'S ec re ta ry ,

A fr ica n  n a t io n a l  Congress, 

P.O.Box 4633,

Johannesburg*
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^THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

Babatso kaofela ha ba kopane yuaJeka 
letsopa la stamen to. Rare lio Mosotho 
ho uena Mozulu ho uena Moswuzi oa 
Ngwane. Rare ho Moxosa hammnbo 
le bouena Moshangane; Tsohang Ma- 
:: Afrika Letsatsi la Afrika le ohabile. ::

Chief Officers of Administration ;

Dr. P. ka 1. SEME. B.A., L.L.D.
President General.

Wonke umuntu ontsundu makabe munye 
nje ngo bumbha lika semende. Siaho 
ku Msutu ku Mzulu, ku Mswassi, ku 
Mxosa, ku Mshangano naku Mzambezi, 
Siti Vukani Ma-Afrika. IKwezi le 

:: Afrika so li pumile. ::

ho . m m ?
188, MARSHALL STREET,

4QHANWESBURG. M

b i, Lyndhursb ~oad,
Rrm w jbw r, g . p .

Jun« 8nd TWS,

T. D. MWEL! SKOTA,
General Secretary.

PAST PRESIDENT.

S. M. MAKGATHO,
Senior Treasurer.

D#nr Hbr «*C I** fA * I,

I  bdg t.o «uiyn1b bh# fo llow ing1 

^at>lon« fo r  bh« oouatdarablon o f tha 

„ „ mtklfia i r n O M lI t t l  fo r  b f*  forth -corl/ i spdoial OM>

Chairman'!-"' O'ganiser NabonaP^ucation. W T O  A *  * $ * I 0 » * L  O O W m fB S  t O  b *  h -»l<1

PAST PRESIDENT. «b  Is) on bh« let. July nwxb.
The Rev. Z. R. MAHABANE,

Senior Chaplain and 1*0 0 ft  |C# t - l t *  S p * * O t n i  O O f l ^ lH Y t O V  8  b u t 1** S U G -
Reader of Parliamentary Reports.

0W8S a oarufitlly  drawn A&VRDA fltnt M  and
H. SELBY MS1MANG,

Chairma'- and Organise.■ D epartm ents  of p r a  p a  r *< 1  O fi tr=»d 8 t t b j t r t | a  P O T
C om m erce and Industry. * “

Rev. -J. S. L1KH1NG,
Assistant Chaplain.

CHIEF STEPHEN MINI,
Chief Organiser of Chiefs.

bhta I  ventur* bo »wg 8&b bhab bfc** fo llow lu ; b*» 

piaoao, lnt>ar a l ia ,  on bh*» Agmotkn with bb«* nama« of 

i^ Q fc lw n  who may h** aakwo bo on bh«ra, vi.,

D. S. LETANKA,
Organiser of Chiefs.

C. S. MABASO,
Financial Secretary.

R. V. SELOPE THEMA,
Corresponding Secretary.

T. M. MAPIKELA,
Speaker.

S. P. MATSEKE,
Deputy Speaker and Organiser.

A. Z. D. MAZING!,
Clerk and Organiser.

V —
(. P. MART ZULU.

Assistant Treasurer.

f H f  S T A t*  O f TH» AFRICAN NATIONAL GON****§H.
(is) Causes o f  tb s  f a i l u r e  bo fu *u ib lo n »  bE -> sb«bd  

o f  ° r o v t a c i n i  Gon£r«ssdB i, r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  
I n  ?xo~n* o f  P i t r  la c w a ; kb a u rg e n t  *8 *«1 f o r  
R'*-Oo.aet>Z‘u o t to n  o r  R*•On tm l a « b  t  o r i o f  nb« 
N d U o m l OONCTOPSSj M k  can  kb * L o y a l t y  and / o  
bh*» Go-Op* r a t i  o n  o f  bh« P ro -v lr io ta l OonKr*#M»a  
pu saou r«a  a no m alub& inwo t

By T .T . ’ W - u r P A ,

T h * POLIT ICAL SITUATION.
f f f w c t  o t  kb * o i l  t i c s  1 ln f l t z * n o *  o f  b b *  N a t lv *  
V o t ^ r  o f  bh*» 0 # a # ra l F a f rn n o b  1 o f  th*» * n -
b l r *  ^ u ro p M n  P o p u la t io n  o f  b b * U n io n -  miaL* and  
?»-i l « '  kb * D ttb r ltM r ib a l o f  f  « o b *  on  bb» s o c ia l ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and acouom te w * i f a r *  o f  th<% B an tu  o f  *A  
h i « FSOL08IOJ? f ro m  tb *  p o l l  b lo t  1 Or*?anism o f  th e

la n d
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21 s t No vember.. 18.3.6.
T.D.Mweli Skota Esq

P.0 . P im ville

Dear S ir
Johannesburg

Re-Coto *s Nomination on the Executive A. A. C.

19

Since myn la s t  le t te r  to you on the above subject, we have rece ived  
from Mr.Msimang another le t te r  in reply to our le t te r .
As I am attaching a copy of our reply to th is second le t te r  of h is.
I have no doubt but that you w i l l  be able to gether from the con
tents thereof what the essence o f h is le t t e r  was. But please keep 
this to yourself. You have asked me to keep you w e ll informed, 
and to the best of my a b il ity  I am trying to do so.

Re- Thaeles a f fa i r s

Kennon Thaele is  back in town, having been brought up by a Summon 
of Non-Support issued by his w ife . After that Case, he wen# down t 
to Worcester and there he made a h orrib le  smash by in c it in g  a 
certain  clique to violence. The resu lt was that Osthenhuisen; 
W.Oilphant, and several women got their heads smashed with stickd. 
The cosequences are that he and another are charged before the 
Worcester Court with Assault. The Case Was heard^on the I3th in st , 
but on my request i t  was remanded to the 3rd of Dec. when I have g 
got to appear as Prov. Secty. on the Crown side.
From the fore-going you w i l l  appreciate my d if f ic u lt y  without a 
Constitution of the Organisation.
Let me therefore again appeal to you to reply immediately, and 
quote the exact wording from the Constitution of the Follow ing:-  
The buying of Property etc; The authority of the Conference in

S e le c t i o n  o f O ffic e rs ; The Constitution o f the Confersmcej 
The duties o f an Ex-O fficer in case o f a grievance, and the 
procedure of an E x -O fficer fo r  redress.
I would lik e  to be armed with th is knowledge before I go down to 
Worcester. Let me also get those addresses I asked of you.

Thanks in anticipation

Yours F a ith fu lly

<r 0  Prov. Secty;



S lat November-1936#
H,Selby.M ai. mg £a i

Gen, oscty.A .A.C .
37 Commissioner S tr.

S ir
Johannesburg

Ro-,y no^ln^tlon on the Exeoutive a . a .C.

I  am g ra te fu l to acknowledge the receipt o f your le t t e r  o f the 
I8th Inst on the above aub jeo f. And in rep ly , X beg to state
hoe disappointed I  am a t ,  perhaps, my aisoonoeption o f the content* 
o iyp  ur le t te r  o f the 27th u l t .
From oertain  passages in that le t t e r ,  I  gained the impression that 
should my nomination be endorsed by your Executive in the Interim ,
I  sh a ll be required to attend the Meeting o f the Exeoutive next 
January 20th. In which oase, meanwhile, I had prepared myself , as 
soon aa I  got n o tifio a tion  of the endorsement, to c a l l  together a 
Representative Meeting o f a l l  Organised Bodies in the Western Prov 
with a view to getting  than to a f f i l i a t e .  This I  wanted done 
before my attending the said meeting o f  the Exeoutive next Jan, 
But, from what I  now gather from your le t te r  o f the I8th In st, 
i t  appears that Dr, Gool* s oase is  on the Agenda o f that same 
Exeoutive Meeting in question, and that i t  w i l l  only be then when 
the Exeoutive may or may not, according to the merits o f  the Oase, 
request him to re s ign . In whioh oase I  have no authority to 
proceed with my plane,
I  thank you fo r  the Application Form and the oopy o f General 
Instructions. But, I would remind you, that the A.H.C o f whioh I  
am one o f  the P rosin o la l Presidents, has O ffic e rs  who rank above 
me. And I  think that i t  is  th e ir  duty to see that our Organisation  
is  a f f i l ia t e d  to the A.A.C. in  accordance with the Constitution  
thereof.
In any Oase, may I  ask you p lease to inform me immediately i f  th is  
has not yet been done by my President General or Seoty General o f  
the A .H .C ,, so as to enable me to get in touch with them on the 
matter o f  the a f f i l i a t io n  o f our Organisation.

Yours F a ith fu lly

f f  Oa )  &&
President



ALL AFRICAN CONVENTION.
O f f i c e r s  :

D. D. T .  J a b a v u .
B.A. (LOND.) 

PRESIDENT.

F o r t  H a r e , A l i c e . C .P .

G e n e r a l  O f f i c e  : 

P .O . D r i e f o n t e i n . 
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D r . M a x  Y e r g a n ,
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SECRETARY FOR 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

8, W e s t  F o r t i e t h  S t r e e t . 
N e w  Y o r k . U .S .A .

REVD. Z. R. M a h a b a n e ,
VICE-PRESIDENT.

DR. J .  S. M o r o k a .
M.B.. CH.B. 

TREASURER.

P.O . BOX 19.
T h a b a  N c h u , O.F .S .

12th* December, 1938.

P r o f . Z. K. M a t t h e w s ,
M.A., LL.D. 

OFFICER FOR
P r o t e c t o r a t e s  C o n t a c t , 

F o r t  H a r e , A l i c e . C.P.

H .  S E L B Y  M S IM A N G .  
g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y .

J .  G . M a s i u ,
RECORDING SECRETARY,

P.O. B o x  122 0 . C a p e t o w n

: ' ( \
w V'Mr. T.D.Mwell dkota o f  P.O.Box $210, 

Johannesburg i s  issu ing  a Convention Almanac with 

photographs o f a l l  members o f the executive Committee, 

members o f  the I’ativo  Representative Council, Senate
I . 'tl

and Parliament.
• • t.

I  should be pleased i f  you would be good enough 

to send hira a copy o f your photo which w i l l  be returned  

immediately a block o f sane is  taken and i f  you could 

trea t, t  ie matter as urgent seeing that he purposes to 

irssKfc have the Almanac early  in  Jsruary next.

Yours f  a ith fu lly ,
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August 4, 1963

Dear Mr. Skota,

I ’m enclosing the letter and clipping you’ve 
kindly lent me.

I ’ve asked, an American friend, Professor 
H. Brotz, to try and see you regarding the 1912 
constitution. Was there a 1912 constitution?
Mr. Stanley Trapido at the University of Natal 
gave us a copy of the 1919 constitution,, which 
he got from you. let: thiss the 1912 constitution 
in final form? Perhaps yoy could explain this to 
Professor Brotz.

I ’ve also talked to some other people who 
have told me they would oall on you.

It was a great pleasure to see you. I look 
forward very muĉ t to seeing you in January or in 
February.

Sincerely,

Thomas Karis.
Associate Professor of 
Political Science 
City College of Hew York 
17 Lexington Avenue,.
New York 10, N.Y.
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