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Minister of Bantu Administration and
Development.

Dear Mr. Botha,

When you stated that there are no starvm%
Bantu, how would you have defined the wor
starvation’? The Concise Oxford Dictionary
defines it not onI?/ as dying of hunger but
also as suffering from lack of food, feeling
hungay and being deprlved or kept scantily
provided with food.

Can you honestly sav, as a thinking man,
that nof one Bantu is starvmg in this country7
Can you honestly say that no one feels
hungry? You must have access to reports on
resettlement villages at Grahamstown or the
Sundays River V7a||e%/ where Africans are kept
scant Jsupplledwn food, and conditions are
created which cause many to perish directlv
or indirectly from hun dger A survey has shown
that in Sekhukuniland at least 50 per cent of
all children born alive fail to reach their fifth
birthday and the majorltK of those who do
die do not reach their third birthday. One
may deduce from this that those who do not
die of outrlght starvation have obviously a
lowered resistance to disease.

Please, Mr. Botha, you are straining our
credullty when you state: ‘there is not one

starving Bantu in South Africa — the Nation-

alist Government would not allow it." If the
Government would not allow it you could
possibly use your |anuence to see that a basic
minimum wage is paid to the African, that
job reservation is done away W|th and that
Africans are not endorsed out to the Siberia
of the Transkei.

Will you press for the reintroduction of
school feeding for the Africans and take the
burden from charitable bodies who cannot
meet the need, or do you acknowledge a man
to be starvmg only when he is dead?

Yours sincerely.

Eastern Cape Regional Council of the
Black Sash.

The Black Sash, December, 1970
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INVISIBLE MAN by Bob Connolly
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Die Swart Serp, Desember 1970
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