
This pamphlet is dedicatad to the African miners of the ttweterarand who 

tocic part in the great strike on the gold mines from August l*itb to August 17thf 

1943. There has never been such a strike in the history of eur country - neither 

in numbars, nor in police savagery; neither in significance nor in its repercussions, 

.bat a done, and what was achieved in the strike can never be undone. The strike 

closej a chapter in South African history, and opened another.

The geld mines are the backbone of Bouth Africa's economy, supporting the 

whole structure of heavy industry, of light industrial manufacture and of farming.—  

And the frican workers, illiterate, backward, tied by CrOvernment policy to a 

primitive peasant existence in the countryside, are the Backbone of the gold mines, 

and the force which makes mining pay £17 million per year in dividends to its 

8tock*holders throughout the. or Id.

Yet these were the men, al«ay® regarded as amongst the backward of the African 

workers, «ho struck the first gigantic blow of their people for the demand which 

their erwmisations have year after year, pushed into the foreground - 10 shillings 

j . *Ph*t tuejrjrailed to aehiev e that demand is of secondary impori^ance. 

ritfiarily important ts the fact «efnffrST has been made on a raass scwle

by basic workers of this country, and will aeve be abandoned until it h*. a 

Man wen* That demand eloetriflefi'tire ^-frican people as nothing ha» done in recent 

years. I*he rip las spreadoutward*  from. the strik# co«tiau» to agitata the 

sovfaM of ..^usand issues - th«jC*gg£a of native repress!* etfer \r. th9 

t^e . a.i- of t$e South Af ricifa Traces and Labour Council in its dealings with 

blto-if si it, tho conflict growing up between the militant church and the 

'gevsgf w Siy  W np- after this ma&kJkret has beer, printed, those ripples will con­

tinue t<- arise, and to break on'distant shores*

fi is the heroism of those African miners, and of the little band of 

volunteers who worked without cosset ion throughout that week, that has started 

this profound cycle in our country’ s life.

The -jnmphlet itself is of two arts. The one part is a true and accurate 

act ant of hat has hap enod siuce August l£th, written from first hand observation 

by one “ho participated in these events. The^sM&f iV'1ffi^cwc,a culled from the pagos 

of the Daily Mail and the Star of events on the mines themselves during tliet w. ek



outlook* Both papers are the property of great mining houses. Both of then 

■h«»e4 throughout the strike, aa they have always In the m o t ,  that they place 

the personal interest* of their owners abcve thruthful reporting. Readers of 

this pamphlet will see that even in the court-case which arose from this strike, 

the aoettraoy of press reports waa proved to the hilt, by testimony fro* witnesses 

under oath.

Nevertheless, during the strike, the siloes became virtually concentration 

eampa, with miners locked in and outsiders locked out. No ordinary observer had 

any opportunity to observe what really ha pened. Even at the tins of writing 

it is almost impossible to get from the workers their version of what really 

wont on* Even when this information waa needed for the purpose of defence of 

those charged in court after the strike, the Chamber of Idinea refused to grant 

defenee attorneys access to compounds to interview witnesses. This pamphlet 

therofere, relies on press reports to tell the tale of those seven days. Biased

and hysterical as the press was, the real, inescapable facts of wanton police

'\
brutality employed to herd the slaves back to work is still elearly established.

80 Is established the discipline, patience ana heroism of the strikers, and the 

hysteria and panic mongery of the dally press.

A  careful reading of the reports of the "Star" and "Rand Dally Mail", them­

selves loaves one in doubt as to whether the reporters of those papers actually 

saw any of the incidents they described, except those whieh happened outside 

mine property. 2U I  other reports bear a confused and illogical appeerar.ee, as 

though they have been reported hot by trained observers but second hand by compound 

managers or Police officials. Only one reporter so far as wo are aware has 

definitely seen the events for himself. He Is Mr. Bob Crisp, i outh ;.frlcan 

correspondent of the Chlgago Tribune, ..hose position gave him entrance where less 

important figures were barred. He has since joined the People's Defence Fund which 

was for rod to provide relief for the Strike victims, legal aid for the people 

accused in trials arising from the Strike, and publicity to the events of the 

strike*

This pamphlet leaves much unsaid. Chiefly, it leuves unsaid the feelinga and 

the aspirations of those 100,000 men who carried through the strike in conditions 

mors customary in Hitler's Germany than in the civilised world today. It is 

nothing more than a record of eventa, and at that inadequate and unflniehed, 

because the events of the strike have started a chain of history in Soutn Africa

which/....*...*



which is Itself unfinished and without end.

Sens day this strike will reaeh its conclusion with the establishmsnt of a 

living wage for ell South African workers. Th&t will be the tine to assess 

eelaly, end sun tp ell the significance of it. That will be the tine when the 

olners strike of 1946, and the 100,000 who conducted it, will take their rightful 

pleee in the history of progress and liberation of South Africa.

JGHXKNESRJRG*

OCTOBSR, 1946,



It is cold on the hlghveld at 3 a.m. It was cold and clear 

at that hour on the 12th August. From hundreds of shaft-heads along 

the Reefy thousands of African miners poured back to their compounds, 

the night shift finished* Plodding tiredly alon through the dark, 

back the long road from shaft to compound, they passed other groups 

huddled together waiting for the cage to take them underground.

Early starters - 3 a.m. till 11 a.m. - the worst shift of the mines' 

24-hour day.

But on Sub-Nigel it was different on this morning. No early 

starters gathered at the shaft-head; no tattered Africans in 

hob-nailed boots waiting for the cage going down; no shivering, sleepy 

men pouring in to the shafts to replace the sweaty, exhausted men who 

poured out. Yes, 3 a.m. on August 12th was different at Vilest Springs. 

And at Modder HB", and Vlakfonteln, and Van Ryn, and Van Ryck, and 

New Kleinfontein.

It was like Christmas D*y or Good Friday. The workers 

streamed out and away, back to the compounds. The cages came up 

full and went down empty. The sound of voices and scraping boots died 

away from the shaft-head, and the cages came up empty, and did not go 

down. The great fly-wheels at the top of t e headgear turned slower 

and slower. And stopped. The pound and rumble of rock being ground 

to dust grew softer and softer, and died away. The lights went 

out in the crusher station. The coco-pans stopped suddenly in the 

course of their endless journey from mill to dump. An eerie 

silence settled over shafts.

The great mines strike had started.

Back in the compounds it was different. Between the high 

brick walls, in pools of light thrown from great naked floodlights, 

there was excitement, tenseness, anger. The hour of three had 

passed, and still the early starters had made no move. The 

midnight shift - 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. - was pouring back into the 

compound, deathly weary, icy cold in the winter night after being 

10,000 feet below.

No one slept. The early starters taut, anxious, waiting. The 

midnight shift talking, finding out, asking. Little groups
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gathering together - “This is the strike" - "The Strike" - 

"The Strike".

Only the compound managers working; phoning Johannesburg - 

"Send Police" - phoning the Native Affairs Department - "Send 

someond to do something" - phoning the General Manager - "The 

Kaffirs won*t work". Bounding up the private compound police - 

"Chase them out of their rooms". Speaking through loudspeakers - 

"Go to work now and nothing will happen. Stay away from work and 

you will be punished". Exhorting, threatening, cursing, 

striking with fists and kicking with boots - only the compound 

managers worked.

5 a.m. 7 a.m. All quiet on the mines. No wheels

turning, no crushers rumbling. In the towns, it was Monday.

Like all Mondays, flat and uninteresting. People hurrying to 

work, bought the "Rand Dally Mall" - saw the headline "Attempt to 

force Mine Strike", v.’hen the Stock Exchange opened at nine, there 

was a mild panic. Small Investors read the story - workers 

demanding 10/- a day minimum wage, calling general strike - 

reached for the phone, and told their brokers "Selll".

Lorries, filled with police, pulled out of Marshall Square 

all day, headed East and West along the Main Reef Road.

Wherever Africans gathered, there was only thing to talk 

about - the strike, the miners, ten shillings a day. Few of them 

read the "Mail" but by midday everyone knew it. 50,000 workers 

were out on strike! The biggest strike in the history of thk 

country! But in the towns, everything went on as usual - except at 

the Stock Exchange, and Police Headquarters.

From the “Rand Jaily Mail", Monday August 12th 1946s 

Several Injured in Skirmishes: Police Take Swift Action.

"Attempts were made last night at several mines on the 

Rand to prevent the native shifts from going on duty. Sv;ift 

action by mine officials and contingents of police, who had been 

standing by all day, resulted In the shifts going down for their 

normal duties.

A number of natives who were on their way to work



are believed to have been injured in skirmishes. The Police have 

made a few arrests, and many more arrests are expected*.••••••

At the City Deep.• ••••some of the agitators attempted to storm 

the main gates to the mine in an effort to prevent the natives from 

going on duty. The mine officials acted promptly, and policemen from 

Johannesburg were sent to the area to assist them. On the arrival 

of the police everything become quiet, but tie police cade an arrest.

......at Robinson Deep, a number of agitators, shouting insults

and catcalls, attempted to induce the miners to return to their 

compounds.

Once again the nine officials stepped in quickly, and soon 

had the backing of a strong force of policemen. The shift went on 

duty•••...

It is thought that yesterday*s trouble was a sequel to a 

meeting held a week ago on the Newtown Uarket Square, when 1,000 

natives agreed to call a general stride of ra tive mine workers on 

all Reef Mines. A number of meetings were held on various mines 

yesterday to confirm tkmtx. this decision.

The natives are demanding better conditions and an Increase 

in the daily wage to 10/.•••••••••"

The office of the African Mine Workers* Union, on the first 

?loor of a decrepit and shaky Arcade in Market Street, was closed 

and locked. All day, workers in blankets and in suits came in from 

the mines to see their Union leaders, and drifted from the closed 

office to the hall of the non-European Trade Union Courrffl. next 

door. Everyone wanted to see Marks; to report to Marks what was 

happening on his mine; to ask Marks what should be done next. But 

J.B. Marks, President of the Union, had been at Benoni since 3 a.m., 

with the workers who elected him to his position. The other Union 

organisers were out along the Reef.

The Johannesburg District Committee meets at 5*15 every 

Mon ay. Marks was missing when the Comralttee gathered At its 

offices in Progress Buildings. He was still, according to reports,

in Benoni.

4/..........



The members were grave. This was the most serious matter 

that had come before them In many years* The agenda was suspended 

to discuss it. There was no time for philosophy or long, Involved 

analysis. In the office next door, dozens of members of the Party 

were gathering, as their work ended for the day, waiting to hear 

what was expected of the?, and what was to be done.

There was a brief discussion. All the facts had been 

discussed exhaustively before, time and time again. A resolution was 

drafted, and adopted:

"The Johannesburg District Committee of the Communist Party 

expresses its full support for the action of the African Mine 

Workers' in striking for a minimum wage of ten shillings a day, and 

decent working conditions*

"We call upon all sections of the Labour Movement to 

express their fullest solidarity with the 300,000 African miners 

whose just demands are in accordance with the principles of 

democracy and the Interests of the country.

We demand that the Chamber of Mines and the Government 

take immediate steps to meet the leaders of the African Mine 

Workers’ Union in order to effect a settlement."

The meetings, usually continue till after 10 p.m. It was 

half past six when tfee resolution was taken. It was decided that 

the meeting adjourn till further notice. The members wilting 

outside were told of the resolution and asked to call at the 

Union office to volunteer their services in whatever capacity 

they were able. The secretary roped in a typist, hammering out 

copies of the resolution to be rushed out to the press.

Police drifted in and out of Rosenberg Arcade all day,

but the office remained locked until five o'clock, when Marks

returned. Later James Majoso, Union Secretary, arrived from the

West Rand. The office became a scene of activity. Leaflets to the

workers had to be prepared, tilling than to stay on strike and 
up

keep/their courage; calling on non-strikers to join in.

Volunteers had to be f ound to take the leaflets out to the mines 

at 3 a.m. Tuesday, when the shifts changed. Transport for the

volunteers; a news bulletin for the trade union movement and
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the press; an appeal for funds to all supporters; a loudspeaker 

to address the workers; paper9 Ink, stencils, typists*

The lights burned right through the night# The office filled 

with smoke; people stamped their feet to keep the bitter cold out*

At 2 a.m. cars began to gather outside Rosenberg Arcade, 

in response to the appeal. The drivers and the people the/ had 

gathered from the various townships, came up to the Mineworkers* 

Union office, crowded around the little fire in th corner, stamped 

their feet to keep warm, yawned. Harks and Uajoro were giving 

instructions, telling each driver where to go, arranging parties 

of distributors to take the leaflets, getting batches of 

leaflets into the cars, getting the cars off.

Careful instructions had to be given. Few of the people 

had ever worked on the mines; few knew the places to which 

they were jgxxgx going, or how to reach the workers. But all 

were told that the ideal time to catch the miners was at the 

time when the shifts were changing. Leaflets should be handed out 

to individuals at the nines; if the miners were willing to take 

them, batches should be given to them to be distributed inside 

the shafts and the compounds. If no one was to be seen, leaflets 

could be thrown over compound walls. No one said it, but all were 

aware that this work needed caution, and a sharp lookout for 

prowling police. Most of the Africans were dressed in blankets, 

looking like miners, disguised against the police, and protected 

against thecold.

By 2.30 a.m. the cars had left, each group going its own 

way, carrying European men and women, African men and women,

Indian men. In the Union office, work went on. The first issue 

of the daily "Strike Bulletin" was written, typed and duplicated. 

Stacks of the Bulletin stood on the tables ready for posting 

$0 the press, trade unions, skkx church bodies, women's 

associations, when work ceased at 4.30 a.m. and the few 

survivors stretched themselves out on the benches to catch some 

sleep.
0

And on the nines, all was still quiet. No violence, no

stone-throwing or breaking of compound windows. Little police 
action.



Trass The Stiu*. Brn sr, lnth.

"There Is &  total otor̂ tt ’o of twrk at est Springs, van Djpck,

Ten Hyn, Hew Ileinfanteia, Yitfefontein, Uodder "JP j end a partial stopa£• 

of ■ -ork at Brafcpaa , City Deep. Robinson Deep, Hoarse t'ineq, Sdb Kigol.

' Gten rally the na£iven am  lenalnln#; quietly la their oot* 'Ouaitf’ •

"ihe arrest of throe natives In oomeot&oR «4th the nlnr' stwike In the
/

lion ni Of'n resulted in a daaoattration of several thousand natives outride 

the rKn'̂ nl Police Static®.....Police ratnforcetents wera wont to Xonanl 

frcn other oratir's... .About 300 ~>olloo were a*senHLe& at the Police nation. 

Arned with rifle* and fijaed bayonets, they dispersed the nntlv*'n to their 

coerKxarls. There were a few rain or casoaltlos."

Stock ixchaase >po*t« aPrices easier Today*’ ,

2 a .ll^y » , /r p ^ l y , ^ .m a n t a s  *p ^ M e

Tram the "Hand Sally Mall* Taes<?«y Aarjttst 13thi

Hoa'ilinet "45,000 Halves «£rike at 11 laines. Police in Baton Chamo 

Dlnneree Benoni .

"Lnte last niifrt tiwr werw indications that farther oonntnwlo. wore 

likely to Join the strifes of mtive atnoworteere,. .enrly this naming.

* It 1« estimted that between 45,000 and 50,000 nr,tIvon on the Hand 

ore already on strike fear a dally «v s  of 1 0 /. and Improved woxfcixvf; 

conditions. VIeven «dnes are Involved. Sona hrvny dosed dona, bile 

others are only -partially affected.

....th e  strike is likely to spread.. . Strong police fotachront* ay© 

he'.xt'T sent oat to ^aacjr loots this norning to prevent this dcrrnhopmnt.

"At aboet 9 a .a . the Bencail Pelloe resolved a report, that a mooting 

of strike”* «as taking nlac« at the lew Tielnfcnt»dn Mlne...Inep<>ctor T»i* 

Loan, the Conowndlng Officer, and a p^rty. of 34 ^ellcr went to the snot.

There they arrested three nf the ^ticors .

" SOon after the police had returned to the bnrrndfcs. a I'vrgs (treed 

rstiaRted to xaaadrr 4,800 ffither-d natnlde.the police station and clanoarod

for the lnaedlate rel aee of the prisoners.

* ..District "amnandant of Police -dth the Natiw Coanlseloner for

BGQonl.. .addressed the natltes and trnpd then to return to their cm aanis, 

hat the mqueet was ignored.

. .Polios relnfarcemnts were sanncned hy telephone frcsj Johameihazg, 

QomAston. Bokubarg end later Pustoarla. In the aemtlan all anrnllahlo -olio* 

«t totalling 90. « * .  to f r « t  of tt. .Kaje,

______w , „  «*> « » » * "  * °
e * t « » .'l n  t « «  0*  th. Rlotoa. * « « « * “  “ *• **“
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yards a*Sy?attTB* wt!r^  *° th" eonwr..........sSout (jjtr.ty

"When reinforcements of about 200 police arrived, the 

strikers stl'.l showed no signs of dispersing. Major Coetzee then 

gave the order to charge. The police rushed the natives with batons, 

an the mob scattered.....•

"Three natives were injured and were taken to hospital.

Three of the alleged demonstrators were subsequently arrested."

“A 'Badd Dally Mail* representative who toured the area 

found the strikers treating the occasion as Sunday...They sat or 

lay about in blanketed groups, sunning themselves behind compound 

walls out of the wind. Others strolled along veld paths, smoking and 

talking........

'•The only signs of abnormal conditions were the lorry-loads 

of armed police arriving in the area from the training depot at 

Pretoria, from Johannesburg and elsewhere.

At Vlakfonteln, 20 natives w ho refused to work were 

arrested••..••• When night shifts prepared to go underground at 

several of the East Rand Mines last night attempts were made by 

fellow workers to intimidate them. The police, however, were on 

the spot, and made asveral arrests. Five natives were detained at 

Sout i African Lands, where as yet there had been no other sign 

of disaffection*

On State Mines«...police drove the malcontents back 

into their rooms, and order was restored*

The largest number of arrests was made at Springs Mine \No.l 

Compound, where 400 natives were rounded up. When they intimated 

they were willing to return to work, however, they were released.

At City Deep about 100 agitators had gathered near tie 

gates of the main compound.•••Police from Jeppe and Marshall Square.••
r

were hurried to the area. Some of the policemen formed up betwe n 

the agitators and the compound, while others crept secretly 

to the rear.

hen the agitators discovered the police behind them, they 

dashed forward into the arms of the other group of police, and 

struggled desperattey to escape. About 20 arrests were made*"
. r * • .

Editorial: "A foolish Strike". 7/........



" No newspaper in South Africa has regarded native 

aspirations more favourably than the 'Rand Dally Mail*, or been 

more insistent In Its pleas for a fair deal for the native 

population. It is precisely because of this sympathy, and because 

of our desire that the native should achieve a better position In 

the community that we have no hesitation in condemning this 

movement.•••••

The natives....emerging from barbarism to civilisation, do 

not know which way to turn.... These simple people have as a 

leader the Intemperate Mr. Marx, with his wild speeches and absurd 

demands; and his associates many of whom are closely connected with 

the Communists. These people have now led th; natives into one of

the most foolish strikes we can remember..........

Stock Exchange Report* "1he immediate effect of the news of the 

strike was to dry up the demand for sharea...... A number of

jobbers took the opportunity to "bear" a few selected counters.

Headling* "Mine Strike Discussed by Cabinet",

"The Prime Minister, General Smuts, presided over a full 

meeting of the Cabinet at ; nion Buildln s yesterday afternoon.

The meeting was not called because of the strike of nAtlve 

mine workers, but It is understood that the matter was discussed."

Those who read the last item grew fearful. The record of 

the Prime Minister in dealing with strikes - 1922 General Strike of 

European miners on the Hand - and his oft-expressed policy of 'letting 

things develop, and then crushing than' is something that no-one 

deeply involved in the organisation of the strile could forget or 

overlook, tfhen the “Daily Mall" appeared on the streets shortly 

after 5 a.m. on Tue day morning, there had been little news of 

police violence on bloodier lines than is usual in a strike of 

African workers.

But the cabinet had met. The Prime Minister had discussed and 

formulated a policy to deal with the situation. Those who remembered 

the past of the man, the policy of his colleagues, read the item

with fear. Not without reason*
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Tuesday morning, the police intimidation, and the

police illegality xtxxx started in earnest. The Cabinet 

had brought its batons and its bayonets to the aid of the 

mining magnates, and the stock-exchange gamblers.
* • »

At 8,30 a.m. nlsiin-clothes detectives oraed with a senrch ur'iint,

Inrat Into the officii of the African Min© Tjoxfcora' Union. J«B. ll-irtcs, 

tired and hoary from thirty hoon sfc-uribroicen woric. was still In the office. 

?he detectives rsed threiy î every docuasnt In the olac©, w asrd  Inma So.

1 of th<> Union1* •Strike Bulletin*, all the Union'* hock* find aaribersht~> 

records? every docuaant they could find; oackagas of leaflet* to the 

wlners. Three other eeorsla fowd In the office at the tine - T9dwin 

Kofntsanyawa ®d Ahner Kunene, editor and business Manager of the African 

orppn <* the Conxmidt P«rty, Inkululekc, and two xaion organisers, wtm 

trfcen to Unr^all Swuare Ho questioning* and held for over two h ^ .

In the terms, silence, Coonoonda, all tatdmr araed -nollce gonrd* ver^ 

•v-aled off from the out,wide norld; no cos was alload in; no one w  

allowed out; no telephone** no telegraph. Inch corrocnd becntae a (j Jed 

fortress, fi/£rtin* the battle aithout aesistance, without knowledge of 

arvg happening on other nines.

At taldday, reor«e©ntatfvw<i of every mflk^orooean trade anion an the 

Re*f gathered at Roseoh^rg Arcade. in the office* of the non-£rG~>enn 

03 *1*211 of Trade Union*. An urgent ■eeting, to discus* steu* to V- ti 

the trade union mv̂ taont to aid the miner*. In the chair, J.B . Maxtn* 

elected Pr'̂ fient tf the Council. T’ho roettnfr rarfbled; no line of noliey 

was TMfc forward by the TSwmtivej delegate* called for •ruction* without 

specifying hat.action. 'Tie neeting adjourned for lunch without • decision.

At 3 t>*». still no decision. falk had cow round to a m m ?*tlon of 

a general strike in all industries* in «ar>iort of the rine'rs, *nd for a 

national tdninrai wage of 10/- n©r day. This was the ncnant the -nolle© $hose to
\

bnrst into the neeting. and arrest J.B. IS-irtts from the Chairarsi,*s seat. \

Tto effect aae electrie. Delegates who hid hesitated, colled for the 

gon^ral strike. A ananinou- rote was tsflesn in favour. A tiae liait ms set

*■ ..to oonosace within foarty-eifljbt houra’’, a General strike Somittf*© of 

nine w n  el^ctod. with Hr. Janos Philips. Treaeerer of the non-Saroyan 

Cooaeil of 7r»ie flhloa* and Presitsnt of the Nr. .2 (Cclenrw A Indian) Branch



of the RfS-nant ifoifcers* Union &n U r Chfiiroan. At 5 p*m. the w»etim; 

c^ctimed*

Agedn, tho "tnevoarfov s 1 Union mchin°ry #©t ’bury. 4^ain thoaoaa^B 

of l-flets for tho \?oaffc« •* volmfcers to trte thoas oat to tSr risn itt 

3 ft.n» cs.pb. drivers, typtsft-:. Bat the tSslen Office oonld not bs rased. It 

«&** ̂ ôd̂ ar pgflioa observation all nirfct * The w»t cn in Siffovmt 

in tho City. Plain clothes iotfjctivro hary; abo'-'t Ppfltsjpn-jii Ita'liiwr , "rtsem 

&?r sita*5.to& the offices of tho Johr®no*bnrfc 30t3nanlit Party snS the rr̂ cnj 

"Tnfko’c* ttntm*

Froa "The 5t«f*, Tuo-j<iay '-urn^ 13th*

'It la tho a^inica of obsr̂ rro s that the great nr^ority of the 

ofcrtJc rs are seudous to return to tsojk,
n
The afines oc ehioh thmr- is a eespleto stopgwgg t«dn>y aro VrJft

*«.

Oyde* Vnn t?yn, Tlakfoctein. M©d&er **F 4*1- totally storped the jjaarfiCTSs usy) 

na& 3ra2rpoa, City Deep a*i H'nrse Mines (all stopped th» p^’Siotw

4-<y); ?tad Harlanr-ile (rfiore the« ran no stoops'?* th* Tv^vinn^ 'ley)#

"Ther^ han boon a ̂ rtial m t a m  to ŵrtr at K«t Kleinf ostein, *Hib 

and tent Springs (all totally ^tepp^d pTMrionsily). Bobin*on 9een is 

still partially ’itorpefl aesi Rinrasr and iwrk awl Hsoe Heap («iiero thoro wckp<? 

no st-rrwyses psmrionely) are also -partially, stoopsd. *A h«n31*il of mtiTes 

pent m  strike nt r>nllles alne this warn In*... An itterapt dr*'*jrihwi as KHilf- 

beart-*#' ss-.s nft'io to •'idcet the sh*ft he^l at Qqrernwent Arena rdno last 

nirfct cad the shifts wi*1 ln*e tv*ir iwrnin*%*

'‘Police '5»xrortirj? na^tm? to work a* the Be’-ty Shaft of the 3ub 

KSnr ,pere attacked ty 1,500 strike s this fsornitv;......

"tSveread poli e sorrmmdsd tho strikers In an at’aapt to aisoosr** 

tSmrn tofwds octs-oasd bat tl*» n-tiron Vipm to oolt tho Tsolise rith 

rttcnes -nickefl. ap fro* the e^bankmat. Xt k m  at thU «t«ip th;t some polios 

wsr^ injured#

"Armed noliee shn w-'ra st̂ mdin,' soan <Ustaaoo a»ay, intormod to 

rascoa thslr ©owrafltes. fhey enerod f|r® on the striker, r&dsixu* thalr 

tasr^ts an4 si* n'»-tirê  irer® woanaa4,

"fha strikers dro^rad their veapctas -md orvia a ruel' for tho com'zz&L. It saa 

nt the <y te?ay thst the nntiv^s 'werp tmrrlod to death....... .

•Tho police aare foafood to open fire ito seliVSafanoe* a police
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official told “The Stai*. ‘’and six natives were wcnmdod. Hone was 1tr. llod 

■&5T rifle tire. SI* other native* ser- crushed to death by their car triot* 

Six tho ensuing rvfflie."
_____ «

' rh<*i th*> m i  scene m s  visited by the ropr><mtativo of Thf’ 8ta** 

at 11 o'clock. tho natives at thl« coenamid h»l already decided to n t m  

to wodc,

?>© tho ncrd'T m «  not In vain. *The nativ«n had Alrond^ dec*id»d to 

^ + u m  to aojfc*. The Sto^c ^whangs ilwtod tm h^trt v^ln, rsri 

~nn'Vi3jvtarm and coupon clipper* « p  that there was no need for enlc* 

tortf *eold rot let the natives gst mmr fdth It.

'tock ’’tdvflfr' Tf«nort| *35e*n4te thr native idfcwr strike derelopmats the 

n'jrfcet wes «t subjected ta Airthor heavy selling on High *0!u*V7> this 

notnrtng. In feet, fr a ^  1^9?^  at the loner londi appeared crswimj 

a <**011 r’coseiy........*

At 5 n*n« the C0«nuni*?t Party Diafefict OosarAtteo cat at Progress 

Bfflldin/̂ u Hnrael arrived with a repos* of the proceedings of the 

iweting at Dosenberg Arcade ealller in. the iay, widch be lad at loaded 

in his cacvwiity aa ‘Guardian* reporter. The Coanittae decided to sic 

for representation on tho «trtfce c^ritteo, and appointed Hamal and 

Sdwin MofutsenyHita m  its reors I'tttattres. If the pro-<©eal was accepted*

PI in alothes detectives were hmgtng about the bonding all eronlng.

Again the wxrtr started in a do-sen different spots, typing gtenclls, 

'ixinli citing leaflets. -phoning oar ’w w n ,  arranging dtntribwtom. By 

2.35 In the owning, c-ors be#soi to assesfcle. Sal TcHe end Vundhla, 

:jr/̂r.4.s*rg of the Union, had the plan already woafced outj lists of nines 

wfcioh htd to get the leaflets. Another <diert t$Ut **i* given on how to do 

the ôh, and the o a ts  slid aweor into the night*

Host of the peoole who went oat I M  night had be« up all tho 

night before, and had woA e d the Dhole day in their Jobs* All of then knew 

that the nltftt hofo*w people ongnes*d m  the nam errsnd had been arrested, 

all along the Beef. But the oars ■went out. aad the great pdl^e of leaflets 

^ro&ieed oarlior in the ni^ht. dwindled away until they were flni<hel.

After they had gone, worte started ag-'in on the strike billet in. 

Issue IV). 1 had bean solved entirely by the police, before it h»l been

* * * * *  °*lly COt,y ** ®*1 stone0 Wos at the office of the R’nd 1Vdly



Mail", it had teen ytnA tgr haul the zitifit Vrfore, in tine to c:tch

*-.ho -*aper before it vent to ppsw. An attrjfitive yjvag girl went to the 

"DnAly Mail" office, *sri isheodled the copy tron at* at the reporter*, sad 

o^iod it oat* Doris/? tho eutiy hoars of the nomine, txx man eyoj sew 

clô inf; Tith fatigue, Iitc* Ho* 1 of the Bulletin va« retyped, rodxqaiieated 

Z 3̂ 109 1Tg« 5 wn* writ tea, typad* dcnlic-tad, 1000 eo<4es stood rrv*iy 

for folding routing \t J a.n. tho foll^^ing naming, ad by 8 n*£j* 

on ''r*dr»<*isdsor. Tc-luateeys hal dcno the Job, cod the feting wan oaopleco.
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TOimSDAY. AUGUST 14.

Something new entered the strike, entered the whole history 

of strikes of native workers in South Africa.

From the Rand Daily Malls Wednesday, August 14th.

"On Monday, the workers of No. 1 shaft (City Deep) after being 

driven out of their compound, went underground where they held a 

"sit-down*' strike."

From the Rand Dally Mailt

"The Prime Minister, General J.C. Smuts h&3 appointed a Cabinet 

Sub-Committee to deal with the Native mineworkers strike.

The Committee consists of the Minister of Mines, Mr. S.F. 

Waterson; the Minister of Labour, Dr. Colin Steyn; the Minister of 

Justice, Mr. H.G. Lawrence; and the Minister of Native Affairs,

Major Piet van der Byl.

The Government is giving urgent attention to the strike. The 

cabinet sub-committee was in communication throughout yesterday 

with the mine owners and also with the native mineworkers through 

the Native Commissioners of the Department of Native Affairs."

The police terror really started. All pretence that the police 

were only maintAlning law and order, or protecting private property 

ceased. In police uniform and under cabinet direction, strike 

breaking, herding of slaves to work and Gestapo brutality flared 

up all along the Reef.

From the Rand Dally Mails

"Hundreds of policemen with drawn batons fought the native 

strikers at the Robinson Deep and Nourse Mines at 6.20 a.m. when 

they refused to go to work.

During the night the strikers were told that they were expected 

to go on shift. But they refused and took up so threatening an 

attitude towards the mine officials that the police were called in. 

About 320 policemen were sent to Nourse Mines.

On entering the compound stones and other missiles were thrown 

at the police and a fight took place.

Simultaneously 290 police under the Comand of Captain J.A. 

TaiUard were sent to the Chris shaft of the Robinson Deep Mine, 

where they were also Involved in a fight with the strikers. A 

baton charge was made into the rooms in the compound and within a



few minutes hundreds of natives streamed out* They formed up, 

however and stoned the police, who charged again and scattered tnem.

At Nourse Mines the police had to baton charge against 700 

Shangaans who changed their minds after setting our for the shaft and 

tried to return to the compound.

In the meantime 2,000 Basutos armed with sticks and other 

weapons booed the police and threatened to fight."

Under a four-column banner headline **4,000 STRIKERS TRY TO 

MARCH ON JOHANNESBURG?" "Armed with choppers, iron bars, knives and 

an assortment of other dangerous weapons, 4,000 strikers forming 

a six-mile-long procession, attempted to march on Johannesburg 

from West Springs yesterday afternoon.

They were intercepted bji the police near Brakpan. When they 

refused to turn back they were attacked by the police. Three of 

them were seriously injured and scores received minor injuries. ....

The purpose of tne march is not known. •••••• All available

policemen on the East Rand and in Johannesburg were ordered to 

intercept them on the way and frive them back to their compounds.

compounds. They Ignored the order and, adopting a threatening 

attitude, forced their way forward.

The police placed cordons on wither side of the road leaving the 

road free for normal traffic* The strikers sat down and there were y* 

catcalls and threats. Then acting on Instruction from Pretoria, the 

police drew their batons and charged.

The main group of strikers took to their heels ••••• The police 

followed up their advantage, aid fanning out, drove the natives back

along the Springs Road. Ambulances were summoned and within a short; 

while a considerable area had been cleared. ••••• Reports were 

received that the natives were making straight for their compounds 

and had deftided to return to work.

From the Rand Dally ttail:

"Strikers yesterday clashcd with the police at the Betty Shaft of 

the Sub Nigel Mine. •••••• the air became so thick with flying stones

that tne armed policemen were ordered forward. They fired 12 rounds ,

the natives were ordered to s top and return to t heir



selecting Individual targets. Eight natives were struck by bullets* 

Panic immediately ensued amongst the strikers* They fled 

towards the compound gates, and it was at this stage that four were 

trampled to death. Eighty-three were slightly injured.

Shortly afterwards, it was found that all the natives, irres­

pective of their shift wished to go underground. The cages worked 

overtime to lower them*"

The killing had not been in vain* The cages worked overtime, 

bringing down the slaves, bringing up the gold-bearing rock.

Headline: "Communists are among forces behind strikes."

"The forces behind the strike are now becoming apparent* 

Prominent among them is the Communist Party. The Johannesburg 

District Committee yesterday expressed its full support of the 

actions of tne African Mineworkers Union in calling the strike,

and called on the Labout Movement as a whole to do likewise.... •"

Wednesday, August 14th - third day of the strike* Alongside 

the headline "Communists are among forces behind Strikes" the 

Dally Mail changed Its spelling of J.B. Marks to 'Marx'* Readers 

rushing to phone their brokers skivered slightly at the sinister, 

foreign sounding name - thought of the 'Communist Manifesto' - 

•Workers of all lands unite 1 You have nothing to lose but your 

chains 1 You hava a world to win*'

More organisations rallied to the support of the workers*

From a meeting in Durban's 'Resistance Hall', scene of many a send 

off to Passive Reslsters on their way to gaol in protest at the 

Ghetto Act, came news of £100 for strike funds collected from the 

Indian community* From the Passive Resistance Council of the 

Transvaal Indian Congress came a resolution of full support* From 

the South African Federation of Progressive Students, with head­

quarters at the Witwatersrand University, came a circular to members 

of the public pleading for money to aid the strikers* Mrs* Margaret 

Ballinger M.P* and Senator Basner, both native representatives, 

walled at the South African Trades and Labour Council Offices to 

protest at the raid on the African Mine Workers Union Office, and 

to cfemand aid from the European Trade Unions for the strikers.
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Senator Basner sent a telegram to the Prime Minister, contra­

dicting the statement that the recommendations of the Lansdowne 

Commission had been "carried out practically In full? The 

Government was well aware that tne recommendations had not been 

carried out. It was totally incorrect to claim tlv»t the strike 

had been caused by agitators. Mrs. Margaret Ballinger, M.P. sent 

a similar telegram. Both were shocked that General Smuts was "not 

Andully concerned" at the death of six African workers, and the 

injury sustained by 400 more.

The Rand Daily Mail fanned tne flames of panic among the 

stock-market gamblers, and the coupon clippers, egged on the Govern­

ment and the police to new brutality and excesses. Its editorial, 

carried the headline "Strikers in Arms."

"Two days of the native mine strike show some natives dead; 

many injured; some policemen Injured; None of the organisers of the 

strike, or of the European Communists who are supporting it, has 

sofkr been killed or injured."

No word of regret for the deaths here; only regret that death 

has not been extended far enough, and has not overtaken 'organisers' 

or European Communists.

"It has been proved that this is hot a labour dispute In the 

ordinary sense of the term. It Is more like a war..........

"We do not see wh*t else could have been expected. The mine

natives are as raw as any to be found in Africa. .... . How can

such people know anything of trade union procedure or the orderly

conduct of strikes? ........

"We should like the average Johannesburg citizen to consider 

what would have happened if those four thousand natives from Springs, 

all of them armed with some weapon or other, had not been Intercepted 

by the police, who, incidentally, deserve the gratitude of the 

public for their courageous and skilful behavious in this difficult 

affair. The city might not have presented a very pretty picture.



(The strikers sat d o w n ....... Then, acting on

instructions fran Pretoria, the police drew their 

batons abd charged* No mention here that 4,000 

men were stretched over six miles - a straggle 

of one man every two-and-a-half yards, dressed 

up by the press like Hitler's march on Pa±ls.)

"We also hope the Cabinet sub-committee which is handling the 

matter will not be weak in dealing with iti ••••• If there is 

weakness now there will be much worse trouble later...... "

The mining magnates, from their offices in Hew York and London, 

from their armchairs at the Rand Club and their Offices At Corner 

House, had spoken.

From the Mailt Wednesday, August, 14£h.

Bob Connolly's cartoon shows an African miner walking forward 

a glowing bowl in the sky, labelled ten shillings a day, his arms 

•utstretched towards the bowl while his feet totter a t the edge 

of a precipice. An agitator Is pushing him over the edge, into the 

dark depths below, labelled 'Chaos'. Caption:'The situation at a 

glance.'

Wednesday, August 14ths

In the Johannesburg magistrates court, 62 African mlneworkers 

appeared charged with contravening Section 19 of the Native Lbour 

Regulation Act., by refusing to commence work on the mines the day kat 

before. They were remanded to August 28th, and ball was fixed at 

£1 each on condition of good behaviour - that is to say, on 

condition that they returned to work and did not continue the 

offence.

After them appreared J.B. Marks, Benny Sischy, Meshack Motogal 

and Heratlus Mabandla, all charged under the riotous Assemblies 

Act with having incited native mlneworkers to strike. They were 

\ all remanded to August 22nd.

Opposing the application made by the defense for bail, the 

prosecutor, Mr. Vermooten said that Hanks' release would prejudice 

the police investigation, and be tantamount to allowing Marks once 

again to participate in what the crown alleged a crime. Marks, 

he said, was President of the African Mlneworkers Union, which had



issued a leaflet calling the miners out on strike. Fifty thousand 

miners had already responded, and it was believed that attempts 

would be made that day to get the other two-hundred-and-fifty 

thousand to join them.

Mrl Levitan, solicitor for the defence, said that the police
*

had raided the office of the Union the day before and seized all the 

documents tnere were. The police, therefore, already had any evidence 

there might be. As President of the Union, Marks had the right to 

participate in the dicision of this perfectly legal body. Nor could 

he be blamed, as the Prosecutor Implied, for the clashes between 

workers and the police. Information showed that the police were 

responsible.

Marks was a South African citizen, entitled to bail. There was 

not the remotest possibility of his not being available for examina­

tion when wanted. He had been available all the previous day, and 

when the police wanted to arrest him, they found him.

In all cases,the magistrate refused bail, but said the nen 

could apply again for bail when the police investigationswere 

completed.

All four were taken back to the 'awaiting trial' section of 

the cells at marshall Square,

Mahomed Ismail Banla Yussuf Doodah, Abraham Manala and Hosea 

Tshehla appeared before the magistrate in KrugersdOrp, charged 

under the Riotous Assemblies Act with hawing Incited mineworkers 

to s tay away from work. Three were released on bail of £10 each, 

but Hosea Tshefcla was taken back In the pick-up van, to the cells.

Twenty Africans, employed on the Witwatersrand Gold Mine, 

appeared in the Germiston Magistrates court, charged with failing 

to go underground when ordered to do so by their compound manager,

Mr. Gernetzky.

Mr. Gernetzky, in evidence, said that when he asked the natives 

why they would not go underground, they said thay wanted 10/- a day.

He told them that they would be arrested if they did not go down.

They replied that they would prefer to be arrested.

The magistrate said he was prepared to take Into account that 

the accused and the other natives had probably been misled by 

j f g w W W W M B H B w i aslitai LfPS wtwawsiom m  c ___________________________________________________
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Irresponsible agitators and people with evil Intentions. He reminded 

them that they were given free food,, a beer ration and free medical 

attention by tho mine, and that they had been perfectly satisfied 

until pamphlets had been issued to them. 19 pleaded guilty, and at 

the request of the mine management their contracts were candled.

On who pleaded not guilty, and whose contract had expired, was 

cauthlone dna discharged.

A further fifty-three African workers from Simmer and Jack then 

pleaded guilty to the iame offince. Their contracts were also can­

celled,and the magistrate said it would be for themselves and the 

mine management to decide whether they returned to work or not.

In the afternoon, officials of the non-European Trade Union, 

representatives of the African National Congress and other African 

bodies, assembled at Bosenberg Arcade in the offices of the Council 

of non}European Trade Unions. James Phillips was in the Chair. The 

meeting, he explained, had beenaalled to meet a deputation from the 

Johannesburg City Council to discuss the maintenance of essential 

services during the general strike. Councillors McPherson, Welnbrenn, 

and Legum were present. They were asked to state their case.

They appealed to the meeting to keep essential services running 

during the strike, in order to avoid outbreaks of disease and unnece4 y 

ssary suffering for the people. After a long debate, the meeting 

agreed in principle to keep essential services going, the issue now 

turned on what constituted "essential services". Water supply wqs
I

easily agreed upon. There was a debate on sanitation, and it was 

finally agreed that hospital services as distinct from cleaning 

would be maintained. Councillor Welnbrenn, Chairman of the Municipal 

Water, Light and Gas Committee, appealed for the maintenance of 

electric power. "Think, gentlemen," he said, "what would happen if 

tomorrow morning your wifw gets up and wants to make a cup of tea 

for the family. She plugs in the kettle, but there is no power."

As soon as he had finished his appeal, well inter-larded with references 

to his activities ten years ago to organise African trade unions an 

African trade unionist jumped to his feet. He had only one question 

to put to the representatives of the City Council. "How many houses 

built by the City Council for Africans were wired for electricity?"



There was no reply* The meeting voted overwhelmingly against main­

taining the power supply.

From the "Star" - Wednesday August 14th*

"General Smuts told the Transvaal Head Committee of the United 

Party in Pretoria today that he was not unduly concerned overt Shat 

was happening on the Wltwatersrand Gold Mines today, because the 

strike was not caused by legitimate grievances but by agitators. The 

Government would take steps to see that these matters were put right.

....  The agitators were trying to lead the natives and the country

to destruction./ The agitators secretly distributed pamphlets, and 

incited the natives* The natives had to be protected from these 

people*"

"General Smuts daid that a few years ago the Lansdovm Caranission 

fully investigated the working conditions and wages of the native 

mine workers, and the recommendatioiB of the Commission were carried 

out practically in full by the Government*

"4,000 - 5,000 strikers coning from Sinner and Jack to 

Johannesburg were dispursed by police this norning* 800 later told t 

the police they were prepared to go back to work*"

The Stock Exchange! "The market was less firm at opening this 

morning*"

Visions of Karl Marx over Johannesburg, and the ’March* on tie 

cities had caused a minor panic* But there was no panic outside 

the brokers offices*

In the Native Representative Council, the Government sponsored 

•Advisory Parliament* of the African people, there was no panic*

From tfae Star* "Councillor Mosaka gave notice of motion *That 

the chairman makes an official statement on the events leading up 

to the present disturbance on the gold mines of the Witwatersrand; 

the number of mines and laboureres affected; extent and nature of the 

disturbances; including the number of persons killed, injured or 

arrested; the steps which the Government is taking to deal with the 

situation; and whether any negotiations have been entered Into with 

the African Mine Workers Union with a view to the settlement of the 

strike, and if not why not,*

"The Chairman, Undersecretary for Native Affairs, Mr. F. Rodseth,
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