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kt'POftT of ike S E( O N  D NAT S O N  At 
C O N F E R E N C E  of the F£ DE R A T I O N  O F  
6 0 U T W  A F R I C A N  W O M E N - a ^ ^

In April, 19*34, the first National Conference of Wooer, of all races waa held 

in Johannesburg, am  the Federation cf South African Women was established. This 

Conference was a greit landmark in the development of wonen’s organisations and 

activities, for it was the first time that the women of different races in South 

Africa came together completely as equals, determined to w >rtc together as women, 

regardless of race,- colour or nationality, for their rights as women *nd for the 

protection of tneir children.

150 women attended this Conference, many travelling hundreds of miles from 
the small, scattered towns and districts of our country.

1

And two years later, in August, 1956, the second National Conference of Womon 

wa6 held, organised by the Federation of South African Women. . . . ar organisation 

now known throughout South Africa. And three timer* a? many women as attended the 

first Conference - 450 of them - same to this Conference, travelling great distances 

at real personal sacrifice to take part in the conference of th*ir Fjuorati^n. .

The Conference wes held juat after the mighty demonstration of women to 

Pretoria, and the same spirit that made the Pretoria demonstration such an over­

whelming success was felt throughout the conference: a great determination to 

fight against slavery and oppression; to achieve fundamental rights to freedom, 

justice, security} to remain united, as women* regardless of the difficulties 

and bitter divisions th^t are placed in our way.

.mo years have 3hown us how essential it is for there to be such a Federation 

uniting women and strengthening the v=ry organisations which it mites. Conference 

heard many moving speeches, and adopted a Constitution, stating that the aims and 

objects of the Feneration snail be:-

to bring together the women of Liouth Africa, to secure full 

equality of opportunity fcr all wore: , regardless of race, 

colour or creed; to remove social ar.d legal and economic 

disabilities; to work for the protection of the women and 
children of our land.

T; 'federation is 5 pen tr- orgnnisat:ons, *r organised groups of w-:men, rfjbc 

any affiliate *0 it. Its strength rests imGng the < r,-ranised women f all sections; 

its vitality depends on the women of South Africa, n.wly awakening to their own 

strength and capabilities: its future is the future r f c j country - « futur* 

psved with difficulties, yet bearing tremendous procise of real happiness !02 
vv .ry 'single person. For n.w that the * ^ e n  ar» orf-m: ■ .ng witv ev**r-ir; rearing 

strength and determination, what force in' the world \:chty enot.'h t< :t. p oar 

united unrch forward to trua frec-fdoE, justice, equality of rights tr.d orportuni­
ties for all? .
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WUMj-.H'S in t e r n a t io n a l  d e m o c r a t ic

FEDERATION

sent greetings in the name of 200 mill­

ion women which the international 

Federation represents.

—- A^I- _ y w .

ALL CHINA DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S 

FEDERATION.

"Congratulations!" read this cable from 

Peking. ‘’Wish you still greater Buccess- 

u3 in cause of democratic rights, remov­

al of racial discrimination, for women's 

and children'3 rights and for friendship 

among peoples throughout world."

___ /Vi--

NIGLh IAN a OMEN

cabled their congratulations and wishes

for ■* successful conference.

fYv_ _____ /W_
UNION' !j? ITALIAN WOMEN

A letter of greetings from the Union 

of Italian Women spoke botn of our 
struggles and theirs to achieve real 

emancipation for women. They wished 

the confcr-.-nce great success, and 

said:

Long live the friendship and 

unity of all women of the world!

Lcr.g live ti..> Conference of 

do'i'.i ^I’rifvin Women!

/V .

THE OF CANADIAN WOMEN

"May you ht»ve a truly gr^at 4 wonder­

ful Conference," wrote the Canadian 

omen, "and a future that will bring 

yc much happiness to h11."

UNION OF AUSTRALIAN WOMEN

"We have come to learn a little of 

the courageous struggle of your 
members against racial discrimination, 

wrote the Secretary of the Union of 
Australian Women. "Dear sisters, we 

In Australia are proud to acknow­

ledge bonds of peace, friendship and 

understanding, which unite us firmly 

together in our joint efforts to 

create a happier world for humanity!!

__/rv\_________/vVn_______ On
THE KTJH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA.

Th*s High Conmissioner of India (in 

London) sent her best wishes for 

the success of our Conference, and 

tk guested th/it her cordial greetings 

be conveyed to all participants in 

the Conference.

"Mrs. Panait . . .  will watch with 
keen interest the progress of your 

Federation townrds the Achievement 

of social and economic equality and 

welfare of the women of South 

Africa," read the letter.

A v I ________l iK-\—

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 'OF WOMEN 

( ENGLANd T

"Wo unanimously agreed to 3end you a 

message of greetings and good wishes.

"We know c f your valiant struggle 
against racial discrimination, pe3s 

laws for women, and the Bantu Educ­

ation Act, and we snow sor< thing of 

the vtry great difficultios ir. your 

country. We greatly gdiLire the st'-’.d 

you are making, ind send you our v°.r 

good wishes and every er.c-~•iragefccnt 

in your work."

------- v-
■■u, ..

------ ------ _— ---------------- ..... .
_____ ..____—-- 2—--- —

, '{ A e /  '^C-5 'ytc'-f S> o n  JDt'js S f  7V- S' /JOr-r
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T h z  C o ^ & r e 'X Z . cp esy &J ^  

W o m e n  S /n y /n c ) t o n j s  <?/'/r&&/e> rr7.

SPEECH of Mrs I WGOYI, 
OPENING -UieCOHFERENd 
’ O R G A N I C  And  U N ' T f / "

Mrs. Mary Randa in the Chair cel xod on 

Mrs. Lilian Ngoyi, President of the 

African National Congress Women's League, 

Vice-President of the Women13 F&neration 

and Chairwoman of the Transvaal Region 

of the Federation, to ope-n Conference.

»W yi 3aid:

Greeting the women in the- nar.e of 

the Federati on, Mrs. Ngoyi 3aid that 

the time for mourning tod passed and the 

time for action had come. The Federation 

had played a great part in bringing 

about increased activity of wcr r;, and 

its work had strengthened, net weakened, 

other women's organisations, such as the 

Women's League of the African "ational 

Congress.

Through the Federatioi. wo.-n of all 

races car. come together in friendship, 

love and respect. Here we sit in harmony, 

Africans, Indians, Coloureds, Europeans, 

is not this in itself a tremendous b:'jw 

to Strijdom and Vcrvoord ar i all the 

Nationalists stand for?

The Federation also helps us est­

ablish links with women of other 

countries. Woaren everywhere want the some­

things, ar.d fight world-wide campaigns 

for education, for culture, fv : recreat­

ion and happiness for their children.

Our Federation is a link with women in 

other farts of Africa, part of the fight 

to lift not just ourselve;;, ut the' 

whole African cor.t .nent ut r iLliter-

-ackw. rdnes i , Jis«fts». .r.: •.'■.rusr.ip 

tcwards ’ new icvcl of ■Jevaj.opr>_.rt.

Thu resident spok-- <> LU ;>r;dc uf
♦ r.e {-ru' - dc-ciohstr-'ition of A  .000 women

f w l l M R  M O *  O Y £ # $ £ A d

THt DEMOCRATI" WQKEN'S COKMITTLR OF THE 
MJMAN1AN PLCPLS.-1 HEPV?: .

"Heartfelt greetings," read thi3 cable. 

"Rumanian Weaken follow with great interest 

and sympathy your struggle against racial 
discrimination and for a free and happier 

life for peace. We are confident that 

Congress will be step forward in reaching 

noble aims you are animated by...we wish 

you great success ...."

HAY WATERMAN. LONDON. ENGLAND.

sent greetings as a working woman, as a 

mother, and as a Jewish woman who felt 

with all her heart our struggles to end 

race discrimination.

MORE MtSbaGati ON OTHER PAGES.

to Pretoria two days ago, in wnich women 

of all races had joined together, inspired 
by their determination to resist the 

slavery of passes. The futui-e of African 

unfolded before her eyes when she saw the 

courage and discipline and aotermination 

of the women.

Yet this mignty demonstration only 

touched the fringes of the women of South 

Africa. Thousands, hundreds of thousands, 

Know nothing of our organisation. In the 

reserves, on the countryside, on farms and 
countless tiny dorps, our-message had not 

yet been received. All th^p'’ women /now .s 

thit their lives are hard; that they w rk 

endlessly and get j : ‘.tle in return. They 
know famine, hunger, poverty, ignorance. 

They know their homes are broken by migrant 

labour. They knew that somewhere a better 

life i uct await their children.

To tn<ise women, too, must gr the 

ititissagte of o’ir organisation. We should try 

to promoto conferences of country women,

to organise thor.- into associations.
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u . , on „ Hlliv the thousands of Indian women in their hon^a who loaa

X 'T n ^  A  i ^ r A T o U a ^ t i n ,

the fact that apartheid and white supreaacy is a lie^.

~ r s  i “ ;  « « T i r s . » = -

ing the pamphlet ’Women in chains.

But th. W e s t  battle. U J  £ a d  ”  ™  " S  ^ J u l d ' ^ i u T /  

oarr), * »  t~ott. Our job is hard
tricked, fooled or .r. ixuda Are« house hy house, street by street.

t » « hi° * M d o r|!,n ‘ a ‘ ' :  " i . ...... .. rJ-...if„ t  the p>..»
l*.t owr _•»>»> twfr &-.. K .— -m— —- - ■ i . Y ■ ' “ nf t>.f> t.o-«m3« rnrr.:i tteos undertaking

S  «  S S S  «  the governjiient *

wn,.-i tfc*y attack as.

W/ A fDOf OM6/IVS6  ■ ■ ■

h£m to future sener tlons - without over tennc a war.
----- - o „„ ,h .fries -ust loin with w een  of the world jr. de.umd.ing,

■ ■ ^  to .to^bonb exEsri^nts  and outlawing of wer between nations.

Lrt us sink our persona! differences and ^ u r e  every “ S o p i t e

whether or not it helps our cause as w . ^  patient of others, but im-

with others who have “ *t ait ^  wait aa the years go by and
patient of the future. We are not ^ i n g  , our lives. We are going to Bake 

our children grow up for somemira ourselves, for the sake of our

those changes - mw - tomorrow. P 3outh African women th*t will, to-

rhildren, tc build a r.igh>.y ji tv* tinna a-d people of our country, tn n g  an end 
gothcr with - 11 progressive on the road to happiness

,-offering and oppression and set our cnii.ur«»
to s 
anct world peace

w l t S S A & G 6  W t f l E  / ^ ' & 0  

LHITtD ACTION COMMITTEE, WORCESTER.

* ( CFC ILIA KIT6E, MLUNGI3I,

,O 2 iVf- 0 -
AFRICA" FOOD AND CANNING WORKERo, 

EA3T LONDON BRANCH.

ORGANISED WOMEN »K CAPETOWN. \

(
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OFFICIAL OPENING -
tJ\Q.9 - R . A U I M A  M O O S A
- W t i C 0 M « N G  D t l u O A T E r S ,

It is a great honour to welcome you here 

in the name of the Transvaal Region of the. 

Federation of South African Women.

In welcoming you I also h*ve in mind our 

friends like Ray Alexander, Hilda Watts, 

Josie Palmer, Kextie McLeod, Fatime Meer, 

and cwny others who could not come because 

they have been banned. No government can 

eypel them from our organisation, from 

the movement for freedom and real emanci­

pation of our women.

We are here to build and cement the 

Federation. The charter adopted at our 

first conference has rallied women to 

go forward in the struggle for freedom.

We extend the hand of friend's}-;.p to our 

white citizens and call on them to shed 
their prejudices. We have no ill-will 

towards anyone.

The fight against the Pass Laws is not 

->nly the concern of the Africans, but of 

all South Africans. We must build friend­

ship amongst r-11 our citi?on3.

In this spirit I welcome yo)i most heartily 

to our city.

MISSA6E FRO/*' FATNf R. TR EVOR ; 
H U D O L t S T O N  , C - R

I am greatly honoured to send a message 
to the national Conference of Women, 
now assembled in Johannesburg: though 
I would much prefer to be present and 
speak in person.
I wish your Conference every possible 
blessing.
It is heartening to know that the women 

of our country are so alive to the 

really burning issues now confronting 

South Africa . . .  the subjects you 

are discussing are all aspects of one 

subject itselfs Freedom in our own day. 

Freedom from fear, from want, and from 

frustration. Freedom, above all, from 

the curse of racialism which separates 

man from man and prevents the building 

of a sine and sound society in S. Africa.*

My heart is in Africa and always will 

be. You -:re ever in my thoughts and 

in my prayers. God bless you. Mayibuye 

Afrika!
I31TWALANBWE.

Resolutions and Credentials Committees 
were then elected by Conforer.ee,

in

F Q A N C t s  p,a a r d  o f  Po s t  e l i ẑ a ' ^ e t h  o n " 

UO^SfcS , C O K \ f o R T  , S E C U ^ ' t Y .
Pr3 . Ba«'rd said she w*is speaking on the ninth section of the Freedom Charter, 

and it wh3 interesting that mankind always placed their »ost fundamental Junctions 

near the end of thuir political program s. Thi3 ninth point should b̂ . treated as 

a central point of the Chartor:

"ALL PEOPLE shall have the right to live- where they choose, to. 

be decently housed, to bring uc their f-tc.il U-s m  corr.fort and 

security."

Even the rulers of our country are owirt of the fact that their system is 

decaying and bnnkript. That is why they keep appointing "Commissions" to try to

/



find a wav out of their difficulties; and more and more they are forced to use 
f ^ / i n t L i d a t i o n ,  arrest and exile of political opponents and other

dbsporate, futile measures.

Only when so-called separation in locations has teen placed on the rubbish- 

heap of history will a change take place in our land. Only living together can 

teach our different Jjaces true harmony and understanding, .he principle of

d.videand rule is 'to'malntaill £ ? £ £ £

.  P - ^  >ever i ,  about a

new social climate. / / 7  / /

T h t r t  w  't/f b e  e n o v g ”  f o r  a / X •

Mr.  Baftrd s^ice of the great hardships inflicted on the people by high food 
” r ; ; “ ri  Now Dr Verwoerd is making a proposal that workers whose

income in c r w fa S o u 'ld  have to pay increased rente. They . i l l  not nave improved 

S r - i l l  cynically be forced -0 pay .ore for the * > «  eervice.

. , ort un_v. fftr +hc free medical and health services visualised 

in t i l t o r t r  Khero vould the money come from’  Perhaps the

2  s a r * -

SECURITY AND COMFORT FOR ALL.__________ _______________ _____________ _____— ---------

NIAS- k a t iq  WHITL- , OF CAPE t o w n , o n  
"The C k PE M U N IC IPA L  V 0 T £ J H H B |

The last right of the Coloured people, 

tne Cape Municipal vote, is threatened. 

Municipalities are responsible for roads, 

lighting, housing schemes, clinics, 

playgrounds, crgchos^- all things that 

we are interested ifi as metners. That is 

why it is important to keep our right 

to vote for the City Council. Last we'.k 

the Cepe Town City Council voted 
£24,000 for apartheid beaches - while 

people are living under bushes and in 

holes in the ground for want of homes.

If the women of the Federation were in 

the City Council, w>. wculd not vote in 

favour of the Group nreas Act: but we 

would see that the streets of Winder- 

mere were not left as mud and slush, and 

that every child had a roof over its 

head.

The Nationalists do not want to see even 

one poor coloured woman have even one 

vote for one snail city council; we are 

going to fight for th<~- rUht of every 

man and woran. irrespective of rsce or 
nationality, to be elected to anv govern­

ment or municipal body. This is one of 

the aims of th» Federation, and of the 

Freedom Charter. Only when we have pcl- 

-t'Cal power crm we build a country safe 

for our children to live in. THE FECPLE 

SHALL GOVERN.

Members of parliament represent the 

farmers, the mine-owners ind European 

voters, and law. -.re mait in their 
latere~ts. The peer h-dinn family goes 

without rice because our iarmers v«ar.t 
protection; the h'ingry African child gets 

no school feeding; nut the child of the



wealthy aine-owner gets fr«e food at 

school and more than he needs at home.

If you and I were in parliament we would 

not allow such things to be - but we have 

a long, hard fight ahead before we get 
thereJ

Other people al30 had to fight to get 
the franchise.

Only 70 years ago, did working people in 

England get the vote. Before that it waa 

a handful of wealthy aristocrats who 

ruled. Workers and women had to put up 

bloody straggles before they got the vote. 

‘rv'~7 ’ „ r +r'-d, as wo are, "you are not 
ready.

In other parts of Africa, people art* win­

ning the right to vote and to be elected 

to governing bodies. But while the rest 

of the world coves forward, in South 

Africa t.i»e vote is being *aken away from 
us.

.. One day, we will run the cour.tr>’ on dem­

ocratic lines, just as we run our &<m 
organisations.

WHO vans IN PARLIAMENT NOW? Not you or 

I ,  sister, fur we are black. Every 

white woman, oven if  she cannot write 

her naiD'j, ins the vote. But an African 

woman w:*h p. University degree is 
refused this right.

No non—European woman has ever had the 

parliamentary vote; and even those 

Colour.-a men who bad the vote in the 

Cape in the past are being deprived of 
it.

A via 11 rumber of people in South Africa 
have political powL-, but we are 

fighting for the day when THE PEOPLE
SH*.tL GOVERN.

*• ’ - ,j- »*s r'pi-lng forward.* I
greet you i»ith all ry heart, and pledge 

myself to be with our cause always. Wo 

*_;U  succeed -- and in our lifetime.'

MAYIBUYE AFRIKAJ

fro»^ U  ief-fcr -Pror*\ T M E  W O M E N 'S  

O e r t N C E  cf-the. CONST«rL!t ' 0 ^  LEAfr* 
( _ t m c  O l a c k  $ a s m ;

"Our sympathies lie with any organisat­

ion concerned with the wrongs caused by 
dit-ir.ution of righ^3, We regret that 

it is laid down in our constitution 

that for the present we do not assoc­

iate our organisation with public dem­

onstrations of this nature (Note: 

this reiers to the Pretoria demonstrat­
ion. )

WE hope, however, in the future to 

register our protest against this 

further curtailment of the human 

rights of the African women (the 

extension of passes to women.)

May I wish you great success in your 

strivings for a better future for 

ALL children in this country.

< M lMtS5A6f: FROM HILDA W A T T S ;  - 

I send greetings from all the women who 

are banned from attending gatherings, 

and from the Women's Federation. We are 

heartsore not to be present ourselves, 

yet elated with the tremendous advances 
women have made in the past two years.

As a mother, I appreciate the daily 

personal sacrifices that women, much 

mere than men, must make to be able to 

play an active part in the struggle for 

a better life. It is not only the back­
ward customs and reactionary attitudes 

of many men that hold women down, but 

the innumerable, never-ending little 

tasks connected with home and children, 

that bind and hold women, and make

personal sacrifice.

the or- 

never

public activity a

But it rust be done, fcr without

ganisea activity of women, we car ______
win .justice and happiness. . . .

How foolish the government is to think 

that by debarring a few women from meet­

ings, they can break the growing force 

of the women's movement.' For every one of' 

us that fades into the background, a

(continued at bottom of column l)

i



M Q S  F A T i M A  S E L D A T  O F  D O R & A N  O M :  -  
" G R O U P  A l K T A S  A C T  *

One of t.he laws we have come here to discuss and oppose is the Group Areas Act, 

It is a question of owning a peice of land; it is a question of owning a home; it is 

a question of having a shelter for our children; it is a question of security,

i>ot satisfied at having stolen thu land from the people, the whites even deny 

us the right to buy back a piece of land, tven where they previously owned it, Now 

even the little bits of land left to them here and there are to be taken away from 

them. Once again under the Group Areas Act they set out to rob us of the remaining 

land.

You have seen the ruthless removal of our people froit the Western Areas. Now 

they hevw proclaimed new area3 to be mcved in Vredndorp, Newclare, Albertsville. 

Thousands of people are to be forcibly removed and deprived of what hoixa, property 

or businesses they possess.

In my province of Natal, people living in rural areas have already been given 

notice to get ready to move. In Durban over 80,000 Africans, 68,000 Indians and
7.000 Oolourtds ar^ to be moved if the City Council zoning plan ia approved. Only 

3,500 Europeans will te affected aocng a total of 152,000 other people.

Some people thought t}iat the Group Areas Act would not affect the Africans.

Now we can see it affects every section of non-European people.

The Indian people have been continuously threatened with repatriation and dis­

criminatory laws. Just as the cry in America had been in the past "Send the negroes 

back to Africa," 30 the cry in South Africa was "Send the Indians back to India,"

Our reply shall be in the words of Douglas Frederick, the slave who fought against 

slavery: "WE SHALL LIVE, STRUGGLE AND DIE ;1ERE."

Women all over the world are playing an increasingly important rSle in the 

' life of their countries. We wom^n in £outh Africa too have the duty to play a gr*at 

r$le in our belovid country. Let U3 women stand together, and build a might 

Federation of South African women, so/ thut we can all march forward to free South 

Africa from racial prejudice. And whilst we are trying to educate our white sisters 

to shed their prejudices against us, we' mu3t not ioee sight of the fact that 

prejudice also exists amongst ourselves, and we must fight patiently against it.

Let uy draw inspiration from the dramatic changes that are taking place out­

side our country - changes in our favour. One third of the world population have 

decided to builei a new society fre#* froia exploitation. Another twelve hundred 

millions tove freed themselves from foreign domination ir. Asia and Africa within 

the last decade. Only three hundre : r. illion are still undtr subjection and bondage. 

We are part of them. But the day is not far off when we will also claim our rights, 

Th« piccanm Hitlers of South Africa are net willing to learn from history . . .  we 

will teach them!
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MISS f tERTHA MA5HABA <?F6ERM/5ToN 
“ TMf S T R U G G L E  A 6 AINST PASSES*O yI

The government claims that Pass 

Lavs have been abolished. But under the 

Abolition of Passes and Co-ordination 

of Documents Act" of 1952, all the old 
conditions still apply. Pass raids have 

not stopped. Pass officers are busi*r 
than before. Fines, jail sentences, for 

being out late, for entering an area 

without permission, for not reporting 

a change of job, or not carrying the 

pass reference book, still continue.

In 1 9 5 <t h e  Native Laws Amendment 
Act stated: "All Natives . . .  j#m, 

women and children. fall under tr.ese 

provisions.” The provisions of the 

pass lawsj Then it was announced that 

African women would be issued with 

passes from January 1st, 1956.

We know that nearly a quarter of 

a million men have been going to jail 

every year fcr some contravention of 

the pass laws. Anyone can be stopped 

day or night, travelling to or from 

work, leaving the station in the morn­

ing. going down the street, visiting a 

friend, fetching children from school; 

and if unable to produce their pass 

book in ord^r, they are immediately 

arrested. African men are spirited 

away, without family or friends having 

the least idea where they ray he. What 

will happen now the same l*tw applies to 

wocer.? A woman who goes out to ouy a 

I oal of bread may be arrested . . , 

who cares for her children? the police? 

Have they shown such consideration to 

African families in the past? Couth Af­

rican police have not enjoyed a favour­

able reputation for their gentle hand­
ling of arrested persons. New women, 

too, will know the hands of the police.

Influx control has already brought 
suffering to many thousands of men, and

now also to women. Annie Seiinga, our 

women's leader, was deported was deported 
from Cap© Town, where she had lived for 

18 years - made to leave her home, husband 

and three children. There were many other 

examples, more and more as the days go by. 
Now Municipalise* had been given even more 
power under the 7Jrbar: Areas Amendment Act, 
to banish any Africans, peoples' leaders,’ 
from their homes.

/VAfc 5SA6E- PROM  T m6 A>J C-
The N.E.C. of tr:. African National 

Congress congratulates the Federation 
3f s.A . Women and the A.N.C. Women's 

League for the successful demonstra­
tions against the passes . . .

50,000 women have already taken part 

in demonstrations in their own local­

ities and at Pretoria. . . the women 

of our country have become the spear­

head of our bitter struggle against 

the wicked piss iystem and are giv­

ing impetus tc our whole struggle.

It was clear to the African people that 

the pass laws were not for the purposes of 

identification but for controlling the 

labour and the movements of African people, 
for making them slaves. A registration 

card fjr each citizen might have certain 

uses, but Africans must carry passes not 

to show tliey are citizens of South Africa, 

but to show they are r.on-iuropeans, end 
debarred from citizenship.

Forty years ago, in 1913, women of Bloem­

fontein and the Free tate had resisted 

the introduction of passes, had sacrificed 
and suffered imprisonment, and they had 

won that struggle. Women today are just as 
ready for any action to resi£ pa3s laws - 

thousands nad already shown it. The women 

knew what they were doing when they cried

VnI e  D o n V  w ^ n t  p a s s e s 1.
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The Federation was sometimes accused of being "led lay white worsen” ; this was 

Government propaganda, and we must recognise it for what it is. The Government was 

against the Federation because it was oven more afraid of it than the A.N.C. 

Women's League, for the.roason that it ia a multi-racial organisation. Verwoerd 

could refuse to meet tho women of the Federation lost year, because we went as 

women of all races; but on August ?th wl showed him we went together, we cannot 

be divided, we will stay together, and if w* have to gc a third time, we shall 
still sro tofretht-r to deivmd our rights'

We women gathered together at this great Conf. rence, recognise the Pass Laws as 

being at the basis of exploit- tion -ind cheap labour in South Africa. We know wo • 

cannot over win our deaands for women and children until the pass laws are completely 

abolished for everyone. We sec t. ; pass laws as of the gr<.»at barriers that 

stand in the way of numan advancement - a barrier that must be d estroyed. This is 

the reason that the campaign against passes for women has been waged so vigorously 

during past months. To resist and defeat the attempt to sake women carry passes is 

the first step towards destroying these evil and hated lews for men and women alike.

We are proud of the great demonstrations against passes for women that

have taken place luring pest months, and the wonderful demonstration 

at Pretoria on August 9th, a demonstration which showed not only 

Strijdom, not only the people of South Africa, but the whole world, 

just how determined and disciplined are the women of South Africa 

in this struggle against passes.

But wt> are conscious of the fact that our campaign has only just begun, and 

our work rid organisation must te trouen dously widened if wa are to succeed. We 

tnereforp resolve:-.

tnat every lelegate of this Conference will sincerely ple'ige herself

♦ take ouck tne message of Pretoria's demonstration to every woman 

la her area, and organise every woman to resist pas? paws;

that cv.-ry one of us who has relr tiVeS or friends ir. country areas 

> ill riako -t n 'uty to carry this v tk to tne countryside and to 

r .. . tu , It-.r .b, so that every w^:an is fully aware of what the 

"reference tooks" mean;

that we will organise women, through the Jomen'3 Federation, through 

the Women's Lea#^ , through other organisations, and through broad 

anti—pasa comaittees where necessary, on a house by hour,e ar.i street 

by street basis}

(continued on next page,)



that we shall carry on this individual work, patiently explaining 
the meaning of pass laws, until we have won the vast majority of 
wooen of our land to active resistance;

that this struggle, because it is not the private concern of 

African wonen alone, but of 'til women, and not of women alone, but 

of all people in our country, must be conducted not by one section 

or another; wo will widen our campaign to include all racial groups, 

and we will continue this struggle by these r.«ans and whatever 

other means are possible, until we have finally brought about the 

complete end to passes for men and women alike.

)AR S U111: N 0 OS £ p H -•Stcra*>ry V  /hr Tv/- Peg/on o ft/* *  
F e d e ra tio n  -  o n  tftt* tV O tf/S  O f  W f  / / / ) / / ? / )  T /O M  *

For hundreds of yearsf the world over, woucn have beyn k*pt in the background and 

nf.fi have ruled the world. But today in all countries the women are beginning to take

their rightful place, as tquol partners 

of men. In South Africa, as in ail coun­

tries <th>. whole* fcisition of women is 

changing as wonen play thwir part in

the production of the wealth of the 

country, and women are deeply concerned 

with the injustice and oppression ex­

isting in S. Africa today.

But the picture is liffurent here 

to other countries - not that our needs 

are different; women everywhere struggle 

for their rights, for equal pay for 

equal work, for better conditions for 

their children. Our needs ire the same 

the world over, tut here we are iivided 

by the colourbar. We have white women's 

organisations, and we have organisations 

amongst the. non-white women, but because 

of the coljur-bar, women haw  failed to 

C'y.:.e together - as women.

But in 1954, the women's Federat­

ion was formed, and’ then, as to>:ay, 

wotien cane from all parts of the country 

to unite as wo:..„n and mothers. That Con­

ference re3olved wonen would unite and 

break down the barriers of race.

From the outset it was renlissd 

that any women's erg-nidation that

outside the struggle for national 

liberation would stand apart from the 

mass of women. The Federati n, therefore 

strove to bring together women -f all 
races in their organisations - n the b -sis 

of a federation; not to establish a new, 

competitive organisation to d~iw women

Ccr* S d Ot- Ot^CiC,?AT^
May every woman who is here today and 

wno was at Pretoria become a torch 

, bearer, and take the message of lib­

eration to every city, town, village,

^rect  and home, to reach «very 

person in South Africa.

May your deliberations gc forward with 

great succdss and be implemented in 

that wonderful action which is so char­

acteristic of your organisation.
•'•uc s a oo i&jot.o p e ^P u r S  

TY?aNSv4rtu•
....Together with other groups in S. 

Africa, the S.A* Coloured Peoples' 

organisation will not rest until the 

uige of the common man for a better life 

. has become reality, until the Freedom 

Charter lias been put into operation; 

and ve have won our cherished goal of 

freedom in our lifetime. 

fOo*. iuf, ^ CCXOUGIQ PEOPlL'3 

’ Qrt(jA m ^  Ti O &  , CA P t To  wv f\J
. . . .I n  our present struggle much 

reliance will be placed on the wonen, 

ant: wo have no doubt that together
I with ouht.r women, the Coloured women 

will -ot fail in their fight with 

other women against the extension cf 

pass 1 ws to any section 'if the people.

We wish the Federation all success, 

and will not rest until S. Africa is

a free country.
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aw.v froo the Congresses, Itc^ssinct compete with other women’s organisations,

&ut .jutoo t’ie%  aiitl by 30 doing speaks on behalf of women of all races. And this 

is jiiqae in Sauth Africa, for it is the only multi-racial women’ s organisation.

V. • ' ' •

nc. -fter another, our elected officers have been reaoved from their positions 

•/ banning orders. Our first national secretary, Ray Alexander; our acting national 

3 r i ry, Dora Taiara} our national treasurer, Hetty MacLeod; members of oar 

. v.-cutiv- , Hilda Watts and Florence Matcnels; our Transvaal chairwoman,

.dmcr - {>11 panned. But those who remained carrie1 on, and we can proudly 

s i. e Nationalist ,-ovcrnmei.t h::S not been able to destroy the Federation* On 

t;., c r.ti- rv. thb Federatx .n has /?an<. tror strength to 3trrer.gth.

The machinery of affiliation has bean slow, but we car, announce with some pride 

„r.at trio- following *f;ani*ntions hive affiliated:-

Thu African National Congress Women’ s League

The South African C -r^ress of Democrats

The .* jth Afrio:ix» Coloured Peoples’ Organisation

The Capo Housewives* League

The Lt-'.gu*. of n •n-European Wo«*n (Cape)

The Food anl Canning Workers' Union.

la the C ;p* Western Region the Fedoration has initiator campaigns on many issues 

;-':'cet"a.5 women and children, for creches, street lighting in non-European townships, 

*:.a e- or.. At j resent they 're  campaigning against the removal of Coloured men and 
; . rr r tiio r inicipal voters' role. Two conferences have been hela in the Cape 

I i , • V  gion, whore women of S .A .C .P .B . and the Women's League have worked to- 

• r ci:.aely; one conference at Uitenhage on Bantu Education, and the other at 

% j i ..n n t extension ol passes to woDcr..

• :• vTi'33 has been slow in Natal, but a working committee established in Durban

,Jlu : particular attention to Indian women, through the formation of study circles

th.‘ t w affiliate to the Federation.

the Tr'asvaul we h-.ve 3een our most outstanding achievements. Together with 
W r.en’ s k  rue, the Federation >rgonised accommodation for },000 delegates 

to t‘ < C; 'Tigress :f  the People. A provincial Conference of V: men was convened at 

wl 'h ;tr ndr. f v; men were adopted and ultimately incorporated in the Free lom 

Charter - this w.-,.-- the Tvl. Congress of Mothers, also in supp rt -f the Worl'i Congress 

:f f!others.

T.,< Tranovaal Region organised the great demonstration of women to 

Pretoria in October, 1955, when 2,000 women of all races converged 

on the Uni >r. Buildings in a stirring protest against oppressive leg­

islation. And three days age, August 9th, 1956, tii© Transvaal Region 

organised the great demonstration on a nnVLOhal scale, when *0,000 

women went once rig in to the Unigr, Buildings, this time to protest 

against the extension of rr. ae laws to women.
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m s . JOSEPH ON THE WORK CF THE 

FEDERATION (continued.)

The Transvaal Region also convened 

a mass conference of women on the 

threatened increase of rents, on the 

centenary of Olive Schreiner, on Inter­

national Women's Day; has issued 
press statements and lo flets on issues 

affecting women; and two pamphlets, 

"Children in South Africa" and "Women 

in Chains” (the latter jointly with the 

A.N.C. Women's League).

Oar photographic exhibition of 

the work of women in rainy countries 

has been displayed 'it several Conf­

erences .

Four members of the Federation 

have attended international confere­

nces and councils in various parts 

the workd, and the Federation is in­

debted to the Women's Internetjonal  ̂ . 

Democratic Federation which brought 

together so many women of the world, 

end helped us along the path of co­

operation.

We are proud of oor achievements, 

but we must fa*e cur shortcomings.
We have as yet not succeeded in break­

ing dewn the colour bar.in women's v. . 

organisations outside the Congress 

movement and progressive tr^de unions, 

we have failed to make any serious 

impact on European wor.^n; our impact 

has fcet<i. small i] on the Coloured ani 

Indi’-a w^men. We- must nciu this ,'ur 

task in the coming ye r3 - t" win the 

support of women '11 races. We aust 

never cease to kr. ck it the doors of 

other women’ s organisa tions, to cell 

them to stand by our side.

I,. *. us Make- the Federation the 

proates* 'irgTinisati ’n of women in South 

Africa!

Let -narch Side Vy oicle with the 

men, towards freedoa, towards a 

better life for cur chillren, towards 

world peace and happiness.

mMom w. ft HC
. . . .T h e  A.N.C. (T v l ,) takes this 

opportunity tc congratulate the 

Federation of S .A . Women and the A.N.C, 

Women's league for their spectacular 
achievements in the mobilisation of 

woman in the struggle against the 

extension of the pass laws . , .

Freedom is r/in's birthright. And 

the struggle f?r freedom calls for 

unity, organisation, discipline, 

sacrifice, courage. May your Conf- 

inspire all these qualities among 

the fighters f-r a free South Africa.

 ̂ I X A 6 U &

Though we are not coming we wish for 

your success., .rfe are going to the 

local Native Commissioner,

. )>. . ---- — ---- -

A ’D d P T e s  u n A n i m o J s l v  

0r» Tu£ woftk: Cf TM£ AT>oaJ
We welcome the .Treat advances made by 
the Federation of South Afriean Women, 

and congratulate all those women who 
have contributed so much to advance the 

organisation of women in the past 2 years.

We are pledged to fight on behalf of %he 

rights of women and children of all 

race3 , ind we pledge ourselves anew to 

play an even more active part in secur- , 
ing true justice and )iappiness in our 

country.

We -jre ietormined to resist all attempts 

jf the government to divide us or. 

racial lines. We knew that what affects 

one section of the women affects all 
women as a whole; we are a3 one body, 
we feel each other's sufferings and 

up;ression, each of us can only breathe 

freely when the rights an ! inppmesp 
for which we fight are enjoyed by all.

(continued cn next page. )



We know that a Conference such as this is a sever# blow to the government, 

to its apartheid policies; we- know how they hate to set wooon of different 

rncea meeting in harmony and friendship.

Therefore we make this pledge:

we shall not be divided! we will resist tb% attempts of all 

disruptioniste to set us apart! we will preserve our. 

principles of workup together, until th»e« principles are the 

accepted laws and customs of our land.

Cpnforencr *Uso adopted the dr- ft Constitution.

t!?$idQ* fiCiT\ ihc I/'T'C'n of Gxf$f\lr*£ Ub*)£A t &
We women of the Argentine, i’ho also feel the yoke of imperialism in the 

misery of our wealthy fatherland, in the distortion of our economy in the threal 

of being dragged to oven lower levels, we aeel deeply joined to you as sisters.

We repeat our fervent desire for .jreat success in your fight fur the r.i.--nt3 of 

all women arid children, for liberty, peace and friendship between all the peoples, 

of the world.

ref, r j l^of\  o f  l^cha^ UleiY\ f AU u Ije lh
tfe Indian women have watched with Admiration your struggle against racial 

discrimination and the Bantu Education Act, specially your courageous demonstration k 

in Pretoria last year. We have every hope that Africa will soon rule her own 

destiny, in which African women and children will have the opportunity to express 

their talent and capacity to their fullest. We, who have just come into our own 

'.have not forgotten our ^vm dayn of struggle and, therefore, extend to you a warm 

hand of friendship in your work for the future happiness of your children and of 

ivthe worid, in which there shall be no discrimination of race, colour, creed or sex

----------------------------- ----------------------- --- .--------- ------ -— ,

Issued by the Federation of South African Wor.,en, Box 1C876, Johannesburg, S. Africa. 
------------------ ---------------------- -------------------- —
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P.O. Box 2706 CAPE TOWS .

* P.O. BOX 10OT6, JOHANNESBURG.

PCR NATIONAL COtfreRUICE TO BB HUD AUGUST 11th md 12th,
1956, at the TBAMB HALL, JOHAHESSUBQ.

f
BATCRDAY 11th,

9 a*a« to 1 p.a.

.u .

r

I

1 p.a. to 2 PtoB.

2 p.a. to 4 p*a.

1. OPEtfDW OP COWttDICE - Mrs. Lilian H«oyi.

2. WELCOME TO IEUQATES - Mrs. Rahiaa Mooaa.

3. IMCTICH TO OUSWTIAIS COMHlTtlB. MESBAOB.

4. VOKAE'S PLACE IB 30019 AIMCA - Mr*. Cecilia Kuae.

5. HOOCH OB 001 HOtX - Era. Helen JoMffc.

6. REPORT OP CBHBrTIAI* CCMOTTB.

7. 3TBOOCLI JOABBT PAMS - M m  Bertha Haahaba.
-

■ » ‘

Lunch Break.

8. BftJRU BWCATICB ACT - Wt. lobart Reeha.
* • • t  .

9. CAPB HUEICIPAL ?OI» - Nr*. latle * * t » .

Ww QftOOP ABtti ACT - Hr*. ffctlaa Beatet.

u . Boons, otaufr* wwote lP*ao*» <a»rtee>) ; ___ -

c. T'’ -*

9 a.a. to 1 p.*w

'■ > r . ■ *.

BOKJAX i m .

Coaferenoe t l jo a i  at *  p.*.
*

12. BX9CDB9KM AID BEBQUTTIO*

IJ . OOBBTITOTIOK 

Tea Break

14. 2LBCTI0K OP HATIOKAL OITICHJS ASD EXECUTIVK COMMITTEE. 

15. C LOB IRE OP COKFHUOCE - Hre. Lilian Dederiok*.

MfcSS BtTJ.T OP VCMBf WILL BE HELD 0» SUNLAI, 12th Auguat, at 3 p .a .,

AU woaen are aaked to arrive in Johanneebur* in t ^ t c ^  take part in the 

great 4e*onatx»tion to Pretoria in Thuredajr# 9th Auguet, 1956.

Bewynft* Hfe..

Gekry b y .............

I ) -’ r ..........

^  ‘ fl-.w............

V u . v 4iflgi N o ..............

A



^  . Bewysstu\. i. * &  y. v ....

/ J C~ f 4  2 ^  Gekry by.. . ~

^  ^  * V  Dcur..r...̂ ..>>..‘rr5.......................
T c ......... / / . t:  ..."..

National,CoAference e d e ^ l o r.^f^nnth  A fM nfin

&fo, ...... ................

AGENDA

Saturday 11th'Aurust

Mornin;; Section. *

5.30 a.m. Opening of Conference Mrs. Lilian nGoyi
- 11 a.m. —------ i-

Welcome to Delegates Mrs. Rahina Moosa

Election for Resolutions Committee and Credentials
Committee

11.0 a.m. The Struggle Against Passes yj,33 Bertha

12.0 p.m. The Bantu Education Act Jfr. Robert Resha

lu:jc:i interval 12.4? p.m.

2 - 3.30 p.m. The Cape Municipal Vote Mrs. Katie White

Th-j Group Areas Act lirs. Fa*tima Seedat

Houses, Security and Comfort Hrs. Frances B*ard 

.'*30.p.m. Discussion and Resolutions

oJI*DAY 12tti August.

9.30 a.m. ’Toraen1 s Place in South Africa Mrs. Cecilia Kuse 
-10.45 a.m.

Fec^era^io/i Report Mrs. Horten Joseph

Tea Break

11 .a.m. Constitution

El -cticn of national O ffic-rs ard Executive CotLuitt?e

1".30 P.M. Closuro of :*rence ilrs. Lilian Diedrici- .
\
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