UP TILL last plEbl_onl> hours before the expected hanging of the three
condemned ANt*guerillas®seieralJ black and white leaden made Ust*
minute appeals for clemency while condemning the Go'emrr.ent’s refusal

U.change Its miod on the hanging.
The Bjck Sash sen: a ™ '

teltg-as: to the State
President, Mr Msrais
Viljoen, begging for
dtrDeacy.

The President of the
South African Catholic
Bishops Conference
(SACB-C). Archbishop
Pena Harley, released
a ttatement asking~fér
God's tercy to inspire
the State PresiflenT~to
review ha decision-

"When there i» » de-
em! of baman nghts and
ooc ade makes rules
and the other mmTcbn-
form or suffer the conse-
quences, it is tad to ace
younfl people going to
the gaDows for actions
feat tbdueE~tar~tteip-
selves reprehensible.
flow from certain
stances induced by frus-
trations, humiliations
and despe ration.

So ’

"Bearing this in mind.
on behalf of the
SACBC, | earnestly
plead with the State
rreaident to grant a~re-
prieve to these three
ANC men. This is all the
pore pecessary in this
tension-filled month of
June, *hen people’s
Bik>cb are filleo with bit-
ter and trapc memories

of Soweto 1976." the
Archbishop said.

After a meeting held
in Durban yesterday
morning, the Catholic
Orgy of the Archdio-
cese also appealed to the
Government to grant a
last minute reprieve to
the three men.

"This is on the
grounds that the exe-
cution will exacerbate

feelings, intensify con-
flict and further reduce
hope for reconciliation.
In the name of Christ,
the meeting appeals for
mercy,” the statement
said.

-Bishop Desmond
Tutu, general secretary
of the South African
Council of Churches.
said the Government
would be credited a lot if
it were to commute the
death sentence

**We have to point out
that in many ways the
odds are tucked against
blacks id this country.
Thc taws are in thF~Erst
ptace pot made by~us
and even without ques-
ttooini the integrity of
court officials who deal
with auch matters, it has
been pointed out tfiaTa
white man cannot jump
out of hnskin when try-
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"The value system; he
ppbolds are tho>e o! the
community from which
be comes and for -
country like South Af-
rica. it would take a very
exceptional situation for
a person in that position
pot to yield to all tubtk
pressures of his com-
munity," be said

The Save the Six
Committee, whose
prayer service for the
condemned men was
banned last Sunday, said
the three men should
not die because “they
are not criminals, they
should be treated as
combatants in a civil
war."

Dr Nthato Motlana,
chairman of the Soweto
Committee of Ten said:
“Even at this late hour,
we black South Africans
join other people in the
world in urging the Gov-
ernment to stop the ju-
dicial killing as it serves
no purpose whatsoever.

“Life is very precious
and should be preserved
at all times. This was no
ordinary murder. We
therefore urge the State
President to exercise his
powers to commute the .
death sentence even at
this late hour."

Mr Ishmael Mkha-
bela, Azapo's publicity
secretary said the exe-
cution was an indict-
ment of a Government
based on racial hatred
and the interest of the
minority.

"Blacks are going to
view the death of the
three men in the tame

tigh' as numerous deaths
ir de'.enbon whkfc art i
violajoe of justice and
respect for hur-.an life

“Their death a no! in
mvain. Thu prtsen' action
thould fuel the liber-
ation increment. South
Africa has once again
thown itself to be insen-
sitive to the call of world
communities and this
puts into question its
relationship witfc Ame-
rica and Western coun-
tries which continue to
eupport it to maintain
eracial oppression and
exploitation."”

Meanwhile a night
vigil was to have been
held at the Dube
YWCA last night. At
Ipm today Bishop Des-
mond Tutu will officiate
at a lunch hour service
to be beld at Khotso
House, and another
prayer service will be
held at the Methodist
Youth Centre in Central
Western Jabavu at 7
o’clock tooight.
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