
£nd Conscription Campaign
227/9 Khotso House 
42 De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg
2000

Tel: 337-6796 
Telex: 4-86519 S.A.

20 May 1986.

Dear Cape Town ECC,

As you requested, the Johannesburg General Body has again discussed 
'The Breytenbach Affair', as well as your specific reccommendations that 
we should apologise to Breyten Breytenbach himself and make a public 
apology.

Our sense is that you did not discuss the issue in the light of all the 
factors which we had taken into account. We are therefore sending you 
(and all! other ECC regions) a memorandum outlining the major factors 
which we took into account in making our decision not to invite B.B. 
onto an ECC platform.

We would like you to look at this in a serious and constructive light 
and to reconsider your requests for apologies.

Neverthless, Johannesburg General Body would like to convey to you our 
feelings about the process and spirit in which the Cape Town reccomend- 
ations were made.

First of all, we are very concerned that this was not constructive for 
ECC as a National Campaign. ECC has been trying to build a sense of 
respect and trust between regions because that is a first step towards 
developing national unity and the national power of our campaign.
Johannesburg feels that the nature of Cape town's discussion around the 
B.B. issue and the demands which came out of that has served to break 
down that respect and trust. We know that there are constructive and 
sensitive ways to deal with differences between regions, and we will 
all have to work harder to use them in the future.

The building of ECC as a national campaign involves the need for us to 
understand and respect the specific conditions and considerations of 
each of our regions. We feel that you did not have a clear understanding 
of these conditions in Johannesburg when you discussed the issue, 
and we also feel that your requests for apologies do not take into 
account the broadest interests of ECC as a national movement.

Secondly, we feel that your strong condemnation of Johannesburg's 
decision not to invite B.B. is happening in the wake of his attacks 
on ECC. We could never have anticipated his reacting in this way.
Our feeling, and the feeling of the National Committee, is that we should 
not exacerbate the situation by responding to his attacks.

Thirdly, we are concerned about the discussion in your region regarding 
national consultation on this issue. An attempt was made to consult 
regions at the time, but it appears there was a breakdown in communication 
between Cape Town and Johannesburg. It will not be useful to dig into this 
now, but we would like to suggest that we all make greater efforts in this 
regard in the future.

^jow clM  te-fi fc< ido-fK.

L s b  J\J° v*:,

tjbbuxg 6CC. r .  C a m ouiar t



End Conscription Campaign
227/9 Khotso House 
42 De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg 
2000

Tel: 337-6796 
Telex: 4-86519 S.A.

MEMORANDUM TO ECC REGIONS FROM ECC JOHANNESBURG RE THE DECISION NOT TO 

INVITE BREYTEN BREYTENBACH TO SPEAK ON AN ECC PLATFORM IN JOHANNESBURG

When we first considered the possibility of hosting Breytenbach on an ECC 
platform, we were enormously excited. We recognised that Breytenbach is 
a symbol of resistance in the Afrikaans community, that his visit to S.A. 
was highly successful and that he has obvious wide support in both the 
English and Afrikaans constituencies. We recognised the gains which could 
be made for ECC by hosting him - gains in terms of drawing people towards 
ECC, broadening further into the Afrikaans community and getting substantial 
press coverage.

However, knowing that Breytenbach is a contraversial figure, we felt it 
was important to consult both within ECC and more broadly before making 
the final decision. In the process of this consultation it emerged that 
Breytenbach had, on 16 June 1976, written to the then head of the Bureau 
of State Security, Jannie Geldenhu.ys, offering to infiltrate the ANC and 
the SACP in exchange for his release from Pretoria Central Prison.
(See enclosed letter) As yet no apology/retraction has been offered for 
this action.

FACTORS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN MAKING THE DECISION.

1. Relationships with black communities

The UDF Tvl executive reacted in extremely strong terms to our proposal 
that Breytenbach should speak on an ECC platform. While they recognised 
that we, as ECC, have specific prioritiesand methods becauseof our work 
in the white constituency, their position was that if we were to give a 
platform to a 'traitor', it would 'very severely affect' our relationships 
with UDF and other organisations.

Johannesburg ECC took these opinions very seriously in thecontext of our 
developing relationships with black community, student, women's and trade 
union organisations, and in the context of our concern about the widening 
gulf in consciousness and militancy between the black and white communities 
in the Transvaal.

We have recently begun to build significant relationships with the black 
community. This is an exciting newdevelopment not only for ECCbut for 
organisation within the white constituency as a whole in Johannesburg.
This contact has been made with a view to joint action,particularly around 
the 'Troops Out of Townships' demand. We have been discussing ways of 
reaching troops in the townships and various concrete suggestions have 
come up in this contact. In terms of our priorities as ECC, we feel that 
this areaof work is of ongoing and significant proportions, and presents 
the potential to meet our aims of broadening the campaign to end conscript
ion and educating our constituency about the role of the SADF and militaris
ation in S.A.
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One of the problems thrown up by this intensified contact with the black 
constituency relates to the widening gulf in experience, consciousness 
and militancy between the black and white communities. We feel that our 
work in the white community involves, amongst other things, the need to 
attempt to narrow this gap through contact with the black communities and 
through action, whilst remaining mindful of the point at which our supporters 
come into the campaign (i.e. conscription, and with a certain socialisation 
experience). Johannesburg ECC sees organising attendance at funerals, 
joint actions of a WJP type and of a protest nature, solidarity actions 
in townships and mother's meetings as helping to meet these aims of work
ing within the white community. These dimensions of ECC work are premised 
on good relationships with the black organisations and communities.

In this context, we took the opinion of the UDF exec on 'The Breytenbach 
Affair' in a serious light. We so not consider ourselves accountable to 
or under the discipline of the UDF, but we see ourselves as part of the 
broad anti-apartheid movement. Thus there is always a need to weigh up 
the implications of our actions in the context of consultation within 
this broad movement.

2. Cultural Boycott

At our Conference in January, ECC took a National decision not to break 
the cultural boycott. Johannesburg ECC therefore felt it important to 
abide by this decision in connection with Breyten Breytenbach. We asked 
the C11R in London to check the matter out on our behalf and the answer 
came back: 'Regret the disadvantages outweigh the advantages.'

In addition, Breytenbach himself had recently spoken at the SOS Racism 
conference in Paris, strongly motivating complete academic and cultural 
isolation of S.A.

3. ECC National Feeling

Johannesburg ECC recognised the need for broad national consultation on 
the Breytenbach issue. We asked regions to discuss the issue in the ir 
General Bodies, or at least at an executive level.

Johannesburg felt that there would be a need for national consensus on 
the issue only if Johannesburg ECC felt that we shouldinvite Breytenbach 
to speak. This was because inviting him would have far reaching consequen
ces for ECCs, particularly in regions which have strong links with the 
black communities. However, if we did not invite him, there would be no 
effects on the other regions. It is only because Breytenbach chose to 
attack ECC and Jodac for not offering him a platform that the issue has 
become widely publicised. This is not at all the kind of response we 
would have expected.

The issue was also discussed at length in the Johannesburg Afrikaans group. 
Their final feeling was that although great gains could be made within the 
Afrikaans constituency by inviting him, and although they felt 'hartseer' 
at the reservations expressed by the UDF, we should make the decision in 
the context of our work within the anti-apartheid movement as a whole.
Here the issue of unity was seen as more important than the issue of 
providing a platform.

In the light of these considerations, Johannesburg ECC General Body decided 
that the disadvantages of inviting Breytenbach did indeed outweigh the 
advantages.
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HUMAN AWARENESS PROGRAMME
Postal address: 
P O Box 95134 
Grant Park 2051

Telephone: 728-1211 
Fundraising Organisation: 01 100128 0007

Delivery address: 
147 Louis Botha Avenue 

Fellside 2192

MAY J_9 8 6

We invite your organisation/conference centre to be I is t. ed i n 
our publication BRIDGE !987, BRIDGE is an index of 
organisations and agencies in South~Africa which provide 
services, information and resources to the community.

been published regularly since i 9 7 9. In future a 
new edition will be published every second year.

During 1985 , the Human Awareness Programme did an evaluation 
of BRIDGE among users of the publication. The evaluation 
proved most useful and, as a result, we have made some 
changes to the questionnaire.

We would like your organisation/conference centre to be 
listed in B R IDGE 1937 and would appreciate your assistance in 
filling out the attached questionnaire.

Please iet us have your completed entries by the end of July
1986. If you do not wish to appear in BRIDGE 19 87“ BTeisi~ 
advise us. ------------- '

There is no charge for being listed in BRIDGE and you will 
only receive a copy if you order one.

The price of BR|DGE 1987 is R1 0 for organisations/conference 
centres listed in it. For aJJ_ other organisations and for 
individuals the price is R l 5. If you would like to receive 
a - P V / c o p . e s  of BRIDGE 1987 please fill in the order form 
attached and we will send the book to you on publications 
which should be by the end of I986.

The number of entries in BRIDGE has increased steadily since 
its first pub I i cat i on and we expec t to make it still more 
comprehensive this year. Thank you for your cooperation.

Janet B Shap i ro
Research and Development Officer

TRUSTEES: Harold Bernstein, Sheena Duncan, Bobby Godsell, Archbishop Denis Hurley, Br Jude Pieterse, Kathie Satchwell



BRIDGE ORDER FORM

Please send us copy/ies of BRIDGE 1987.

The cost is RIO per copy for organisations/conference 
centres that are J__j_sted in the book, and RI5 per copy 
for organisations~noT fisted.

P lease note:

* Orders of five copies or more wiil receive a 10% 
discount on both prices.

* Postage and packing costs are:

We enclose our cheque/postal order for R ......... Our
organisation/conference centre will /'will not be listed in 
BRIDGE - Jj)87

NA M E : .................................................

ADDRESS: ...................

1 copy:
2 - 3 copies: 
4 - 6  cop i e s :

R 0 ,5 0 
R1 ,35 
R2 ,2 5

CODE: PHONE:

Please send your order form to:

HUMAN AWARENESS PROGRAMME
BOX 95 134
GRANT PARK 2 0 51
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1 3  E C C  M E M B E R S  D E T A I N E D  L A S T  N I G H T  AND A F U R T H E R  12
I
IsSUtD WITH R E S T R I C T I O N  O R D E R S  P R E V E N T I N G  T H E M  F R O M  

W O R K I N G  I n ECC. T h E R E  WERE 2 S E P A R A T E  I N C I D E N T S  IN JHb AN 

ECC G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  A T T E N D E D  BY 18 R A I D E D  AND ALL T A K E N  TO 

JOHN V O R S T t R  SQuERE. 4 WERE D E T A I N E D  I R 0 E M E R G E N C Y  R E u S  

IE. C L A R E  VERBEEK, JHb, C H A I R

SttVE* hOvVRY, wAT. T R E A S U R E R ......... • "  ' • •

A N N E M A R I E  R A D E M E Y E R ,  JHB. E X E C  

SUE J O B S O N  , M E M B E R  JHB E C C  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  

THE O T H J  14 WERE R E L E A S E D ,  12 OF  W H O M  ISSUED WITH R E S T R I C T I O N  

ORERS.

IN CA P E  TOWN, 9 P R E S E N T  OF F O R M E R  E X E C  M E M B E R S  D E T A I N E D  P R K ) R

TO T O N I G H T ' S  E C C  R A L L Y  IN C A P E  T O W N  ON THE T H E M E  ’WAR IS NO

S O L U T I O N’. THE R A L L Y  IS G O I N G  AHEAD.

THE / ARE : M I K E  EVANS, F O R M E R  E C C  CHAIR.
P A U L a H A T H O R N ,  N E W L Y - E L E C T E D  CA P E  T O W N  C h A I R

C R I SPIN O l VER, F O R M E R  CAPE T O W N  E C C  , 3, 3 4 - )  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y  
ANDY O R P E N  CAPE T O W N  E X E C
A L I S T A I R E  T E E L  I N G - S M I T H , P R E S E N T  C T E C C  b E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y .
T O JIE G R I N D R O D ,  F O R M E R  C T E C C  EXEC.
M A T H E W  B L A T C H F O R D ,  E C C  E X E C  
F h L I C I T Y  WOOD, ” '’
MIKE R A U T E N B A C h



WE HAVE S T A R T E D  E X T E N S I V E  S U P P O R T  AND P U B L I C I T Y  ACTION. T h E 
F O L L O W I N G  S T A T E M E N T  ISSUED TO PRESS:

"  WE A B S O L U T E L Y  C O N D E M N  LA S T  N I G H T ’ S D E T E N T I O N  O F  E C C  M E M B E R S  IN 
CAPE TO W N  AND J O H A N N E S B U R G ,  AND THE R E S T R I C T I O N  O R D E R S  P L A C E D  ON 
O T H E R  M E M B E R S .

WE B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H I S  A C T I O N  OF THE A U T H O R I T I E S  IS G R O S S L Y  
C O U N T E R - P R O D U C T I V E  TO F I N D I N b  S O L U T I O N S  TO T H E  P R O B L E M S  IN O U R  
COUNTRY. THE E C C  M E M B E R S  D E T A I N E D  AND R E S T R I C T E D  ARE S O UTH A F R I C A N S  
OF THE H I G H E S T  C A L I B R E .  T H E Y  ARE C O M M I T T E D  TO THE C A U S E  O F  
J U S T I C E  AND P E A C E  IN S O UTH A F R I C A  AND H A V E  D O N E  M U C H  WORK TO T H I S  
END. THE S TATE A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E M  S E R I O U S L Y  V I O L A T E S  THE P O S I T I V E  
ROLE T H E Y  ARE P L A Y I N G  IN L A W F U L L Y  T R Y I N G  TO E N D  T H E  C O N F L I C T  IN SOUTH 
AF R I C A  AND WORK FOR S O L U T I O N S .  M O R E  T H A N  60 E C C  M E M B E R S  H A V E  BtEN 
D E T A I N E D  I + U THE E M E R G E N C Y  YET N O T  O N E  H A S  BE E N  C H A R G E D  WITH 
ANY O F F E N C E .  WHY T H E N  DO THE A U T H O R I T I E S  S T I L L  H A R R A S S  AND D E T A I N  
ECC M E M B E R S ?  WE C A L L  FOR THE I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  O F  THE D E T A I N E E S  
AND THE L I F T I N G  OF THE R E S T R I C T I O N  O R D E R S .

P L t A S E  CAN YOU:

1 P A S S  ON THE M E S S A G E  TO WRI , WRL IN N E W  YORK AND J U D I T H  d A L S E k 
(UN Q U A K E R  O F F I C E )

2 DO A N Y T H I N G  KE S U P P O R T  , P R E S S U R E  AND S O L I D A K l T Y .

MUCH LOVE 

DAVID S H A N D L E R

3 D E C E M B E R  1986

C O R R E C T I O N S

LINE 1 S H O U L D  RE A D  13 E C C . ..

4 - 8 6 5 1 9  SA
<8=
21 118 Cl IR G



I support the declaration calling on the government 
to recognise freedom of conscience, and to allow 
ECC the right to speak!
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Â v̂ vk



Q i + . o , ^

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG

1 Jan Smuts Avenue 
Johannesburg 
2001 South Africa

Telegrams 'Uniwits’ 
Telex 4-27125 SA 
S ’ (011) 716-1111

Telephone (011)

Enquiries

D-te 23rd Sep t e m b e r , 1985.

Mr. Harald Winkler,

c/o End Conscription Campaign,
KHOTSA HOUSE.

Dear Harald,

We would like to share our horror and outrage with you over the present 

violence in the townships and elsewhere in the country, and we support 

the bold action which you and others are taking in protest against this.

We extend our solidarity and support to all those people who are presently 

engaged in forms of protest, and will support the End Conscription Campaign 

with the events the organisation has organised for the next three weeks.

We also extend our solidarity to all those people who in one way or another, 
are victims of the current situation.

We deplore the use of military force within the country and outside as a 
means of solving the current political and economic crisis.

If we can be of any assistance to you in your studies, please do not hesitate 
to make this known to u s .

Yours faithfully,

u. o \ A T  '

[3
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Room 227

Khotso House

42 De Villiers Str.

Johannesburg

2 Hay.1986.

Dear Phillipa

On-behalf of the ECG Executive and the members, I would like to 

extend our appreciation and thanks to you for your assistance 

and advice oh the night of Tuesday, 29 April with regard to the 

actions of the military police,and the arrest of Phillip 

Wilkenson.

The manner in which Phillip was arrested is inexcusable and 

an unpleasant experience for all those involved. Thank you for 

coming forward and offering your help - it was most invaluable.

Once again thank you for your support of Phillip and lie ECO.

Some news of Phillip - Rev. Rob Robertson managed to see him on 

the morning of Wednesday, 30th. April and he seemed to be in good 

spirits.

Yours Sincerely

U j J X V -----K
% ~ ~ 7  •

Adele Kirsten (ECC Executive - Secretary)
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Room 227 

Khotso House

AZ De Yilliers 

Johannesburg.

3 May 1986.

Bear Friends,

Enclosed please find two cheques in lieu of payment for 

the reproduction of ECC media.

a. The sum of R381.92 for a schools A4 pamphlet.- 

t>. The sum of R432.32 for the ECC Focus.

Yours Sincerely,

Adele Kirsten (ECC EXECUTIVE - Secretary)
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Room 227

Khotso House

42 De Villiers Str.

Johannesburg.

3 May 1986

Dear r̂ Wie.i'vvxl̂

On behalf of the ECC Executive and ECC members, I would like to 

thank you for joining us in the Children's Peace Holiday Programme ' 

and volunteering to be there for that entire week of 1 - 4 April.

We really do appreciate the time you gave, but more than that, 

it was your enthusiasm, energy and committment to the vision of 

that programme that was most valuable. Thank you for that]

We could not have offered that programme to the children of Westbury 

without your willingness to be there, yet it seems that we all 

benefited and gained- mew insights because of our contact and 

relationships with the children themselves. I believe that your 

being there contributed something to the call of the ECC - to 

work for a just peace in this country.

We hope that you will remain in touch with one another and that 

you will support other ECC events. ECC will also keep in touch with 

you, informing you of our next campaign or public events.

In Peace,

A t a s K -  -

Adele Kirsten [e CC Executive - Secretary)



End Conscription Campaign
227/9 Khotso House 
42 De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg
2000

I e!: 337-6™ c . S a tu rd a y  May 3 1986
Telex: 4-86519 S.A. J 1

Dear F r ie n d s ,

On b e h a lf  o f  th e  End C o n s c r ip t io n  Cam paign, I w ould l i k e  to  

thank a l l  o f  you fo r  your a c t i v e  su p p o rt and i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

ECC and our s t r u g g le  fo r  a j u s t  p eace in  South  A f r ic a .

The l e t t e r s  o f  su p p o rt fo r  th e  W orking For A J u s t  P eace  

cam paign and fo r  P h i l i p  W ilkenson  have h e lp e d  to  p ut p r e s s u r e  

on th e  South  A fr ic a n  governm ent and on th e  a p a r th e id  arm y.

I t  was im p ortan t fo r  th e  ECC th a t  I had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to

m eet w ith  so  many d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s , so  th a t  we have th e

a b i l i t y  to  b e t t e r  u n d ersta n d  U .S . p o l i t i c a l  movements and

th e  ch an ce t o  t e l l  our p a r t  o f  th e  grow in g  movement

o p p o sin g  and r e s i s t i n g  a p a r th e id  and th e  South  A fr ic a n

D efen se  F o r c e s . I t  i s  im p o rta n t th a t  we c o n tin u e  to  com m unicate

and work t o g e t h e r .

Thanks A g a in .

S in c e r e ly ,

rin Evans 

ir  th e  ECC, Joh an n esb u rg  SA

fend



9 Bonair Road,
RONDEBOSCH
7700
5 May 1986

Ms. Marlene Powell,
End Conscription Campaign,
227/9 Khotso House,
De Villiers Street,
JOHANNESBURG 2001

Dear Marlene,

I promised to let you have the cost of my air ticket 
to Johannesburg for the meeting last week. It is 
the normal economy class return, namely R460,00.
On another matter, I was very disturbed to learn that 
when it became clear that Beyers Naude would not be 
able to take the chair, an initial approach was made 
to Mr. Jules Browde. However, subsequently, a 
further message was sent stating that he "was not 
acceptable". I am not sure by whom. I have known 
Mr. Browde as a very distinguished advocate who has 
spent a great deal of his time defending political 
prisoners and is a man of great integrity and warm 
compassion. I would be most grateful if you would 
look into this matter and let me know the details 
as to what transpired.
I look forward to hearing from you.
With good wishes,



End Conscription Campaign_________
227/9 Khotso House 
42 De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg 
2000

Tel: 337-6796 7 May \ 986
Telex: 4-86519 S.A.

Could your organization make use of conscripts who wanted to work for 

it for up to six years?

This a question of concern to a great many white men who would rather 

do their national service in a welfare, religious or community organ

isation than in the SADF.

At present all white men have to serve a total of 4 years in the SADF. 

Those who object to military service, and who are recognised by the 

Board for Religious Objection as religious pacifists, are able to do 

between three and six years alternative service in a government de

partment.

The End Conscription Campaign (ECC) believes that, until the system of 

conscription is ended, the scope of alternative service should be broad

ened. We are therefor calling on the government to make alternative 

service available to ail conscripts who in good conscience object to 

serving in the SADF, and to reduce the length of alternative service to 

the equivalent length of military service.

We also feel that, as in most European countries, alternative service 

should be available in religious, welfare and community organisations, 

and not only in state departments. Conscripts doing their service in 

organisations like yours could make a meaningful contribution to 

addressing issues of social concern and to improving the quality of life 

in South Africa.

W e  would greatly appreciate your filling in the questionaire attached, 

indicating whether your organisation could in principle make use of



men who were allowed to do their alternative service with you.

Like religious objectors currently working in Government departments, the 

men would be paid by the state at soldiers pay, and would serve a continuous 

period of between three and six years (depending on whether they have done 

their initial two years of military service). You would thus have time to 

train the men and be sure of their services for this period. We are certain 

that such full-time workers would be a valuable asset to your organisation, 

and facilitate its growth.

We will be approaching as many religious, welfare and community organisations 

to determine the viability of ECC's proposals for the broadening of altern

ative service. We intend to publicise the results of the questionaires, and 

possibly submit them to the government. In doing so we will make it clear 

that positive replies to our questions do not imply support for ECC. We 

therefor ask that you fill in the questionaire even though you might not 

agree with our stand.

As the role of the SADF has become more controversial, a rapidly growing 

number of conscripts are experiencing a profound crisis of conscience about 

serving in the military. They would prefer to do their national service in 

other, constructive ways. We belive they should have the right to do this.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Yours sincerely

Laurie Nathan

ECC National Organiser



QUESTIONNAIRE

1) NAME OF ORGANISATION:

2) AIMS OF ORGANISATION:

3) COULD YOUR ORGANISATION, IN PRINCIPLE, MAKE USE OF CONSCRIPTS FOR THREE TO 

SIX YEARS?........................................................................

4) HOW MANY CONSCRIPTS COULD YOU MAKE USE OF, AND IN WHAT CAPACITY?



End Conscription Campaign___________
227/9 Khotso House 
42 De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg 
2000
Tel: 337-6796 7 May 1986
Telex: 4-86519 S.A.

Could your organization make use of conscripts who wanted to work for 

it for up to six years?

This a question of concern to a great many white men who would rather 

do their national service in a welfare, religious or community organ

isation than in the SADF.

At present all white men have to serve a total of 4 years in the SADF.

Those who object to military service, and who are recognised by the 

Board for Religious Objection as religious pacifists, are able to do 

between three and six years alternative service in a government de

partment.

The End Conscription Campaign (ECC) believes that, until the system of 

conscription is endec!, the scope of alternative service should be broad

ened. We are therefor calling on the government to make alternative 

service available to all conscripts who 'in good conscience object to 

serving in the SADF, and to reduce the length of alternative service to 

the equivalent length of military service.

we also feel that, as in most European countries, alternative service 

should be available in religious, welfare and community organisations, 

and not only in state departments. Conscripts doing their service in 

organisations like yours could make a meaningful contribution to 

addressing issues of social concern and to improving the quality of life 

in South Africa.

We  would greatly appreciate your filling in the questionaire attached, 

indicating whether your organisation could in principle make use of

fend C of'fC f’ip l'im  [?<*'<]”
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