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X fta ^ y p A ^ y  *& » **£  A * ~ * -* t  *& *£ £ ■

j ? *  / * * * > & -  Z e e  a ^  ^ X X X ^

^ ~ C fih ~ + X -x Z z i d Z c n X y r

f + * * y  Z e> ~  s X C t. ^ L ^ Z Z Z Z Z Z  /& L -

* t , Z y z X L  J X / ^ jr t jr X -  & y  a x A T

Z /x  * * * * * * / *  /C u t^ c A , < z& x _

* 7

~r& *t'^ t4 *Z x A '& fL - ^X ~ A % »X Z (J^ y ,

t * 7 < > -t ^ £ . ,

v . __ 
V̂ rf *X - ^ y ^ 4 ~ )e y Z ^ -Z y  /X £ ,

* 1 * .* c & ~ !

( ^  /Z t ^  - < ^ C ^

' y & is /jy  A* *̂̂ 7 ^

Z c y ^ C /X v -  d & ^ '-e-C  -»-̂ w 

J/ / £ /  //-*->A --

’'A ^cX X ~ A A ^ y i^t^j ^-«_^>«-y’“ ■
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DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

ARTICLE I

NAME: The name of th is Organisation shall be the LAYMEN'S LEAGUE of
the AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

AIMS AND 
O B JE C TS:

ARTICLE I I

(a) To en lis t and co-ordinate the manpower of the Church 
in the performance of essential Christian A c t iv it ie s , 
and to Inspire men to support the to ta l progress of the 
Church in the local congregation, the community, and 
the denomination.

(b) To promote fellowship among men, and to cu ltivate the 
Christian L ife  of laymen through study and discussion, 
worship and service.

(c) To promote among men a more defin ite and in te lligent 
understanding of the Christian Faith and L ife , and of 
the meaning of the Church.

(d) To promote Church attendance and to en list unchurched 
men for fellowship in , and service through the Church; 
and to bring unsaved men into v ita l relations with God 
in Christ through personal contact with Him.

(e) To keep men aware of the ir duties and obligations as 
members of the Church through the local congregation, 
and to encourage co-operation with the Pastor, Officers 
and other Organisations in stimulating the development 
of the ''work of the Church in the local congregation.

ARTICLE I I I

MEMBERSHIP: The membership sha ll consist of both male and female lay 
members of eighteen years of age and over who are in good 
and regular standing with the A.M.E. Church, Membership 
w il l  also include Associate Members consisting of the 
Ministers of the A.M.E. Church and other interested Chris­
tian men and women of the community. Associate Members shall 
not have the privilege of voting in the regular meetings of 
the Organisation.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS: The Officers of the Organisation sha ll be:-
President
Membership Vice-President 
Programme Vice-President
Fellowship and Co-operation Vice-President 
Secretary, and Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer, and Two Committee Members.

These Officers Scall be elected for a term of one year and sha ll 
be e lig ib le  for re-election.

ARTICLE V

THE EXECUTIVE The Executive Committee sha ll consist of the elected 
COMMITTEE: Officers of the Organization, the committee members,

and the Pastor. The President sha ll be Chairman.

ARTICLE VI

FISCAL YEAR: The F isca l Year sha ll be from 1st January to the 51st
December each year.

ARTICLE V II

AMENDMENTS 
i AND V O T IN G :: 1 
l *

A ll amendments sha ll be effected by the Annual Conference 
Laymen’ s League. To effect same two-thirds majority 
sha ll be necessary, and voting sha ll be by ballot.
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The ballot sha ll be used also In the election of Office-bearers.

SPECIAL NOTE TO SMALL CHURCHES

PASTOR of small Churches who may find It  d if f ic u lt  to carry out the
scheme In its  entirety are requested to appeal to the PRESIDENT 
of the ANNUAL CONFERENCE LAYMEN'S LEAGUE for assistance on how 
they may organize the LAYMEN'S LEAGUE in the ir areas.

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I

DUTIES OF Section (a) ,  the President sha ll preside at a l l  meetings of 
OFFICERS: the Organisation, and the Executive Committee. He sha ll

appoint a l l  special committees, f i l l  a l l  vacancies of the 
Executive Committee, and shall be a member ex-Officio of a l l  
Committees, and sha ll be Chairman of the Executive Committee.

Section (b),  the Membership Vice-President shall be charged 
with the responsib ility of en listing  new members in the Org­
anisation, and of maintaining attendance of a l l  meetings. He 
sha ll submit names of a l l  prospective members to the Executive 
Committee for approval and recommendation for acceptance. He 
sha ll preside at meetings when the President is  absent.

Section (c) ,  the Programme Vice-President sha ll be in charge of 
the Programme of the Organisation and sha ll co-operate with the 
Sub-Committees appointed for special work. The Programme shall 
be planned to cover either a year or s ix  months. He sha ll sub­
mit the suggested programme to theExecutive Committee for app­
roval. He sha ll preside when the Membership Vice-President and 
the President are absent.

Section (d),  the Fellowship and Co-operation Vice-President ■' 
sha ll plan a l l  social a c t iv it ie s  of the Organisation and submit 
same to the Executive Committee for approval. He sha ll preside 
at a l l  meetings when the President, Membership Vice-President 
and the Programme Vice-President are absent.

Section (e) ,  the Secretary sha ll keep proper books of account 
and the minutes of the meetings of the Organisation and of the 
Exective Committee. He sha ll also make an Annual Report of the 
Organisation, and do whatever correspondence may be necessary.

Section ( f ) ,  the Treasurer sha ll keep proper books of account 
of the Organization and sha ll see tiat a l l  monies are banked in 
a recognized banking organization. A ll disbursements sha ll be 
upon the approval of the Executive Committee, and he sha ll also 
make the Annual Financial Reports.

ARTICLE I I

MEMBERSHIP: A ll applications for membership in th is Orgnization sha ll be
referred by the Membership Vice-President to the Executive 

Committee which sha ll approve and recommend the applications to the 
Organization for acceptance. No member from another C ircu it shall 
be taken into membership u n til the REMOVAL NOTE from the PASTOR of 
the C ircu it has been produced.

ARTICLE I I I

DUES: The dues sha ll be a year payable
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ARTICLE IV

MEETINGS: This Organization shall meet at least twice each month. One
meeting sha ll be the regular meeting of the body,, and the other 

a social meeting. The Executive Committee sha ll meet once each 
month and at such other times as the President may c a l l .  The time 
and place of the meeting to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE V

ELECTION OF The election of Officers shall be held annually. The vote 
OFFICERS: sha ll be by ballo t. A majority of those present sha ll be

necessary to e lect.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES: This Organization sha ll consist of four area-of-work
Committees to be known as follows

( i )  Personal Faith and Christian Living
( i i )  The Local Church and it s  Administration 

( i l l )  Mission and Evangelism 
( iv)  Christian Social Service and Action

These Committees sha ll consist of not more than nine members each.
(a) The Personal and Christian Living Committee. This sha ll be 

empowered to organize a permanent Sub-Committee within i t s e lf  
to be known as the WORSHIP which w il l  be responsible for fe 
devotions of the general meetings and for inspiring the League 
to be regular in its  attendance upon the co-operate worship 
services of the Local Church for enlisting  unchurched men and 
for encouraging church attendance.

(b) The Local Church and it s  Administration Committee sha ll be 
empowered to organize within it s e lf  a permanent Sub-Committee 
to be known as the FINANCE COMMITTEE which sha ll be charged 
with the responsib ility of encouraging members of the League 
to support the Financial Programme of the Church through 
direct giving.

(c) The Christian Social and Action Committee shall be empowered
to organize within it s e lf  a permanent Sub-Committee to be 
known as the SICK AND COMMITTEE which sha ll be
responsible for encouraging the members of the League to v is it  
the sick at home and in the hospital, to v is i t  the imprisoned 
and generally to promote the welfare of the unfortunate and 
the community as a whole.

ARTICLE V II

AUORUM: The members present at a l l  meetings sha ll constitute a quorum.
At the Executive committee meeting those present sha ll constitute 
a quorum.

ARTICLE V I I I

DIVISION OF 
THE LAYMEN'S 
REPRESENTATION:

(a) The Divisions of the Laymen's League sha ll be as 
follows :-

( i )  The Local League 
(i i ) Conference League

( i i i )  Episcopal League
( iv)  Connectional League.

(b) The Head of the Local League shall, be a member of 
the O ffic ia l Board.

(c) The Local League sha ll be amenable to.the quarterly 
Conf orence.

(d) Each League in a Local Church with five  hundred 
(5 0 0 ) members or less sha ll elect one member of 
the League to be a member of the Laymen's League
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