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1976 AND AFTER

Mr Chairman, Ladies and gentlemen, fellow compatriots and country-
men. Our presence here this afternoon should not be viewed as
merely a gathering of remembrance. This meeting should be regarded
as a token of resistance against an inhuman system of a government
guilty of the most callous and barbaric atrocities ever levelled
against a people. People often talk of Nazism and Fascism as if
they are mere memories in the shameful pages of history, hopeful
that mankind will forever be vigilant NEVER to relive those moments.
But for us who live in South Africa today, Fascism and Nazism are
welland alive in Pretoria. Their fervour brought us June 16, 1976.
Their consistant weight weighs heavy in the lives of the oppressed
and exploited masses of our people. In this regard, it becomes im-
perative that today, eight years from that fateful day of June 16,
1976, we must not be content with mere remembrances. We must take
full stock not only of the causes of such brutal killings, but also
command a fundamental understanding of the social forces, the na-
tional and international interconnections that characterises the
social fabric of the day.

The random killings of June 16 and subsequent events were outcomes
of the government®s 1974 decision, announced by the Southern Trans-
vaal Director of the then Bantu Education, W C Ackerman who announ-
ced that English and Afrikaans were to assume a 50-50 basis in
Junior Secondary Schools.This was an announcement and as usual,laid
ho basis for discussion. We know now various deputations and dis-
cussions between students and principals were 1n vain, leaving the__
students with no option but to register their messages through a
peaceful protest march. And we know today that the repressive agents
of the state replied with the usual ever present nemom of brutality.
The problems of education in this country, which started a long time
ago were to culminate in that manner.

Bantu education as a sham system of education was not conjured up by
its architects simply because the people who were to become its - —
victims were Black by colour.lt found its basis in the very economic \
structure that held the social fabric then. Afeter the military con-
quest of our forefathers the oppressor realized that until he could
inculcate a pseudo culture that would finally obliterate any sense

of self respect and dignity, even his miltary might was not enough

to consistently keep thevanquished in a position of perpetual servi-
tude. With the "discovery” of more arable land, diamonds and later
egold there was a perpetual hunger for more labour, vast unskilled
“abour resources that require no high education necessitated a sys-

tem of an Inferior education was to be dished out at tribal and raci-
ally segregated institutions. With residential area separated on the
basis of ethnicity, and economic power in the hands of few while
political power was the domain of a White minority, the picture of
racial capitalism was complete. The architects of this diabolic sys-
tem thought that the future was secure in their hands. Jt was until
June 1976 when the youth in the country exploded with a resounding

note that the falacies of Apartheid and racial capitalism shook to

the core.
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