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ON F R I D A Y  MY MO TH E R  AND OUR  A T T O R N E Y  SAW MY 

F A T H E R  AT  P O L L S M O O R  P R I S O N  TO  O B T A I N  H I S  A N S W E R  

T O  B O T H A ' S  O F F E R  OF C O N D I T I O N A L  R E L E A S E .

T H E  P R I S O N  A U T H O R I T I E S  A T T E H P T E D  TO S T O P  T H I S  

S T A T E M E N T  B E I N G  HADE  BUT HE WO U L D  H AV E  NO NE  OF 

T H I S  AND MADE  I T  C L EA R  T H A T  HE WOULD  MAKE THE  

S T A T E M E N T  TO  Y O U ,  T HE  P E O P L E .

S T R A N C E R S  L I K E  B E T H E L L  FROH  E N C L A N D  AND • 

P R O F E S S O R  D A S H  FROH T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  H AV E  I N  

R E C E N T  W EE K S  BEEN A U T H O R I S E D  BY P R E T O R I A  TO -SEE 

MY F A T HE R  W I T H O U T  R E S T R I C T I O N  Y E T  P R E T O R I A  

C A N N OT  A L L O W  Y O U ,  T H E  P E O P L E ,  TO  HE AR  WHAT  HE 

HAS TO SAY D I R E C T L Y .  HE S H O U L D  BE HE RE  H I H S E L F  

TO T E L L  YOU WHAT HE T H I N K S  OF T H I S  S T A T E M E N T  BY 

B O T H A .  HE I S  NOT ALLOWED.  TO DO S O .  HY H O T H E R  WHO 

A L S O  HE A RD  H I S  WORDS  IS  A L S O  NOT  A L L O W E D  TO 

S P E A K  TO  YOU T O D A Y .

HY F A T H E R  AND H I S  C O M RA D E S  AT P O L L S H O O R  P R I S O N  

• S E N D  T H E I R  C R E E T I N C S  TO YOU T HE  F RE E DO M  L O V I N G  

P E O P L E  OF T H I S  OUR T R A G I C  LAND  IN THE  FULL  

C O N F I D E N C E  T H A T  YOU W I L L  CARRY  ON THE  S T R U G G L E  

FOR F R E E D O H .

RE W I T H  H I S  C O H R A D E S  AT P O L L S M O O R  P R I S O N  SEND 

T H E I R  V E R Y  W A R H E S T  G R E E T I N G S  TO  B I S H O P  T U T U .  

B I S H O P  TU T U  HAS HADE  I T  C L EA R  TO  THE  WORLD  T HA T  

THE  N O B E L  P E A C E  P R I Z E  B E L O N G S  TO YOU WHO ARE  THE  

P E O P L E .  WE S A L U T E  H I H .

MY F AT HE R  AND  H I S  C O M RA D E S  AT P O L L S H O O R  P R I S O N  

ARE G R A T E F U L  TO THE  U N I T E D  D E M O C R A T I C  FRONT  WHO 

W I T H O U T  H E S I T A T I O N  MADE T H I S  V E N U E  A V A I L A B L E  TO 

T HEM  SO T H A T  T HE Y  C O U L D  S P E A K  TO  YOU T O D A Y .

• MY F A T H E R  AND H I S  C O H R A D E S  W I S H  TO H AKE  T H I S  

S T A T E H E N T  TO  Y O U ,  T H E  P E O P L E ,  F I R S T .  T HE Y  ARE 

C L E A R  T H A T  T H E Y  ARE A C C O U N T A B L E  TO YOU AND TO 

YOU A U O N E .  AND  T H A T  K O U  S H O U L D  HEAR T H E I R  V I E W S



PACE2

D I R E C T L Y  AND NOT  T H R O U G H  O T H E R S .  ' ' .

MY F AT HE R  S P E A K S  NOT  O NL Y  FOR  H I H S E L F  AND FOR 

H I S  COMRA D E S  AT P O L L S M O O R  P R I S O N . B U T  HE H O P E S  HE 

A L S O ' S P E A K S  FOR A L L  T H O S E  I N ’ J A I L  FOR T H E I R :  

O P P O S I T I O N  TO  A P A R T H E I D ,  FOR  . A L L ' . T H O S E  WHO A RE  

' B A N I S H E D ,  FOR A L L  T H O S E  WHO A RE  I N  E X I L E ,  FOR  

A L L  THOSE  WHO S U F F E R  UNDER  A P A R T H E I D ,  FOR  A L L  

T H O S E  WHO A R E  O P P O N E N T S  OF A P A R T H E I D  AND FOR  ALL  

T H O S E  WHO A R E  O P P R E S S E D  AND E X P L O I T E D .

T H R O U G H O U T  OUR  S T R U C C L E  T H E R E  H A V E  BEEN P U P P E T S  

WHO HAVE C L A I M E D  TO S P E A K  FOR Y O U .  T HE Y  H AV E  

MADE  T H I S  C L A I M ,  BOTH HERE AND A B R O A D .  T HEY  ARE 

O F  NO C O N S E Q U E N C E .  HY F A T H E R  AND  H I S  C O L L E A C U E S  

W I L L  NOT BE L I K E  T H E M .

MY FATHER  S A Y S  I AH A HE MBER  OF  T H E  A F R I C A N  

N A T I O N A L  C O N C R E S S .  I HAVE A L W A Y S - B E E N  A HE MBER 

O F  THE A F R I C A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N G R E S S  AND I W I L L  

R E M A I N  A M E H B E R  OF  T HE  A F R I C A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N C R E S S  

U N T I L  THE DAY I D I E .  O L I V E R  T A M B O  I S  HUCH MORE 

T H A N  A B R O T H E R  TO M E .  HE I S  MY G R E A T E S T  F R I E N D  

A N D  COHRADE F O R  N E A R L Y  F I F T Y  Y E A R S .  I F  T H E R E  I S  

ANY  ONE A M O N G S T  YOU WHO C H E R I S H E S  MY F R E E D O M  

O L I V E R  T A H B O  C H E R I S H E S  I T  MORE AND I KNOW T HA T  

H E  WOULD C I V E  H I S  L I F E  TO SE E  ME F R E E .  T H E R E  I S  

N O  D I F F E R E N C E  BE TWE E N  H I S  V I E W S  AND M I N E .

KY  FATHER S A Y S  I- AH S U R P R I S E D  AT  T HE  C O N D I T I O N S  

T H A T  THE G O V E R N M E N T  WANTS  TO  I M P O S E  ON M E .  I AM 

N O T  A V I O L E N T  MA N .  MY C O L L E A G U E S  AND I WROTE  IN 

1 9 5 2  TO H AL A N  A S K I N G  FOR A R O U N D  T A B L E  

C O N F E R E N CE  TO  F I N D  A S O L U T I O N  TO  THE  P R O B L E H S  OF 

OUR  COUNTRY BUT T H A T  WAS I G N O R E D .

WHEN  S T R I J D O M  WAS I N  P O W E R ,  WE HA D E  THE  SAME 

O F F E R .  A G A I N  I T  WAS I G N O R E D .

WHEN  V E R U O E R D  WAS I-N POWER WE A S K E D  FOR A 

- N A T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  FOR A LL  T H E  P E O P L E  IN SOUTH 

A F R I C A  TO D E C I D E  ON T H E I R  F U T U R E .  T H I S  T O O ,  WAS 

I N  V A I N .

I T  WAS ONLY T HE N  WHEN A L L  O T H E R  FORMS OF 

R E S I S T A N C E  WERE NO L O NG E R  O P E N  TO US T H A T  U£ 

T U R N E D  TO ARMED S T R U C C L E .

L E T  BOTHA S HO U  T H A T  HE I S  D I F F E R E N T  TO H A L A N ,  

S T R I J D O M  AND V E R W O E R D .

L E T  H I H  R E NO U N C E  V I O L E N C E .

L E T  H I H  SAY T H A T  HE W I L L  D I S M A N T L E  A P A R T H E I D .



L E T  H I M  U N B A N  T H E  P E O P L E S  O R G A N I S A T I O N ,  T H E  

A F R I C A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N C R E S S .  . - .

L E T  H I H  F RE E  A L L  WHO H A V E - B E E N  I M P R I S O N E D  1 ' 

B A N I S H E D  OR  E X I L E D  FOR T H E I R  O P P O S I T I O N  TO 

' A P A R T H E I D  ........... - : 7 - - : :?*1

L E T  H I M  G U A R A N T E E  F RE E  P O L I T I C A L  A C T I V I T Y  SO 

T H A T  THE  P E O P L E  MAY D E C I D E  WHO W I L L  G O V E R N  T H E M .

1. - • . .  . .  - ‘ . V * ' <
“  *• * ’  ’  -/v- .»■ * • . r -  *  ► .*- *- • •

I C H E R I S H  MY OWN F RE E DO M  D E A R L Y  BUT  I CARE E V E N '  

MORE FOR Y O U R  F R E E D O H .  T OO  MANY H A V E  D I E D  S I N C E  

I WENT TO P R I S O N .  TOO  MANY H A V E  S U F F E R E D  FOR THE 

L O V E  OF F R E E D O M .  I OWE I T  TO  T H E I R  W I D O W S ,  TO 

T H E I R  O R P H A N S ,  TO  T H E I R  M O T H E R S  AND TO T H E I R  

F A T HE R S  WHO H A V E  C R I E V E D  AND W E P T  FOR T H E M .  NOT  

ONLY  I H A V E  S U F F E R E D  D U R I N G  T H E S E  L O N G  L O N E L Y  

W A S T ED  Y E A R S .  I  AM NOT L E S S  L I F E  L O V I N G  THAN YOU 

A R E .  BUT I C A N N O T  S E L L  MY B I R T H R I G H T  NOR AH I 

P R E P A R E D  TO S E L L  T HE  B I R T H R I G H T  OF  T HE  P E O P L E  TO 

BE F R E E .  I AH I N  P R I S O N  AS T H E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  OF 

T H E  P E O P L E  AND OF  Y O UR  O R G A N I S A T I O N  THE  A F R I C A N  

N A T I O N A L  C O N C R E S S  W H I C H  WAS B A N N E D .  WHAT  FREEDOM 

AM I B E I N C  O F F E R E D  W H I L S T  T H E  O R G A N I S A T I O N  OF 

T H E  P E O P L E  R E M A I N S  B A N N E D .  W H A T  F R E E D O H  AH I 

B E I N C  O F F E R E D  WHEN I  HAY BE A R R E S T E D  ON A P A SS  

O F F E N C E .  W HA T  F R E E D O M  AH I B E I N C  O F F E R E D  TO L I V E  

MY L I F E  AS A F A M I L Y  W I T H  MY D E A R  W I F E  WHO 

R E H A I N S  IN B A N I S M E N T  IN B R A N D F O R T .  WHAT  F RE E D O H  

AH I  B E I N C  O F F E R E D  WHEN* I M U S T  ASK. FOR 

P E R M I S S I O N  T O  L I V E  IN  AN U RB A N  A R E A .  WHAT 

F R E E D O H  AM I B E I N C  O F F E R E D  WHEN  I NEED  A S T AHP  

I N  MY P A S S  TO S E E K  W O R K .  WHAT  F R E E D O H  AH I B E I N C  

O F F E R E D  WHEN HY VE R Y  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  C I T I Z E N S H I P  

I S  NOT R E S P E C T E D .

ONLY  FREE  HEN  CAN N E G O T I A T E .  P R I S O N E R S  CA N N OT  

E N T E R  I N T O  C O N T R A C T S .  HE RHAN  T O I V O  J A  T O I V O ,

WHEN F R E E D ,  N E V E R  CAVE  ANY U N D E R T A K I N G ,  NOR WAS 

HE C A L L E D  UP O N  TO  DO S O .  HY F A T H E R  S A Y S  I CANNOT  

AND W I L L  N OT  G I V E  ANY U N D E R T A K I N G  AT  A T I H E  WHEN 

I AND YOU T H E  P E O P L E  ARE NOT F R E E .  YOUR  F RE E D O H  

AND H I N E  C A N N O T  BE S E P E R A T E D .  I W I L L  R E T U R N .
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