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The 22
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Jn  May and June 1969 large num bers o f people were arrested and detained without trial, speci­
fically for interrogation. Tliey were held in solitary confinem ent, incom m unicado, i.e.. 

without access to their fam ilies, friends, ministers o f religion or lawyers.

22 o f these people were form ally charged in October 1969 and the trial proceeded in the Sup­
reme Court until the 16th February, 1970. On that day the Attorney General appeared in 
Court and withdrew the charges.

T he Judge form ally acquitted all 22 accused. Norm ally in such cases, acquitted persons arc 
free to leave the Court.

These 22 people were then and there im m ediately redctained under the Terrorism  Act and 
whisked away from  the court to disappear from  public sight and knowledge. T he Terrorism 
Act gives the Security P o lice  the power to hold detained persons incom m unicado, for an indefin ­
ite period, specificallv for  interrogation. They are entitled to ^ e  only their ja ilors and their 
interrogators.

‘ ‘ W hen circum stances perm it they m ay see a magistrate once a m onth.

During the brief trial o f  the 22, State witnesses testified that, they had been subjected to tor­
ture during their interrogation.

W H A T  H A P P E N S  T O  PE O PL E  IN  D E T E N T IO N ?

W hat has been happening to these 17 men and 5 wom en since their redetention?
There is n o  *vay o f  fin d in g  out. as no one has access to them.
H O W  M A N Y  O T H E R  PE O PLE  A R E  LO C K E D  A W A Y  W IT H O U T  T R IA L  IN OU R 

P R ISO N S?

Figures are not available. It is "n o t  in the interests o f  the State to disclose this in form ation.

D uring 1969, 9 people died in detention.

T h e  laws o f our country are circum venting the administration o f justice. Som e years ago the 
cry was “ Charge or R elease". This year 22 people were charged and were found not guilty o f 
the charges against them .

T H E Y  W E R E  N O T  R E LE A SE D .

These 22 people must not be forgotten.

N O R  M U ST A L L  T H E  O T H E R  P E O PL E  L O C K E D  U P W IT H O U T  T R IA L  IN OUR JA ILS 
BE F O R G O T T E N .

W e stand here today to record our total condem nation o f a system w hich can remove people 
from  their hom es, take them to far away places, keep them in solitary confinem ent, interrogate 
them con tin u ou s !', and detain them indefinitely before it is decided whether to charge them or 
not.
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