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" .  " ~ x o v --------- . V  r $ "
• . . . Interview with . .• ' .* * • I* ' ■* * • *» * . • *♦ _ * ** «r r* *•% * . ' • •

• ^  .  * . * . » • *  v .  , ■ r 7 .‘ " V . *

. f . ' . vis UDF/beginning to focus on rural ere a s%.,*••.*• "/ ■ : *•'
have taken a decision to intehisify" our^irgeniistiwi in ' ‘

!• ’• -’V rural areas ‘.in the' period after .the* eleVt'i&V--
•% "v- ,r - *’-1 • '>*.- •••.••• . *
_ •" ' Q_ Are ,there many rural organizations afflilieted to CD? ?

A It is ijrue to .say thet we have strong rapport in the t u t b I  areas ,{wT 
>/. : ^rfie^.rt tvhith still, hps to be ’converieiTinto formal orgeniaat- ;*

. >' ^  .you go into ereas like •N.Ca.pe^'weAlready have orgenizst-
• \ >  • ions like "the. Huhudi Civic Association':V/hlclivis effiliited to CD?. *

•: • . v M S ’ -
• } * •*,«. -J .* • X  * **i •- « •  •’ t t ■••• jm*m . . • '•% • » .

• .<^_ fiut Hiiudi'.is e township ? • .' V ?•.. *>*•*•.'.
>*7 sense it is f but in p sense At .is jreally in-between '

U*® hcTve thesejtov^ships like Onverv/scht which ere .Neither rural
t •' .,.nor ar< .they trvms. C r* - \ ~ y  • ' ' ' '« V

. j . • _ . - ^  ̂ 7 * v  .. ; .v . * 1^ -  i • . *. • -£*.*■• . 1  \ #

Border areas,kscsai the fcgwaii Residents Association which.-* , 
is. based in a rural freehold area , is affiliated to UD?. . ' -
• * •• It
In the past , it seems that rural resistance has been eround 

_ issues like removals end betterment planning*, v.hihh inniediotely 
1 affect people’s economic position. Is it possible to translate 

... ’ . this, local resistance around immediate issues'into long-term 
xi* political organization? - • . ..

K  k z^'^hese. comaunities ere organising around riitciediate issues ;  but 
-c'^hese organizations heve the.potential to Varry the 'stfuggle far. 

-71' -'teyond the.iinnedip.te short term issues. As the bantustan policy 
y * t - the question of edditionpl lsnd-for ̂ frican people i s ' 

going -to become a daily issue. The process of consolidation

that organization eround these areas'will take piece. $kesexnBxinm.irt- 
. If you look at com.'runities thpt ere inoved f you find th= t once

• .the removal -bkes place , organization brepks’idown, Can this be
• countered ? . \ * • .. • . **

i • 
1

. f. . s.y * . 
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:'k;a» • ^  ̂ # J •• %V • • ”"*■ Y . »
■■ -r_-̂ -̂nlcf V ler®..8?Te ,nppy wpys to counter this. If you t?ke the 

■; ’ ■ vV.-->^*ni°yel of the Kegope jch rva^wSfiTfor insVance, the. leek of ,'i

struggle,
! The fpilure is in.the follow-up. 1 think we1should he wherever the 

• people.are moved to.
ft - .Do you :thinkthet' the’ only reeson why\p’edpie 1 like those . • V  . 
from Keigbpa'*, :become disorg?nised 'when*mWed v is'befceuse t h e r e Y. *" ' ' “*. *• * r ; * • .'V t: .*• :V * .  ..-* '?* - are no 3tx±*gl,LLLj»» i ,1 . l  structures to nhori*rvpYV*h»< iTaaare no ix±'

•: . v  f .  •*» "■ • ■*. » ' • *  • •••
•structures to .channel^their-disBptisfpction? •*»Vv^r -.7

.There

• ? moved ̂ to Be thanie. . -* / ' . ; .
• ' - Soae people carriedon, some became disillusioned in thst 

y  they sew the efforts of a lifetime disappear over night. The
..  type ofx*rdisorgenization thst exists , must be understood by the
\ fact thst it h*»/only been a short time since the community h*>s
• been moved and that the comrrunity is recovering from this '
XZ disruption. ... ;. .

'However it is true to xyx say th»t in Magopa we did not find
- ' — •••'•'r* the EOlid type of locel organization of thejSgwali Residents

"... -i-':vAssociatiorufor instance. . ^  ?'*T *•' •
have come together because of the removal.'* '!‘*V ' 

It .seems thpt no one was interfering with :them before the removel . 
'.-. y. es they ownedlh the lpnd.'-'-In other words the people were not : * • 

/:*-*%■ '.'confronting the types of issues which fece'^he people Of Soweto
and around which organization oan take place-.high rent s„for •• _ • 
instance. V7heh the people of ^agopa were ̂ movjed it meant .thpt :  ̂

*'* ;■ • •; - new forms of organization hpd to take piac'eV "While before* the V ‘ 
.people of Kagopa were organizing as landowners f now they must *‘-
• • organise as tenants or as l a n d l e s s ’ . * . ‘ :*

'S. - 4  7  
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% V ^
' ’ ; . This i8 trueof these areas, people do not h-’ve imr.edipte

- provocation by the stete.This m?kes for difficult org-niiaticn. 
But peoplt still hpve to pry tpx. And if we look b«»ck pcioss this 
century we see the strugcles that were waged pround hut t*x for 
instance. If we look at Bophutuswpna we _see donkeys prt being 
killed because it is said that the people h^ve more donkeys 
than they need- there is immense potential for orgr-nizetion 
around issues like these. For instance the ruestion of the 
amount of lpnd allocpted to people must hpve potential for 
orgpjiization . And of course the cuestion of politicel rights, 
the fact that rural people are restricted to certpin jrxi parts of 
the country, unemployment in these ereas^the need for people 
to challenge influx control by moving to urban areas where

• there ere jobs.
People pre going from the Ciskei to the Vestern Cape for 

instpnce and then being taken back to the Ciskei. We must not 
forget that these peojle are members of unions in the towns 
and thpt through this their political consciousness is r?ised 
end this leads them to have e critical look pt the circumstances 
in which they have left their children and their wives in the 
rural areas.

All this is petiol which generates heat and must gnerpte 
action through organization.

GL is it possible to or^ nise in areas where chiefs and tribal 
authorities exist ?

In most cases the chiefs aie p»id by the state. Therefore 
it is most likely th^t they will elign themselves with the 
state. Ho.vevei the institution of chiefs is dying. As the 
pressures of the capitalist economy penetrate even thbse rural 
areas , more ana more people ere making a break with the tribal 
ties of loyalty to the chief who pre teing seen to be serving 
not the community but themselves.



•.*•r . * •  * . t v ; -*••'* ■ ..»'; —  * ■» ’ ’ »  •* • » .  • •  •- . * ■**, . y -  * ' -A  • • . • ■ •_ V w h e t .  extent Athe.-chief c sin'• prevent people ;fron‘havinp, meetings if.V*..'«**•* **- i• • - . - ? • • . - >■• * ' ■• * • ■' «*■ . vI--.*■ — ; j ■>.* •. .• .vi/the.inejori ty of "the people went to ettend. -^hi s'; problem 'when -.it * •'

^r;V.-Tilocated far from cities. "Secondly most of .the men-in these 
' ■ff ̂v.rV communities‘ere stpying in the cities where-they work- b o -It is

: V'v a'destabilised community. Eagoua is s good example . -*»pny of the•"'V rr.r .:-v 'T * • '>...- -able-bodied men were working in Johannesburg. Those left behind -
;V-.f ,:/.V were ola^ttdichlldren. And even when men could go b?ck they were

only there for e dey or two . ~/>v- *■ ' '• ,
i * ' *  ; ' ’.  •» 2 ____ • • "V * ;  '•  > • ••to wp.it for thretime/to "expireL > . -.-'i—  _ A ' *•Lem is that those men who do

- ■ -’.Ke" ' . .  . .people in the employ iof the state .of the •
lT;. >->v\chief — ‘and therefore the balance of men is kept on the Bide of *

vf̂ x'̂ ’he chief;‘:It-makes it'possible for the .chiefs'for;.a considerable
-,<f;>>̂ -.. period of the year to h?ve the area under :their own control.-i— V •  ̂ •; 4 vfcr:-. •: ’ «■ * * .• ,* •' v** ‘f -A further'problem of rural areas is that' they are out *of •i'Vj?.'■ '• • ’ . v  ,  .  . -.?•vSir*v- public attention '.'They are not immediately^accessible to ;the

:> !i outside worlds"C'v; *' -• '
S ' '.In'the isolation'and desolation of the -rural -areas' ̂ *un;anted- *
.V:. , pe^Xe »rjf̂ bc Vc-pt̂-g&i the chiefs and -the';\state-can terrorise
* > . . communities 'into submission. These are reai ̂ problems.'/ “V-"

Vy UDF seemsto hpvexkEca merely been responding to crises in'• t - * “V v--.. •rural areas *, '-like the removal of the Magopa people. Is it likely
that UDF will set up alternative structures in rural areas.

•. < w- * -<#c  .. - • - ; .

.7 before crises’take place? ' * •* '■ ■■ . ‘ ' ’ ■. • - -. -iv-*w - * • ’■ ’ •••He ere now contemplating that if we have'ithe resources we .will
'-.-employ rural organisers who will set up structures, monitor what./

‘ T.* v  .  . « ’ • ’ ; #  r w  . * , %  * - V . . V  *

.. -a^ eoiat CO inforasticn to thes. V^Lunitl... I, i," ' "



 ̂ "ae_ much as in thV rest of South A % c i . I n  .some of the
^'^':S  j.^antustens we have a very strong foni^n^S'Jiike '‘in‘.the Ciskei 

*«-'-for ̂instance.* J•' v. *
* / O  . . :__1 _ *r • A  i f t W  W P  p V c  B O A  o ’ ^ / s u i  « n  A m V a  A  ̂  4  V  W * ne assembly 

addressed '- 
initiate

I - . •?!,*» *iiivthe homeland, it is our obligation; Those bsntustans ere a «.
; iP^T? of apartheid. Pert of the strategy-to'destory apartheidis to 
-‘destrov the bantustorf ns wo 11. ... ' ••'■s. •• • 1 '-I, ^'destroy the bantustarf as well. % . .

•■_-* /0— Do you think that E w a ^ ^ m o r e  active role in removals
* 4 * •  * •  •* -v V  'lis a result of the emergence of the UDF?
' r - ..*-/** don't think that Inl-catha is even gazimxs genuinely taking
; - v ’;-..Uprthe issue of removals. I think that they are moving in there

because they are seeing that we are making ground.Their strategy
V;:"Vis. simply ;to try and undermine our campaign. We know that people

i V * ‘• ^ k*. Kdlalbse is travelling in Northern Natal . going to t .1 '
. ; •.-r hospitals and talking to groups of nurses, telling them about

*,r'\ihe TOP.^’.'warning them not to sign the million signature ." •
V;- campaign;..j -saying tht through this they will become members-of .

-**.■-> , .the ANC.^’Inkatha has been around for a long timelf they really
'-•T-.-V-r-hadthe interests of the people'they”would have started a long.' •

:ftime; ago. . • • . » „•• - -
* " 5 -r.% v * V V *: •* •* - *- '• i* • 1 -- 7Y •; ” .* . » **

; V ^ ‘Inkatha has control over rural areas in .Natal through -v:;Oi. • ■ y  . .y.'ttv'-- i'•»"?> - ,-i •'; f\'. -^Vchiefs :‘and Ink a tha leadership, even'if they do not have popular 
.. • - - - Jisupport f J)o you think it is possible for DD? to orgenise in
-- . . -v* -* * . .* *. *' . *. . . - Z ••i*?# . . .. - ■'v thes places." * . *" ' ■

..^,aFe would not say that Inkatha h*s a lot of support in rural 
areasl ffe‘would say that many of these people bve been harassed

.^into taking Ink?tha membership. *• *:•* - • * • .r. *. # . v. * r- • .- But I am sure-that the members of Ink?tha'do not know what is
Inkatha is^doing. All they hr ve been told is that Inkatha is

• v/ N .lighting ’ior '-freedon.



• _ • .-Because the UDF has a message for every )
• area's where Ink at ha has been before us , we’wiil be" able*;to>T>rovide •

, . .  • • v  - * : * •  «** v . ' • • y  —■ ~r -.-.a Hiessege that is "meaningful. There is no wayVof’ stopViig'theVesses. ••‘ . ' * •• * * '• ‘ .. • ' '• 7 -H-K . . \r “• . '*• • • • * . •••* / * * . . * , • . • .
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