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South  Africa is an industrial capitalist society in which a 
m ino rity  df persons classified ‘white' enjoys full 
citize nsh ip  rights

Th e  oppressed majority are denied all citizenship rights 
j Having been made landless, millions of the opp-essed are 

conta .ne d  in rural reserves or bantustans, now called 
I ‘hom elands' By m eans of despotic laws and practices 

based upon 'race' and colour, the oppressed majority is 
j  exploited as a source of cheap labour.

Th e  oppressed people are forced to live in locations and 
! 'hom elands' labour ghettos under inhum an conditions of 

poverty, squalor and autocratic control.

Th e  tricamera! parliament, ‘hom elands' dum m y councils 
and all laws w hich oppress African' people in the 
lo c a tio n s  of the ‘w hite  h o m e la n d s ', are totally 
unacceptable to the oppressed people of South Africa 

. Th e se  measures condem n the entire 'African' oppressed 
f to perpetual exile from South Africa, deepen divisions 

betw een the South African people, intensify the system of 
\ ‘racial’ and colour labour-exploitation and oppression 

and seek to co -op t politically corrupt ‘Indian’, *Coloured’ 
and ‘African’ collaborator groups in an unholy alliance 
against the mass of the oppressed in South Africa

South  Africa is dom inated b y  a w orld imperialism which 
drains the resources of the country, leaving a burden of 
poverty and misery am ong the oppressed masses

W e declare that the conflict between those w ho have 
political rights and those w ho do not is an extension of 
the conflict between labour and capital.

T h e  material and cultural resources of the country shall 
be available to all citizens on the basis of complete 
equality, regardless of ’race', colour, sex or creed

It is o u r historic duty, therefore, to provide the basis for 
the continuous developm ent of a dem ocratic South 
Africa to secure for the oppressed their liberation from 

fc oppression, exploitation and want

)  W e declare that the immediate aim of our struggle is.

T o  build  a single, undivided, independent, non-racial and 
d em ocratic  South Africa in which the interests of the 
w orkers and the rural poor shall be param ount

T o  bu ild  the unity of the workers and the rural poor under 
the leadership of the working class in the struggle for 
national liberation and for freedom from exploitation.

T h e  dism antling of the ‘homelands' system and of 
aoartheid in atl its form s political, econom ic, social, 
educational and cultural.

T o  establish a single dem ocratic parliament. All over the 
•ge of eighteen shall have the right to elect and be 
elected to that parliament without regard to colour, class, 
sex. religion, tribe'o> 'race'.

T o  e n d  foreign dom ination -  political and econom ic -a nd  
to w age a relentless battle against all local agents w ho 
serve the cause of foreign dom ination and exploitation.

T O  A C H IE V E  T H E S E  A IM S we aay to the oppressed 
m asses of South Africa and their allies:

the b u ild ing  of tbe unity of the oppressed is the historic 
and u rgent duty of the liberation workers in South Africa;

the building of the liberatory movement upon the T E N - 
P O IN T  P R O G R A M M E  of M IN IM U M  D EM A N D S  and a 
policy of N O N -C O L L A B O R A T I O N  is an imperative duty 
of the masses ar>d their leadership.

O ur struggle is both against an oppressive capitalist 
syslem  of exploitation A N D  against the systerr. of worid 
imperialism

T H E S E  R I G H T S  A R E  M I N I M U M  D EM AN DS ,  they a'ethe 
V E R Y  L E A S T  that we shall accept to guarantee fun and 
equal citizenship rights and freedom for all in So -th  
Africa from poverty,  oppression and exploitation.

T H E S E  D E M A N D S  A R E  N O N - N E G O T I A B L E  They are 
not for bargaining with the oppressors We demand now 
nothing less than the F U L L  T E N - P O I N T  P R O G R A M M E  
of rights Th e se  d e m a n ds are contained in the following 
T e n  Points :

1. THE FRANCHISE TH A T IS THE RIGHT Of EVERY MAN AND 
WOMAN OVER THE AGE OF IS TO ELECT. AMO IE  ELECTED TO A 
NEW DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENT AND TO A U  OTHER LEVELS OF 
GOVERNMENT. BOTH REGIONAL AND LOCAL 

Z  THE RIGHT TO  WORK: FREEDOM OF OCCUPATION. LlttNG 
WAGES; AND JUST BENEFITS FOR ALL WORKERS 

». COMPULSORY, FREE AND UNIFORM EDUCATION FOR AU. 
CHILDREN UP TO  MATRICULATION. WITH FREE MEALS, FREE 
BOOKS AND SCHOOL EOUIPMENT.

4. ADEQUATE HOUSING AND THE PROVISION OF FREE. 
COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL CARE FOR A U -

5. MVIOLABIUTY OF PERSON. OF ONES HOME AND PRIVACY; 
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT.

S. FULL EQUALITY OF RIGHTS FOR A U  CITIZENS WITHOUT 
DISTINCTION OF RACE', COLOUR OR SEX 

7. REVISION Of THE LAND OUESTION FOR THE BENEfIT Of ALL. 

S. FREEDOM OF SPEECH. PRESS. MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATION. 

S. NON-DISCRIMINATORY CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COOES OF LAWS 
M ACCORDANCE WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 
EXPRESSED ABOVE.

10. A JUST. PROGRESSIVE SYSTEM Of TAXATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 
EXPRESSED ABOVE.

NON - COLLABORATION
Th e  struggle for the liberation of the oppressed in South 
Africa has reached a higher pitch than ever before. 
Barricades are being erected with the oppressed on the 
one side and the oppressors on the other. But some are 
trying to straddle the barricades, to be on both sides, to 
appear to serve the masses while in fact serving the 
rulers Th e y are attempting to blur the line which divides 
the oppressed and exploited from the oppressors and 
exploiters Th is  is w h y it is so important to teach each new 
generation of political fighters the role of the policy of 
non-collaboration in the struggle for our freedom.

W H A T  IS T H E  P O L IT I C A L  B A S IS  F O R  N O N 
C O L L A B O R A T IO N ?

Th e  m ajor functions of the rulers in South Africa am  to
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• co n lro t and subdue the oppressed masses thereby 

m aking us helpless to defend ourselves against the 
ruthless exploitation of our labour and the resources of 

. • o u r country. T o  make this possible the rulers have 
designed an intricate system of controls and institutions 
to subdue us and deny us our rights Som e institutions 
like the tncam erai parliament and regional aervices 
councils are designed for the blatant entrenchm ent of 

j racism and apartheid, while othe'S are far more subtle in 
influencing and corrupting the oppressed Th e  liberal 
elem ents w ho claim to be on our side are an example of 
the latter But all these institutions seek to control,

+ oppress and exploit us
i

H cw ever, to make these institutions work effectively, the 
i rulers need the co-operation and collaboration of the 
; masses Th e y  must make these Institution* which tie us

d c w n  acceptable to ff»e people.There is no bigge'slave
■ than the slave who accepts his slavery' Who has helped 
i to chain the oppressed in South Africa? Th e  homelands 

governm ents are obvious examples So are the House of 
R e p re s e n ta tive s  a nd the H o u s e  of D e legate s 
J ^ n a g e m e n t committees and Urban C ouncils are also 
9 UPS of collaborators w ho help the rulers to carry out 
apartheid -  to make it easier to exploit us Th e  rulers have

Uuited collaborator* from  the ranks of the oppressed 
i selves to operate this m achinery of our oppression! 

W ithout these collaborators and the collaboration 
m a ch in e ry  the rulers would never have been able to rule 
for so long

N O N -C O L L A B O R A T IO N  breaks these chains created by 
the rulers to keep us In bondage It rejects these 
oppressive institutions It cuts the link between the 
oppressor and the oppressed It puts collaborators and 
the d u m m y institutions beyond the pale of the people 
N on-co llaboration  is a powerful means of thwarting the 
rulers, weakening them More importantly.it strengthens 
the relative position of the struggling masses So. for 
exam ple, rejecting d u m m y councils and refusing to help 
them  in their work, destroys the ability of the rulers to 
exercise control over the oppressed other than by the use 
of naked force

A u n s t  t u t e l a g e , c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  s e l l 
o u t s

L u nderm ining  the institutions of the rulers and 
king the entry of their agents into the ranks of the 

oppressed, non-collaboration achieves a complete break 
j for the organisation^ of the people from the political 

tutelage of the ruling classes Very importantly, it denies 
the liberal w ing of the ruling class access to our 
organisations This means the exclusion of the PFP,

| N U S A S . ID A S A , the B L A C K  S A S H , the Van Zyl 
SJabberts. Boraines and the other liberals Th is  prevents 
corruption  of the liberatory movement by external 
influences A n d . taken together with the M IN IM U M  
D E M A N D S  of the T E N  P O IN T  P R O G R A M M E , non- 
collaboration  prevents a sell-out of the oppressed by 
those petit-bourgeois bargaining elements which m aytry 
to  capture the political leadership of our organisations

O R G A N IS A T IO N A L  IN D E P E N D E N C E

N o n-co lla b o ra tio n  therefore nourishes the development 
of Independent people’* organisations It forms the basis 
for an ^dependent strategy based upon an Independent 
M e n t io n  Ideology. In our day-to-day struggles and 
cam paigns to secure the boycott of elections we 
co un te rp ose  the ideas of liberation to those of the ruling 
class. W e are made aware of our own ability to engage in
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the struggle to w in o u r freedom  and ultimately, to 
transform our *ocie*y into one in w hich poverty, 
unem p loym e n t, illite ra cy  a n d  homelessness are 
eradicated.

N o n -c o lla b o ra tio n  m e a n s th e  re jection of the 
organisational contro ls  of oppression it is an active j 
process of Im peding, obitructlrvg and undermining such 
organisations A N D  a process of rejecting the social j 
philosophy that underlies these institutions But. in | 
addition, non-coiiabo^at'on  is aim ed at the forces of ! 
exploitation, both local and foreign and the bourgeois j 
ideology which underpins this It therefore lay* the bails i 
for both anti-slate arid anti-lm perlalist Ideology and 
a ction.N on-coiiaboration is a vita' weapon for the 
w orking classes against then oppressors An unarmed 
people like the masses in South Africa can strike a* their 
oppressors with the w eapon of non-co.'laboration The 
rulers cannot hit back at us w hen we use this weapon 
properly, it leaves the rulers weaker

N O N - C O L L A B O R A T I O N  O R  N E G O T I A T I O N :  ' 
F R E E D O M  OR S L A V E R Y ?  jI1
History teaches us that the strategies, programme and 
policies e m p lo ye d  b y  the libe ratory  m ovement 
undoubtedly determ ine the outcom e of that struggle Th e  ; 
multitude of poverty-stricken, neo-colonial states set up J 
in Afnca and elsewhere after the nationalist movements I 
w on 'independence' bears testim ony to this fact. Th e  I 
w orking classes in these countries remain poor, 
oppressed and exploited, the result of a sell-out by 
corrupt leaders India, M exico. 8razil. Egypt, Ghana. 
Zam bia are all w e ll-know n examples

T H E  D A N G E R  IN S O U T H  A F R IC A

There  is a very real d a n ge r that this m ay happen in South 
Africa Th e  forces of im.oerialism are at this very moment 
seeking to corrupt sections of the political leadership, so 
that they may betray the oppressed Th e  foundation is 
being laid for 'negotiations' with the rulers at which this 
sell-out will occur. It is in their interests to maintain a 
system of super-exploitation and poverty in South Africa, 
that is. a system of N E O - C O L O N I A L I S M  That is wha! a 
'negotiated settlement will lead to

Th e  consistent eppllcatlon of the policy of non
collaboration com bined with the M IN IM U M , TE N  P O IN T 
P R O G R A M M E  are the only weapons that the oppressed 
have against a sell-out. Th e  greatest victory of 1985 was 
the destruction of the collaborator network of the state 
T h is  driving out of collaborators from the ranks of the 
oppressed is an essential part of the policy of non- ' 
collaboration During the Second W orld War the French 
Resistance M ovem ent provided dram atic evidence of the 
necessity of such a strategy.The system of collaboration j 
has broken dow n. Th e  collaborators (quislings) are | 
m ainly useless to the rulers That is one reason why. more 
and more, the rulers have now to rely on the army, riot 
squads, detentions, arm ed uniformed police, heavy 
prison sentences and continuous 'emergencies' to keep 
their grip on the co u n try  The old tricks don't work 
a nym ore  N on-co llaboration  has destroyed them.

Th e  U N IT Y  M O V E M E N T  alone of ell the national 
organisations has consistently propagated, practised 
en d  adhered to a p o licy  of non-collaboration as a 
p rinciple  underlining struggle Non-colaboratton with all 
sections of t»e ruling cles* Is a bealc prerequisite »o our 
political and economic freedom In South Africa.
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