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3 Rothwell \>troot
London, >l 8YH

10/5/79
dear Ann and Bill,

Rxisty ani | are -~oin” away today,
and thsrefore we are not able to attend Cecil®s
fuaeir’al .

Tt is i1nadequate to express our *rief in this
way; the shock, the sense of loss. Now we are older,
we must accent the termination of life, of our own
lives an well as the lives of our friends. But one
always hopes for those few more years, the chance to
do thinrrs still not done.

Cecil was the sweetest and kindest of good
friends. | have been iIn America, where 1 visited and
had dinner with a friend of his, David 3ro::ensba. 1
had i1ntended to tell Cecil sbcut the evering, and tried
phoning bit' - he must have been iIn hospital st that
tire.

T think of Ceci] 1in Anstey’s buildings; making
marvellous speeches accr-nting all the tensions,
curveld lonce, restrictions. He was part of those
tremendous years of strife and striKple, he ”~ovo his
abilities and rifts, he uball cherish his deeds and
hi;- personality, and we shall miss him, for the rest
of our lives.

r L1u

fixlda and husty



JIO" African National Congress
B

T& 1 Strasburg
3/38 Canfield Gdns
London NU6 Nov 1 1982

_',>

Dear Comrades,

The RPC wishes to inform you that your application for

membership of the U.K. Mission has been accepted. You have

been allocated to the Hampstead Unit. The Hampstead representative
will contact you to inform you about meeting arrangements.

Ue look forward to your active participation in all aspects of
our uiork. Ue must take this opportunity to .stress that attendance
at meetings 1is an important obligation.

fImandla.1

RPC Secretary

C.C. Hampstead Unit.

P.0.BOX 38 28 NEON STREET IGONDON N1 9PR L5JE\IITED KINGDOM

PE
TE
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Dear tobriui,

rricdritisd J a hrief TU th&t Let'cjft c,;<lv 0 Vhfct DOFti On
of my caruer aa an urtist. If you went other «speot» -
03 a politician* for instance, or journallsat> 1 can let
you have thenr#

Thsr~ sre tun things 1 love abova nil in lif«i
drawing and travailing* It uouiu anlighbful if 1

countries T havo never bad fds opportunity of wiaiting«

B we ndck & st AE B YRR Khefle- Quidnn ©%3 Uwelrildn.
and if you n=%d ?ocom*nocation mbenavor you aw in Loidon,
up hava « npar=? room snd ue *p« olos? to tbs L"srt tnd-e

Bast ulanua
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28/4/85
Dear Alan,

I have been remiss in not sanding you a book list. Pler.se fo."give.

Black politics in South Africa since 1945 Ton Lodge Longman

1 hf’ve only recently received this book, and paged through it. 1t is
obviously a very thorough and well-researched work. I nay noty always
agree with his interpretation and emphasis, but | think it is very useful

ana full of information for the period covered.

Three books have be*?n written about the 1976 52 Soweto revolt. They ax-e:
Whirlwind before tno storm Alan Brook™ & Jeremy Brickhill. Published oy INAF
Year of Fire, Year of Ash. Baruch Hirson. Zed Press (1979)

Soweto: Black revolt, white reaction, John Kane-Berman. Ravan Press, Johannesburg

I nave hJB only read the first.

In 1976 Pflican published a book called: Southern Africa: the new politics
of revolution . This book contains three essays, by Basil Davidson.

Anthony Wilkinson and Joe Slovo. I highly recommend the Slovo contribution
for a very clear analysis of "the politics of revolution. You neednt bother
to read the other two. This is the best political sfesiMars. analysis.

Trevor Huddleston®s Naught for your comfort was published by Collins
in 1956, and gives interesting background material of the struggles of
tnat period.

Lawrence » Wishar+: published a book Apartheid 1in 1972, edited by Alex
la Guma. A number of essaj"s by different people on various aspec .4.

In fiction, | recommend Andre Brink*3 Rumours of rain which, as far a"j I
remember, deals with the right period. 1t’s worth reading in any cé&sa.
Also Nadine Gordimer®s Something out there - short stories, of wnich tnf
vitle story is the one to read. She gets atmosphere & personalities

just right.

.fwo *»oks were written about the long-running treason trial of 1955 to
1960. . They are:

The South African Treason Trial Lionel Forman & E.S.Sach3, published by
John Calder in 1957 (1 have a copy if you can"t get this)

The Treason Cage, Anthony Sampson - dont know t.ie publishers

v.i This be Treason, HAidnsJbeaptrch™; 1963 ~ndre Deutsch (by Helen Jo:;eph)
i"hree books on what detention was like for whites:

117 Days Ruth First. Recently republished, 1 think, bmt I have a cop7.
Albie Sachs Jail Diary and his book Stephanie on Trial Harvill Pr ass
Readable, but it wasnt like this for most of the detainees.

ElIi Weinberg®"s "Portrait of a People®™ 13 a collection of photos v/ith short
text published by IDAF. Worth looki&ng at.

Please do in touch with me if yo ) want any specific information or
want to ask questions.



AFRICA BOOK CENTRE
38 King Street
Covent Garden
LONDON, WC2E 8JT.

————— 10th ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF STAFFRIDER MAGAZINE —-————-
Africa Centre 38 King St London WC2 29 November 6.30pm

fttlcUr

This year will be the tenth anniversary of the
appearance of the magazine STAFFRIDER, a magazine which has
developed as one of the main -forums for South African Literature
and culture, publishing writers of stature: Wally Serote, Mafika
Gwala, Can Themba etc.

To mark this occasion, the Africa Book Centre and its
parent company Third World Publication (Co-op) Ltd is organising
a meeting, at 6.30pm on 29th November at the Africa centre, 38
King St, Covent Garden London WC2, We have been iIn touch with
Wally Serote, who will be speaking on the role of STAFFRIDER,
LITERATURE and POLITICS. We also hope that there will be other
speakers to portray and celebrate the achievements of Staffrider.
I hope that either/both Mike Kirkwood and Glen Moss from Ravan
Press (Staffrider"s publisher) will also be present. 1 have
written to the writers committee of AREKOPANENG to ask them to
participate. We hope that altogether a fitting event will take
pi ace.

My purpose in writing to you is to invite you and other
members of your organisation to the meeting. If you have any
suggestions about the meeting please do not hesitate to contact
me at the above number, or on my home telephone 01 348 2564.

Yours sincerely,

re

Tony Zurbrugg.

THIRD WORLD PUBLICATIONS LTD is a workers co-operative registered
under the IPS Act 1965, No. 24007.

Reg Office: 151 Stratford Rd, Birmingham, BIl 1RD, Tel 021 773 6572
Telex: 264828 TWIN G (to TWP) Fax: 01 379 4035 (To ABC, 38 King St)

1



Anti-Apartheid Movement

13 Mandela Street London NW1 ODW

Hilda Bernstein
Old House Farm
Dorstone

Herefordshire.

28 November 1988

Dear Hilda,

Tel 01-387 7966

Facsimile 01-388 0173

All the designs that you have done for us have sold very well
this year as in past years. Our total sales so far have been

about 30000. In particular Unions and several

businesses have

bought large quantities of your designs to use as their “own~

card. In all we have sold over 10000

in this way.

My experience

in trying to get unions and businesse”s to use your designs Iis
that most actually select the cards they use very early in the

year - some by January for the next Christmas.
convinced that we could sell

sold this year.

Therefore 1 am
many more cards than the 10000 we

You may now guess what 1 am asking. We would be very pleased if
you could do two new designs for cards for Christmas 19897 We are

thinking that because 1989

is the 30th anniversary of the

Movement and because it will be the 10th anniversary of Zimbabwe
that designs which in some way incorporate these themes would be

particularly relevant.

January.

I would like to end by saying that we are very grateful
the work you have done for us.
wide range of people and we would

With best wishes

JU A a

FOR FREEDOM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

Ideally we need them by the end of

for all

Your designs seem to appeal to a
like to continue using them.



AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

OFFICE OF THE
TREASURER GENERAL

PO BOX 31791
v L// Lusaka, Zambia

| JANC Telephone: 217665

LU UNITEO ACTION
for

(] ACOOA
PEOPIES powedi leleX: 4007U

8 November 1989

Cde Hilda Bernstein
c/o0 ANC
MAZ IMBU

Dear Cde Hilda

On 3 November 1989, we received a telex from the Chief
Representative 1in Dar-es-Salaam, responding to our enquiry about
your goods which had not been cleared from the docks. The telex
reads as follows:

Cde Bernstein has received the goods. Regards.

We were happy to receive this news, and hope that you are now in
possession of everything you sent from the UK. If there are still
any problems in this regard, please don T hesitate to contact us.
In the Year of Mass Action for People ¥ Power!

T.T. NKOBI

Treasurer General

c.c. Chief Representative, Dar
c.c. Regional Treasurer, Mazimbu



AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

PO Box 38 28 Penton Street London N1 9PR United Kingdom
Telephone: 071-837-2012/1930 Telex: 299555 Fax: 071-278 2736

TNI TIU 01 PtOH! $ ACDOM
K (1 HMCrCIiTK VOLTTh IH tIU

Date: 2$*12|_

Our Ref: MM/MN/bb/IND

Dear Comrade(s)

RE: APPLICATION'S) FOR INDEMNITY AND RELEASE - INDEMNITY ACT 1990

We write to confirm that your application for indemnity has been granted.

Amandla - Matla!

MENDI MSIMANG
Chief Representative
ANC MISSION: U.K. AND IRELAND
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ANNE ANNFALT

re EDSCATAN 8 A
N
302 46 HALMSTAD n January 9th, 1992

TEL. 035-1293 31

Dear Mrs Hilda Bernstein,

I am glad that 1 could reach you yesterday and look forward
to seeing you 1in London for an interview about
authorship and your new book project with
interviews of hundreds of South-African people
living iIn exile.

I will contact you when 1 come to London
between February 9th and 16th, probably

not until on February 10th as 1 will be <
arriving late. 1 will be staying at Regent /
Palace Hotel at Piccadilly Circus,

telephone No 734 70 00.

Yours sincerely,



Anti-Apartheid Movement
. Bristol

Chair: Richard Jewison, Secretary: Carole Bevington, Membership Jo Emery,
2 Henrietta Street, 8 Howard Avenue, Secretary: Garden Rat,
Bristol, BS5 6HU. St. George, 26 Arley HH,
Tel: 0272 518172 (home) Bristol, BS5 7BB. Bristol, BS6 5PR.
0272 656081 (work) Tel: 0272 516640 Tel: 0272 241577

With your help, the struggle for a non-racial democratic South Africa will be won.

<is, wdKoS*»iefc

A-w ¢ A X vit c N's ta 4« c, - IL

C N ovo4 H V cLs”™ CU cx~n- cJ

President The Rt. Revd. Peter Firth
Vice Presidents: Dr Roger Berry MP, Ms Victoria Brittain, Prol. Basil Davidson, Dawn Primarolo MP
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r > CELEBRATION OF

SOUTH AFRICA WOMEN’'S DAY
“MAUBONGWE IGAMA LAMAKHOSIKAZI”

(“The name of the women must be praised”)

Programme
4:30 African Music.
4:45 Welcome.
4:50 Lilly Mphuthi (ANC) from Soweto speaks on
"The Role of Women in the Struggle".
5:10 Share our Food.
5:30 Poems from South Africa read by ANC member, Ris®i HansraJ" j
from Durban, Natal, i
5:40 Jolene Gabriels (CQS£EH3£E from Stellenbosch, Cape speaks on i
"Education in SA".
6:00 Music.
6:10 Poems by Zinzi Mandela and Maya Angelou, read by AA member,
Nomsa Hobongwana.C wwvc!)
6:15 Mike Maile (ANC) speaks on
"The Truth about the Violence In sa-.
6:30 Message from ANC Women’s Section, sent directly from SA.
6:35 Cutting and sharing the SA Women’s Day Cake.
Singing in unison: "We shall overcome" and "Nkosi Sikelele".
6:45 AA Stall, Music, Dancing.
CSigning”ot-tctter to-Mrs MajorY 5
7:00 Finish. 7 A

AN
Wjs). =, ® cuie Uv-0. 1054

Note: In the case of wet weather, events will take place in the Council House td r'
rather than on College Green. (Toilet facilities are available in the Council |
House)

Many thanks to all who donated goods and services for this event.

College Green, Bristol from 4:
Sunday August 9th [*"z =



SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN®"S DAY - 9th AUGUST 1992
A message from the ANC Women®s League received in London on 7th August reads

"ANC Women®"s League takes this occasion to salute the women of the
world for their unstinting and solid support which facilitated
to rising heights the South African People®™s Struggle against Apartheid.

Our bonds of sisterhood talks of a democracy - non-racial, non-sexist
society.

Our greetings from the women extent™ _to our sisters in front line states
who have always been with us during trying times iIn our struggle.

We hope a democratic South Africa stands to exchange experience among
ourselves. To all the women of the world we say: '"Let us work together
in solidarity on the issues that affect women. In our united effort we
are assured of a better future.”



Dear Angela and Dietmar,

We were delighted to receive yd>ur card from, Kenya. 1| have written long
letters to you - in my head. The letters say:- are you still there -
together? What"s happened to your jobs? How are you adjusting to life in
your country that has disappeared from under your feet and become some-
thing else - something rather horrible? Have you, like us, adjusted

your perspective to a different view of human nature . . . and so on,
endlessly, the things we can"t discuss in a letter, only face to face.

We did not receive anything from you this year - no letter with invitation
to Rusty, no Easter greetings. Your post or ours? Was it the right
address? Rusty has been here at the house all the time, although 1 have
been wandering around. So please write to us again.

In November last year | went to Canada; 1in May this year to the USA.

these are the last two big batch of interviews that | had to do for

the book. Now I have finished with interviewing, except for an occasional
one here or there. |1 have interviewed about 320 isp* people. 1 have
material for five books the size of the one commissioned. My msnuscript
has to be in to the publishers in December. There is just a huge, enormous
gigantic task of editing and putting together and chucking out and
writing in background, contemporary history and so on. Rusty is helping
with the editing. | do the first edit, he is sub-editor, correcting my
corrections, the punctuation, etc. | have many fabulous stories, and much
that is of course repetitive and boring. Sp much cutting to do! At

the insistence of all around me | acquired a word-pnjcessor, and after

a period of utter misery, hating the machine, despising modern technology,
being convinced 1* never learn how to operate it, | have mastered it
sufficiently to edit my material - and realise, of course, that for a
book of this nature, it would have taken several more years without

the processor.

"/hen 1 have finished this book, 1 will not write anything any more, but
only draw and paint pretty pictures, and read the collection of books
that | keep buying and don"t have time to read. And study art books and
artists. And,travel if there is any money left at all.

We are both well, somewhat aging,, mentally fit but bones getting
ancient and crumbly. This Spring and summer the countryside here has
been compellinply beautiful. We decided to sell our house and move
nearer to London, but realised that we didn®"t have enough money to do
that. Still, we talk endlessly about moving from here, because it is
really not a suitable place for us. The ground is too big, too much,
but our garden has been wonderful, so full of flowers. 1 want to live
in the country and Rusty wants to live in the town. We are incompatabl<-,
and that"s after 50 years of marriage (last Marcn - 50th anniversary -
can you imagine it? People®s jaws drop when we tell them. How do you
ianage to stick living with one person all that time? Well, mainly
it"s because we each had something else to do).

Since you are travelling now, it would be wonderful if you came to
fngland. We are going for a short trip to ltaly at the beginnir. of
Spetember, and October is stillH a nice month here, but don"t cprno in

winter. Next year, when the books is finished - everything 1 do be," ,
when the book is finished - 1"1l1 be freer to make plans.
I haven®"t been writing toe<friends for a long time - it takes time of

ironi the book. But I will be a betterl cox*respondent next year.

Love from



Old House Farm
Dorstone
June 14th 92 Herefordshire HR3 6DL

Dear Angela and Dietmar,

1"ve been thinking how nice it would be to hear how you have been getting
on - the last we heard was a card from Tunisia - wish I1°d been there

too. But we read all the horror stories about the new united Germany, and
wonder how our friends have managed to adjust.

We Finally went back to South Africa in March. Stayed for Six weeks.

I had to hulfgjc Rusty into going - he made many excuses, and said we
couldn"t afford it, which was true, but I was determined to go anyway,
ffieally, we had a wonderful time. We stayed with friends everywhere, first
in Johannesburg, meeting old friends from 27 years ago, those wv/ho stayed
and those who were in jail and othose who were in other countries. Had
lunches and dinners and parties - South Africans are very hospitable -

and put on weight. Spent much time in the classy 22-storey building which
is now the ANC headquarters, and spoke with Nelson and Walter and everyone.
Drove around Johannesburg trying to locate ourselves - a city changes so
much - in Jhbg it"s too many new highways that cut swathes through the
town and all the suburbs. You find yourself on one and can®"t get off again.
Went to look at our old house, and gradually began to feel at home again.
Of course it has all changed. Jhbg has become a black city - whites do

go to the town to work in offices, but, like in the USA, they have moved
out and left the city to the blacks. They don"t even shop in the city any
more but in those vast horrible shopping centres in the suburbs where they
can park their cars and get everything in one area. Jhbg centre and the
suburb near to town, Hillbrow, are like third-world cities, with the
"enterprise culture® (as it"s called in Britain) where people set out
their wares on the pavement - food, fruit, tourist trivia, books, mats,
anything. We loved it - it"s so much livelier and more colourful than it
has ever been. We enjoyed walking through the park in our white suburb
and seeing the little black kids on the swings, where once they uere not
permitted to play. And blacks and whites queueing for buses together, and
sitting on seats next to each other, with no evident tension or trouble.

In fact, so easily have the whites accepted the inevitanility of this kind
of mixing, that you wonder what it was all about - the 30 years of
prisons, exile, torture, death, just to keep them in spparate buses and
separate queues.

Our children helped us to travel, our son-in-law hired a car for us, we
took off and drove the 1,000 miles to Cape Town, through the karroo, stop-
ping, looking, soaking up the beautiful, huge, raw, changing country.
Stayed in Cape Town with friends, then went round the coast, through the
most beautiful parts, the Wilderness, the Garden Route, the splendid
forests, mountains, beaches, all the way up to Durban, then back to Jhbg.
It was a tremendous experience. As a tourist, just enjoying the country-
side, the incomparable beauty of it, it was wonderful. But we drove through
the Transkei, that once-beautiful countryside of rolling green mils and
picturesque thatched-roofed huts. Nov; it is a vast rural slum where
thousands and thousands were forced from their homes and dumped, to

clear "white®™ South Africa and creat bantustans, dumped without land, without
jobs, without anything. The hillsides are scarred with shanties, but

the people have no land nor cattle, and there are no industries; they

rot and they starve. It is utter destitution. Then we drive down a dirt
road tc the sea - holiday resorts, still the playgrounds of the whites
(Yes, black CAN come there now id they want to, but there are not enou”
of them with the money and leisure . . . it"s still whites holidaying

the blacks servicing them). And there are those marvellous beaches,
curving in great bays for miles, whote sands, slow surf rolling ir
mountains and unspoilt bushes - true paradise, provided you don"t



over the other side of the hill. The gap between whites and blacks

has increased enormously, and it is very stark, unlike in England

where there are many layers of wealth and poverty, with a minority of an
underclass. Here it is the third world living in the backyard of the
first world, and that first world has deliberately created a third world
in its very midst. And people are now so totally segregated in their
living areas that it will not change for a long, long time. The Indians
live in their special areas, the Coloured in theirs, and the Africans

in the townships or in the vast shanty-towns that now grow without
stopping on the edge of every large town.

In the cities crime is horrific. The whites barricade themselves in the
suburbs behind 12-foot high walls with razor wire and armed guards. 3ut
where you have a huge, growing population of young people without
education and without jobs and with no hope of getting work, such crime
is inevitable.

They wnated us to come back. The ANC would like Rusty to come and
work for them. Well, we toy with the idea of going for a year or two.
But not permanently. You can®"t bridge those 27 years. 1 would like to
go and paint there for a while, and then come back to my children.

The book? Well, it got finished at last, but it won"t be published until
Hanuary 93; 1 have just received the publisher®s catalogue, and see

my book nicely promoted, but the publishing price is £25 - horrendous!
Not even one®s best friends buy a book at that price - it"s enormous.

I suppose, hope, there will be a paper-back, but not immediately. It is
my own Ffault, 1 wrote a book that is too long, too big.

I"ve stopped writing now. I"m painting pretty little pictures of flowers ©
that, after all, is all that | see around me. We are trying to sell our
house and move nearer to a town - maybe Oxford - where there are galleries
and books and cinemas and other things for two old people to do - which

we can"t get here. But wherever we are there will always be room for you,
so maybe when you have saved up, you will come to visit us again.

Please come. Much love



54 Round Hill Crescent
Bnghton
BNZ 3FR

Telephone 0273 685957

15th April 1994
My dear Hilda

How IoveIY to have your letter and to learn what is happening to the book in South
Africa. | am appalled, of course, but not surprised, that Stephen Johnson never received
ﬁroqfs. How thoughtless, how short-sighted, ofthe Cape people. But thank goodness that

e likes the book, and | am pleased that the legal problems are resulting in some publicity. All
publicity is good publicity, as they say.

No, I have not yet seen the Sunday Times review. But | have asked Nicky whats-her-
name at Cape to send me copies of all the reviews.

South Africa is on the news here all the time. And | keep thinking of you and Rusty
and how exciting it must be to be there now, to be witnessing this extraordinary historical
moment. Especially for Rusty, in the thick of it in the ANC offices. Do ﬁive him my love.
And you, my dear, you say that you are being idle. Well, I don't believe that for a minute;
your idea of idleness is most people's notion of a good day's work. Still, I'm thrilled that
you're enjoying yourselfand pleased that you're not being allowed into the hot spots to take
photographs: at least someone is looking out for your welfare!

| am very haby-bound but enjoying every bit of it, though the nights are wearing.
George is a sweetheart - really smiley and happy, and I love having a little baby again. | hate
leaving him to go to work (from next week, two days in London and one at home - when my
mother will come and look after George) mainly because | am not enjoying the job: I think |
told you that | am, working for Anne Benewick on the ex-Pluto Press political atlases. The
issues are interesting but, frankly, maps are not my thing and I miss words and commissioning
desperately. Like that age-old division between workin%-class and middle-class women,
between ajob and a career, | would rather be with my children than doing a boring job. Still,
we need the extra money and | need to keep my hand in the business. But Philippa and I are
soon to approach potential investors for this independent publishing house idea. I'll tell you
more when you are back. That would be really exciting: to be an independent publisher and
not have to put up with company politics and the inertia and lack of innnovation of the multi-
national book world.

~ Today George is having his first day in the university creche in %reparatior_l for me

gomg to London regularg. He is not even five months old! I am still breastfeeding of course,

ut he eats solid food and happily drinks water from a cup, so on work days he gets by on this
and | frantically express milk (in the loo on the train comlng% back from London: the pits) to
freeze and leave for him the next time 1 go to work. It all teels wholly unnatural and wrong.

| want ajob | can do from home; maybe I should start writing. Maybe this is still post-natal
sentimentality; maybe next time I get on the train I'll not feel as though a limb has been
wrenched from me.

b t\M (
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