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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ANNUAL R&SPORT OF THE NATIONAL

SXwCUTIVE COMMITTEE TO THE 42nd ANNUAL CONGRESS HuLD

AT DURBAN, 19th DECEMBER, 1954.

FOREWORD.

This 42nd session of the African National Congress
takes place at a time when some of our highly placed leaders
have been detached from you and thrown into the wilderness,
by a Government of men who cannot concs3al their fear of the
rising tide of the political consciousness of the African
people, and the knowledge of their ultimate disappearance
into political obliviony In the light of these circumstances,
I regret that due to the political persecution
placed upon me and others by the Nationalist Government, it

will not be possible for me personally to present the report
to the Conference, as is the case by custom. Nevertheless,
the report is being placed before you for your consideration
and discussion. I have every confidence that your decisions,
arising from this report will be worthy of the people who
have been deprived of everything that they ever possessed in
this Country, but who are resolved, as never before, to
regain all that is due to them as a free people in a free
world. I am confident that no amount of ban, exiles or poli-
tical persecutions will deter the progressive forces in the
Country from the path which they had chosen, namely a pcrpe-
tual and consistent fight until victory is wone. The Lxecutive

r2port placed before vou, enclose the following documents:
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Presidential address by the President-General, Chief A.J.
Iuthuli; (b) Opening address by Dr. M.G. Naicker, President
Natal Indian Congress; (c) Fraternal messages from South
Africa and Abroad; (d) List of banned and banished leaders;
(e) Nationalist Laws. Maye Buye Africa.

Signed O.R. Tambo----Acting General Secretary."

ADDRESS DasLIVARED BY DR. G.M. NATCKER, PRLSIDENT OF

THE NATAL INDIAN CONGR&ESS.

P, 236-243 Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The National &xecutive Committee of your Congress has done

me a great honour by inviting me to declare open your Annual
Conferences here, I was very pleascd to accept your invitation
and will wish to take this opportunity at the outset of than-
king you for the great honour you have done me, particularly
at a time when the ban imposed on me by th¢ Minister of
Justice under the Suppression of Communism is in force. The
invitation you have extended to me symbolises the great, un=
breakable links which have been forged between our Congresses
and between the African and Indian peoplcés—---Indian people we
represent. Today we find a great bond of friendship and under-
standing, that has grown between our paoples through the joint
heroic struggle for freedom launched under the banners of our
Congresses, and it is my fervent hope and prayer, that joint-
ly we shall advance togcther with all true democrats in

South Africa to the goal which we have s¢t to achieve-~-
frecedom in our life-timee. Your Conference meets at a time
when gravc issuces face, not only people of our Country but the

peoples of the world. Today, in every country, in all thc
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continents of the world, the forces of pevacc and frecdom
are making great headway. The days of Colonialism and
Imperialism are rapidly coming to an end, and we see the
emergence of free and indepcendent nations on the continent
of Asia, a continent which has been subjected to centuries of
colonial exploitation. Because the forces of imperialism
have received the shattering blow in Asia, it is only
natural that Africa should assumec a place of tremandous
importance to those who have axploited fsia hitherto, but
Africa, long described as the dark coantinent, is today astir.
Prom the shores of the Mediterrancan to the Cape Point,
powerful forces of liberation arc making themselves felt,
to enable a 150 million people of this continent to take
their rightful place within the family of nations through
their own democratic government. We in South Africa, have no
hesitation in making our stand clear on the international
question. As oppressed people, believing firmly in the
ideals of democracy, we totally reject all forms of imperial-
ism and colonialism. W¢ reject the cxploitation oif man Ty
man. We make common causce with the world-widc movement
for peace, and arc plodge? to make positive contribution
towards this peace for which mankind yearns. We make this
constribution in particular by opposing all forms of racial
discrimination. In our hearts we are convinced that in
racial discrimination lics the scat of a massive gloebal
conflict and this conflict we arc pleiged to avert. As
protagonists of peace, we are the enemics of war, and arc
opposcd to the armament racé which is now in progrcss.
We stand for total banning of the Atom and Hydrogen Bombs.
Because we stand for world peace, and against the explolta-
tion of man by man, w. find ourselves in strong orposition

to the policics which havs been consistently pursued by th.
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the White ruling classes in South Africa, before and after
the coming into existence of the Union. The policy of segre-
gation and apartheid based on the maintenance of White domi-
nation has today brought our Country to the brink of disas-
ter. More and more people in the Country are beginning to
realise that like peace, freedom is indivisable. Laws,
which in the past affected only one sector of the people,
invariably the African peorle, are today being extended to
the rest of the people of the land. Freedom and liberty

of the people, Black and White, are in danger. It is only

a matter of weeks since Dr. Malan resigned, and today, more
strongly than ever before, the Country finds itself under
the rule of a group firmly pledged to the policy of apart-
heid and all that apartheid stands for.

The Strijdom-Verwoerd era has commenced, and the anti-Natio-
nalist forces in the Country realise that even greater
attacks on democracy and freedom are on the way. Our beloved
Country is heading towards chaos and disaster, under a
policy which has resulted in increased racial tension, in

A climate in which there is little respect for hum:n dignit;
A smrll minority group, are seeking to impose on the majo-
rity an Afrik aner tribal rule, a rule which seeks to peryoe--
tuate a caste structurc in South Africa, under which the
non-White people are to remain in perpatual subjection.
South Afric=e hus reached the prting of the ways. Those

who rule us have chosen the narrow znd bigotesd path of
Afrikener tribalism, cembodied in the theory of apartheid.
With deep regret we are forced to 2dmit that the vast nun-
bers of the White e¢lectorate of the Country have given

their support to this basic policy of apartheid.
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It is in such an atmosphere that African nationalism is
assérting itself in the Union. Let us romember, that never
in world history has any single movement for national libera-
tioffailed in achieving its object, and I am confident that
in South Africa too, the movement for national liberation is
destined to triumph notwithstanding all the obstacles which
may exist today. A movement for national liberation can
become rsactionary in character. Nationalism under anti-
democratic l.adership can become a great threat to the basic
values for which we stand. Afrikaner Nationalism is an
example of how a movement essentially progressive in its
initial stages, has today become a gr2at threat to democra-
cy, and hzs become the specrhead of fascism in South Africa.
African Nationalism too, under wrong lzadership, can become
an anti-democratic force giving rise to the emergence of
Black fascism in the Union. It is to the credit of the
leadership of the African National Congress that African
Nationalism has chosen the path of democracy, notwithstanding
the environment in which it has emerged. In the slogan of
the African National Congress, is not South Africa for the
Africans, but South Africa for all her pcoples of all crecda
and nationalities. Today the¢ African National Congress is
the most important factor for democracy in the Country for
the A.N.C. enshrinecs the hopes and aspirations of the nine
million oppressed africans to be free in the land of their
birth. The A.N.C. scvks to =zchicve tais frecdom, not zt tac
expense of any othcr group, it seeks to excrcisc the froeedom
for its pcoplc 2mong the rest of frec South Africans.
The politiccl maturity and the ideals of the African National
for the convening of the Vongrcss of the Pcanle
Congress is clearly Jdemcastrated in its call/for the formu-
lation of the Fréeedom Charter, for th2 convening of the
Congress of the people , the call which your Congre¢ss mad.

Sched. No. 14.




6o

last year in Queenstown has resulted in the launching of

a movement of frecdom for the first time jointly sponsored
by African, Zuropean, Coloured and Indian peoples.

The convening of the Congress of the Piople is the most
important task which faces all truce damocrats of all

colours in the Country today. ILet me express the earncst
desire that before you mect in your Annual Conference next
year, this mighty ass:mbly of South African people will have
takzn plzce, and that the Charter for Frcedom will have been
drafted, enshrining the hores of the millions of our land,
particularly those¢ who are voiceless todays Let me assure
you, on behalf of the Indien people, that the Indian Congress
will do everything in its power to make the Congress of the
Feople a success and that we shall answer unflinchingly to
the call of your President-General, to enrol within the
ranks of the 50,000 volunteers for freecdom. I visualise the
Freedom Charter as onc of the most historic documents to
cmerge from South Africa, It will not only in the clcarcst
possible terms state what freedom is, but will be a docu-—~
ment by which all South Africans will be judged, whether
thcy stand for freedom and democracy, or for oppression and
segregation. While we are engaged in this great organisa-
tional tesk of convening the Congress of the Pecople, the
Government of the day, is not hesitating in its attempts

to stifle the true voicce of democracy in the Country.

I am 4, however, convinced that banning ordcrs and deporta-
tions will not halt our forward march to freedom and demo-
cracy. 4action on the part of the Govirnment against our
leaders will only make our peopleé even more determincd to
resist injustice and oppression. While we talk of freudom

and organisc our pecoplc to make all South Africms truly froes,
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the rulers of South Africa ar¢ continuing to bring mcasure
after mecsure for the perpetual subjuzation of the non-Euro-
pean peoplc. The¢ most hated apartheid mecasures of the Natio-
nalists is undoubtedly the Bantu Zducation act, a law

which seeks to make the African people a subject people for
all times, Therc can be no compromisz with the principle
which seeks to enslave a p.ople and, thercfore, this act
has to be fought with all the resources available to the
democratic forces of South aAfrica., All South Africans
should re¢alise that the people of the Western Areas in the
Transvaal has presently cengaged in a bitter struggle in
defence of their homes. What is happaning in the Western
Areas today, will happen in many parts of South Africa to-
morrow, if the Group Arcas Act is allowed to be implemented,
The race zoning plans is submitted by local authority under
the Areas Act, demonstrates how tens of thousands of people
are to be revmoved from their homes to satisfy the eulogy of
apertheidy We will have to unitedly oppos. this obnoxious
law with all our mighte Thz African National Congress has
come of age, amd with its present leadershi:, no dcemocrat
in South Africa should have any hesitation in making common
causc with the African National Congr:ss for thc achievement
of democracy. The Indian people h.ve already made the
decision. Not only have we been equal parties in the grea
Defiance Campaign, a campaign which will fill a glorious
chepter in the liberatory struggle of our Country, but we
are present working as great allies together with duropean
and Coloured democrats. It is our task to strengthen that
alliance so that it becomes unbreakable. I would like to
have been prescns 2t this asscmbly. I would have liked to

have
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heard Chief Luthuli deliver his Presiiential address, and
inspire us to make cven greatesr contributions to the cause
of liberation. I would have liked to have sung with ya the
songs of freedom, lcd by Chief Luthuli, and to hear his
voice which has moved so many in so short a time. 3But Chief
Tuthuli and I cannot bc with you today, because of tho ban
imposcd on us, But a day will dawn waen Swart and his
Cabinet will be forgotten and when South Africa will be free,
When men and women will meet to talk of frccdom and to

build a free socicty without fear and hatred, I urgec you,
in the name of South Africa, to work unceasingly towards that
great frecdom we all desire, and we assurc you that we will
work unceasingly for our common obje¢ative, In name of
freedom, I have now thé pleasurc in dzclaring your Annual
Conference oren., History has placed the torch of freedom

in your hands, may you hold high its flames, Afrikea™

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS DJLIVARs&D BY

A.J, LUTHULI PRESID&NT-GENZRAL.

"Sons and daughters of Africa, Afrika, Afriks,
Maye Buye, Mayec Buyc, I grect you 21l on bchalf of myself
and thousands of others within and without the Congress who
sharc with you our hope for the attainment of freedom for
2ll in our land in theé not distant futurc, I ask you to
receive special greetings and best wishoes for a successful
conference from your banncd and banish.d lcaders, who arc
with you in spirit. Thank God that diviné providence has
not endowed Minister Swart with the power to ban Congress
out of the re.ople's hearts. I ask you that your loving

remembrance of our own banncd anl banish.d leadér shoull
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embrace the bann¢d and banished of our allies in the Libera-
tory Movement. As an act of remembrance and dedication of
ourselves to the causc of freedom in our land, I would ask
the Conference at this point to stand and pecrform the acts
which I have proposcd to Mr Speaker., The wholesale banning
of our leaders should challenge us 211, banned and unbanned,

to devote ourselves unreservedly to the cause of freedom."
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Notable Victori.s?-———-- "Notablc Victorius.,---
We find oursclves so busily engaged in the terrific politi-
cel battle in our country that we miss to note the gains we
meke here and there, no matter how smill. In my opinion,
despite the ruthless intensification of the apartheid
policy, we have on the cr.dit side a fow notable victories,
The success of the Congress of the Pecople Campaign. We
heve so much to do to rz2lly 81l sections of our Country to
to the Congress of the Pcople Campaign, but it is making
no extravagant claim, when I say 1t grips thc imagination
of the common man wharever the campaign has r.ached, The
frantic way in which thce Government 13 sciking to cripple
the campaign is evidence of its political rotency. Lét us
intensify our call for 50,000 voluntezrs——--frecdom volunt-
Sers, 1 c¢an sce through the Congress of the People thous-
ands and thousands of South Africans from all sections of
our multi-racial nation marching together to frcedom as a
dircct result of this campaign. In aay case the campzign
hes already enlargcd and consolidated our United Frocdom
Front considerablye..ccceieieeeeioonoenanccns ceeesesens .
cccessecceaeacan ."The risc of the spirit of resistance

among workers, this ycar, cspecially in Durban. We witniss
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with joy the rising tide of opposition by African employees
at your unsatisfactory conditions of service., We single out
for mention, the dock workers, the United Tobacco Company
workers, and workers in some Pinetown factory. Congress, at
both National and Provincial level should establish closer
co-operation between its unpaid Unions, leaders and organi-
sations, We regret the sell-up of labour interests made by
the recent so-called Unity Conference, which ended mp as a
Dis-Unity Conference on thet., In support of the apartheid
policy of the Minister of Labour, Mr. Schoeman, it refused
to recognise african Unions or mixed Unions, with african
membership,"

"The story of our suffering, I feel czlled upon to

romind the African people of the grim fundamental facts of
our situation which are painful reminders of our enslave-
ment by the White South Africans, While it is true that the
propaganda of the Nationalist Government through the infor-
mation section of the Native Affairs Department, tries to
cleverly conceal the evils of apartheid by promises which
are nothing but deceptive palliatives, yet on the other
hand we should be grateful to the Nationalist Brty Governmen
for the~-ambiguously making it plain, that in the interests
of perpetuating White domination, they will stor at nothing
in their determination to realise their goal of keeping
Non-Whites in a state of permanent servitude. What is sur:r
sing is that in the face of this frankness, you should finl
some African preople in positiorms of influence, counselling
the African people to submit to the status quo. These falsc
persons who generally support the trail of the African peopl
by false reasons, such as these-half 2 loaf is better than
no lcafy; the african people are not yct ready for freedom;
convert the White man first by being moderate in your

demands; indulging in wishful thinking, they ideally say,
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that without exerting ourselves, God in his own time will
give us frecdom. They forget that Gol has long been waiting
for the African Freedom Volunteers, whom hé could harnass to
the noble cause of bringing freedom to all pcople in Africa,.
These false leaders would have the African accept the sha-
dow for the substance, and rende¢ring himself guilty before
God of having a perverted sensce of values, which exalts
cxpediency 2bove principles and & mers mess of pottage.
Crumbs of apartheid above frecdom, our basic God-given
heritage, What are some of these grim facts of our situation,
In order to convince you of the seriousness of our situation
let me remind you of some of the grim facts of our situation.
(a) Decline of Liberalism in the Union of South Africa.

It is a sad commentary on the attitude of White South Africa
that in the Union of South Africa, Liberalism should be

held to such extrceme and melicious scorn, that any White
rerson showing any leanings towards libcralism, is regarded
as a2 renegade and so shunned, if not completely ostracisced,
It is a measure of ths littlencss of our little Union of
South Africa that such grcat South africans as the late

J «He Hofmeyr should have been abused, cven by memb.rs of
their own party. White South Africa sho .1d know, Africans
applaud and honour thoseé suropeans who work for the libera-
tion of Africans on thé basis of making the Union of South
africa a true democracy for all people regardless of their
colour, class or creed, Hence we are grateful to the forma-
tion of the Congress of Democrats, with which the african
National Congress is in alliance in tne Liberatory Movement,
¢cspecially in the campaign of the Congress of the Peorlc.

We are grateful also for the existenc: of the Liberal Party,

between whorm and oursilves there exists a warm sympathetic
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understanding and friendly co-operation on specific issues
where our policies agree, Let me here most emphatically
staté?%ﬁile the African National Congress must naturally work
for its own growth, yet it is equally committed to the
policy of forming a multi-racial United Democratic front,
to challenge the forces of reaction in this Country.

(b) The ascendency of the force of reaction. We must not
be blind to the fact that the "baasskap" spirit of the
Boer Republics is in the ascendency in the Union, This
accounts for the fact that every day the United ty is
becoming indistinguishable from the Nationalist Party,

The long-waited for new Native Policy of the United Party
can be described as being a mark-time order from the drill-
master, Mr, Strauss, with an occasional march backwards
order, as in the case of their decision not to give recoge
nition to African Trade Unions, whereas the Party at one
time seriously considered giving recognition to African
Trade Unions, After all, both the United Party and the
Nationalist Party vie for the position of being guardians
of the traditional Native Folicy of South Africa, and the
essence of this policy is the "baasskap" spirit of the
Boer Republics, wherc cach White farmer was a supreme lord
of his African servants,

(c) The cconomic advance of the African is deliberately
curbed by legislation which is reeinforced by hostile
public opinion. This curb of our economic advancement
became marked after Union, when in 1913, Africans were
deprived of the right of buying land in freehold title.
The grim story of our being robbed of opportunitics for
economic advancement, is too long to narrate in a Presiden-
tial addrcss,.

(d) Deliberate e¢fforts to suppress and warp our human
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personality. Leaders of White publi¢ opinion take

every opportunity to present us in thé world as sub-human
beings, incapable of assimilating civilisation, This
vilification has been going on since the Whites first

met us, This matter of dwarfing our personality and

trying to make believe we are nobodies, is the worst sin

the White man has committed against the Africans, In the

Bantu zZducation Act of Drgy Verwoerd, an effort is being

made to use the school as an instrument of dwarfing our

human personalities, The African child is to be made to feel
that he is the inferior of the White child,

(e) World Scene, We ar. grat.ful as we always have becn

to progressive opinion in the world that has not hesitated

to champion our cause in the Union of South Africa, We

watch with interest develorment towards full democracy in
West African territories under British Ruley; The British
Government must not allow its policy to be dictated by White
settlers who selfishly try to grab as much wealth as they

can from Africa, Otherwise she will find hirself confronted
with manemade situations as in fast Afirca or extremely
strained relations as in Uganda and Bechuanaland, where pcople
rightly resent the banishmentg......ees.What must we do to
meet this challenge of being spiritually, if not physically
destroyed as people, Let me conclude my address by asking
you this question:

What must we do to meet this challengc of a people spiritually
if not physically, destroying us as a peopleé." .eccecicecccns
(a) "We must join our national organisation, ghe African

National Congress, where the true significance¢, purposeé anu
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and probable disastrous outcome of Government policy would

be explained to us by our own peoplc who work for our libera-
tion., all, the Whitc man has told you that he wants

to make you his servant forover, and so what good thing can
there be for you in this policy? Do not listen to propaganda
of the information scetion of the Native Affairs Department.
(b) Develop in you the spirit of resisting anything that
curbs or limits the development of your talents to their
fullest capacityy (c) Cultivate the sonsc of scervice and
sacrifice without which Africans can never gain frecdom,
Frecedom comes only to pcople who are preparcd to pay dearly
for it, Afrikag Maycbuye P.0y Grafton, via Stanger

Natal. 12th December, 1954."

RZSPORT TO THZ FORTY-S.OCND ANNUsL CONFLRINC.L HELD AT

THS BANTU SCCIAL CJ4NTR. IN DURBAN ON THE

16th-19th DaCiENBLIR 19544

(a) "Our National organisation is facing a scrious crisis,
The cexistcence as the leader and spokesman of the African
people is gravely threatcnad by the actions of the Bationali
Governmenty Azong other things, therefore, this Report deals
with the very vital and urgent question of organisation,

a questiopthat must in the end determine whether the African
National Congress should rcvive the attack on the Government
and continue actively and scriously to fight for the right
and dignity of the African pcoplc in their fatherland,

It is the duty of every dclcgate at this Confercence and
cvery Congressman and cvery lover of and believer in the
caus¢ of African frecdom, thercfore, to do all in his po.c¢r
to prevent the calamity and cnsure that thce Congress shall

emorge triumphantly from this crisis, We shall win if we
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we follow and diligently carry out th2 instructions and
directives of the Conference and National Executive Com-
mittee of our Congress,

(b) Tolitical Review, The March to Fascism,

After six years of Nationalist rule fascism has arrived in
South Africa. The first five of the six years were occu-
pied in the building of the legal franework of the naked
police state, After sweeping to power on a wave of inten-
sified racialist propaganda, the Nationalist machine set to
work, Th. reactionary anti-people legislation inherited
from former South African regimes was made more efficient,
What have been mere practices before,were transformed

into rules of law, and measures previously scattered in
different Acts of Parliam.nt were consolidated, because-
into single comprehensive species of lagislstion,These
laws were comprehensive not because they detailed and
defined laws, but because they left all powers of making
laws to individual Ministers. Into this category came the
Group Areas Act, the Bangu Authorities Act, the Population
Registration Act, the Native Abolitioa of Fasses and Co- !
ordination of Documents Act, the Native Laws Amendment Act,
the Native Kesettlement Act and the Suppression of Commu-
nism Act, In the last Act, the Nationalist Government,
following the Hitler pattern, prepared th. legal machinsry
for crushing the most militant opponents of their ruleg,

the working class and national liberatory organisation.
Fascism does not aris¢ until conditioans call for it. It
arises when the ruling class can no longer
look forward to unlimited profit and to acquiescent peopl:
willing to be e¢xploited. As the political consciousneéss
of the people grows and their organisations become more

mature and e¢ffective in their struggles for economic and
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and political rights, the ruling class drop the methods of
peaceful flattery, promises and bribery and employ force

as the ordinary means of enforcing thair rule. It is true
that force is alays there, but beforz the rise of fascism
force is resorted to in times of criscs, Under fascism

the crisis becomcs a permanent featurs of life and force
and intim@édation become the ordinary, everyday method of
rule., Here in South Africa the methods of the Nationalist
Party Government arose, which th. ruling class must con-
tinue to use increasingly in its fight against the people.
As the acts passed in the first five years of Nationalist
rule were not achieving their purpose, and thc non-suropean
liberation organisations were stemming the tide of Nationa-
list onslought, more Acts of Parliament and administBtive
orders and regulations became necessary) More amendments
to the Urban Areas Act, the Suppression of Communism Act,
the Land and Trust Act, Urban Bantu Authorities Act and
others, Finally the Criminal Laws Amendment Act and the
Public Safety Act were passed to meet the situation created
by the historic campaign for the defiancce of unjust laws,
The Nationalists have acted in complete disrecgard and
contempt of the rule of law and the rights of Parliament.
In the Public Safety Act they made provision for the
gxecutive, when it deems necessary, to dcclarc a state of
emergency to suspend all laws and assume dictatorial
powers, . Today there are morc¢ reactionary laws, the
Schoeman anti-labour laws, the Verwoerd notorius Bantu
Zducation Act and streamlined Trust Regulations.

Meetings are totally banned in rural arcas, and virtually
banned in urban arcas. The foremost leaders of the natio-

nal liberation organisations and leaders of Trade Unions

Sched. No. 14.




have been banned from political activity. Persons have
been exiled and deported without trial and without regard
to the Welrfare of their families, Newspapers have been
banned, fighters for freedom have besn convicted for protes-
ting against unjust laws, armed police iniimidate people at
meetings and homes, raids end searches are now commonplace,
and to crown it all our Secretary-Genaral has been sentenced
to three months$' imprisonment with compulsory labour for

a crime unique in history, namely attznding a gathering in
order to partake of or be present while others partake of
refreshment (in the nature of tea and/or -dibles and/or

a meal), Y:s, fascism has indeed arrived in South Africa,
What has been the reation of the people to it? On the Par-
liamentary front there has becvn no opposition to the
Nationalist at all, Thcre has been not cven an attempt

or formal protest on the part of the Unitcd Party in paetic-
ular, This is understandable, As th2 rcprescntative of an
important s€gment of the ruling class, this party could ~—
not very well oppose the anti-popular lcgislation. The
groups represented by the United Party in their shortsigh-
tedness acquiesxd to the rcactionary policicecs of the Natio-
nalists, crude as they werc, The policy of the official
opposition in Parliamc¢nt can thcerefores be decemed as one of
surrender all along the line., The sam: may be said of the
Liberals under the former trade unions., Although they did
now and again give cxpression to the formal protest against
isolated acts of Nationalist tyranny, they have made no
attempt to actually resist the onslought of the fascists
outside parliament. Not only did theliberals and those

of their kind cncourage the illusion of social change
through parliament among themselves, but they spread the

illusion even among those who have no parliamentary rights
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at all. Thc one major force which has fought the Govern-
ment consistently and organised the people against fascism
has been the African National Congress and its allies.

No action of the Government, no matter against which group
it has been directed has not evoked condemnation and resis-
tance from the forces allied to and under th. leagdership

of the African Natioanal Congress., In this conncection we
recall the freedom strike in the Transvaal on the 1lst of
May, 1950, the first nationwide political strike on the
26th of June, 1950, The Cape Coloured protest strike on the
7th of May, 1951, the Witsieshoek clah in November, 1950
where thirteen Africans were killed, nine committed to

terms of imprisonment ranging from six months to five years,
the demonstration of 100,000 people on the 6th of April 1952
against three hundred years of White domination, the most
historic Defiance Campaign which began on the 26th of June,
1952~ a day which has truly become a national day for all

South Africa, and a day on which we remember all those

who laid down their lives in the struggle for a free South
Africa, a day of rcededication and pledgees The Defiance

Campaign in particular is not only the most important event
of this period but was the highest form of struggle ever

undertaken in South Africay It produced a solid and strong
democratic front between Africans and other oppressed groups.
It indeed changed/gglleitical situation in the Country., In
these political struggles, two other important things hap-
pened. -

1. The African National Congress became recogniscd and
accepted by all democratic and progressive organbdsations

and individuals in this country as the true voice and leader
in the struggle for frecdom, equality and justice.

2. Junc 26th was scet aside as a national day, a day on
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which fighters for frecdom remembered all those heroes who
laid down their lives in the struggle for a free South Afri-
ca, a day of re-dedication and pledge.

Wrong Viewss All fighters for freedom are warned against
the dahger of underestimating and minimising the fascist
beast and to falling victim to the propaganda of the enemy
and enemy agentsy The enemy and his agents are not only
brutal and ruthless, but also cunning, deceitful and brazen,
They do not hesitat¢ to exploit the bascest and meanest pre-
judice or racial or sectional differences and fear, No lie
is too big or too terrible for th.my They will use any
dirty or nasty thing in order to achiave thtir purpose of
dividing, confusing and rendering their opponents impotenti
He who repeats to Congressmen the ideas and propaganda of
the enemy is undermining the cause for which the Congress
stands, The African National Congress stands for freecdomn,
equality and justice for all, irrespective of race, colour
or prejudice, Having described the six years of Nationalist
rule as a period of determined affort to destroy ceverything
democratic and prograessive in the political, economic and
social life of South Africa, and having cited the long list
of obnoxious and iniquitous laws which added to existing
oppressive and discriminatory laws form a massive wall of
dark reaction and cruelty,we should also show the reverse
side of the picture, the credit side, as it were., Apart
from the wealth of experience that we/gggsess, our causc
has now gained an army of som¢ 10,000 Volunteers, men,wom.n
upon whom the cause of African freedom has been indzlibly
imprinted. Furthermore thcse six years of strugglc have
cregted a general political consciousness among the mass

of the pcople. They have given us a Luthuli. The year

1354 was the year for the preparation for a new period, a
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a period for the changing of tactics, a pcriod for an ad-
vanced form of organisation to prepar: for advanced forms
of struggle. The Congrcess of the People and the Resist
Apartheid Campaigns are the two Campaigns on which to base
our future strugglc. Thc Resist Apartkheid Campaign is an
issue on which we mobilisé our forces in the sense of our
right and our organisation. On the other hand, the Congress
of the People Campaign will opcn a new phase, another ture
ning point in the history of our country, when, for ths
first time, a people's charter should be drawn up by the
masses of all walks of life and from all racial groups in
the country. A Charter of a new South Africa, We are
striving to bring to the masses of our Country the vision

of a new South Africa, a South Africa whcerein there shall

be no starvation and in which racial antagonism will be eli-
minated and all alike who share in ths natural resources
and prosrerity of the country. While it is dangerous to
underestimate fascism and the power of the ruling class
generally, it is equally dangerous to overestimate the
power and pbpularity of these reactionary and barbaric
hordes. Ng forcc is more rowerful than the power and will
of the people. If the pceople arc organised and united,
their power is invincible. Tht organiscd power and united
action of th¢ people will dcfcecat the fascis$ demon in South
Africa. We must therceforc organise ths people properly,
and activise them and lcad them against the forces of
fascism and reaction.

Widen the Anti-Fascism front. ¥e¢ know that in every coun-
try where the fascists came to power they did so because
the masses of the people did not wage determincd struggles
against those fascists. 4And in some instances as in
Germany and I taly bcecausc the masses of the people suppor-

Sched. No. 14.



204

ted them. Here in South Africa too, the fascists came to
power because the mass of those who have political rights,
those who decide government and administrators supported

our local fascisms. Fascism came to 3outh Africa as a re-
sult of an electoral majority in an election in which non-
Buropeans have no say, From the point of view of the ballot
box therefore, the non-Europeans can do nothing to their
overlords and tyrants, yet all concerned can successfully
resist and defcat thesc oprressors, They must be fought
outside parliament, in the towns, on the farms, in the eco-
nomic, political and industrial spherces, They must be
fought everywherc, The policy of the African National Cone
gress in this connection is intereracial cooperation on the
basis of mutual respect and equality, The policy of the
African National Congruss is proclaimed boldly to all inter-
ested groups and organisations and to the world at large.
Qur policy is co-~operating with other racial groups through
their national organisations, and has made¢ great strides

and constitutes a very real threat to the present regime,
which is anchored on the idea of racial exclusivencss and
domination. In thc fight against fascism wec must see to it
that morc and more of the other groups are part and parcel
of the strugglc. The Africens as the lcading element in

this alliance must do all they can to see that thc Coloureds
arc really part of the fight, similarly with the suropeans.
The Indian People led by the South African Indian Congrecss
and inspired by that tricd and tested lcader, Dr. Y.M. Dadoo,
arc old and trusted allies. We hope that the vigorous and
active, thxough small, Congrcss of Democrats, and the South
African Coloured Peoples' Crganisation will grow strong

and swing more rcprescntative groups among their respective
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"Part Two. International Situation,"

"the African National Congress as a l2ading political orga-
nisation in the country and a representative of the people
of South Africa, has a forecign policy opposed to that of the
Government who represent less than 204 of the country's
population, The White rulers in South Africa support the
war aims, imperialism, ana white domination. During the
Second World War, the President-General of the African Natie
onal Congress appointed a special committee in 1943 to
examine the place of an African in the post-war period and
in the light of the Atlantic Charter, Thc documcnt drawn
up the Committee covered the international and national
policy of the African Natignal Congress, which was unani-
mously adopted at the National Conference in December, 1945,
and finally published in a booklet entitled 'African Claims
in South Africa', This policy has been endorsed by the

successive Presidents of the African National Congress and
was sharply raised by Luthuli's Presidantial Address lasty

year, The cardinal points of our foriegn policy are, opposi-
tion to war and a uncompromising stand for world pcace, and
opposition to colonialism and whitc domination. Africa,
thc second-largest continent with its 200 million people
and richly endowed by natural resourc3s is ruled over by no
less than six colonial powers, These powers are counted
amongst the grcatest powers in the world. Therefore the
struggle to fr.e South Africa and inde¢ed all Africa is a
serious problem that will mean a struggle against six major
imperialist nations and their satcllités - such as Malan,
Roy Welensky, Blundell and others. This is a formidable

prospect.s And y.t the dynamics of history say that the
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imperialists are doomecd to ignominious defeat at the hands
of the oppressed Africans. Already the whole contingnt is
awakened and is tramping the road to frcedom. The nature
of our programme, the forces ranged against us, méan
that the freedom of Africa can never be a local problem—- an
internal or domestic affair, However we look at it, the
freedom of Africa is an international question, It is true,
the struggle will only be fought by the Africans themselves
under their own indepcendent lcadership bu t they will have
to keep a very clear eye open for international developments
detrimental or advantagcous to us., We must look for allics
and without going any further we must ask ourselves the
following regarding any prospective ally:

(i) 1Is this Country or group in the¢ impcrialist camp or

in the anti-imperialist camp?

(ii) Is this Country or group for equality or for racial
discrimination?

(iii) 1Is this Country or group pro-African or anti-African
freedom?

(iv) 1Is this Country or group anti-colonialism?

On the answer to all these questions we will base our atti-
tude to any country. 4s you all know, the Defiance Campaign
of 1952 sharply focusscd the attention of the United Nations

on the problem of racialdiscrimination in South Africa.

We once more wish to record our highest appre ziation to the
United Nations Organisation for the continous support it

has given us, particularly do we want to do so to the

United Nations Commission on racial discrimination in South
Africa and those countrics who hawe supported our cause des-—
pite strong opposition from thc imperialist countries, who
are in league with South Africa. We arc aware of the rea-
sons for this attitude on the part of the imperialist coun-
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tries. Thé liberation of the colonial and stmi-colonial
people will bring an end to the huge profits thoy are making
through the cruel exploitation of subject peoples. The
expulsion of colonial powers in the great land of Asia is
a source of inspiration to the African people. The emergence
of the two great powtrs in this continént, China and India,
both enemics of war and imperialism, have shattered the
hopes of the imperialist powers and made their rule impos-
sible even under the military might of the United States
of America, Great Britain and France, We have year in year
out expressed our grsat concern over imp.rialist wars in
Indo-China and Malaya, We now not only enthusiastically
salute the victorious struggle of the Vict Mihns against
the powerful imperialists of France and Amcrica but have
cvery reason to celebrate this victory and the end of the
war in this part of South-bast Asia, . Yet, friends, the
brutal wars arc still being waged in .lalaya, Kenya, Algeria,
Tunisia and NMorocco-- all of which are in the continent of
Africa except llalaya, , We express our solidarity and sympa-
thy with these countries in bitter and bloody struggle, not
excluding the people in British Guiana and other oppressed
pcoples in other parts of the world. 'We call upon the
Britisn and French Governments to withdraw their armed for-
cecs and to releasce the gaoled leaders and thus pave the
way for permansnt peace in the world.. We appeal to the
civilised world, to 2ll democracies and pzaceloving peoplcs
to call for an immediate pecace in Kenya and other affcected
places, to save innocent and defenceless pegople from the
horrors of war."
"Africa and World Teace.. The rise of the national libera-
tion movements in Asia and the Pacific regions and the loss
of those vast countrics as war bases and ccntres for invest-
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mcnt has forced the imperial powers to turn their eyas on
Africa. Here the imperial powers of Britain, Belgium,
France, Holland, Portugal and Spain have cither their chief
or their only colonial dependencies, The rivalries
amongst these colonial powers contain the seed of an extrem-
ly dangerous situation to peacc and security in Africa.

To protect their markets and investments , to crush the
national 1liberation movements and to forcstall the rise of
revolutionary democracy in Africa and to ensure an abundant
cheap labour supply, America and her satellites have estab-
lished military bases all over the continent. America has

land, sea and air basces in Morocco, Libya and Saudi Arabia.

There are British military bases in udgypt, Last Africa,
Somaliland and the Sudane The Supreme Allied Commandcr in
the Mediterranean in 1944 writing in 'Optima’
of June, 1953 a quarterly review published by the Anglo-
American Corporation, put the matter very clearly:
'Th. spread ofCommunism to China and the uncertain politi-
cal situation in other countries in the Far Zast are bound
to have the effect of contracting the sources of supply
of eertain raw materials necessary for the manufacture of
armaments, which will result in the intensification of
prospecting and developmcnt in Africa.' Accerding to him,
the role of the two Rhodesias and Kenya, should be to
protect and develop sea communications, to be ready to send
forces overseas and to develop its industrics to maximunm
capacity for war nceds. To do this, he says, it will be
necessary for the threc colonies to come unler one Centrzl
Command., In 1946 the "Rand Daily Mail" made the position
equally clear:s 'The British decision to gquit Palestinec,
Burma's scecession from the Commonwealth, the wcakening of

the tics with India and the uncertainty of Britain's



25,

tenure in Zgypt have hastened the adoption of plans for

a new Commonwealth defence system........Kenya is the new
Centre of Commonwealth defence and South Africa its arsenal',
It will thus be seen that the struggle for national libera-
tion is inextricably linked up with the fight for pcace

and against imperialism, It will also be seen that the
people of South Africa and of this continent will be the
first victims of a future war, Their industries will pro=
duce armaments, their raw materials will be used not to
develop their own economies but to destroy those of others,
It is precisely because of this fact that the question of
war and peace has become of immediate concern to us all,

It is also because of this fact that we wclcome the partie
cipation of our leaders in the Pecace Movement, It is because
of this dangerous situation tp peace and security in Africa
that we urge the widest section of our people to take up

the cause of peace and to uphold it until the scourge of
imperialism is vanquishcd from the face of the earthe"

"Part Three, General Activities for the Yecar 1954".

"Congress of the Peoplc", The most important resclution

of the 1953 Conference of the African National Congress was
on the Congress of the Pcople, which reads: 'Conference
instructs the National Zxecutive Committece to make immedi-~
atc preparations for the organisation of the Congress of
the People of South Africa, whose task shall be to work
out e Preedom Charter for all the truzs people and groups
of thoe countryy To this end the Confercnce urges theu
African National Congrcss Lxeccutive Committee td invite
the National dxecutives of the South African Indian Con-
gress, the South African Congress of Democrats, the South
African Colourcd Peoples' Crganisation or any other demo-
cratic organisation, for the purposc of placing before
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them the plan of the Congress and obtaining their co-ope-
rative support in creating a truly w¥cpresentative Conven-
tion of the Pcoples of South Africa’. In terms of this
rcsolution a Conference was called on the 21lst March, 1954,
at Tongati, Natal, In this Conference a sub-committee was
appointed to draw up plans which subszgucntly were adopted,
according to which a National Action Council for the Congress
of the pcople was set up consisting of cight members from
each sponsoring organisation, (Seghnnexure 'A').

The National Action Council on the récommendation of the
African National Congress appoint.d Mr. T.3. Tshunungwa as
National Organiser for the African National Congressi The
full report of the activities of the Congrcss of ths People
which forms part of this report, is hsrewith attached and
shall be read to Confercnce by Mr, T, i, Tshunungwa,"

—

"The Western Areas Anti-Removal and Rcsist Apartheid

Campaign," At the mceting of the National Executive on

the 17th-18th April, 1954, in Cleremont Township, Natal,
the National E£xcecutive carefully considercd after a full
recport by the Working Committec, the gravity of the situation
created by the dceceision of the Nationalist Government to
forcibly remove the non-Zuropean people Ifrom the Westurn
Arcas of Johannesburge, It came to the conclusion that the
matter had assumed dimensions of national importance, and
that the responsibilities of tho Anti-Removal Campaign
must be under the supcervision of the National sxccutive
itself, working through its agencies. It madc an appeal
to all scctions of South aAfrica, Black and White, to unite
and oppose by all mecans possible the crucl scheme of Dr.
Verwoerd. On the 18th May, 1954, the National wuxecutive of
the A.N.C., the S.a.I.C., the S.4.C.0.D. and the S.4.C.P.0.
Sched. No. 14,
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approved a plan of campaign now known as thec *Resist Apart-
heid Campaign' in terms of which was fixcd the 26th-27th
June as the Western Areas Day for Campaign and Solidarity
throughout the country. On these days, mcctings and confe-~
rences were called in Natal, Transvaal and the Cape Province.
The President-General, Chicf A,J. Luthuli, made a clarion
call to the nation for 50,000 "freedom Volunteers", both
for the Western Areas as well as for the Congress of the
People, The response of the people and their very high
spirit shocked the Governmcnt and showed a clcar demonstra-
tion of the peoples' solidarity, The significancc of the
VYestern Areas Day was marked by the reaction of the entirc
ruling class press and comments of the pcoplc in the areas
where mectings wergheld, The Resist Apartheid Campaign
embodics all Apartheid measurcs, in particular:

1, Bantu zducation; 2, Native Resettlament Acts

3¢ Pass Laws; 4, Group Arcas Act; 5. Suppression of
Communism Act; 6, Anti Trede Union lMeasures. seescecees

0000000 csopsocpegoeoayn

"Activities pf National Officials,

It was significant that the¢ Transkei shnould have boecn
visited by the four leading officials of thce African
National Congresse This vast territory is thc largest
singlc unit occupicd by thce African peasants and has not
becen properly tackled by the African National Congress in
th. past. 4s a result of arrangements made by Mr, Sisulu
during his tour of ths Capc Province, 3 Confcruncce was
hcld on the 1st of May. Both Chi:f Luthuli, Prc¢sidcnt-
General and Dr. Conco, acting Trecasurcr-Gencrel visitod
Untata, the capital of thc Transkei, to attend this Con-

ference. Duc to the ban imposed on Chizf Iumthuli not to
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attend public gatherings, Dr. Conco openéd the Conference
and a messzge from Chicf Luthuli was rz:ad to thc confersnce.
Later the National Organiscer visited the arca., The tour

of the Secrctary-General was particularly successful in the
Sastern Cape. A series of mectings were arranged for him ,
culminating in a big rcgional meeting at Vecplaats on Sunday,
28th March at which mecting close to £100 was collected
apart from a sum of £22 collscted by the Woman's S.ction.

The Korsten Branch donated to the head office a new typarriter

"The National dxecutive wishes to express its apprcciation

to the sastern Capc Region, Korsten Branch, Women's Section,
and not forgetting Grahamstown, Cradock as well as Queenstown.
The Provincial Conference of the Cape Province held at
Uitnhage in June was opened by the President-General, whereat
h.' made a call for 50,000 Freedom Volunteers, The Secre-
tary-General opened the National Conference of the africa:
National Congress Youth League at Uitenhage at the same time.
By far the most important visit of the year was that of the
President-General to the Western arcas of Johanncsburg, whi:ll
is threatened with forcible removal by Dr, Verwoerd, d
On his arrival on the 10th July, at Jan Smuts Airport, he
was served with a banning ordcr, one of which prohibited

him from attending public gatherings as from the time he
received the order. Nevurtheless, close to 10,000 people
asscmbled at Sophiatown on the 11lth July to mcet a Psople!'.
Leader. On the advice of the Working Committee, he did not
p-rsonally address the gathering but his message was cnthuci-
astically rcceived, in which ho said that the removal of tho
Western Arcas was a testing ground in the implementation of
the outrageous tyrannical arartheid policy of the Nationzlist

Government. He callcd on all South Africans to consider no
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sacrifice too great in opposition to this scheme, Other
activities of the officials were Dr, Conco's visit to the
Transvaal; The Transvaal President, Mr. Morctsele's visit
to Natal; The Acting-President, Dr. Njongwe to the Western
Arcas; and the visit of thc National Organiscr to the Trans-
vaal and to Natal, Apart from the visit of the National
officials, it is recommended that the interchange of Provin-

cial officials be encouraged,"

"Bans, We have already recferred to th2 banning and depor-
tation orders but we must mention a number of leading official
who have been affected by thesc laws during the year, (For
a list of banned people, see Annexure 'B'), Congress offi-
cials, Chief Luthuli, Prcsident-General; W M, Sisulu, Secre~
tary-General; Dr, J,L.Z2, Njongwe, Acting-Prcsident, Cape
Province; O,R. Thambo, Acting Scecretary-~General: R,M, Matji,
Provincial Secretary, Cape; J, Motshabi, Provincial Sccretary
Transvaal; M,B, Yengwa, Provincial Sccratary, Natal; and
Je Matthews, President of the African National Congress Youth
Leaguc havc bicn bann.d during the last ycary The new methcd
which the Government is using is that of deporting Congress
lcaders to some obscurce corner of the country, This boga

I'r, Sibande from Bethal, the deportation ox
with the deportation of/ the Ficksburg Branch Secrctary to
Basutolandy during this year Mr, A.8, Gwentshe and lir. J.77.
Longisi have becn deported from wmast London to the Transve.l.
Mr. Ycngwa from Durban to Mapumolo, The National &xccutiv
recommends that the exiled, arrestad and bann.d lcaders corn-
tinue to be regardcd as leaders, providaed that any confor.
——-provided that at any confercence a vote of wonfidence is
passcd on each and cvery onc so that thosc whose activitics
arc considered to bc the detriment of the organisation do

not hide behind the bans and may in fact be expelled."
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"Part Four, Organisational Problcms", ececcssosccccosssccossne
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"(a) It should be bascd on small manageable units.

(b) Several of these units should bec united under and
controlled by a sub-committec consisting of leaders
of cach unit,

(c) Units sub-committces are to be responsible to branch
committees,

and units

(d) 411 units/sub-committeces to be equipped with the know=-
ledge necessary to enablce them to carry out their
dutics and functions,

(e) Branch committecs tc be responsible for seeing to it
that all units and units sub-committees are activised
and efficient,

(F) Greater use to be made of the prited word, but where
and when this becomes impossible to make use of the
word of mouth,

(g) Provincial Committees to be more alive and to exercisec
their supervisory and administrative control stricte
ly and conscientiously,

(h) sach member of a provincial committee to be personally
responsible to the provincial committcece for the prorer
and efficient functioning of a given branch and unite
and units sub-committces under the control of such
branch,

(i) wsach member of the National Executive to take an acti.
and lcading part in the work of the provincial commiti
in his provincec.

(j) For thc purposes of proper and efficicent administratica
cach member of the National sxecutive to be given somc

aspect of our national 1lifce to study and pseriodicall,
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report on to the fxecutivs. The National sxecutive to
pay special attention to the work and activities of the

provinces.

Now how arec we going to begin, how are we going to start

remedying the weakness mentioned above? The answer to this

question lies in the handsof the delegates at this Confercnce.

However, whilst recognising that the remedy lies with theés

Conference, your Zxecutive offers the following recommendations

1.

2.4

4.

That Conferences should adopt the ré—organisation scheme
suggested above and instruct the provinces to act upon it
carly in the n.w ycar,

(a) That every secrctary of the African National Congress
from the highest to the lowest must undertake a con=-
pulsory course of training for at least three months.

(b) That every member of the Executive must undertake a
course of theoretical, political and organisational
training for af{ lcast two months,

(¢) That every Frecedom Volunteecr must take a course of
political and organisational training for at lcast
onc¢ month,

(d) That beforc elcctions are conducted members must bo
informed of thoese conditions."

That anybody who decliberately distorts or under-minces the
policy and decisions of thce Congress should be dealt wiil
immediately.

That it be the accepted duty of all branchés to build up

a powerful mass youth organisation which must be subor’i-
nate to the branch and also the women's scction.

Lectures for courses mentioned above alrcady avaidable,

and provincés arc askud to place their orders. In con-
clusion, Sons and Daughtcrs of Africa, we arc placing

this Report before you for mosk careful attention and
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considerations We have impliecit faith in this asscm=

bly of dclegates who have come from all corners of South
Africa, and we are fully confident that from their delibo-
rations therc will cmerge concrete and far reaching
decisions which will raise the organisational ce¢fficiency,
and with it the political e¢ffectiveness, of the African
National Congress, and thus place the liberatory move-
mcnt 2nd the progroessive forces on the path to inevitable
victory. Friends, you arec all aware that NMr. Strijdom,
the fanatic of the Nationalist regimz, has replaced Dr.
Malan and displaced Mr, Havenga, Thus the predictions of
your lcecaders have once again proved truc-as we have
warned you before, we arc heading for a fully fledged
fascist sgate not unlike the Hitlerite regime in Germany.
The Strijdom-Verwoerd-Swart combination is possibly the
grcatest political misfortune that has ever befallcn this
unhappy land, We can now promise you nothing but greater
hardships, more forccd labour, bannings and deportations
on an unprccedented scalc, concentration camps, a suspen-
sion of the rulc of law and other manifi.stations of the
principlc of "government by brutal forc.", which will
apply as much to the non-.urcpcan pzoplé as to th. non-
Nationalist sSuropcan pcople of this country. There can
be no doubt that the salvation of the people of South
Africa today lies with the mighty strength of the African
Netional Congress and its allies and in the knowlcdge
that history and the world are on our side, and providea
we arc determined to resist fascism and increasc the

pace of our march, wc must sce victory and freedom within
our lifetime. Long livec our banned leaders! Long live

the Liberatory Movemcnt!i"
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PR4STIDENTIAL  ADDRiESS OF L.P. MORsT3sLa AT

THs ANNU.L PROVINCIAL CONFZRuNCs AJN.C. TVL. 1954.

"lr, Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen. Tais Forty-Seéond
session of the African National Zong. ess (Transvaal)assemblss
at a time when the struggle for national liberation and
independence has assumed dimensions hitherto unknown in the
annals of the fight between the oppressor and the oppressed.
The world over, the oppressed peoples have come out in open
defiance of their enemies. On the oth:r hand, we witness
attempts by the reactionary imperialist powers under the
influence and leadership of American imperialism to plunge
the world into another blood-bath, that will bring nothing
but death, misery and starvetion to suffering humanity.

Vith this object in view, the imperialist-capitalist powers
are intensifying their oppression and ex»nloitation of the
colonial and semi-colonial masses. Th2 snslaved masses
everywhere ars very much indebted to the progressive powers
such as the U.S.3.R., Caina, the new D2mocracies and India
for the role th:y are playing in international politics.
Nere it not for their existence, together with the peace a
frecdom-loving peoples of the world, thsn slavery wculd hav
bezn the order of the day in every colonial and derendent
country. Needl.ss to say, that the subject people of Soutn
Africa, who are today living under semi-fascist conditions,
would have been in a much mcre hopeless position. It must
be understood that our salvation is linked with that of
oppressed and fre:dom-loving peoples of the world. My rc...-—
rence, in this address, to the international situation is *
re-assure you that South Africa is part and parcel of tu
world and notdunique and mysterious pisce orf land that h

very little or nothing in common with the rest of the worly,
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as Dr, Malan and his clique would want the civilised world
to believe.” South Africa

"The position of the non-European in general and that
of the Africans in particular has never been a happy one
in South Africa. But with the advent to power of the
Nationalists, this position has been very much aggravated.
There is no fundamental difference in poliey between the
present and past Governmont--be they Nationalist or United
Party.The policy of all White South African Governments has
been, and still is, that of keeping the African in a state of
perpetual subjugation. In other words, the African is treated
like a beast of burden and must remain a hewer of wood and
drawer of water until doomsday. It is against these igno-
minous policies that the AN.,C., 1is leading the millions
of tollers onto their national emancipation. Because of the
gvergrowing consciousness of the people coupled with the
effective leadership given by the African National Congress,
the Government in their fear of the masses, have decided to
unleash various forms of terror with a view to intimidating
and breaking up the organisation of the peoplc. At this junct
ure it bchoves me to reomind you that--in what circumstances I
have been clevated to the Presidency of the A.N.Ce (Tvl.)
It was only after your democtatically elected leaders such
as Nelson Mandela, David Bopape, J.B. Marks and others werc
gagged and commandcd by the "almighty" 3wart, Minister of
Justice, to resign . from the A.N.C. and ncver to become
mémbers again, that you callcd upon me to takc up the leader-
shipe. Since then, I have triced to execute my dutics to tho
best of my ability. This attack on your lcadcrs and organi-
sation does not show signs of abating. On the contrary, it i«
being intensificd., Daily, more and more of the leaders of thu
A N.C, are being removecd against the will of the people.
Swart has gone so far as to ban Chief Luthuli, our President-

sneral, and has confined him to the lower Tugcla,
Schcd. Nelo !
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Not satisfied with the banning, the Minister has now banished
from their places of domicile three of the noblest Sons of
Africa, namely Gwentshe, cngigi and Yengwae. They have been
torn away from their families and sent to some of the remotest
parts of the Union of South Africa, and made to live under the
most primitive conditions. The Government is aiming at
removing progressive leadership and outlawing progressive
organisations, such as the African National Congress, the
South African Indian Congress, the Glourcd Peoples' Organisa-
tion and, last but not least, the Congress of Democrats.

The Malan Government derives its support from the most poli-
tically backward and reactionary section of the white elec-
torate in this country, the big farmers and land-lords., This
section of the white community has swallowed, hook, line and
sinker, the Government's policy of apartheid which is oppres-
sive in form and in content, The results of the recent Pro-
vincial Elections were disappointing but not surprising.

They exposed the political shallowness of the electorate,

and their readiness to fall victim to the clever demogagy of
the Nationalist politicians, They are running away from
reality and civilisation, Because of thesc and other suc-
cesgses, the Government has become bolder in forging ahead
with its plot to transform South Africa into a police statec.
In this "triumphant" march towards fascism, the so-called
White opposition has collapsed. So now the only effective
opposition to the Government are the national movements and
their allies. Theirs is to grapple with the potential fascist
beast to the bitter end. The Government of the day has
attacked the African in all walks of life: +their general
attitude is characteriscd by the following legislative
measuUresSe" c.c.ciccceccscsscsscsccnsesosonoe e
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"OQur Tasks". "The President-General, Chief Luthuli,

on the occasion of his ban in Sophiatown, made an appeal

to the country for volunteers to organise Congress and to
stop the Western Areas Removal Scheme of Dr. Verwoerd and
company. This call must receive the full response and
support of every branch of the A.N.C. throughout the Trans-—
vaal. Where necessary, every member of the A.N.C. should
become a volunteer., The Transvaal should give at least
25,000 volunteers, Another significant political develop-
ment in the country is the call issuel by the A.N.C.,
calling for a Congress of &ll the people of South Africa,
irrespective of their nationalities. This call is being
supported by the South African Indian Congress, the Coloured
Peoples' Organisation, and the Congress of Democrats.

This Congress must lay the bases for the co-operation of all
the peoples of South Africa. Th. Government has provoked
and attacked, but we have remained disciplined. In other
words, we have not allowed the Government to choose the time,
the place, and battle-ground for us. Today, I say to the
African people: Intensify your organisation, and stand by

awaiting instructions.™
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"It is normal procedure at the beginning of each
year to take stock of the events of the preceding year, the
triumphs and victories, disappointments and broken hopes.
In other words, it is customary +to hold a post mortem and
present the findings of the relevant and interested parties.
But I shall do no such thing, for to do so in this
journal would be to underrate the effect of an ancient
past on an unhappy position in which we find ourselves.
Also, there is a view covering only the immediate past
years, would have to be counter-balanced by a vision
extending only to the end of the present year. Let us
then, sons and daughters of Africa, hold a post mortem
upon the whole sordid history of colonialism and
imperialism in our beloved Motherland, in order the better
to be able to counter-balance the path of inspired vision
of a distant future when the sacred soil should have gone
back to the tiller. Glancing back in the past, delving
back into the for-off past, we can picture the South Afric.
of 302 years ago. It was only 1 year and 9 months since
Johen van Riebeeck had landed at the Cape, ostensibly to
erect only a refreshing and replenishing station with no
ulterior motive, seeking not to enslave and rob any man
of what is his, but to cultivate fresh vegetables and
'buy sheep and cattle from the savages with no fixed
abode who roamed the country by the great sea-waters'.

Thus one of the numerous talons of the octopus, that is,
white civilization, found a foothold on our beloved

motherland, Africa. Thus began an era of plunder



usurpation, of looting and robbing, of deceipt and
deception, as ever the world has known or is likely ever
to know. Throughout two centuries the greedy and blood-
thirsty nations of Europe, led by the Islands of Britain,
unleashed a campaign of subjugation that Africa never
shall forget. It was against countries far ahead in

the science of war and disregard for human life that
Africa was initiated into a new way of life.

Resistance to tyranny and refusal to be wiped out of
existence as a people. This tragedy and drama that is
Africa's history, becomes the more remarkable when we
consider the fact that in the 0ld order of African
society, when a man was a man, 2and as such had his duties,
responsibilities and obligations to his fellow-men, it
was the tillers of the soil, the herdsmen and shepherds,
who pitted their strength against the armies who killed
and battled, not for the freedom of mankind, nor for the
prosperity of all humanity, but to loot and plunder and a
few pieces of silver =2nd gold per day. It w=s against
these paid nmurderers, coming from gener=ztions of
professional debased hum=2n beings, the renega es and
noral refuge of England, Spain, Holland, Portugal,
rrussia, Belgium =and France, that the sons of Africa took
up arms to preserve their way of life, their homes and
femilies and their religion, their green pastures that
teemed with wild game. Even, when cold logic, supericrit,
of arms, the neverending stream of missionaries, decrecd
that Africa shall be destroyed, its inhabitants shall bo
enslaved, its way of life shall die, the people by their
resistance declared that 'I will not die, I will live'.

In this year of 1954, 302 years since imperialist
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contamination defiled our sacred motherland, we have a
rich and glorious past to draw inspiration from. Our
task is by no means an easy one. This year, more than
the past, will see an intensified effort on the part of
the ungodly to make yet another concentrated effort to
render a deathblow to our aspirations for brotherhood and
comradeship of mankind. The renegzde, the coward, the
loyal Natives amongst us, those out of whom years of
oppression and corruption have knocked out 211 sense of
manhood, will call from the wilderness for compromise,
for respite, for bargaining with the enemies of Africa
and all that she stands for. From their ivory towers
they shall extoll the people to take the sacred 'sic'
promises of the unsacred. No one of the slightest
knowledge of the tragedy that has befallen compromisors
and relenters, can fail to appreciate the futility and
danger of placing any trust in the word of those who hurt
us 'for our own good'. The Youth will have to give =2
straight-forward and practical answer at this conference,
not only by passing the resolutions, but by painstakingly
translating those resolutions into hard facts, thus
giving our reply to Mr. W.M. Sisulu's injunction to 'mcke
1954 a year of mass youth activity, to wipe out fascism
from the country of our birth.' The =2nswer of the youth
to the challenge of 1954 is simply this, to rofuse to admit
the existence of the word 'impossible', expunge it from th-
dictionary, and because they refuse to 2dmit it, make the

otherwise impossible fact, freedom in our life-time,

&ditor.
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