
/NJ((JlU/,,EKO O~;y TRMl/.i-·· L/LLfT/N tJ.cT · 

COI\JSPIR/-\C Y CH/-\RGE -
- Xnowlng ~he weQBQP.l:=:tuQJ ~ress an~ 1 ts 

tendeney to disto~t.or supprese news that is not in 
aecordance with its pol1ey, the Communist Party newspaper 
11 Inkululek~ 0 has decided to bring out a apeoial trial 
bullentin when neeeasary, so that the true facts brougnt 
out in the trial at the Johanneeburg Magistrates Courts 
of 52 peraoni in conneot1on with the recent .strike of 
African mineworkers may become know to all. 

On Monday, September 16th, the whole character of the oaee alter­
ed When the prt~aratory examination was converted into a summary 
trial. The case against Moses Kotane, General Seoretary of the 
Communist Party, Brian Bunting, William Roberts, John Hertslet, 
Wilhelmina Skikoena and G. ~ii;_,er was withdrawn. The remaining 
accused pleaded guilty to a charge of assisting 1n the cont1nua­
t1on· of the strike after August 12th. 

c(r,rP(.. 1 ( -
As eouneel f~r the defente. Advocate Shacksnov1s K.O., 
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Giving evidenee on Monday, Lt. D. Botha. of the Johannesburg 
C.I.D. produced documents taken in a search of the Johannesburg 
fommun~st Jarty· offices. He said he showed the deoumenta to 
several members of the Jehannesburg District Committee, who told 
h1m that the letter signed by dlJ, Pleesla whieh waa wri'tten to 
Kotane ~n May 2gth, pur~orting to describe the strike plans, d1t · 
not oerreetly represent the deoiaions-~nd policy or the Communist 

Party• · ~~: (\~\Al ,e ~t tv.-t. C\\~lV\l~cp cn-- t,1{1 t~ - .,- I 
p 0\.. t t '- \ \Au, -ro n~-Pl ~1' 1 c \.M \( V\ Le 11t- i< ~ .. 

The nex• w1 t~ese · wa.e Mr. ~1meb.f;er, .ee8retary of ·the Chamber of 
Minea, .. w}.t> · preti.ueed several 1etters ·sent to him by the Atrioan 
Mine worKers URi~~ al~ee May 6. The letters a~quainted him w1th 
the demands adopied at a •ortference of the African Mine .Workers 
Union fc,r 10/ .. . a tiay an·d better food. Further letters informed 
tbs Chamber of the a trike ,lee 1 s ion ta.teen by the workers and 
appeal,ei fer lae-t minute negotiatt_ions to a.void a dispute • 

. . __ . MR. LIMEBEER B.AI1' HE Dil"J NOT REPLY TO THESE LETTERS AS IT 
WAS THE .. POLICY -OF THE CHAMEER OF MINES NOT COO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH THE MINE _WORKERS UNIO.N, WHICH" 'THEY HELD· WAS NOT REPRESEN'I½t 
ATlVE. . . 

Asked whether the Chamber had taken any ste*s to avoid trouble on thE 
mines he said that he knew of nothing, alt ough tfie Chambe~ had 
had tEe possibility of disturbances under consideration for man1 
months. • 

The next witness was Detective Sergeant Steyn, of the Nigel C.I.D. 
wno told how the police has stopped the strUe on the mines in h1s 
area. At the Nigel mine on August 12, he d1sorlbed how he found /2 
the striking Afrieans sitting quietly in their oompounde. There / / 
was no disturbance and all was peaceful. t~'<o · 
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iJh:1~ the fi vo "3trike:r~ ... ,ere !rrc ~ted, the rom:•.ining T.worker:, dem"'.ln~tr · t •d 
2-irl c~~:]?i,lled the nolice ·to relo ~o the ,.rre ~ted. men, 

.. , ... 

Tho next d.-·,.:;r hB .found ,1.bout 1,500 ,,rorkcr"l c ·!mned on •.., r \11,/ .y 
0 --1b a,'l(mont t)ut~ide the co:npc,un1 on tho ~ '.Me mine. Ee ~ id they .~ook 
,.J:p · 'Wire ~entn~ 11d ho11St:!.le ~. tt:t.. tude, nd he ordered M.'-3 ~n to· enctrcle 

·:,hero. '''tk{P(..I •4t•"" w. ,q c .,, ·)lY(" ~· -· 
. I . --------·•-·-..~·· . •-·--.... _....,_ ·4-- . 

A,keii to 1.e~cr!be wh:1.t he r:19 ,nt by, '' thre-i.t·ening ."nd ho~t-ile", Stein 
. ) id 11 ~ -.me were r.;t ·-nding, ~ome ,-,.ere 1'itting, -~ome 'lilere ~tn~ing, ~ -me 

fJ :1cinl; ,.nd !30me w,,Yih.g ,gtick~" • · Un<ler cro~~:...ex --•.m..'tn ::,,tion, he ·.1mi ttcd 
:.h t ha c ".me to the concludon th t the ~trik0r'~ 1:7~ro ··thrext.ening wi thcut 
,~ '?Vi de:1c'e • 

. . 
No ·-.ttempt w.--,,~ nv.1.de qy the plrd.cc -or --:iybody ol,a to. •ddre4:31 t:10· 

1 ~ri!<:er'!3·. ar to nego·~ :i.. -,,te with t he"1• The fir$t ~roup_ of -police recrui. t1 
,-,h1) ,-;er.a ~t. ·. ~t? .~·,,ct ion turned: ·'-11 when the· n:·1.tive~. ret~i--- -.t.ed nd 
r n b·•.ck to the m.i:-~in body of police, 1ivho then opened n.re 1 The,Afric:n~ 
":.hen ~c •ttered, four -,.pp.1.rently betn~· tr .. !!lJ2led to" de .th, while one ~ub~queru;. 
ly -:J .. ed. of bullet wound~. About fifteen ~hotlS wore fired in 11. ( IT 

. · .... .:.TI'.IL1-.·.W.J1El\S.~EED THAT . TH~ -~~--f9~~-,~ .mt_.~ _SROOT!.HG 
:.: ____ , __ · _____ s_~J:O,j!_T;I~~~~-~r~~'7Jl,_?'~ ~:!:~n:G ~~- ·· · . :_ __ 
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.... G!vi~ ~e.~ide·:1ct:: . o·n. Mond tY ;·\ft.ern"JOll ·ind Tue~d '•Y mr;>ming, »etec"t: VE' 
Se r~ent B?Y, described two mee.th:~~ held by ·the· A:f'ric ~n Mine Wor1rer~4 
Uni ,: n .•t Newtown lhrket. Squ-re, .the one on M._1,y 19th .nd the other on 
J·•.1 -~u:=it 4th Both meet in~~ were -)rderly •nd pe .1.ceful, ·-nd it w •.':J hi~ 
oy.nion ,-.vh-=1.t the de.yidon$3 t,.,ken ·, t the .;,ot:ting were t _tken openl~r ·· lid 

. :-fr.ely ·'Tf:!.th,:ut· -l!lY :'1",tempt by the Union o~ficLl.l~ to diet ·,t.e t') tho cr.oud 
.···:1- t they ~ho·,ld do, On both occ ·· .,:i.on~ the ml')tion th,-1,t C3trike ction 
· 1}101..1.ld be t ken ~: 1 moved frt')m the flocr · rid :,ftar d.i~cu•StJion r.r ,.~ • 
c rr1~d un:•ni·~ t On ~ occ .·,~ion43 the ch ··.irn •n, J ~:&. M~k-s, ,1 .rned · 
~ min.er~ .n.ot to ~ to rt.ol..&ncet even when corrfront-04. "b~ ... t-he 1)9,.1..ic.e.. 

·1 'fhe c ·.~~ will be re,umed,_ on W~d.:cy-, ~:mber 18th -t. 9t30 .. ,m, ! 
to he -r fu:rt~er evidence i'f nece,~. ry, froM Mr. ~imebeer, :•nd ~11 then . 

·. prob .. ~bly b-: ·\djournad to Thur~d ~ September l9tn, :~.t 9 _.30 •, ,m,1,, ,~hen 
·. s.he titlfence Ct·,e will open~ · ·, . , 
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