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CONPIRACY CHARGE
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§now1ng the weaknesses of the e Talist press and its
endengy to distort.or suppress newe that is not in
accordance with ite polley, the Communist Party newspaper
"Inkululeke" has decided to bring out a special trial
bullentin when necessary, sc that the true facte brought
out in the trial at the Johannegburg Maglstrates Courts
of 52 persons in connection with the recent strike of
African mineworkers may become know to all,

On Monday, September 16th, the whole character of the case alter-
ed when the preparatory examination was converted into a summary
trial. The cas¢ against Moses Kotane, General Seeretary of the
Communist Party, Bréan Bunting, William Roberts, John Hertsles,
Wilhelmina Skikoena and G, Naiker was withdrawn, The remalning
accused pleaded guilty to a charge of assisting in the contlnua-
tion of the strike after August 12th.
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As eounsel fer the defenee, Advocate Shacksnovis X.Q,,
ointed out., this means That Eﬁere 18 no longer any SUEZEstion .
%haf t%e a§ousei consﬁireg; 1nc1§e% or 1n1§§a§e§ Ege s%ri%ei and *
erée 1s ne longer a charge under & otous Assem es Act, 8
h bel that a %reacﬁ of War M 105

only: charge being easure s

: Giving evidence on Monday, Lt. D. Botha, of the Johannesburg
C.I.D, produced documents taken in a search of the Johannesburg
fommunist Party offices, He sald he showed the decuments to
several members of the Jehannesburg District Committee, who told
him that the letter signed by dy Plessis whieh was written to
Kotane on May 28th, purporting to describe the strike plans, did
not cerregtly represent the declsions -and poliey of the Communiet
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The nex% witmess was Mr, Limebeer, séBretary of the Chamber of
Mines, who preduecd several letters sent to him by the African
Mine forlers Unign sinee May 6, The letters agquainted him with
the demands adop¥ed at a eonference of the African Mine Workers
Unlon for 10/« a day and better food. Further letters informed
the Chamber of the strike deeision taken by the workers and
appealed for las-t minute negotiattions to avold a dispute,

P MR. LIMEBEER SAID‘HE DID NOT REPLY TO THESE LETTERS AS IT

WAS THE POLICY OF THE CHAMBER OF MINES NOT ©0 HAVE ANYTHING TO DO

KIT$ETHE:MINE,WORKERS UNION, WHICH THEY HELD WAS NOT REPRESENT
TIVE.

Asked whether the Chamber had taken any sfeps to avoid trouble on the
mines, ne salq that Ne Knew Of Notning, although the Chamber nhad

had The Dossibility of disturbances under consideration Tor many
montne,
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The next witness was Detective Sergeant Steyn, of the Nigel C.I.D.
who told how the police has stopped the strike on the mines in his
area, At the Nigel mine on Auguet 12, he diseribed how he found
the striking Afriecans sitting quietly &n their compounds. There
was no disturbance and all was peaceful, 210
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Thon the five strikers -ere rre-ted, the rem: _gg__gg vt'arkers deminstr- t-4
nd compelled the police 0 rele sc the w.rres'ced. men,

The next d-y he found ~bout 1,500 workers c: moed on Y, rwilrr h'g
¢ b -mkment oub q*de the compound on the s 'me mine, He s id theéy took
up - %hre Yening nd hostile »nttitude, nd he ordered his men to encircle

“hemn, v
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Asked to describe whnt he me-nt by Bthre- atening ~nd hostile", Stein

. 3 14 "gyme were st-nding, some were witting, some were singing, s me

4 neing -nd gsome waving sticks", Under cross-ex-mination, he dmitted
‘h % he crme to the conclugion th & the strileors wire-threstening without
ny cv*de ca. 4

Yo ttempt wes made by the ploice or ~nybody else to -ddress the
sirikers or to negointe with then, The first sroup of police recruits
on were Y W5 cction twrndd €ail vhen the notives ret~li- .ted nd
r n bock to the muin body of p olice, who then opened fire, The Afric ns
then sc-ttered, £ our 2pp wrently being tr mpled to¥de th, while one subsequenfe
ly 7ied of bullet wounds. About fifteen shots WoTe f*red. , 00 I P o
ot WELL B JRE‘:E[’BERED THAT THE QFTMCIAL POLICE STATEENT QU.THE SEOOTING
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G*v,*.,ng ev*dmce on Mond y \ftern,on nd Tucsd. y mnraing, Petective
Se rgent Boy, described two meetinsh held by the lfﬂc*n Mine Worters#¢
Unisn 4 Newbtown M rket.Squ-'re, the one on M.y 19th nd the other on
- Juzust 4th, Both meetings were orderly -nd peaceful, -nd it w.s his
opinion “Hhot the decisions t-ken -t the me~ting were tken openly 'md
Sfr-ely Wiithout wny ~ttempt by the Union ~fficiale to dict-te t> the crowd
71t they sho»ld do, On both occ-sions the motion that strike -ction
‘should be t ken w 3 moved fram the flocr 'nd ~fter discussion wis

Loe orried un-nimoukky, On both occ .sions the ch-irmwm, J,B Mirks, w rned

Phe miners pot to resert to vielence, even vhen confronted by the palice,

The c'se will be resumed on Wednead.y, Sephembor 18th -t 9,30 .,m,
to he r further evidence if necess ry, from Mr, Limebeer, -nd will then
~probobly be ~djourned te Thursd y, Séeptember 19tn, at 9430 -,my, vhen
" 4he defence crse will open, ' ,
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