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I offer these over-rational words -  
and she may have been right not to want to 
listen to them.
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totally disconnected from the objective; the guidelines for aware and 
organized revolutionary action were isolated from the laws of the 

: class struggle and its development; military art from political
* science.

Nor did the preconditions for a successful war exist any more in 
political fact than in the ideological theorizing that reflected it. And 

, that for the very good reason that the balance of forces in Latin 
j America at that time was objectively anything but favourable to a 
' revolutionary offensive.

This hiatus between the objective conditions for a large-scale 
popular war and the actual launching of such a war was something 
that characterized not just that moment, but the kind of political 
plan to which that moment gave rise. That hiatus, the failure to 
combine the operation being undertaken with the conditions that 
would make it effective, was at the very core of Che’s enterprise. It 
was not a restriction or limitation imposed from outside; it was in a 
sense its mainspring and cause.

Let me explain what I mean.

Time and contradiction: Che in history

The impact o f the Cuban revolution, combined with the decline of 
the economic expansion of the fifties as a result of the cold war 
and what was called the ‘substitute industrialization* of imports, 
was the starting signal for an upsurge of the popular movement all 
over the continent. In that upsurge insurrectional and legal forms 
merged together in a great wave. The first caesura came in 1964; 
it was after that that the last legal (or tolerated) mass movements, 
and the more or less democratic regimes which they supported and 
which supported them, drew back, leaving the vanguards isolated, 
far ahead of the popular movement. In other words, that was the 
point at which a split occurred between the armed struggle and the 
mass struggle, which had hitherto been combined into a single 
movement -  a composite and unsteady movement, but firmly 
united. The year 1964 witnessed simultaneously the political failure 
of the Venezuelan guerrillas, the coup d 'eta t in Brazil, the coup d'etat 
in Bolivia, the encirclement and attack by the army on the self-
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