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MANDELA’S DEF

On November 8, Nelson Mandela, South Africa's “Black
Pimpernel,” was sent to prison for five years—three for
inciting people to strike and two for leaving the Republic
without permission, . . Mandela, the 44-year-old former
" lieutenant of Chief/Albert Lutuli, leader of the African
National Congress, turned the hearing into a political trial.
The accused became the accuser. Owing to the Sabotage
Act in South Africa.his.passionate defence was virtually

unreported. These extracts‘are from his main addres

N the course of this applica-
tion I am frequently going
to refer to the white man

and to white people. I want at
once to make it clear that I am
not a racialist and do not support
racialism of any kind, because to
me racialism is a barbaric thing
whether it comes from a black
man or from a white man.

I challenge the right of this
Court to hear. my case on two
grounds : —

Firstly, I challenge it on  the
ground that I will not be given a
fair and proper trial.

Secondly, I consider myself
neither morally nor legally obliged
to obey laws made by a Parliament
in which I am not represented.

In a political trial such as the
present one, which involves a clash
of the aspirations of the African
people and those of whites, the
country’s Courts, as presently con-
stituted, cannot be impartial and
fair. In such cases, whites are
interested - parties. A judiciary
controlled entirely by whites and
enforcing laws enacted by a white
Parliament in which we have no
representation—laws  which in
most cases are ‘passed in the face
of unanimous opposition from
Africans—cannot be regarded as
an’impartial tribunal in a political

~'trial . where an African stands as

an accused.

Surface rights

It is true that an African, who
is charged in a Court of Law, en-
joys on the surface the same rights
"and privileges as a white accused
in so far as the conduct of his trial
is concerned. He is governed by
the same rules of procedure and
evidence as apply "‘to a white
accused. But jt would be grossly
inaccurate to ‘conclude from this
fact that an African consequently
enjoys ‘equality before the law.

In its proper meaning equality
before the law means the right to
participate in- the making of the
laws by ‘whichione is governed;
a Constitution'‘which guarantees
democratic rights to.all sections of
the population| * the " right ' to
approach the'Court for protection
or relief for-theiviolation of rights
guaranteed in:isthe ' Constitution,
and the right totake part in' the
administration of justice as judges;
magistrates, attorneys-general, ‘law
advisers and similar positions, | * *
- The-white; ‘inan “makes " a]l
the laws; he. charges. us before
his Courts and accuses'' us,
and he sits in judgment over us.
The real purpose of this rigid
colour bar is to ensure that the
justice dispensed by the Courts
should conform to the policy of the
country, however much that policy
might be in conflict with the norms
of justice accepted in judiciaries
throughout the civilised world.

The existence of genuine demo-
cratic values amongst some of the
country’s whites in the judiciary,
however slender ‘they may be, is

welcomed by me. I hate racial dis- .

to the court. -

crimination most intensely and in

all its manifestations. I have fought
it all along my life. I fight it now,
and will do so until the end of my
days. Even although I'now happen
to be tried by one whose opinion
1 hold in high esteem, I detest most
violently the set-up that surrounds
me here. It makes me feel that [ am
a black man in a white man’s
Court. This should not be. I should
feel perfectly free, at ease and at
home with the assurance that I am
being tried by a fellow South
African who does not regard me as
inferior, entitled to a special type
of justice.

. We regard the struggle against
colour discrimination and for the
pursuit of freedom and happiness
as the highest aspiration of all
men. Through bitter experience, we
have learnt to regard the white
man as a harsh and merciless type
of human being whose contempt
for our rights, and whose utter in-
difference to the promotion of our
welfare, makes his assurances to
us absolutely meaningless and
hypocritical!

In order that the Court shall
understand the frame of mind
which leads me to action such as
this [to call for a national strike
on the day South Africa became a
Republic], it is necessary for me
to explain ‘the background to my
own political development and to
try to make this Court aware of
the factors that influenced me in
deciding to act as I did.

Many years ago, when 1 was a
boy brought up in my village in
the Transkei, 1 listened to the
elders of the tribe telling stories
about the good old days, before
the: arrival of the white men. 1
hoped and vowed then that, among
the treasures that life might offer
me, would be the opportunity to
serve my people and make my own
humble contribution to their free-
dom struggles.

Unity of all

When 1 reached adult stature, I
became a member of the ‘African '
National Congress. That was in
‘1944, ‘and I have followed " its
policy, supported it and believed
ia its aims and outlook for 18-
years. - Its policy was one which '
appealed to my deepest innev con-
victions. It sought for the unity
‘of all Africans, overriding ‘tribal '
differences . amongst

because of my membership and
support of the African National

Cong)’ess. In the Courts where we |
practised we were constantly aware

that no matter how well, how cor-
rectly, how adequately we pursued
our career of law, we could not
become a prosecutor, or a magi-
strate or a judge. We became

aware of the fact that as attorneys

we oftten dealt with officials whose
competence and attainments were
no higher than ours, but whose
superior position was maintained
and protected by a white skin.

Upholding dignity

I regarded it as a duty which I
owed, not just to my people, but
also to my profession, to cry out
against this discrimination which is
essentially unjust and opposed to
the whole basis of the attitude to-
wards justice which is part of the
tradition of legal training in this
country.. I believed that in taking
up a stand against this injustice I
was upholding the dignity of what
should be an honourable ,pro-
fession. 4

Your Worship, I would say that
the whole life of any thinking
African in this country drives him
continuously to a conflict peculiar
to this country. The law 4s it is
applied, the law as it has been
developed over a long period of
history, and especially the law as it
is ‘written and designed by the
Nationalist Government, is. a law
which, in our view, is immoral,
unjust and intolerable. Our con-
sciences dictate that we must pro-
test against it, that we must oppose
it and that we must attempt to alter

it,

Always we have been conscious
of our obligations as citizens. to

.avoid breaches of the law, where

such breaches can be avoided, to
prevent clash between the authori-
ties and our people, where such
clash can be prevented, but never-
theless we have been  driven to
speak up for what we. believe is:
right, and work for it and try to’
bring -about changes which will
satisfy our human conscience, =
‘. If I had my time over, I ' would
do the same again, so would an
an who dares call himsel

Weshave besn Ol

then‘t I
sought ‘the, acquisition_.of. plitical
‘power for Africans in the land of
their birth.  The African National !
Congress further believed that all
people, irrespective of the national
groups to which they may belong,
and irrespective of the colour of
their skins, all people whose home
is South Africa and who'believe in
the principles’ of derhocracy and
of equality of men, should be
treated as Africans; that all South
Africans are entitled to live a free
life on the basis of fullest equality
of the rights and opportunities in
every field, of full democratic
rights, with a direct say in the
affairs of the Government.

attitudes by history  whic
of our making.” "We have b
conditioned by 'the history of white

' Government “in  this ! country 'to-

accept the fact that Africans, when -
they make their demands strongly-
and powerfully enough for those
demands to have some chance of
success, will be met by force and
terror on the part of the Govern-
ment. This is not something we
have taught the African people,
this is something the African people
have learned from their own bitter
experience.

Government  violence can do
only one thing and that is to breed

ses

Right at the beginning of my
career as an attorney I encountered
difficulties imposed on me because
of the colour of my skin and
further difficulty surrounding me
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counter-violence. We have warned
repeatedly that the Government, by
resorting continually to violence,
will breed, in this country, counter-
violence amongst’ theiipeople, till
ultimately, if there is ro dawning
of sanity on the part.of the Gov-
ernment, ultimately thée'dispute be-
tween the Government' and 'my
people will ' finish: up' by 'being
settled in violence' an
‘Already there are’in
this country that people}my people,
Africans, are turning to deliberate
acts of violence and of force against
the Government, in r to per-
suade the Government,in the only
language which’ this' Government
shows, by its own behaviour, that
it understands. " 58

Striving for good
Elsewhere in, the world, a Court
would say: to me, “* Y
-have ‘made representations
‘Government,” #'This Court, 'I'am,
confident, will not say,so.i:Repre
_sentations have  been ‘made,
people who have. pne}cefore’m
{

nd. time! ggain

AT

3

to say nothing and’to do nothing.

If the Court says that, or believes -

it, I think it is mistaken and de-
ceiving itself.  Men are not capable
of doing nothing, of saying nothing,
of not reacting to injustice, of not
protesting against oppression,  of
not striving for the, good society
‘and the good life in the ways they
see it. Nor will they do so.in this
country.

Perhaps the Court will say that
despite our human rights to pro-
test, to object, to make ourselves
heard, we should stay within the
letter of the law. I would say,

o helieve,
e dircurdstances, .
- my people are condemnled for ever X
‘wondered that such'a man, having

i S §&‘

NELSdN-n’M DELA "ig‘:lriven td’s‘peak for what we t

sir, that it is the Government, its
administration of the law, which
brings the law into such contempt
and  disrepute that one is no
longer, concerned in this country
to stay within the letter of the law.
I will illustrate this from my own
experience. The Government has
used the process of law to handicap
me, in my personal- life, in my
career and in my political work in
a way which js calculated, in my
opinion, to bring a contempt for
the law. ¢ ) o b

I found myself trailed by officers
of the Security Branch of the police

force wherever I went. In short I~

found myself treated as a criminal,
an unconvicted criminal. I was not

~allowed to pick my company, to

frequent the company of men, to
participate in their political activi-
ties, to join their organisations. I

“was not free from constant police
1. suryeillance, any more than a con-

vict in one of our gaols is free from
surveillance. I was ‘made, by the
law, a' criminal, not' because of
had ' done, ‘but_ of what 1"

because ' of what I

R t y-wondes
that such conditions ‘make a. man
n outlaw: of society? " Can it be

been outlawed by the Government,
should be prepared to lead the life
of an outlaw, as I have led for
some months, according to the
evidence before this Court?

Sebaration

It has not been easy for me dur-
ing the past period to separate my-
self from my wife and children, to
say goodbye to the good old days.
when, at the end of a strenuous day
at an office, I could look forward to
joining my family at the dinner-

der-to*anybody:

Alarmed about

IR,—Both Sir William Hayter
S and Mr. Strachey castigate

the British public for being
alarmed about Cuba. According
to the latter it would have been
more  dignified to *‘assert our
solidarity ™ (with our ally) “and,
for the rest. 1o keep silence.”

Letters to
eth'e- Edl qr

‘a;nxrictics, sadness and problems of

, and the example of simple courage
* ‘she gave not only to us, but to those

Cuba

caring for her, and watching her
fighting to overcome her handicaps,
were far outweighed by the deep joy

whaq: knew her. She died recently.

voidh ’is not easy for parents to with-
tein e ‘ ¢ !
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Jelson Mandela, South Africa's “Black
ent to prison for five years—three for
strike and two for leaving the Republic
., Mandela, the 44-year-old former
if/ Albert Lutuli, leader of the African
, turned the hearing into a political trial.
ne'the accuser. Owing to the Sabotage
sa-his-passionate defence was virtually
> extracts’are from his main addresses"

to the court. .

crimination most intensely and ia
all its manifestations. I have fought
it all along my life. 1 fight it now,
and will do so until the end of my
days. Even although I'now happen
to be tried by one whose opinion
1 hold in high esteem, I detest most
violently the set-up that surrounds
me here. It makes me feel that [ am
a black man in a white man’s
Court. This should not be. I should
feel perfectly free, at ease and at
home with the assurance that I am
being tried by a fellow South
African who does not regard me as
inferior, entitled to a special type
of justice.

. We regard the struggle against
colour discrimination and for the
pursuit of freedom and happiness
as the highest aspiration of all
men. Through bitter experience, we
have learnt to regard the white
man as a harsh and merciless type
of human being whose contempt
for our rights, and whose utter in-
difference to the promotion of our
welfare, makes his assurances to
us absolutely meaningless and
hypocritical.

In order that the Court shall
understand. the frame of mind
which leads me to action such as
this [to call for a national strike
on the day South Africa became a
Republic], it is necessary for me
to explain the background to my
own political development and to
try to.make this Court aware of
the factors that influenced me in
deciding to act as I did.

Many years ago, when I was a
boy brougfitup in my village in
the Transkei, 1 listened to the
elders of the tribe telling stories
about the good old days, before
the: arrival of the white men. 1
hoped and vowed then that, among
the treasures that life might offer
me, would be the opportunity to
serve my people and make my own
humble contribution to their free-
dom struggles.

Unity of all

When 1 reached adult stature, I
became a member of the African
National Congress. That was in
<1944, -and I.-have followed - its
policy, supported it and believed
in its aims and -outlook for 18
years. - Its policy was one which
appealed to my deepest inner con-
victions.

diflerences amongst It

them.
sought ‘the ,acqui\iﬁon.,oﬁagiziiticnlw
“power for Africans in the land of !
their birth. The African National

Congress further believed that all

people, irrespective of the national

groups to which they may belong,
and irrespective of the colour of
their skins, all people whose home
is South Africa and who believe in
the principles’ of democracy and
of equality of men, should be
treated as Africans; that all South
Africans are entitled to live a free
life on the basis of fullest equality
of the rights and opportunities in
every field, of full democratic
rights, with a direct say in the
affairs of the Government.

It sought for the unity
of all Africans, overriding tribal «

Right at the beginning of my
career as an attorney I encountered
difficulties imposed on me because
of the colour of my skin and
further difficulty surrounding me
because of my membership and
support of the African National
Congress. In the Courts where we
practised we were constantly aware
that no matter how well, how cor-
rectly, how adequately we pursued
our career of law, we could not
become a prosecutor, or a magi-
strate or a judge. We became
aware of the fact that as attorneys
we often dealt with officials whose
competence and attainments were
no higher than ours, but whose
superior position was maintained
and -protected by a white skin.

Upholding dignity

I regarded it as a duty which I
owed, not just to my people, but
also to my profession, to cry out
against this discrimination which is

essentially unjust and opposed to '

the whole basis of the attitude to-
wards justice which is part of the
tradition of legal training in this
country.. I believed that in taking
up a stand against this injustice I
was upholding the dignity of what
should be an honourable pro-
fession.

Your Worship, I would say that
the whole life of any thinking
African in this country drives him
continuously to a conflict peculiar
to this country. The law as it is
applied, the law as it has been
developed over a long period of
history, and especially the law as it
is ‘written and designed by the
Nationalist Government, is a law
which, in our view, is immoral,
unjust and intolerable. Qur con-
sciences dictate that we must pro-
test against it, that we must oppose
gt and that we must attempt to alter
it. '

Always we have been conscious
of our obligations as citizens to
avoid breaches of the law, where

such breaches can be avoided, to -

prevent clash between the authori-
ties and our people, where such
clash can be prevented, but never-
theless we have been driven to

speak up for what we believe is:
right, and work for it and try to’

bring about changes which will
satisfy our human conscience,

If I had my time over I would:
do the same again, so would any’
'man who dares call himself a man,

We:havebeen coiidiiivued to our

attitudes. by -history ‘which. is . not’

of our making."  We" have been

conditioned by the history of white '

Government : in  this country to

accept the fact that Africans, when .

they make their demands strongly
and powerfully enough for those
demands to have some chance of
success, will be met by force and
terror on the part of the Govern-
ment. This is not something we
have taught the African people,
this is something the African people
have learned from their own bitter
experience.

Government violence can do
only one thing and that is to breed

: confident, will not:say.
_sentations have i been

r
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counter-violence. We have warned
repeatedly that the Government, by
resorting continually ‘ta' violence,
will breed, in this country, counter-
violence amongst' theipeople, till
ultimately, if there is 10" dawning
of sanity on the part. OJ the Gov-
ernment, ultimately the'dispute be-
tween the Government and’my
people will finish' up® by 'being

settled in violence and by force.

Already there’ areindications " in

this country that people;my people,

Africans, are turning to deliberate
acts of violence and of force against
the Government, in order to per-
suade the Government, in the only
language which' this" Government
shows, by its own behaviour, that
it understands. i

Elsewhere in the Wc;fld, a Court

‘have. made representations’ to’ th
Government,”  This , ' I'am

&ay' A ances,

my people are condemned for ever

| to say nothing and 'to do nothing.
-If the Court says that, or: believes

it, I*think it ismistaken'and de-
ceivingritself. Men are not capable
of doing nothing, of saying nothing,
of ngt reacting to injustice, of not
profésting “against ~oppression, of
not“striving for the good .society
‘and the good life in"the ways they
see itv Nor will they do so. in this

country. O

Perhaps the Court will say that
despite our human rights to pro-
test, to object, to make ourselves
heard, we should stay within the
letter of the law. I would say,

You  should:

' an unconvicted criminal.

sir, that it is the Government, its
administration of the law, which
brings the law into such contempt
and disrepute that one is no
longer . concerned in this country
to stay within the letter of the law.
I will illustrate this from my own
experience. The Government has
used the process of law to handicap
me, in my personal- life, in my
career and in my political work in
a way which is calculated, in my
opinion, to bring a contempt for
the law. -/ y .

I found myself trailed by officers
of the Security Branch of the police
force wherever I went. In short I
found myself treated as a criminal,
I was not

" allowed to pick my company, to

frequent the company of. men, to

S’tl’iviné'.:ff‘o’r'ugooda,_

participate in their political activi-
ties, to join their organisations. I

~was not free from constant police

suryeillance: any more than a con-
ict in'one of our gaols is free from
urveillance. 1 was made, by the
law, ‘a' criminal, not because of
what I'had done, but of what I
tood @ for,” because of what” I
thought,’d of my conscience

an outlaw of society? Can it be

 wondered that such a man, having

_been outlawed by the Government,

should be prepared to lead the life
of an outlaw, as I have led for
some months, according to the
evidence before this Court?

Separation

It has not been easy for me dur-
ing the past period to separate my-
self from my wife and children, to
say goodbye to the good old days
when, at the end of a strenuous day
at an office, I could look forward to
joining my family at the dinner-

Can it -be-any-wonder-to-anybody "
.that such' conditions 'make a man

Alarmed abqﬂut

and Mr. Strachey castigate

the British public for being
alarmed ‘about Cuba. According
to the latter it would have been
more dignified to ‘ assert our
solidarity ” (with our ally) *“and,
for the rest, to kéep silence.”

SIR,——BOLIJ Sir William Hayter

‘Letters to ‘

Cuba

‘anxieties, sadness and problems of

caring for her, and watching her
fighting to overcome her handicaps,
were far outweighed by the deep joy

and the example of simple courage

- she gave not only to us, but to those

whao, knew her. She died recently.
It is not easy for parents to with-
stand the pressore pnt upon them (o

S,
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DELA * driven to sbeak for what we believe is right .. ."

table, and instead to take up the life
of a man hunted continuously by
the police, living separated from
those who are closest to me, in my
own country, facing continually the
hazards of detection and of arrest.
This has been a life infinitely more
difficult than serving a prison sen-
tence.. No man in his right senses
would voluntarily choose such a
life in preference to the one of nor-
mal, family, social life which exists
in every civilised community.

Police persecution

But there comes a time, as it
came in my life, when a man is
denied the right to live a normal
life, when he can live only the life
of an outlaw because the Govern-
ment has so decreed to use the law
to impose a state of outlawry upon
him. I was driven to this situation,
and I do not regret having taken
the decisions that I did take. Other
people will be driven in. the.same
way in this country, by this same
very force of police persecution and
of * administrative action by the
Government, to follow. my, course,
ofthat T'am Certain, ™" % |
- I'must place on record my belief
that I have been only one in 2 large
army of people; to all of whom the
credit for any success of achieve-
ment' is ‘due. Advance and pro-
gress is not the result of my work
alone, but of the collective work
of my colleagues and I, both here
and abroad.

I do not believe, Your Worship,
that this Court, in inflicting
penalties, will deter men from the
course that they believe is right. |
History shows that penalties do not |
deter men when their conscience is
aroused, nor will they- deter my |
people or the colleagues with whom
I have worked before.

I am prepared to pay the penalty
even though I know how bitter and
desperate is the situation of an
African in the prisons of this
country. I have been in these
prisons and I know how gross is
the discrimination, even behind the
prison walls, against Africans, how
much worse is the condition of the ;
treatment meted out to African |
prisoners than that accorded to !
whites. More powerful than my
fear of the dreadful conditions to |
which 1 might be subjected in
prison is my hatred for the dread-




TTYYRY wwad anpueneed me i
deciding (o act as [ did.

Many years ago, when I was a
boy brought up in my village in
the Transkei, 1 listened to the
elders of the tribe telling stories
about the good old days, before
the arrival of the white men. I
hoped and vowed then that, among
the treasures that life might offer
me, would be the opportunity to
Serve my people and make my own
humble contribution to thejr free-
dom struggles,

Unity of all |

When 1 reached adult stature, I
became a member of the African
National Congress. That was in
1944, -and  I.- have followed - its
policy, supported it and believed
in its aims and outlook for 18
years. - Its policy was one which
appealed to my deepest inner con-
victions. - It sought for the unity |
of all Africans, overriding ‘tribal -
differences - amongst - theny, - It
sought ‘the  acquisition,.of

power for' Africans in the land oféd

their birth.  The African National
Congress further believed that all
people, irrespective of the national
sroups to which they may belong,
wnd irrespective of the colour of
heir skins, all people whose home
s South Africa and who believe in
he principles- of democracy and
f equality of men, should be
reated as Africans; that all South
\fricans are entitled to live a free
fe on the basis of fullest equality
f the rights and opportunities in
very field, of full democratic
ights, ‘with a direct say in the
ffairs of the Government,

itical-~« Wehave been coliditioned to ouy

Loaunuously to a
to this country. The law as it is
applied, the law as it has been
developed over a long period of
history, and especially the law as jt
Is “written and designed by the
Nationalist Government, js a law
which, in our view, is immoral,
unjust and intolerable, Our con-
Sciences dictate that we must pro-
test against it, that we must oppose
it and that we must attempt to alter
1it. '

conflict peculiar

Always we have been oonscious
of our obligations as citizens to
avoid breaches of the law, where
such breaches can be avoided, to
prevent clash between the authori-
ties and our people, where such
clash can be prevented, but never-
theless we have been driven to
speak
right, and work for jt and’try to
bring about changes which “will
satisfy our human conscience, <

If I had my time over. T would
do the same again,
man who dares call himself a map,

attitudes by history ‘which' is not
of our making, ;
conditioned by the history of white
Government ‘in  this country to
accept the fact that
they make their demands strongly
and powerfully enough for those
demands to have some chance of
success, will be met by force and
terror on the part of the Govern-
ment. This is not something we
have taught the African people,
this is something the African people
have learned from their own bitter
experience.

Government violence can do
only one thing and that is 1o breed

up for what we: believe is-

150 would any.

We have been -

Africans, when .

violence amongst the people, till
ultimately, if there is no dawning
of sanity on the part of the Gov-
ernment, ultimately the ‘dispute be-
tween the Government and my
people will finish "up; by being
settled in violence and |
‘Already there arelindications’ in
this country that people,'my people,
Africans, are turning to deliberate
acts of violence and of force against
the Government, in order to per-
suade the Government, in'the only
language which " this Government
shows, by
it understands.

Elsewhere in the world, a Court
would say to me,  You should
have made representations to. the
Government.” /' This' Court, I 'am
confident, will not say.,
. sentations - have
. people wh

for ever
to say nothing and to do nothing,
If the Court'says that, or. believes
it, I'think it is mistaken and de-
ceiving itself. Men are not capable
of doing nothing, of saying nothing,
of not reacting to injustice, of not
protesting against oppression,  of
not striving for the good society
and the good life in the ways they
see it. Nor will they do so in this
country.

Perhaps the Court will say that
despite our human rights to pro-
test, to object, to make ourselves
heard, we should stay within the
letter of the law. I would say,

by force.

its own behaviour, that

%beb:u;,b.camit‘abmny‘md
stances, . that such conditions ‘make a man

PEE—— tiat OHEe 1S nO
longer concerned in this country
to stay within the letter of the law.
I will illustrate this from my own
experience, The Government has
used the process of law to handicap
me, in my personal life, in my
career and in my political work in
a way which is calculated, in my
opinion, to bring a contempt for
the law, - :

I found myself trailed by officers
of the Security Branch of the police
force wherever I went. In short 1
found myself treated as a criminal,

an unconvicted criminal. I was not

i / allowed to pick my company, to
iy F N .o+ frequent the company of men, to

Stnvmg\fo_r good

participate in _their political activi-
: ties, to join their organisations. I
:was not free from constant police
urveillance, any more than a con-
vict in one of our gaols is free from
surveillance. I was made, by the
law,  a' criminal, not because of
what I' had done, but of what I
stood © for, 'because of what I
thought, 'because of my conscience,

~an‘outlaw of society? - Can it be
wondered that such a man, having
been outlawed by the Government,
should be prepared to lead the life
of an outlaw, as I have led for
some  months, according to the
evidence before this Court?

‘Separation

It has not been easy for me dur-
ing the past period to separate my-
self from my wife and children, to
say goodbye to the good old days
when, at the end of a strenuous day
at an office, I could look forward to
joining my family at the dinner-

er-to“anybody

ver Africa
FARTHEST-REACHING NETWORK

ny point in this vast continent can
ly, easily reached by air from
vith one of these four major
rlines, together forming a closely
n network of routes,

aircraft, including Boeings,
nd Caravelles, regularly serve
) destinations in North, West,
iast and South Africa, and in
ar and the Indian Ocean.
Ir travel agent for further details,
t Air France, 158 New Bond
1. Tel. GRO 9030.
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“policy,

Alarmed

IR,—Both Sir William Hayter -

S and Mr. Strachey castigate

the British public for being
alarmed about Cuba, According
to the latter it would have been
more  dignified to *assert our
solidarity ” (with our ally) “and,
for the rest, to keep silence.”

Solidarity, even if our ally had
invaded Cuba, as was being urged
(Mr. Strachey admits) by very power-
ful pressures? Clearly this could
have led to a nuclear war; and we
were even told that American generals
were calling for the use of nuclear
weapons against Cuba. . Who could
be so sure that President Kennedy
would resist them, or that Mr.
Khrushchev would resist equal pres-
sure against him not to withdraw ?

It seems to me reasonable that
people (and politicians) in this
country, all the more because we were
so powerless, should have made their
desperate protest against the appar-
ently imminent prospect of ‘' annihila-
tion without representation.”"

Berkhamsted, Oliver Coburn

Neutralists

Sir,—Mr. Strachey's jibe at neutra-

that neutrality implies non-violence,
Neither Mr. Nehru nor any other
neutralist Jeader has ever believed in
non-violence as an instrument of State
Neutrality is essentially a
means of pursuing an independent
foreign policy, and if the people of
India have the will, their present diffi-
culties should not deter them from
continuing their non-alignment,
-What in fact the Indo-Chinese con-
flict has_proved is the fallacy of the
assumption, usually 'made by people
of Mr. Strachey’s way of thinking,
that India and Yugoslavia are pro-
tected by the * balance of terror.”
E.C4, A. M. Abraham

" Miss Bell's book

Sir,—Mr. John Strachey in" his
article last Sunday mentioned a re-
view by Mr." A. J. P. Taylor of “a
book by a Miss Bell from which, he
tells us, * a wise American would draw S
the moral that the United States
should get rid of nuclear weapons in
their own interests ' Mr. Strachey
then says that he “cannot help
imagining Mr. Taylor and Miss Bell
calling at the White House in order
to explain to President Kennedy that

lists arises from the common notion |

‘about

Lo

: 14
the possession of nuclear’ wi
had been a terrible handicap; to.
in his recent argaining . wit M

Khrushchev.” 4
The book in question, Negotiation
from Strength ” (Chatto and Windus),
by Miss Coral Bell, of the University
of Sydney, is a distinguished and
scholarly study of recent American
foreign
view of it
(October 26, 1962) was a
misrepresentation.
subtle one which I
to summarise.

grotesque
Its theme is a
shall not attempt
5 But it may safely be
said that nothing in the book sug-
gests that Miss Bell would wish to
accompany Mr, Taylor on such: a
journey, . i

London School of
Economics, W.C.2.

Condemned to live

Sir,—After the acquittal by a

- Hedley Buﬁl i

Belgian jury of Mrs. Coipel-Vande-

put, has not the time come for giving
the parents of a gravely deformed
baby a legal right to decide its future?

Has enough consideration been
given to how such a child will, feel
in later years, as distinct from what -
it ought to feel (in other people’s’
estimation)?  Will it be grateful ‘to.
society for having condemned it to
live? } g o
If no human being’ has the right
to say to another, “ You must die,”
has anyone the right to say “You,

must *live "—whatever 'the suffering | OTHER LETTERS :

entailed?
(Mrs.) Pamela Walton

\ T i
A child’s place
Sir,~As the mother of a mentally
handicapped little girl I would - be
grateful if you could publish.a point
of view that I have seldom seen
expressed, o8
We are parents who were blessed
in being able to keep our daughter
in the midst of her family. She was -
very seveulg‘hmd.i
-

-

policy; and Mr, Taylor's re- '
in the New Statesman

. coping with these

andicapped. But the

Cuba

‘anxieties, sadness and problems of
caring” for her, and watching her
fighting to overcome her handicaps,
were far outweighed by the deep joy

. ‘and 'the example of simple courage
"t she gave not only to us, but to those

who, knew her. She died recently.

viziAt is not easy for parents to with-
pressure put upon them to
h children only as a prob-

ilemror a tragedy. Not long ago a

4 r{s,hfamous and humane child specialist

told me that my child would never
make a useful citizen and that [ must
not sacrifice to her my life and that
of my husband. Meroifully we always
knew her place was with us in her
own home, as is the place of any
young child, to give us the rare quali-
ties 'she had to offer and to receive
our love and efforts of help.

If only more parents could be given
the encouragement, and where neces.
sary - the practical assistance, for
situations, then, if

the time came when it was better for
. the child to go to a home or, as in our
case, to die, at least the child would
have had what is every child’s birth-
right, and the parents would have
received something of that which

their child was put into the world to
give. | '
Dorset, Susan Williams

Deaf and blind

Sir,—In my last Sunday’s letter
about deaf/blind children (victims of
the ‘mother having caught rubella
“during pregnancy), I criticised the
paucity of help from official sources.
I omitted to say, and would like
now to.add, that two voluntary bodies,
the Royal National Institute for the
Blind and the Royal National Insti-
tute for the Deaf, have given much
help and support to the small group
' (the Rubella Group) of parents of
these children. ’

E4. G. M. Williams
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m

=

those who are closest to me, in my
own country, facing continually the
hazards of detection and of arrest.
This has been a life infinitely more
difficult than serving a prison sen-
tence. No man in his right senses
would voluntarily choose such a
life in preference to the one of nor:,
mal, family, social life which exists
in every civilised community.

Police persecution -

But there comes a time, as it
came in my life, when a man is
denied the Tright to live a normal
life, when he can live only the life
of an outlaw because the Govern-
ment has so decreed to use the law
to impose a state of outlawry upon
him, I was driven to this situation,
and I do not regret having taken
the decisions that I did take. Other
people will be driven in. the. same

- way in this country, by this same

very force of police persecution and
of administrative action by - the
Government, to follow_ my_course,
‘of that T'am certain. =~ 5,

I must place on record my belief
that I have been only one in'a large
army of people, to all of whom the
credit for any success of achieve-
ment is due. Advance and pro-
gress is not the result of my work )
alone, but of the collective work |
of my colleagues and I, both here
and abroad.

I do not believe, Your Worship,
that this Court, in inflicting '
penalties, will deter men from the
course that they believe is right. |
History shows that penalties do not |
deter men when their conscience is |
aroused, nor will they deter my |
people or the colleagues with whom |
I have worked before. :

Tam prepared to pay the penalty
even though I know how bitter and
desperate is the situation of an
African in the prisons of this
country. I have been in these
prisons and I know how gross is|
the discrimination, even behind the
prison walls, against Africans, how
much worse is the condition of the '
treatment meted out to - African |
prisoners than that accorded to
whites. More powerful than my
fear of the dreadful conditions to 1
which I might be subjected in
prison is my hatred for the dread-
ful conditions to which my people
are  subjected outside prison
throughout this country.

Racial arrogance

Eden in the
thirties

'PAGE 24

Profile: Nabokov

_when I come out from

PAGE 13 )

I hate the practice of race dis- |
crimination, and in doing so, in my ;
hatred, I am sustained by the fact*
that the overwhelming majority of ;
mankind hates it equally. I hate -
the  systematic incpleation  of |
children with colour prejudice and
I am sustained in that hatred by
the fact that the overwhelming
majority of mankind, here and
abroad, are with me in that. I hate |
the racial arrogance which decrees
that the good things of life shall
be retained as the exclusive right
of a minority of the" population,
and which reduces the majority of
the population to a subservience
and infericrity, and maintains them
as voteless chattels to work where
they are told and behave as they
are told by the ruling minority,

Nothing that- this Court can do
to me will change in any way that
hatred in me, which can only be
removed by the removal of the in.
justice and the inhumanity which
I have sought to remove from the
political, social and economic life
of this country.

Whatever sentence Your Worship
sees fit to impose upon me for the
crime for which 1 have been con-
victed before this-Court, may it rest
assured that when my sentence has
been completed I wil] still be
moved, as men are always moved,
by their consciences; I will still be
moved to dislike of the race dis-
crimination against my people
serving my
sentence, to take up again, as best
I can, the struggle for the removal
of those injustices until they are
finally abolished once and for all.




FIVE-YEAR TERM
FOR MANDELA

Pre tgria sen t?}{f,ﬁ,

By our Legal Correspondent

[Lately in Pretoria]

Nelson Mandela, the African
lawyer and former leader of the
now banned African National
Congress, has been sentenced in
Pretoria to five years’ imprisonment
by the regional magistrate, Mr A.
van Halsdingem.

Mandela was convicted of inciting
African workers to come out on
general strike for three days in May,
11961, in protest against the Act making
| South Africa_ a republic outside the|
' Commonwealth ; for this offence he
ireceived three years’ imprisonment.
| The second offence, for which he was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment.
was for having departed from South
Africa to a territory other than one of
the High Commission territories—in
this case to, attend the conference of
independent Africa States at Addis
Ababa in February—without a valid
i travel document.
~ The findings of the magistrate, which
were reserved from October 25, were
never really in doubt. Mandela,
throughout the trial lasting four days,
never contested the State’s evidence
which clearly disclosed that he was the
guiding light behind the organisation
for the general strike.

Effective line

Instead Mandela pursued the line
which most politicians engaged in a
non-violent campaign of defiance
against unpalatable and immoral laws
nowadays adopt. He extracted testi-
monies from several of the 59 witnesses
{ for the ~prosecution demonstrating
the discriminations of apartheid under

which Africans suffer. So successful
was this line of cross-examination—
which contended that what Mandela did
was the only reasonable thing for a
politician in his position to do—
that the prosecution reverted to re-
examining these witnesses thereby
seeking to justify the South African
Government’s policy.

The one startling revelation of the
case was the evidence which came to
light about the effectiveness of the
strike called by Mandela. An official of
PUTCO (Public Utility Transport Cor-
poration) testified that on the days of
the strike on four major bus routes
running from the African townships
into Johannesburg no less than 107,000
people stayed away from work. The
estimate is that 60 to 65 per cent of
Africans responded with a strike call—!
a striking fact in view of the Govern-
ment information announced publicly
' at the time that the strike had been
"almost a total failure.
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