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Dear Matt

Greetings from a sunny state of emergency 1 I am writing to bri ig \ou up to date on 

our work. We are all doing well. There has not been any state action against us for 

some weeks now, and while the situation has far from returned to normality there does 

seem to be a more relaxed attitude in ECC circles around the country. The Eastern Cape 

and Jo'burg are experiencing both the greatesfrepression and threat of further action. 

Such action up till now has included detentions, many raids on members homes and places 

of work, as well as assorted harrasment such as the petrol bombing of Steve Lowry's 

house. Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Stellenbosch, Cape Town and Pretoria are experiencing 
conditions in which one might think that there were no emergency.

Most of our detainees have been released. They are Karen Thornefrom Grahamstown, Mike 

Loewe and Sandy Stewart of Port Elizabeth. Mike and Sandy have been issued with emer

gency banning orders which effectively bar them from participating in political activi

ties. Despite this they are all well and raring to carry on work. You should have been 

informed by CIIR of Janet Cherry's detention. I asked them to pass on the news to you. 

Janet, the chair of the Port Elizabeth ECC was detained in Cape Town where she had been 

in hiding for about a month. Janet has faced extensive repression in the past having 
been detained 4 times in PE, suffering numerous raids, and acts of intimidation. Earlier 

this year she was wrongfully arrested on a charge of possesing an illegal drug. Her 

car has twice been fire-bombed. We feared greatly for her safety as a result. Soon 

after being taken in she was moved from Cape Town to Port Elizabeth. We have fortunately 

received good news about her and that is that she has been taken out of solitary con

finement and placed with two white women detainees viz. Anne Burroughs and Louise Vale. 

The other ECC members still in detention are Melissa de Villiers, Bridget Hilton-Barber, 

and Roelien Theron in Grahamstown; Dominic Souchon and Philip Wilkinson in Port Eliza
beth; and Ian McKenzie in Cape Town.

We have approached the French Embassy for assistance and pressure in Janet's case. They 

gave us a sympathetic hearing due to Janet's ECC work in France earlier this year. Re

garding Dominic's threatened deportation (he has been under threat of deportation since 

July 7 when a deportation order was issued against him) we have heard that his Mauritian 

passport has expired and the Mauritian's are not intending to issue him with a new one. 
This effectively jams up the works for the South African authorities. This should pro

vide the time and pressure to remove his deportation order.

We are at the moment in between intensive periods of public work. We held a succesful 

meeting in Cape Town entitled ECC speaks which was attended by between 7 and 800 people. 

While this figure is below the three to four thousand figure "that Cape Town people have 

become accustomed to, it was good considering the fact that the white South African publii 

have been very frightened by the state of emergency and as a result can not be relied 

on to come forward in large numbers. The meeting formed part of our national "Right 

to Speak" campaign which is a counter to the emergency regulations' silencing of us.

As part of this campaign we have participated in joint public meetings with other organ
isations on the theme of the "right to know". We have put forward ECC's point of view 

in such meetings in Johannesburg, Pietermaritzburg and Durban. In these centres as 
well as in Grahamstown, Stellenbosch and Cape Town we have distributed large numbers of 

media. I have included examples. We have also had an ad placed in papers around the 

country which is a statement endorsed by a number of prominent individuals. We are 

also shortly to be running a campaign in Jo'burg with a dual focus: firstly we will be 

calling for the right to speak; and in the second place we will be protesting at the 

troop presence in the townships and in the schools there. We will be producing a lot
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of media, be using symbolic yellow ribbons to make the call for "Troops Out" capture 

the public imagination, and we will be culminating with a public meeting. This meeting 

is being seen as atesting of the legal ground on which we operate. It is going to be 

a calculated risk to hold the meeting, but this is worth the potential gains we will be 
making if it goes off without incident.

People in Durban are looking at a focus with the theme of "Is the war worth the cost of 

fighting it". Practical ideas around this theme are still being considered. Also in 

Durban there is a new issue of "At Ease" about to start rolling off the presses. We 

are also planning a dinner in Durban for October 19 to celebrate three years of our 

existence. We expect about 250 of our close supporters to attend and we intend having 

a speaker.

Perhaps one of the most exciting aspects of our work at present is the growth and con

solidation of our branch in Pretoria. As you know Pretoria is the heartland of the 

white South African war machine. Any development of white resistance to apartheid and 

militarization is thus a very exciting development inthe city. We are very pleased that 

the ECC group there is pulling together very well, and after only a few months of being 

in existence is planning a public campaign around the right to speak theme.

Earlier in the emergency we were considering taking the state to court to contest the 

emergency regulation that restrict our work. We were also in the process of bringing 

an action against the Aida Parker Newsletter in the Media Council as a result of a 12 

page smear that she published about us in May. At that stage we were busy with pres

enting our argument to the Media Council as to why we felt the APN should fall under 

the jurisdiction of that body. This followed Aida Parker refusing to subscribe herself 

to its authority claiming that only registered newspapers were obliged to do so. It 

has since tranpired that Aida Parker by doing this had in fact lied to the council as 

it has been discovered that her publication is a registered newspaper. This has meant 

that the case is going ahead on October 6 in Cape Town. Our lawyer is very confident 

of our succeeding in the case. We have decided to conclude this case before bringing 

any further action against the state.

By taking Aida Parker on in this way we are in effect taking the state on as regards 

the arguments it uses against ECC. In a recent application for the release of detainees 

(including two ECC members) the security police pointed to the arguments in the Aida 

Parker Newsletter as the basis for detaining ECC members. A number of right-wing 

publications with close links to the state have quoted from the newsletter. Our case 

against Aida Parker is thus more than a simple matter between us and her. It assumes 

the proportions of an ideological challenge against the state. If we win, which we are 

confident of doing, it will mean that we are setting back the state's attack on us in 
a significant way. We thus stand to gain agreat deal from this action. As a result 

we also intend to have a big media drive around the hearing.

As well as the campaign and ongoing work of ECC at the moment we are also looking at 

the future of the campaign. With our seeing the emergency, or conditions akin to an 
emergency, lasting for a very long time we feel the need to very carefully asses where 

we are going.

An important point of direction is that we hope to motivate our member organisations to 

take much more responsibility for the campign and the issue of the military in South 
African society. In this sense we are very fortunate that one of our key member organ

isations, COSG (Conscientious Objectors' Support Group), is still going strong. It is 

running advice bureaus for conscripts as well as establishing an association of all those 
at present engaged in alternative service. This past weekend saw COSG hold its 7th 

annual conference which was very succesful with much useful practical discussion about 
counselling and CO support.

At the conference I met Rob Goldmen who sends his fondest regards.

The UDF is interested in t e ^  spring tour, but would need to know more details about it 

before committing itself to sending people. They would like to know the exact position 

as regards the hosting of the tour, which groups would be included in the itinerary etc. 
Would it be possible for you to send more details?



I have enclosed an outline and proposal of the book we are writing for CIIR. The 

manuscript would be the same one we would be submitting to New Society Publishers. Could 
you please forward it to them for us.

I will shortly be sending out another letter for widespread international distribution. 

CIIR are at present atking responsibility for the distribution for us. They are however 

under heavy oressure of work and it has not been possible for them to distribute to 

everyone on our mailing list. Would WRL be in a position to distribute to the North 

American organisations on our list? If so could you communicate with the CIIR people 

in London about how to do this. At present I send them a package of things for distrib

ution. Perhaps they can pass on to you those that are intended for North America. The 

reason for this cumbersome process is that we feel that to send the packages from South 

Africa would lead to them not reaching their destinations due to the authorities here 
intercepting them.

A final note is that Justin Hardcastle, a leading member of ECC in Cape Town, is shortly 
to leave for London where he is to study for a few years. For the first month or two 

of his visit he will be a formal ECC rep in the UK and will be doing public work for us. 

If you would like to get hold of him for anything you can do so through the CIIR from 
October 1.

Greetings from Gavin, Laurie and Pete. They are all doing very well despite their altered 
appearances and current status of being in hiding.

Go w e l 1

Love
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Tel: 3 3 7 -6 7 9 6  
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Hello and welcome,

This is just another of those packages. Enclosed please find:

1) Memo from Bell, Dewar and Hall on the state of the Emergency Regulations

3) An interview with Magnus Malan from the latest Die Suid Afrikaan containing a 

bitter attack on us. Pretoria people want to workshop and write a response. Is 
that OK with you?

4) An interview with Zwelakhe Sisulu which contains some rather pleasant references 
to ECC.

5) A copy of an extract from Dove Tail from Pax Christi in the US

6) A copy of our press release re the Media Council hearing

7) My love

8) a statement in which I implore you to go and keep well

2) A compilation of press clips on the first three months of the emergency

OK Bye
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Room 227

Khotso House

42 De Villiers Street

Johannesburg

15 October 1986

Dear Sir

On behalf of Johannesburg ECC I would like to thank you for 

your most generous donation. It will be well used.

It is encouraging to know that there are those committed to 

supporting the work of organisations such as ECC and our work 

towards a just and secure future for all South Africans.

I have enclosed some ECC publications and will place you on 

our mailing list for future publications.

Once a&in thank you for your support.

Yours Sincerely

Adele Kirsten (ECC Executive)
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Room 227 

Khotso House 

42 De Villiers St 

Johannesburg 

15 October 1986.

Dear Friends

^ E n c l o s e d  please find a copy of the latest ECC Focus.. I have 

also enlcosed some other regional and national publications 

which may be of interest to you.

We appreciate your support of our work here in South Africa 

and would value your continued interest. It would also be 

interesting to hear how your own community is organising 

around South African issues, particularly in the whole area 

of militarisation.

We hope that you will find the enclosed materials useful and 

thank you again for your interest.

In Peace with Justice

A K u s W v - - _______^

Ad'ele Kirsten (Johannesburg ECC Executive)
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRESSCLIPS 

36 Woods i de Road 
Tamboersk 1 oo-f 

Cape Town 

8001

5 Nov ember 1986

David Shandler 

End Conscription Campaign 

227/9 Khotso House 

42 De Villiers Str 
JOHANNESBURG

Dear Subscriber

This is a reminder that your subscription to South African Pressclips 

expired at the end of May 1986.

The rates are as -follows:

South Africa R 11,20 per month

Other countries in Africa R16,00
U.S.A. R 2 5 ,00

Europe and U.K. R20,00

If you are interested in renewing your subscription, please let us know 

soon as possible. In view of some unfortunate experiences in the past, 

Pressclips will on 1y be mailed on receipt of p a y m e n t .

Enclosed also find an invoice for your subscription.

Yours sincerely

MRS DM SCHMIDT
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ov. 6, 1986 ( 2 ) '

earest Laurie*

. long and warm (but rwt q u i t e  h o t , if you k n o w  w h a t  I mean) Fall 
s turning into Winter# q u i c k l y  now reminding us that 1987 will be 
i fast-paced year, that the 'BO's are turning into the ' 9 0 's 

\t an la alarming rate.

’age 3 of the N.Y. Times reports: "Leaving South Africa Increasingly 
vlone With It's Troubles" in re: IBM t GM, and I c annot help but shift 
quickly to business - my frined, confidant, d e a r  Laurie.

rust spoke to Ivan Toms, he'll pass the m e ssage no, and Ian L inden 
:arlier this week, for a n other message passed. Your letter arrived 
;wo days ago, not dated, but c l early fresh - straight from Graceland.

•low can I explain completely, the problems put forth by your letter?
;f course I understand your problems (w/PFP and perceptions at that 
>nd, and the increasing attacks, etc.), but I c a nnot help but really 
eel that with a possible Aida Parker victory for ECC, and D o m i n i q u e  
itill on hold, you can only lose by backing ECC into the single issue 
egalistic c-rner, away from your natural allies. If they w a n t  to ban 
rou that much, they'll ban y o u  anyway. From that end, as I say, I 
;nderstand the absolute need for the g r e atest possible political b r e a d t h  - 
ir,d you and I and Gavin and I d i s c ussed (and must conti n u e  to discuss 
egalistic and propogandistic ways of making the package acceptable 

far folks at home.

out from this erri, my f n e u l ,  it is absolutely impossible for us to 
zo a succesful tour w i t h o u t  putting ECE firmly in the c o ntext of the 
.ider movanent, which is led by U D F . W i thout UDF, A m e r i c a n  C o m m i t t e  
=n Africa will pull out of the coali t i o n  immediately. T h o u g h  Bayard 
•■ould be thrilled, no significant Black leader - grassroots or g o vernmental 
„ould have high level m e e t i n g s  with you. Advances w ithin the 
"mainstream" (to the extent that this actually exists) would not_  be 
forthcoming. Ivan has tilled that field, and G a v i n  the m o r e  PJ-°9r e 8 ? ^ ®  
end of it, but the next step must be #ith t a k e n  w i t h  your Black c o u n t e r p a r t  

in the legal organizing sector.

-rv the otter hand, . j oint tout, 43 I and the W R L  a n d  the R C 0 A  leader s h i p  
:m  see it - would be a u n i q u e  o pportunity to present to the U.S. m o v e m e n t  
and people (for the first time in years and y e a r s) representatives of 
South African activists - the spectrum of people, Black and w h i t e  - 
•.ho are actually struggling legally w i t h i n  South A frica today. W e  clear_ 
-hat ECC could not and would not m e e t  w i t h  or share a meeting w i t h  any 
organisation that wa. not legal, or w i t h  any bannad mov;m«nt, .van if 
•.he UDF, at times, would. B u t  to present tha legal spectrum - Black and 
white representatives together - to activists here, would Jn^eed b e  a 
-irst, aid an historic m o m e n t  for the peace and a n t i - apartheid m o v e m e n t  
-ere to go beyond d i s investment towards direct links and support work.
:he myths o f , the military. Black vs. white, Black o n  Black violence, etc. 

~-ould be addressed as never before.

Let m e  m a k e  clear that w h a t  w e ' r e  envisioning and hoping for is a 
large scale "events" o r i e n t e d  tour. A  meeting w i t h  the Mayors of 
Atlanta, G e orgia a nd/or N e w  Orleans, Louisiana, getting the key to 
the cityi w i t h  speacial S e n a t e  and Congressional caucuses in Wash. D.C.; 
large m e e t i n g s  in NYC and San F r a n c i s c o  and elsewhere; some stops in 
the deep South; press c o n f e r e n c e s  and cocktail parties, etc. etc.
W e've already started the p l a n n i g n  since the go-ahead from Gavin last 
month, and as the d a y s  go hd on, more planning is being done. T o m o r r o w  
night there's an internal W R L  meeting to discuss our role at the next 
c o a l i t i o n  meeting, and to h e l p  plan for a special "Racism and M i l i t a r i s m 
e ducational p acket that we're producing for the tour. Next Monday 
another m e e ting w i t h  A C 0 A  and C A L C L  will discuss fundraising, and will 
c o nfirm c i t i e s  and d a t e s  (which w e've tentativeley set, if o.k. b y  you, 

at March 5 - A p r i l  5) .

So I need w o r d  i m nediately o n  w hat's on or off. I hope that it is 
m o r e  a question) of legal i s t i c  and logistical manaevering than a 
cancellation. But a 'by chance' occasi o n a l  meeting w i t h  UDF tour scheme 
will not w o r k . We'll hold o f f  (maybe permanently) at rpinting UDF/ECC TOi 
s t a t i o n a r y f but the tour package, from this end, needs to r e main pretty 
m u c h  intact. M a y b e  folks (ECC?) need to travel in their individual 
capacity?? T h o u g h  even this, I think, w o u l d  be a drawback, and of course 
I and WRL w o u l d  be d i s a p p o i n t e d  if ECC c o u ldn't come "officially and 

in an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  capacity.

There's m u c h  to b e  g ained at hhis time as far as international 
solidarity. I hope that we c a n  figure o u t  a way out of this problem.

So m u c h  for hurried b u s i ness. T h e  book looks exciting.
And the thcught of you as c l o s e  by as England is exciting, indeed.
I 've a l r eady p a ssed the idea olcng to one qood $ source, and will wor 
on o thers in time. Marie and I a r e  well, W R L  is getcir.g goar^d uo,
S usan S. is in C o s t a  Rica, the N e w  York Mets baseball team have
w o n  the "World" Series, and the N o v e u b e r  mornings are cold, even under

my Indian shawl. Be well, m y  d e a r  friend.

Till I hear your voice.

P.S. - You all should have g o t t e n  a significant package, passed on 
t o  Beyers f r o m  Di S c o t t  here. It had some checks, and m a n y  letters 
of support from Sen. Kennedy, Bishop's Moore and Walker, etc.
I'll check on this end to m a k e  sure it has been sent out. Keep Y our 
eyes posted, and if the w o r s t  has happened, I've got copies of everything, 

and c ould p o s s i b l y  get the c h e c k s  re-written.

P.P.S. - A l s o  in the p acket w a s  nsy new home telephone nunber, though 
all the old and sate a d d r esses r emain the same. Call m e  at 

718-797-9589 in the w e e  hours, so's I k n o w  its you. Also, I've received 

p a c k e t  from you, several from G a v i n  t o n e  from David S. Love to all.
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J2JC2.C. Crftly'- , UHuLsu- VtfjvJjxJaXT>\. ~}(i) .^Ue jfkJ*?LCC

^rC/t Kd^nCvJ ^ m  pa/t itotL

OLC-fri'UibeJ ; Jo D/lf , OPSC t (Xesuz™-/ U-tu&i f

F cdJycuJ o y~ J :loi, U OF jjSIj im  J fU jL fri- a.c.L~~) b ih ^  a iw  to

incite /tlos- pu^fc'U'C. ^  A upf*?f~t e rr pQi/n^t-g- /ia i.io  f t r ^  ‘

{rtu? u,' iUu.tra.̂ ciL SftOF CLiUj CÛ ea. , >^ke-^n.o<Vjx^ncrn_
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_ _

3. S’ivart' i^mc CjO*^ ? W  chcicUd nJt Jb

OL CjUvX̂ ftZcA. QX^UpCu<^vv, jJJ\Jbl KQXk ^caJ'. ^€^C/tIca^£U4 j <MXL 

OM Jb  s U f O- CerKtllCUAX pi«£*£*C£- tU y& u ^_  h w a J lo /'
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Dear Friends

R o o m  22
E c u m e n i c a l  C e n t r e  
20 St A n d r e w’s Street 
4001 D u r b a n  
ph 031 304 5883 
N o v e m b e r  13 1986

On Friday O c t o b e r  31 we had a ve r y  s u c c e s s f u l  T h i r d  A n n i v e r s a r y  Dinner, in 
the midst of a very s u c c e s s f u l  Y e l l o w  R i b b o n  C a m p a i g n .  We had about 120 
people to the dinner, m a n y  of w h o m  had n e v e r  b e e n  to an ECC event before. 
We r e a l i s e d  that a d i n n e r  is a good event to in v i t e  new p e o p l e  to b e c a u s e  
it is r e l a t i v e l y  u n t h r e a t e n i n g  and unheavy. Ivan Tomms, from C a p e  Town 
ECC, was our speaker. We also had two e x c e l l e n t  a c o u s t i c  g u i t a r i s t s  who 
created b e a u t i f u l  m u s i c  d u r i n g  the evening. We even m a d e  a few h u n d r e d  
rand profit!

The Y e l l o w  Ribbon C a m p a i g n  was great. M e d i a - w i s e  we produ c e d :  3 stickers, 
a t-shirt and a p a m p h l e t .  The t - s h i r t  was b r i g h t  y e l l o w  with b l ack 
writing: "Troops Out of the T o w n s h i p s  and the S c h o o l s "  on the front, and 
"Tie a Y e l l o w  Ribbon for a Just Peace" on the back, w i t h  the ECC logo. The 
Durban C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t  was b l i t z e d  w i t h  s t i c k e r s  on T h u r s d a y  and 
Friday nights. T h r e e  p e o p l e  we r e  bust for b i l l - s t i c k i n g  (against 
city bylaws). They w e r e  iss u e d  w i t h  R 5 0 . 0 0  a d m i s s i o n  of guilt fines. On 
Sa t u r d a y  Nov e m b e r  1st at 1 0 . 0 0 a m  we b l i t z e d  town w i t h  y e l l o w  r i b bons and 
handed out about 2000 pam p h l e t s .  About 40 a c t i v i s t s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  - we all 
wore the t-shirts. We we r e  not h a r r a s s e d  b y  p o l i c e  at all. R e a c t i o n  from 
the p u b l i c  was not too heavy. R e p o r t e r s  c o v e r e d  the event, but b e c a u s e  
"nothing happened" (i.e. we we r e  not a r r ested), no a r t i c l e  was p u b l i s h e d  on 
that m o r n i n g’s events.

A "Toys for peace, not for war" c a m p a i g n  is s t a r t i n g  to develop, w i t h  a 
pamphlet due soon. We hope to get m a i n s t r e a m  women, c h u r c h  and c h a r i t y  
type groups along w i t h  us on this campa i g n .  It will m a i n l y  be a 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  raising campaign, about the c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  war toys and 
the real thing.

R e c e n t l y  two ECC reps a t t e n d e d  a m e e t i n g  of w h i t e  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
called by NUSAS, w h i c h  c o n s i d e r e d  the N a t i o n a l  U n i t y  Campaign. 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s  p r e sent were: ECC, COSG, B l a c k  Sash, W o m e n  for Pe a c e f u l  
Change Now, Joint A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Descom, A c t i o n  G r o u p  Against 
Apartheid, Career I n f o r m a t i o n  Centre, Diakonia, C a t h o l i c  J u s t i c e  and 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  NUSAS. Most of the d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t r e d  on the 
c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  of the Campaign. On the whole, the m e e t i n g  felt more 
c o m f o r t a b l e  with the o r i g i n a l  idea of a b r o a d  " a n t i - f a s c i s t  a l l i a n c e "  than 
the pres e n t  f o r m u l a t i o n  w h i c h  is m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r i g i n a t i n g  from w o r k e r s  
and tow n s h i p  residents. This m a kes it mo r e  d i f f i c u l t  for us to relate the 
C ampaign dir e c t l y  to our c o n s t i t u e n c y .  We w e r e  also d i s s a p o i n t e d  that 
ending conscription, or at least troops out of the townships, had been left 
out of the demands. NUSAS, who sit on the r e g i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
for the Campaign, was m a n d a t e d  to take to the r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g  our 
concerns. There will be a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  of the same o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in three 
weeks time. ECC has not yet f o r m a l l y  "j o i n e d "  the campaign.



Anita and I ha v e  just b e e n  on a w e e k  long trip to N amibia. (See the 
e n c l o s e d  draft a r t i c l e  for AT EASE, and c u t t i n g s  from THE N A M IBIAN.) 
There is a great n e e d  t h ere for the e x p e r t i s e  ECC can offer. One 
p o s s i b i l i t y  we d i s c u s s e d  wi t h  p e o p l e  up there was that a w o r k s h o p  be set up 
on e n d - c o n s c r i p t  ion w o r k  and CO s u p p o r t  w o r k  for so m e  time in the first 
half of next year. D e t a i l s  of this can be d i s c u s s e d  at the next N C . M a n y  
people we met w e r e  upset that ECC seems to have d r o p p e d  N a m i b i a  as an 
issue. In a way this has h a p p e n e d  b e c a u s e  of troops g o i n g  into the 
townships, but we r e a l l y  must look for ways of b r i n g i n g  the issue to the 

fore again.

The next e d i t i o n  of AT EASE is n e a r l y  ready, and wi l l  b e p r i n t e d  in the next 

week or so.

A t t a c h e d  to this l e t t e r  is m a t e r i a l  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s e d  ECC d e l e g a t i o n  
to M i l i t a r y  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  I will be c o n t a c t i n g  you all soon for fee d b a c k  

on this.

In p e ace and u n i t y

R i c h a r d  Steele, for D u r b a n  ECC.

PROPOSED ECC D E L E G A T I O N  TO M I L I T A R Y  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  C h £ * * S L S  A L & S ^ T y . y

1. B a c k g r o u n d

1.1. P r o p o s e d  by D u r b a n  ECC in J u l y  this year, when p e r s e c u t i o n  of 
Natal ECCs b y  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was at its height. The main 
p u r p o s e s  at that s tage w e r e  to e x p l a i n  to M.I. the n a t u r e  of ECC, 
n e u t r a l i s e  the p r e s s u r e  from them on us, and sh o w  the p u b l i c  we 
w e r e  t a k i n g  initiative.

1.2. We a p p r o a c h e d  C hris A l b e r t y n  to help us and act as a go-between. 
He is f u l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  of ECC. His legal firm h a n d l e s  m a i n l y  
l abour c a ses (e.g. t h e y  h a n d l e d  the M A W U  c h a l l e n g e  to the 
E m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s ) ,  so has m u c h  e x p e r i e n c e  in " d e l e g a t i o n "  

type work.

1.3. Natal C o m m a n d  r e f e r r e d  our r e q uest for a m e e t i n g  to Pretoria. 
P r e t o r i a  r e s p o n d e d  by s a y i n g  ECC must send a f f i d a v i t s  if we think 
we are b e i n g  b a d l y  treated. They m i s s e d  the p o int of our 
request. However, for v a r i o u s  reasons, we did not f o l l o w  up on 

the matter, until recently.

2* Present status of the D e l e g a t i o n

2.1. At the re c e n t  NC m e e t i n g  we a g r e e d  to r e - s t a r t  the p r o c e s s  of 
s e t t i n g  up the d e l e g a t i o n ,  w i t h  mo r e  of a n a t i o n a l  ECC flavour. 
D e l e g a t e s  w o u l d  be: R i c h a r d  S t e e l e  (NC rep), J a c q u e s  Bo u l l e  
( M a r i t z b u r g  ECC, as an ECC a c t i v i s t  who has be e n  d e t a i n e d  by 
M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  A r c h b i s h o p  H u r l e y  (chu r c h  rep), Ma r y 
Bu r t o n  (Blach Sash, r e p r a s e n t a t i v e  of h u man rights g roupings), a



rep from the A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u n i t y  (Jaco fr o m  S t e l l e n b o s c h ) ,  and 
Chris Alber t y n .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  ha v e  all b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  and are 
w i l l i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t e .  T h e y  ne e d  to be r e c o n t a c t e d  to m a k e  
p r e c i s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  if P r e t o r i a  ag r e e s  to a meeting.
Sh o u l d  we  al s o  ha v e  a n a t i o n a l  ECC e m p l o y e e  as part of the 
deleg a t i o n ,  e.g. the N a t i o n a l  S e c r e t a r y ?

3. .fcoge of the Visit

Chris t h o ught we s h o u l d  b r o a d e n  the s cope fr o m  what was o r i g i n a l l y  
envisaged, that we s h o u l d  p r e s e n t  o u r s e l v e s  as a force to be r e c k o n e d  
with. The p r o p o s e d  a g e n d a  r e f l e c t s  this m o r e  a s s e r t i v e  approach. ECC 
w o u l d  put its ca s e  on all the a g e n d a  items. S A D F  will be ab l e  to put 
theirs. T h e r e  will be no " n e g o t i a t i o n "  at that point. If it looks 
like m o v i n g  in that d i r ection, the ECC d e l e g a t i o n  w a o u l d  requ e s t  an 
a d j o u r n m e n t  to d i s c u s s  w i t h  its m e m b e r s  and c o n s t i t u e n c y  w h e t h e r  
n e g o t i a t i o n  as s u c h  is d e s i r a b l e  and if so, how to go about it. This 
first m e e t i n g  is not i n t e n d e d  to be for n e g o t i a t i o n .

4. Gains for ECC

Even just m a k i n g  the a p p r o a c h  i n d i c a t e s  E C C ’s o p e n n e s s  and go o d  faith, 
in the m a t t e r  of c o n s c r i p t i o n .  We can gain p u b l i c i t y  if we have the 
m e e t i n g  or if we are t u r n e d  down.

5. Date and Venue

When w o u l d  suit us better, J a n u a r y  or F e b r u a r y ?  D u r b a n  w o u l d  be the 
cheapest, fr o m  the ECC d e l e g a t e s  tr a v e l  c o s t s  p o int of view. Date and 
venue will n e e d  to be n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  the SADF.

6* The P r o p o s e d  A g e n d a

6.1. Notes on the a g e n d a  items:
1. That our aim is to c h a n g e  the law r e g a r d i n g  co n s c r i p t i o n ,  

that we b e l i e v e  in the f r e e d o m  of choice, that we are open 
and legal.

2&3. T h e s e  items are r e l a t e d  - s i m i l a i r  to unions s a y i n g  they 
s h o u l d  be c o n s u l t e d  wh e n  m a n a g e m e n t  w a nts to ma k e  changes.

4. I m p r o v e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  to b r o a d e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  of COs, and 
b r o a d e r  terms of a l t e r n a t i v e  service.

5. S i m i l a i r  to a "right to reply".
6. C o n s c r i p t s  s h o u l d  be ab l e  to c h o o s e  w h e t h e r  to go into the 

t o w nships, N a m i b i a  or any of the s u r r o u n d i n g  ter r i t o r i e s .
7. H a r r a s s m e n t ,  d e t e n t i o n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  D o m i n i q u e ) ,  bannings, 

s mear p a m p h l e t s  etc.

6.2. Comments: This is a h i g h l y  optimist, v e r y  a s s e r t i v e  a g e n d a  - the 
type of a g e n d a  C h r i s  w o u l d  d r a w  up for a union in r e lation 
to m a n a g e m e n t .  Is it a p p r o p r i a t e  for ECC? Does it go too far?

7 - Will the SADF a c c e p t ?

Chris thinks it h i g h l y  unlik e l y .  But it is w o r t h  m a k i n g  the effort.



C h r i s  has 
t r a n s p o r t  
meet i n g . 
will vary,

a s k e d  for 
travel to

his
the

o f f e r e d  his s e r v i c e s  for free. He has 
costs to be p a y e d  by ECC if he n e e d e d  to
P r e s u m a b l y ,  all ECC d e l e g a t e s  will r e q u i r e  the same. C o sts 
d e p e n d i n g  on w h e r e  the m e e t i n g  is. P r e t o r i a  is the most 

l i k e l y  from a m i l i t a r y  p oint of view. T r a n s p o r t  costs w o u l d  be about
R 2 5 0 0 . 0 0  if the m e e t i n g  was in Preto r i a .  S h o u l d  this be r a i s e d  as a

s e p e r a t e  amount?

9. P r o c e s s

9.1. F e e d b a c k  fr o m  the regions.
9.2. Go back to C h r i s  w i t h  the feedback, c h a n g e  the letter  

if necessary.
9.3. If there are m a j o r  changes, se n d  the l e t t e r  a r o u n d  to the r e g ions  

a gain to be checked.
9.4. Send ag r e e d  upon le t t e r  to the m i l i t a r y .
9.5. If they say " N o”, call a p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  or at least m a k e  a press 

r e l ease on the matter.
9.6. If they s a y  "Yes", D u r b a n  ECC w o r k s  w i t h  C hris to d e v e l o p  the 

p r a c t i c a l  d e t a i l s  (date, v e n u e  etc.) and to wo r k  out t h o r o u g h  
p o s i t i o n s  on all the a g e n d a  items, in c o n s u l s t a t i o n  w i t h  the 

r e g i o n s .
9.7. I n d i v i d u a l l y  b r i e f  all the p a r t i c i p a n t s .
9.8. P a r t i c i p a n t s  meet i u m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  the m e e t i n g  to wo r k  out 

final strategy.

I will c o n vene the process.

Please treat this m a t t e r  as urgent, so we can get the letter off to the 
m i l i t a r y  as soon as possible.

Than

R i c h a r d  Steele



CHEN NELLS ALBERTYN

-  ATTORNEYS & C O N VE YAN C ER S —

404 Denor House, 356 Smith Street. Durban 4001 •  Telephones: 304 6603/4/5 •  P O  Box 5423. Durban 4000
•  Telex: 6-21299 17 Ourban

Your Ref.:

Our H .I, CJA/E7.1/dcj

ATTENTION : KDMT. P.R. VENTER 
The Chief of the Army 
(M.L.O )
Private Bag X172
PRETORIA
0001

Dear Sir,

RE : END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN (ECC)

We act on behalf of the End Conscription Campaign.

Our client is of the view that both it and the SADF would benefit 
from a meeting between representatives of the two organizations 
with a view to clarifying their positions on various issues.

Our client is concerned that there has been some level of 
misunderstanding of its work by the SADF. Our client believes 
that it is making a bona fide contribution towards the achievement 
of peace and stability in South Africa and believes that that 
object will be facilitated by a meeting between the ECC and the 
SADF.

We have accordingly been instructed to propose to you, as we 
hereby do, that a meeting take place in January or February 1987, 
at a venue to be arranged, between a delegation of the ECC and a 
delegation from the SADF.

The ECC delegation would consist of a maximum of 8 people. The 
ECC would hope that the SADF delegation would include senior 
representatives from the Army Staff (Intelligence), the Army Staff 
(Personnel) and from the Chaplain General's Office.

We set out below the proposed agenda for such a meeting :

CHRISTOPHER JA M ES  A LBERTYN  B .A . IHons.) (W ils .l B.Proc. (S .A .I 

Assisiw) by SHARON M ARGA RET W ILLIAM S B.Proc. (Natal)
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1. an explanation by the ECC of its aims and objects;

2. discussion of the future relationship between the SADF and 
the ECC;

3. discussion of appropriate consultation of the ECC by the SADF 
in suitable circumstances;

4. discussion of proposals for improvements to the treatment of 
conscientious objectifies by the SADF;

5. discussion of a right of audience of the ECC in the 
orientation programmes of the SADF, when the ECC is being 
considered in those programmes;

6. discussion of a right of conscripts to make representations as 
to their place of allocation for service;

7. discussion of treatment of ECC personnel during the Emergency.

We confirm that you will consider this request and bring it to 
the attention to the Chief of Army Staff (Personnel) and the 
Chief of Army Staff (Intelligence). Please also bring it to 
the attention of the Chaplain General.

Please revert to us as soon as possible so that proper 
arrangements may be made for the proposed meeting and so that we 
may exchange details as to the persons who will be representing 
the two parties prior to the meeting.

Yours faithfully,
CHENNELLS ALBERTYN



End Conscription Campaign
2 27/9  K hotso H ou se  
42 De Villiers Street 
Joh an n esb u rg  
2000
Tel: 337-6796 
Telex: 4-86519 S.A.

17 November 1986

'■1

~hl
Well, hello darlings

Yes, its another note to accompany the bits of paper in the envelope

^  you are at this time holding in your hands, or have done so in the 

<£? very recent past.

So what have I sent,you?

1) The much vaunted and highly enjoyable judgement in the matter ECC 

vs APN. Viva Mr Justice DiemontI Viva!

2) A letter from Pretoria on their yellow ribbon adventure in the 

badlands of San Pretoria.

3) A well typed and interesting document from the DPSC. Of peculiar 

importance to ECC is the section at the back on the new restriction 

orders. Outrage!

4)

\

A press release from the UDF on the call for a Christmas against 

the Emergency. They are seeing this as part of the Call for 

National United Action. We spoke to them about our feelings on 

the call and about our wish to see a "Troops Out" call included 

in the list of demands. They promissed to take it back to their 

NEC. We also told them of our hesitations regarding endorsing 

the call which they appreciated but nevertheless expressed their 

wish that we come in on it. They are hoping to have the National 

Day of Action sometime in February. They also indicated that 

they are seeing the call as vital to their building a solid re

lationship with COSATU and local township churches, sports clubs 

and so on. They stressed too the fact that the actual form which 

National Unity will take is still unfolding and much will depend 

on what happens at the local level in townships. They are seeing 

the process of developing the call at the local level as all im

portant. f'\ |

)(JcVj^ioA

£nc/ C&m/w'yn

OOPS I RAN OUT OF SPACE.'OK BYE LOVE



End Conscription Campaign
227/9  K hotso H ouse 
42 De Villiers Street

S r 65̂ 8 27 November 1986
Tel: 337-6796 
Telex: 4-86519 S A

Dear Howard,

This is a note to inform you that our National Committee has discussed the WRI

proposal that the international CO day next year focusses on South Africa. We

were very pleased by the proposal and did not have any hesitation in endorsing it.

We would appreciate further details and guidance on what we should do to contribute,

Yous for a just peace

find  /la*mr7U<on



End Conscription Campaign
Johan nesburg
2000

227/9  K hotso H o use  
42 De Villiers Street

27 November 1986

Tel: 337-6796 
Telex: 4-86519 S A

SA Pressclips 

36 Woodside Road 

Tamboerskloof 

Cape Town 

8001

Dear Mrs Schmidt,

L i ' . .  .. f l  y:  ■■ ' : , < v V '

Please find enclosed a cheque for R89,60. This is to cover the subscription fees 

for June to October 1986, as well as an amount for a further three months subscription.

David Shandler



Calx,
26 Hoy lake Rd.,

 ̂ . ,  J ,  Greenside,
7?w~ J u  ^  y  ̂  Johannesburg 2193

9th December 1986.

3'*~- J

Dear Friends, ~ftu^- "yc^i <*-«<< ^ ^  ^ Ĵ _c. /

How wonderful is it to be alive and to write this letter to carry our thanks to such a large ^  
circle of friends around the world for the expression of your concern following the heart 
operation (replacement of aorta and mitra valves), which was performed upon me by Dr R 
Kinsley and his team of specialists in Morningside Clinic, Johannesburg on November 27.
On behalf of Ilse and myself I hasten to reply as soon as possible to the many telephone 
messages, telexes, letters, assurances of prayer, flowers and fruit we received during this 
period. Somebody who was walking past the ward where I was lying, in admiring all the 
beautiful flowers, jokingly remarked: “ It almost looks like a funeral parlour!”

The grace of God, the skill of the medical specialist team and the loving care of the nursing 
and administrative staff made it possible for me to be walking around five days after the 
operation and to leave the Clinic nine days after the operation was performed. On the 
instruction of our family physician and the specialist we have not returned home yet but 
are enjoying a period of relaxed recovery at the home of friends before we hope to be back 
in Greenside around Christmas time.

The period of illness and convalescence has offered me an opportunity for prayer, 
reflection and critical appraisal of the state of axiairs in our country, of possible future 
developments and of the responsibility of the SACC, the churches’ and other religious 
bodies, and different influential communities in trying to solve the problems of a beautiful 
land bleeding its heart away. I hope to find some time in the foreseeable future to put some 
of these thoughts and concerns on paper as a contribution to the question of how to 
respond to an ongoing state of emergency, how to give a meaningful response to the 
suffering and the violence experienced by so many in our country and how to try and heal 
in the name of Christ the deep wounds of pain, fear, uncertainty, division and hatred 
threatening to destroy our society.

In addition to expressing our thanks this letter, however, is intended to convey to you, 
despite all the present agony and uncertainty of so many, the joy of our remembrance and 
assurance of the love of all human kind, which God manifested through the birth of his 
Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Child of Bethlehem. May the joy and the peace of this 
knowledge and experience prepare ourselves for the New Year, even if 1987 may eventu
ally prove to be one of deepening crisis, heightened conflict and growing resistance to 
injustice and repression.

Amidst tension and strife, we greet you in the peace of the Lord!

f y s :

Beyers and Ilse Naude
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