
AFRICA "A  Lesson For Us''

Rousing Welcome For Nkrumah
In China

^ H E  explosion of firecrackers, 
beating of drums, gongs and 

cymbals roared throughout 
the Chinese capital at noon 
recently as OVER HALF A 
MILLION PEOPLE, braving 
rain, crowded Peking’s main 
thoroughfare to give a tradi­
tional rousing welcome to 
Dr. Kwame ?«^rumah. Presi­
dent and head of the Govern­
ment of the Republic of 
Ghana, and his entourage on 
their arrival here.

President Nkrumah has come for a 
friendly visit at the invitation of 
Liu Shao-Chi, Chairman of the 
People’s Republic of China, and 
Premier Chou En-Lai. He was 
showered with flowers and confetti

co-operation between our two 
countries and strengthen the mili­
tant friendship between our two 
peoples and among the Asian and 
African peoples in the struggle 
against imperialism and colonial- 
ism.”

Chairman Liu Shao-Chi praised 
President Nkrumah as “the dis­
tinguished leader of Ghana, a 
famous statesman in contempo­
rary Africa and a respected friend 
of the Chinese people” who “has 
made outstanding contributions in 
leading the people of Ghana in 
their struggle to oppose imperial­
ism and win independence and 
freedom, to support the other 
African peoples in striving for 
national liberation and to safe­
guard world peace as well as in 
the cause of promoting friendship 
between the peoples of China and 
Ghana.”

as he drove slowly, in an open 
hmousine in the company of M k r u m a h  R eoU eS
I hairm;^n I iii .Nnan-i^ni ijnH Prf*- 'Chairman Liu Shao-Chi and Pre 
mier Chou En-Lai, through the 
cheering crowds all along the 
festively decorated thoroughfare 
leading to the guest house.

Both Chairman Liu Shao-Chi and 
President Nkrumah in their 
speeches at the airport stressed 
the friendship between the 
Chinese and Ghanaian peoples.

Chairman Liu Shao-Chi said he be­
lieved that the present visit of 
President Nkrumah “will surely

President Nkrumah in his reply said 
he hoped that the friendly rela­
tions existing between China and 
Ghana would be further strength­
ened by this visit, and that “this 
will also enhance the future rela­
tion between China and the conti­
nent of Africa. “Although our 
two countries are separated by 
vast oceans and continents, our 
common experience and aspira­
tions unite us,” he said.

help further develop the friendly President Nkrumah added:

“Your achievement hi over­
throwing colonialism and im­
perialism is in a way a lesson 
for us in Africa, for we our­
selves are still waging a 
relentless stn^gle against 
colonialism and imperialism. 
We are determined that we 
^ 1 1  never rest until freedom 
and independence are assured 
for us in Africa, and until 
peace and happiness are 
guaranteed for aH.”

The plane carrying the Ghanaian 
President landed at twelve noon 
amidst thunderous applause and 
ovations. The thousands of wel- 
comers at the airport waved small 
Chinese and Ghanaian national 
flags and colourful banners, beat 
drums and gongs, clapped and 
shouted to welcome President 
Nkrumah when he appeared at 
the door of the plane.

After the playing of the national 
anthems of Ghana and China and 
a 21-gun salute. President Nkru­

mah, in the company of Chairman 
Liu Shao-Chi and Premier Chou 
En-Lai, reviewed a guard of hon­
our formed by the Ground, Naval 
and Air Forces of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army. A 
group of young pioneers presented 
bouquets to the distinguished 
guests.

President Nkrumah and the other 
Ghanaian guests, then walked 
around to meet the welcoming 
crowds at the airport. The wel- 
comers waved greetings to the 
guests, beating drums and gongs 
and shouting “Welcome to Presi­
dent Nkrumah and the other dis­
tinguished guests from the Repub­
lic of Ghana,” “Long live the 
friendship between the Chinese 
and Ghanaian peoples,” “Long 
live the friendship between the 
Chinese and African peoples,” 
“Long live the victory of the na­
tional independence movement in 
Africa,” “Long live world peace.”

African Students
African students in Peking were 

among the most joyful welcomers 
at the airport. Lined up under a 
streamer of welcome of the Afri­
can Students’ Union in Peking,

the students sang the militant 
African song “There is victory for 
us in the struggle of Africa.” 
President Nkrumah warmly shook 
hands with and greeted the young 
Africans.

The route leading to the guest house 
was festively decorated with Pre­
sident Nkrumah’s portrait erected 
at major junctions of the route. 
National flags of China and 
Ghana fluttered all along Peking’s 
main thoroughfare across which 
hung colourful bunting and red 
streamers inscribed with welcom­
ing slogans.

Crowds of workers, students. Gov­
ernment functionaries, men and 
women, young and old, lining 
both sides of the route clapped, 
shouted, played musical instru­
ments and beat drums and cym­
bals amidst the explosion of fire­
crackers in welcome as the open 
car carrying President Nkrumah 
and the mile-long motorcade that 
followed moved on slowly. Many 
people crowded windows and bal­
conies to greet the distinguished 
Ghanaian guests.

President Nkrumah, smiling broadly, 
waved his hands to the welcomers 
who showered flower petaH and 
confetti on the guests.

At Tienanman Square in the 
heart of the Chinese capital, 
the long motor cavalcade 
moved into a sea of cheering 
throngs, who, despite the rain, 
threw aside their umbrellas 
and unfurled multi-coloured 
banners, giving a tumultuous 
welcome to President Nkru­
mah and his party.

The whole Square rocked to the 
deafening clapping of hands, firing 
of crackers and beating of 
drums, gongs and cymbals as the 
motorcade made a slow tour 
around the Skjuare. Colourful bal­
loons trailing slogans of welcome, 
friendship and peace, were re­
leased by young pioneers.

One thousand five hundred actors 
and actresses in costume per­
formed traditional Chinese dances 
in the rain to welcome the distin­
guished guests from Ghana at the 
centre of the Square. They belong 
to various Peking professional and 
amateur art troupes, some of 
which have visited African coun­
tries.

THE GHANAIAN PRESIDENT 
WAVED FROM HIS LIMOU­
SINE TO THE CROWDS IN 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT O F 
THEIR WELCOME.

I Neutralists To Meet I
= During his recent triumphant tour of Eastern Europe and I 
E  China Ghanaian President Nkrumah spent five days in I 
i  Yugoslavia. He is seen here chatting to Yugoslav President ; 
i  Tito with whom he discussed the preparation for the meet- 
i  ing of 20 neutralist Heads of State due to open in Belgrade 
= on September 1. 
l̂iiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiililliiiiliiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiililliliiliilliillliilllilliiilllillllllllllllltlllllillllllllllllllllllllilli;-

A F R I C A !
This is I he second portion of a poem by Rabindranath Tagore, the 

greatest voice in Indian literature of modern times. The hundredth 
anniversary of his birth is being celebrated throughout the world this year.
With man-traps stole upon you those hunters
whose fierceness was keener than the fangs of your wolves,
whose pride was blinder than your lightless forests.
The savage greed of the civilised stripped naked its unashamed 

inhumanity.
You wept and your cry was smothered,
your forest trails became muddy with tears and blood,
while the nailed boots of the robbers
left their indelible prints
along the history of your indignity.
And all the time across the sea,
church bells were ringing in their towns and villages,
the children were lulled in mother’s arms,
and poets sang hymns to Beauty.
Today when on the western horizon
the sun-set sky is stiffed with dust-storm,
when the beast, creeping out of its dark den,
proclaims the death of the day with ghastly howls,
come, you poet of the fatal hour,
stand at that ravished woman’s door,
ask for her forgiveness,
and let that be the last great word
in the midst of the delirium of a diseased Continent.

Smashing Election 
Victory For Malawi 

Congress
^ H E  smashing victory of

the Malawi Congress 
Party, led by Dr. Hastings 
Banda, in the receid Nyasa- 
land elections has demon­
strated once and for all that 
the people of Nyasaland 
are determined to break 
away from the hated Fede­
ration and to build up an 
independent state of Ma­
lawi.

The impressive manner in 
which the Africans went to the 
polls was an object Ies.son to 
those who say that the Africans 
cannot understand the pro­
cesses of modern dem^racy. 
From early in the morning till 
the polling booths were closed 
the Africans queued up 
patiently to cast their vote. Old 
men, determined to record their 
support for the Malawi Con­
gress and to vote once before 
they die, were assisted to the 
polling stations. Everywhere 
the picture was the same: huge 
polls, some even 100%, never 
less than 90%—and over­
whelming support for the Ma 
lawi Congress.

With this powerful mandate 
from the overwhelming majo­
rity of people in Nyasaland 
Dr. Banda can now press 
strongly for secession from 
federation, the acceptance of 
the principle of one man one 
vote, and the creation of an 
independent Nyasaland.

A long period of intense 
struggle lies ahead for the peo­
ple of Nyasaland before 
they achieve these aims—the 
British Colonial Office and Sir 
Roy Welensky’s Federal Gov­
ernment will fight tooth and 
nail to prevent the Africans 
from making further advances.

Yet the people have shown 
that they can overcome any 
obstacles put in their way- 
ONLY TWO YEARS AGO 
THEY SUFFERED UNDER 
A TERRORIST STATE OF 
EMERGENCY, BUT TODAY 
THEY ARE ON THE HIGH 
ROAD TO FREEDOM.

URGENTLY REQUIRED
Copies of 

The Great Crisis Ahead
by Moses Kotane

South Africa’s Wav Forward
by Moses Kotane

Behind the Non-White Press
by Brian Bunting

Will readers who have spare copies 
of any of the above pamphlets 
please send them to New Age, P.O. 

Box 436, Cape Town.
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