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Jflr ? his year the Black Sash will observe its 30th anniver-

TS May 19, 1955 that six women met together in
Johannesburg in anger about the introduction of the Se-
nate Bill in Parligment.

gou know itwas that Ieglslatlﬂn which packed the
Senaté with sufficient members of the National Party to
enable the government in the following ytar to remove
coI ured Eeop e from the common voter’s roll.

The ener %/o those women Is_quite astonlshlng as IS
the sgeed with which thely acted. The next day hundreds

women came together and addressed apetltlon to the
mayor requesting hlm to call a public megting.

On May 25, 1955, 2.000 women marched to the Cit X

HaIII1 to join 18 000 Johannesburgn citizens w o
athered”there to protest agamst e Senate Bi
omen’s Defence of the Constitution League had come

into being.

It was then decided that two petitions should be drawn
uro one to the Prime Minister calling on him to rePeaI
the Ie |s lation or_to resign, the other to the Governor
Genea askm him to withold his_assent from the Act,
Women, work |n%|n contmu(ousshl ts overt e weekend
of June 4, 5and b dispatchedj>etition forms all over the

coyntr
Mor% than 100 000 women sn%ned the two petitions
within the next ten days, The petition o the Governor
General was handed t0 his secretarY with 94 680 signa-
tures, The Prime Minister refused 1o receive a deléga-
tion from the League, On June 28, over 1000 women
re resentmg do enso]fdtles towns 8nd wllagFes In South
Africa marthed o the Union buildings, in Pretoria to
hand over the petition to the Prime Mmlster calllnﬁ; for
his emﬂnatlon for 48 hours, | nth bitterly coci igh
veld winiter, 80'women held vigil at the Union Buildings
Those were The days when freedom of assembly s |II
%xmted in this countru In the 30 years which have gone
y since that time, this nght to come together mPr test
has been taken %way lece l%yplece e%mnm with bans
imposed on gathermgs in the central City of'Joh annes
burg and jn-a large area around Parlidment in Ca
Town, to the present tota] ban on all outdoor gathermgs
which has been in force since 1976.

A gathering |sdef|ned as more than one person com-
ing together, 'so for the past eight years Black Sash de-
monstrations have been one woman standing alone with
her pos(ser out ofuoﬂto thT next person ven this is
now'under threat from the police. In'November last year
In @ compined protest W|th Churches, DPSC and other
organtsatlons callmg for the release of dftamees, de-

nstrators were arrested 1n a massive police action as

%on as th eg took uloﬁosmons Posters were confiscated,

charges laid and a ong-drawn-out investigation Is appa-
rent bemgc‘[ r} Hcte y the police.

It 15 my Beliet that this"ban noutdoortn;athenn §t0-»

ether with the frequent temporarY pans on indoor
atherings and on funeralsmustbe held ? responsi-

le for the chaos WhICh IS nowt e wa |e In"man
black towns Ips. Peooew 0 have co eto et erin of-
derly fashlon to picke oollmrg o]thsmthe ustelec
tions, to demand negotjation wit ors and
Development Board of ctals about rents, or with De-
partment of Fducation and Traiing officials about
abuse% In the Intolerable bantu education system, o to
bury { elrdeaét have been ordered to disperse and when
they failed to do 5o, have been forced to scatter in confy-
sjon by the yse ofteargas rubber bullets, bird and buck
shot. Orderly or%anls d protest ﬁnd non- Ylolent resh
tance %revente When'the authorities a oabuse
wide powers given to them an resort to remova ead- ¢
ers by detalmn them for4 ours ormdefmlte It IS
notsurpnsmgf atpanne |sc|p ined non- VIO ent resjs-
tance in the Torm of boy cotts rystudents oy cotts by
consumers, withdrawal o labourby workers, W|tho ding
of rent bg householders, hecome disorganised with dis-
or?anlse violence cropping up in alldirections. It s
only a short step from that to organised and coercive vio-
lenCe, the evidence of which IS now appearing In some
glaces It is_inevitable that this should be 0 When the
tate uses |ts Whoe reJJresswe machinery to grevent
?nevances from elng ressed, t0 oreventd mands
rom being,laid on thé negotiating table, to Rrevent [-
?anlsatton from taking place: to insist that control by the

ew over the many contin
One of the 1ss L%. me dlscussmq at this confer-
ence IS the wa%/ In w |c the State IS laying criminal
?rges against those who oppose the overnmentf
policies thus keeping them in prison as awaiting tria
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Members o fthe Black Sash countrywide lined the railings ofthe Houses o Parliament, Cape Town, in acontinuous vig.

(

prisoners for lengthy periods or |mmob|I|s|n? them by
makin |ssues Su Judrce and thuﬁ not open for discus-
sion. Very often, %es are wit drawn at the last mi-
nute or the rosecutro oes not go ahead. The recent
nop-trial of Archbish OP Hurl e% |sjust one examg
| ask you all tonrg tfo remember Madoda Jacobs, the
youn Ieager of the Cradock Youth Organrsatron who
(as fiead )( his school. He was held in preventive
detention last year and 1S now a “listed” person. He Is at
present being”held as an awartrng trial prisoner on a
charge of murder at the Mortimer police station miles
and Miles from anywhere.
Also very mych in ourfthoughts are the Ieaders of the
UDF now awartrng trial or treason Many of them are
ourrﬁtersona friends. All of them are highly respected,
Those da¥s when the Black Sash began were very
erent South Africa was certarnIK not a demacracy but
fehe Rule of Law did mean somet ing and people could
Snd did Iook to the Courts rpro(sectron Last year |
|J[)o e about those old fashioned people In areas
reatened with removal who cannot understand  that
the law |snotaprotect|onan¥more Theyare ail middle-
ged to elderly Youngpr%o in th |scountr do not un-
derstand the concept have never kown It and
have never lived un er the potectron of the Rille of
w. For them, the law has awa¥s been a threat. A
threat because It denies them the Tundamental human

rights

Ido not wish, to spend time this evening going jnto the
etarls ot securit fé)tgrslatron but do wrshgtg S grgthat one

the most urgent matters on the natron
should be the restoration of the Rule o )b
oung peaple are tomorrow sgovernment and |t wr e

ery bad ifthe injustices embodied jn.our law are to con-
tinde into ?/et another era and useg for preservation of
et anothef government in power. There are already too
any signs of coercion and coo tation of people Into op-
gosr on strateré;res These give cause for fdrsguretude and
TR Vi oyl g 5 © 0

strate w S,

The va?ues which are e bod|e>d in the phrase ‘Rule of
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Law are lost to us because they have not been practised
forso onr% We nee to restore them now in order to pre-
serve, them into the future.

It is a disaster thaf President Botha’s ‘reform’
ramme has been marked by ever?reaterrepressro and
that there ar% no srgns whatsoeve that he intends {o re-
‘pa any of the rep essrve aws—irurte the opposite In
act 182 saw several new aws aced or the statute
book which Prevent many of the legitimate activities of
rPposrtron oups—the rotectjon of Information Act

Prohibition” of Demonstrations in or, near Court
ur dﬁngs Act and, of course, the omnibus Internal Sec-

The Women’s Defence of the Constitution L eague held
it first Natron%I Conference In BIoemfontern in April
1956 Itwas at atconferencethatt e nickname give f

by the r ss ‘The Black Sash’ was adopted as the officia
name of the organisation.

It was also at that conference that one Jeanette
Davidoff was eIected to the central committee. Nettt{ IS
still ver mc with us. She is here tonight as one of the
Transvdal elegates to this conference. In 1955 she was
chairman of the education sub-committee whose task It

as to&nform and educate our own members as we [ as
the wider public, Another one of th ose earl\Y stal warts
who Ishere a adeIe%ate rom Ca ? wn isNoel Robb
Her task used to be to support and look after the countrg

branches In the western ape. The two of them shoul

reall here talking to you about those first years.
ome/ o?at/djr In thrs algt |y(ht were among thosé who
r[ran It dnd we salute you.

was not around then but it has been ver mstructrve
for me to page through the earP/ minute Books to see
w]r;at |rs]seues were engaging the Black Sash’s attention at
Many women had joined. in outrage at what was called
the "r pe of the codstrtutron Theq bad never before

hooght abqut Justice In race relati nsor heen bro
%ace(tlh Ptrclllconsequenceso the nature o Souﬁt A%O

rican soclety



In the Cape itself we tlnd the same yncertainty, in mi
nutes ale Octoner 14, 1957 we find the fblllowrng

’yAn official protest was handed in by Mrs H. A state
ment In éh oaper advertising a serres of ecltur%
ewgeare with the words “open to all races". She felt
this was provocative.’

One argument which is a little more familiar and not
so far in our distant past |sou tlined in this Segtember 30
1957 minute 1n Cape Town after a request for support for
striking members from the Council for Canning Work-

agreed that a rep Iulshoulﬂ be sent stressing that
weon&concern ourselves with moral ssues and not
industrial disputes.

This anxretly about what was or was not a mor | issue
Crops up over and over again, very often re ate to re-
|ationships with the then offrcral 0£ osition, the United
Party. The non-party go litical sta eoftheBack Sash
has Iwaysbeen aintained but in those a)rswhent ere
was stil ahobe nurtured that the National Part mrg

o defeated at the polls, 1t was a constant concerh no to
wea en the opposition while, marntarnrng aSprrncm
P Iﬁrotest One member in Cape_ Town Is recorded
n the minutes of September 19 as saying:

'As far as Kei Road was co]ncerned the quieter the
ash kept at the moment e better. It must not be

seen or_implied that the Sash supports the progres-

sives.’ She was evidently in a minority.

Sometimes these debates soynd very strange to us

now. On August 12 1959 we read:

"Mrs Stott had been asked to enquire whether atomic

fall-out In the Cape Province was nof dangerous. Mrs

Stott wonders whether the subject of atoric bombs is

amoral ssue for the Sash or not.’

Eulalie Stott is strII one of our most active and valued
members in Cape Town.

In manywnys We havenotchanﬂ]ed atall, | mglad our
offices remar untidy places with second-hand furni-
tyre and |m|ted eqhurgment We have not erect d bar-
lers oftechno o%y the paraphernalia of modern of-

( ice urnrs mgs etween us and those who come to seek

Nour help.

Allegations against the Black Sash remarn much the
same now as they were then. In 1959  ‘loose dale atrons
of rncrtement IeveIIed at Sash’ were discusse
council meetrn ﬁ) last earamembero teéaﬁ
Provincial Council a cuse% us of cree rng around1the
black areas at night and being always present where
there was trﬁuble

er aps é es% accusations are not framed so quaintly
as th efy

F ore this was ohrbhted Black Sashwo en used to
dvrgr In the rc alle eHouse% ssembIY
I ev were rebu ed bya N tronaI Party whip who told
em:
‘You ladies must not come to Parliament to propa-
gate

But the issues which concerned us then are astonrsh
mg g/ the same as those which occupy us now — the \Fass
Pass law arrests, %up Area remova
academrc freedom, freedom of the press, freedom ot
movement, SABC propaganda, race classification, farm

labour, suglp
can co- OP te with org anrsatrons in this an
against all detentions and annings.
Passive resrstance and subport or those enterrng mto
civil disobedience was an issue then as It IS n1o
BIack Sash support for the A N C and for Chie LuthuIr
In those Ion? aqo da s caused the same debates as has
oursubport ort Fin theh ?t 18mont s. Protest
against  the annrn of Chiet Luthull was as
wnolehearted then as |s o protesi now ahout action
taken against U D ot er leaders. Economic
¥cotts were ve gy much an issue as they are now.
n August 1959 we were saP/ g
[n the nistory of SouthA r% the white man h 550
fre uentlx broken his word that promises should not
roken now without the Africans, to whom they
were made, aﬁprovmg of the step.’
The list of broken promises has lengthened immeasur-
a lY in the 26 r%ears since thadt statement was made. Is rt
really now coming to an end? There is no evidence o

that Vet.

ort for the families of detajnees gnld] tg)or\grtevrée

Allegations against the Black Sash remain much the
samé now as they were thep. Butthe ISsues which con-
cerned us then “are astonishingly the same as those
which occupy us now.

Some peoPIe have suggested that the present govern-
ment has deliberately a ptedastrategy ofsowrng con-
fusion and_ uncertairity In order to_introduce piecémeal
reforms._ This would "be such an incredibly dangerou?
course of action tha ﬁwe c%nnot believe that'any rationa
?roup of people could embark on it. The otherinterpre-
ation of current government actions is that It is as con-
fused and uncertarn as everyone else and is.therefore
being tota y Inept. Whatever the reason, thrB countr
cannot afford the current total lack of clarity about gov-
emment intentions nor the contradictory” statements
which often follow one another on a daily basis from the
mouths of the same ministers.

on usion, YV therdelrberatel orcarglesslysown(]
leading to tota chaos and astate of disorderniness In a
mrnrstratron and in daily exRerrenc for themagorrty of
people In this country, which will take us nowhére

What does Dr Vrlgoen s statement about the suspe
sion of removals mean? He did not go as arasDr oor
nhofs Prevrouf statement that ‘Th%re will be no more
forced removals, butoerhaps thepu Ircmaybe Inclined
t0 give, greater weight to what DrVrIJoen says, When
Bre sed,”he said he supﬁosed that there were about 26
lack spots and about the samg number of urban com-
munrtres wh ose o%tron would be reassessed A little
atert enum erof black spots invglved was given a?67
We all nowth%tth(freare 188b|ac \ﬁotsrn atal alope

which are sche F forre é) ell.over 200 mthg
country as a who 0es ¢ e minister mean an

when is he going to say firmly and openly what his inten-
tions are?

The urban communities of Huhudi at Vryburg and
Valspan at Jan Kempdorf are reprieved from the total
removal hut then, there IS talk about their development
only within existing already overcrowded boundaries.
What will happen t0 those who cannot be fitted in?
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— I'have given up Irving to keep track of the various state-

4)

©

.a
V.

ments about Crossroads and Khayelitsha. Who goes and
who stays is anyone’s quess.

Has government, accepted that all the black rl)eo e
who aré at resent in Ca{pe Town are to be permitted to
remarnt here or does it still intend to get rid of the rlleg
yr deporting them to those so- caIIed foreign cou
trr ansker and Ciskej?
ux control is on 1ts way %ut and rfever one rs\o
e a lowed to remarn where” t d/ are W a ossr
reaion can there be for not saying so? The ar ure to
make clear statements of intent’means that all of us. in-
cluding the people concerned, remain distrustful, suspi-
cious and very angry indeed.

On this most fundamental rssue of ranux control, we
are left in a state ofuncertarnt The whole roga an a
thrust at the moment?eems sroned to persuade white
South Africans that Influx control’ must go and soon, that
If it dﬂes not we will not be able to redu%ri po ulairon
growth to arate commensurate with available natural re-
Sources, that urbanisation cannot be prevented and must
therefore be managed, that we cannot afford the Influx
control system any ore. Yet at the same time the minis-
tﬁr IS announcing prooosed amendments t Sect|on 100f

the Urban Areas Act to make certarn technical adjust-
ments and to defuse the anger of urban communrtres de-
stined for incorporation within homeland borders. Sec-
tion 10 s the instrument ?f influx control. This Is the
clause whicn savs that no black person may remain in an
urban area for more than 72 hours unless he or she ful-
fills certain conditions. Ifyou are going to lift influx con-
troI you certainl should not be wasting time and money
hn errr}]g around with its provisions. When aBnouncrng

ese changes the minister stated that no uy
e Islation couId be expected

Snt Yet a few

erIy Movemen

anisatio
e durrngtth&st%estsron ofParIrd
ays later we are'told that a revampe
t%rll and an Urbanrsatron hill arepon

anﬁux control has to go in ifs entrretY and it has to go

verv soon. The latest economic Rrorec lons for the year

2000 estimate that 44% of Sout

tion will not be able to find emglo yment in the formaI
sector. This I a fact of life and onl

caﬁe from hunger and poverty into the informal sector.
restricted growth of family’enterprises and service in-
dustries will grve an enormous hogst to economrc growth
and also ensiire a moregust rstrertron of wealth.
If everyone now acc pts these acts why go on pre-
tending that anything else_ Is possrb e? hat sensible
reaso]ncntrlgre e for hesrtatron and a[¥
etakrnP 50, long for ee tral busrness
drstrrcts to be opened for fra rng ype h) e of all races?
Will theydortorwontthey and how long must we wait

tolf de

n all fhe important issues, government drspla%rs ttie
same lack of claritv. \Whether it be rneé)t or deliberate
does not make any difference to the disastrous end re-

II%JrVrIoen succeeded in one short statement, in_in-
namrn Hog ﬁtrons of two Transvaal townshrﬁ
la and Soshanguve. Soshanguve Is a towns rﬁr
outsr e the rescrrbed area of Pretorr? which was esta
ished to a oommodate that part of the non-Tswana
population of Pretoria which has urban rights. Ekangala
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Africa s adult popula-

Mfreedom of move-
*ment and rapid urbanisation will aflow that 44% to es-

IS & new townshr ve%well Iolanned a modSI of pIeaT1
ant new town develo entr mansza ys. ZOkms nort
of Bronkhorstspruit, Ony people with“urban rights on
the East Rand qualify to live there Part ofthe townshi
IS set aside for occu atronb geope the ret
for othgr Ianquage %rou(? Viljgen recently an-
nounced that the whol fEkan ala 15 to be rncor o
rated Into_KwaNdebele which 1s soon 0 ecome rn e-
pendent. The people of Soshanguve imme rategr
cause to helieve persistent rumours that their township is
to be incorporated into Bophuthatswana.

How can government possibly plan to relocate
thousands of South African, citizens within the borders

of what 1s. according to their own laws, a foreign coun-
try?

yWhat isthe difference between crtrzenshrp and nation-
ality? The government as been mak rng vague noises
% %utsm)raldrncet t?ee fsourre r(r;slgketI gtdeeoeneere arlnregght
ovgrnment ta?k about% review of%rtr?enshr% laws with
the utmost cynicism.

At this conference we will be considering the ﬂuestron
whether Bophuthatswana’s Bill of Rights has any value
whatsoever. The more than a million non-Tswana South
African citizens who suddenly found themselveg resi-
dent within the borders of a foreign country at in epen
dence In 1977 are victimised at every turn. Th er%/ often
dontget(oensrons orpermanent resrdence ermits, or
trading_licences, or work seekers re Istration. They are
[abel ed ‘squatters’ by the Bog hatswana govern-
ment, and the South African ﬁov rmment has apparently
washed its hands of them. There has beeH talk of intef-
R/rl)vemment negotratrons for years. Nothing happens.
anv of these people are bern% subjected £0 the most
brutal repression by the Bophuthatswana police and the
Bill'of Rights does not seem to offer any protection.

What price a Bill of Rights 9uaranteerng freedom of
assembly when the Bophuthatswana government last
Year Prohrbrted all meetings of more than 20 people un-
ess the permission of the Minister is obtained for a
larger meeting to be held?

Re

There rs no doubt that the sudden enthd]srasm for reform
IS a result of increasing pressure from tne black majority
inside South Africa as well as from the western democ
racies together with the economic crisis into which we
have been brought b%/ man¥ different factors, not the
least of which has beén profligate spendrn? entailed In
the ﬁttempt to bring to frurtron the rfolrcy of apartheid.
The dictates of Afrikaner nationalism are no Ion%er a
grrorrt}/ The preservation otwthe capitalist system IS the
verlying concern, now ens rrne In our constrtutron
But you cannot preserve caprta 1Sm nyeontrnurn%
explait the bIackmaAorrty and continung fo deny them
all'the basrc Individual fréedoms which capitalism cIarms

{0
go We suddenly see the business sector in South Africa
urging government to_ reform and to what seem to be
\%urte radrc(al chanoes in the orderh %of socie r¥ Where
ere th egr urrng | those years when one apa e]r
after andther was placed on the statute book? Their si-
lence was deafening.



“Good heavens! Where've they been for the past thirty years?"

When dr%they speak out against mi rant labour, the
Eass laws, the Group Areas Att, removals, denational
ation. race classifi atron We know when they spo e
out — when the drsmvestment lobby began gettm
somewhere, the US | egrs lation embodymg economi
sanctrons of ne kmdor nother suddenly became a rea
possiolity, when black workers ?ot orrrzr ised and began
making demands backed by united acfion and the power
to sty eeffec |vm/

We welcome thé claims made byemployersorganrsa
tions In t eIr memorandum to~Senatof Kennedy In
Januar this Xear The Chambers and Federations of

lo ers concerned represent more than 80% of the
em loyment strength of thrf country. They have been
rged over and over again for the past 37 Years to use
@ (Cir undoubted power to Trsuae overnment to stop
#Acmovals. to'remove influx control, to retreat
Aiheid, They are domr[r S0 NOW. at last, and we mus
thankful for it, They must be held to th? mmrtments
they made to Senator Kennedy and to al I quote:

*In the national mterest thev are commrtted to anon-
%ornfq Iprogramme of legislative reform to give effect to
e fo

lowing go
e r? r?ﬂfau olitical partrcreatron to blacks
rcroatron In"a private enterprise eco-
nomy for all South Africans regardless of race,

colodr. sex or creed
— common lovaltv 1o the country in all South Afri-

cans through a universal citizénshi
— the develogment ofa ?ree and mde%endent trade
ynion movement
— the administration of justice as cjfe-guarded hy
the Courts
an end to the forceful removal of people.’
Will thev hold to those comm tments if t threat ofdrs-
Investment and disvestment 15 removed? They must
prove to us that they would do so.

rom aoabe-

1 am sure that most members of the Black Sash Would

ree with me In sa Ing that not In %st he done which

|| cause.one mor erson to lose ro There ISno so-
clal security n this ountr% no safety net to rescue the
starvmg exce t what can be madequately provrded b
VO untarg ? fare orgapisations. We sit in thea vice of-
fices all ay ong, faced wig eopIe Who litera Olydo no
know where the next meal is to come from and we wil
not do one thing to make that situation worse.

But. we have some questrons to ask of the business
community here — both South African and Ttoreign
businessmen. The unemglo yment which exists on 3o
large a scale now In this couritry is not a consequence of

The unemployment which exists on so large a scale
now in this country is not a consequence of disinvest-
ment, or economic sanctions. They have not yet been
imposed.

disinvestment, divestment or economrc sanctrons The
have not yet been imposed. We ask those who are most
audible in their criticisms of the disinvestment and di-
vestment lobby overseas;

— How many jobs have ¥Iou destroyed |n the last
five years ecause ave mec anised?

— Did 'you worry ab amem loyment when you
mer etonand reIocate rationalised your

atjons?

— hat have You done about the growing mono-
orstrc control .over Industry and. commerce,
a bout price fixing, about deStructiop of com
etition. ﬁbou(t %ueezm g out the small man?

— Have we hear urvorces raised about the new.
Reg Iatrons refatin Ehe retailing 0 cga
which wi| destro%/ th smaI traders, oraboutt
monopolistic controls over road transportation
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which prevent the ‘ch-vinpin\cu driver-Imnt

finding his survival?
As you move into agri-business producing what. | am
told, arc called in America ‘non-consumptives" — that
which is not food — have you ever wondered about the
one and aquarter million people who were dispossessed
from South African farms in the vears between 1960 anil
19X07 Do you know what happened to them in the reset-
tlement camps where they were dumped? They are not
part of the urhan middle class in which your interest has
been invested since 1976.

We sit in the adyice offlce?< all d\% lon", faced with
people who literally do not know where the next meal
|%to come_from and we will not do one thing to make
that situation worst.

You have told us that you are totally opposed to disin-
vestment and to divestment because it will cause in-
creased unemployment here in South Africa.
¢ Then vou must answer us as to why South African
businesses have become multinational? Why are you in-
vesting in Massachusetts and Britain and elsewhere?
How many jobs could you have created here by bringing
those investments hack home?

Is it true that Anglo American is the second largest
foreign investor in the United States?

Is is true that a major foreign company recently an-
nounced a R40-million investment in a new plant in
South Africa which will not create one single new job.
and is it true that in the same week that company was lay-
ing off 460 workers for a period of eight weeks?

These are. no doubt, naive questions but we are enti-
tled to honest factual answers. You are presenting to us
an apocalyptic vision of the consequences of disinvest-
ment and divestment. We are entitled to ask you just
where your investment is and what your investment is
doing. You must start being honest with us. We have to
be persuaded that your operations really do crcute jobs,
really do spread the profits of capitalism through the
whole society.

The evidence isnot in your favour. The Reserves pol-
icy upon which the sophisticated political structures for
apartheid are based were created bv you in the past in a
deliberate programme designed to ensure a plentiful
supplv of cheap labour. The migrant labour policies of
succeedin'l governments were merely adcvclop'ment of
vour model created to maximise profits on the mines.

Dunns: the boom vears apartheid was entrenched and
refined and because it was in the interests of profits, you
did not speak out asiamst the manilold injustices and in-
creasing poverty and misery.

Much more rcccnth vour tree enterprise/home own-
ership model has furthered the government's urban pre-
ference policies which are squee/in” out the poor and
iess well paid because the struggle to find accommoda-
tion is now a winner take ail struggle for privilege and
preference available only to those who can pay the in-
flated costs of residence in the confined, limited geog-
raphical borders of black tow nships. All this iscontribut-
ing to the great fortified wall which has been erected bet-
ween the urban insiders and the poverty-stricken outsid-
ers.
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Weie vou igitoiaitt or naive when you proclaimed lo
Senator Kennedy that you have been in the forefront in
successfully urging the South African government lo
make meaningful policy changes especially in the follow-
ing areas:

opening up housing to black private ownership and

thus effectively reversing the use of black urban hous-

ing shortages as a form of influx control.

Have you heard of the August 26 19X3 amendment to
Section 10 which made the housing shortage a more
stringent influx control tool than it hasever been before?

You were told about it but we never head you comp-
lain.

You owe us answers to these questions and you should
be aware that if you fail to answer, not only in the things
that vou say at Carlton llotel banquets, but in what you
do in your business enterprises, the future will condemn
you. You will be judged if you cannot provide much
more concrete evidence that free enterprise really does
mean more freedom, more well-being, more peace with
justice than any other economic system devised by man.

My last question is addressed both to you and to the
State President.

. What do you mean by ‘meaningful political _partlmga-
tion by blacks? Mean,ln%fulpoltlmal participation means
‘one person, Qne vote' no mare and no less. After accept-
ing that principle one can start negotiating constitutional
structures to protect the liberty and security of individu-

als.

Is this what you mean?

If you do not mean that we are all doomed. The de-
mand in black communities has gone beyond any tinker-
ing around the edges of local government, educational
systems, housing policies. It is a demand for liberation.
Only if government is responsible to the whole people
will all the injustices in welfare, pensions, housing, ur-

The de[pand in black %ommumtles hai one beyond
any tinkeringaround the edges of local governnient;-
educational Systems, housing™ policies. 1t s a demand
for ljberation; Only |f%ove_rn_ment IS responsible to the
whole people will”all the Injustices in welfare, pen-
3{/32; housing, urbanisation, employment policies fall

banisation. employment policies fall away.

Peace with justice is only ever achieved in the tension
held between conflicting interests. Are vou prepared to
risk everything to be a partner in that creative tension?
Or will vou wait to be destroyed because vou have never
been able to show that you mean what you say ?

Meanwhile the rest of us have to get on with doing
what we have to do.

We in the Black Sash have always been concerned with
the victims, the excluded, the poor, the disposssessed.
Our task is to find the non-violent ways in which power
can he transferred to the powerless — not in any desire
for the defeat or subjugation of the presently powerful,
hut in the true longing for a society in which equal dis-
tribution of powers \sill lead to peace and justice pre-
served in that creative tension which exists between con-
flicting interests of equal strength.

Port Elizabeth. March 14 1985
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