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of God bo th  men and  w om en  are em pow ered  for  responsibility  in society. Let 
the C hurch ,  in its liturgies, hym ns and serm ons,  take  this m ore  seriously th a t  we 
women m ay be m ore  fully em pow ered  to  share with men in serving G od  in 

society.

3 “To ride the Wind” — Women Empowered for Change
Sheena Duncan

Preface
R egarding w ords with sexist c o n n o ta t io n s  let me say th a t  I am  to o  old to  juggle 
with p ronouns.  I was b ro u g h t  up  on  His and H im  (in re la tion  to  God). 1 like the 
legal concept which says “unless o therwise stated H e  m eans She a lso .” 
Whenever I say he and his I m ean  also she and hers.

A nd a word to  the young  people. This is the In te rna t iona l  Year o f  Y ou th  and 
many of  them  feel th a t  possibly this conference shoulcThave been focussing on 
youth rather than  on  wom en. H ow ever 1985 is the end o f  the Decade o f  W om en ,  
and it has taken  the C hurch  ten years to  get as far as m aking wom en the them e of 
a conference like this. I hope  th a t  it will n o t  take  you ten years to  get your  
conference — otherwise you will be no  longer young. Y ou th  passes: being a 
wom an  does not. I hope  th a t  by the time you are no  longer young  sexism will be 
a thing of the past.

Thirdly, this is one o f  the m ost difficult speeches I have ever had to  m ake.  I 
was given three foolscap pages o f  instruc tions by the  com m ittee ,  a b o u t  being 
non-aggressive and un th rea ten ing  and not waving banners abou t anything. I 
must be discreet and unders ta te  o u r  case with  dignity, no t  go in to  it with o u r  
usual baggage abou t how m en regard us, tha t  I m us t  keep my c o o l . . .

It is sometimes very difficult to  keep y o u r  cool as a w om an .  In this w eek’s 
Sunday  T ribune there is a repor t  ab o u t  the 150th anniversary  of  the found ing  of 
D urban. In it we read, “ By 1835 there were ab o u t  30 male residents in the 
se ttlement. It is not know n  how  m any  females o r  black there were .’’ I sometim es 
th ink we have not moved very far from  th a t  time.

The Concept o f  Power
However the real p rob lem  for  me ab o u t  the them e o f  this conference is the 
concept of power. Justice and peace, f reedom  and dem ocracy  are not abou t 
power but abou t restra in t on  the exercise of  power, which needs to  be placed on 
the powerful. It is precisely because the pow er  o f  the state is unrestra ined tha t  
this country  is in the mess it is in at the m o m e n t  and  th a t  so m any  people are 
suffering, living their lives in fear, poverty and confusion.

It is men w ho have m ade the decisions that have taken  us so far  a long the  road 
to  destruction. T ha t  is not to  say tha t  w om en  in governm ent would necessarily
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have m a d e  a difference, h ad  they been compelled to  opera te  in the  existing 
s truc tu res  o f  power. W o m e n  in powerful positions in o ther  countries have  most 
o ften  co n fo rm ed  to  the m asculine p a t te rn s  and structures laid dow n in the past. 
I f  we are look ing  tow ards  a new society, one that conform s m ore closely to  
gospel teaching, we are no t  go ing to  reach it by means o f  piecemeal reform s to  
w ha t is inheren tly  evil bu t  only  by the  t ransfo rm at ion  o f  the way in which o u r  
society is ordered.

Militarisation
T h e  rapid  militarisation o f  this society is one o f  the most obvious sym ptom s o f  
the  abuse  o f  power. W hen M r P W  B o tha  became Prime Minister one o f  the very 
first things he did was to restruc ture  the executive a rm  o f  government and create 
a w hole  series o f  cabinet com m ittees  in each o f  which there is a military adviser. 
T h e  sen ior  cabine t co m m ittee  is the  N ationa l Security  C ouncil  com prising 
selected cab ine t m inisters plus all the  heads o f  the different arm s o f  the military 
a n d  police forces. T h a t  change in s truc tu re  has proved  to  be very im portan t.  
A fter  six years we arc realising tha t  we are governed in secret. W e do  not 
actually  know  w hat the military influence on political decisions is, yet there is 
very visible evidence o f  con tro l  by the  military in civilian situation* in this 
country.

T here  have been changes to  the Citizenship  Act to ensure that any white child 
b o rn  in this coun try  o f  foreign paren ts  is au tom atica lly  a S ou th  A frican citizen, 
an d  any  child com ing here with im m igran t parents  is au tom atica lly  a South  
African  citizen af ter  a certa in  period. Both changes ensure tha t m ore  white 
males can be conscripted into the arm y. We have also in the last few years seen 
the  conscr ip tion  o r  “ D a d 's  A rm y ” , tha t is the com pulsory  registration for 
military  service o f  all white males up  to  the-age o f  55. N ow  we are seeing, 
particularly  in the  Eastern  T ransvaal  and  the Eastern Cape, tha t these older 
men are being called up  to  do  du ty  in the black townships . W e now have 
ho rseback  c o m m an d o s ,  men called off  their  farms, a rm ed  with guns —  with 
how  know s what train ing — to  be part o f  the forces contro lling  the townships .

W e also know  a little o f  w hat the S A D F  is do ing  to  o u r  ne ighbours  in 
S ou thern  Africa. Pik B otha has recently confessed to  the support  for the M N R  
which S o u th  Africa ha,s been giving in its efTorts to  destabilise M ozam bique .  I 
suspect tha t in an o th e r  year’s time we’ll see ano ther  confession, “ in fact,  we had  
not s topped  but we are s topp ing  now ". We know  the sad sad  story o f  some 
60 000 refugees in the Eastern  T ransvaal,  fleeing from  M N R  atrocities in 
M o z am b iq u e  — even m ak ing  tha t terrible and  dange rous  journey  at night 
th ro u g h  the  K ruger  P ark  to  find refuge. Recently we saw on  television the 
S A D F  once m ore w ithdraw ing  from Angola where we had  been assured we 
were not fo r  the past year. A nd  only a short time later S ou th  African soldiers are 
caugh t m ak ing  a raid  on  C ab inda .

T h e  S A D F  is still in N am ib ia ,  an d  when is that agony o f  those people to  end?
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In L eso tho  there was a raid on  M aseru  and  the c l o s i i ^ ^ w h e  borders  to  m ake 
them  realise just how dependent they are on  their  powerful neighbour. A nd now 
we have had  the abho rrence  o f  the  raid on  G a b o r o n e  in which we took  o u r  
violence into that most peaceful o f  countries. It was a display o f  power and 
aggression which canno t be lo r  o u r  peace or  theirs.

In the last lew years we have seen the S A D F  m oving  into the area o f  civilian 
contro l within o u r  ow n country . Long  before S cbokeng  last year the arm y had 
been involved in setting up  ro ad  blocks on roads  in a n d  ou t o f  black townships.
T h e  official s ta tem en ts  usually said that “ police assisted by m em bers  of  the 
traffic police an d  the S A D F  set up  ro a d  b locks on  the ro a d  in to  S ow e to  last 
night in a no rm al  crim e prevention  exercise” , an d  we failed to notice at the time 
w hat was actually  happening .  W e really did not notice properly  until Sebokeng  
in O c to b e r  last year. S uddenly  in the d a rk  the to w nsh ip  was totally su r ro u n d e d  
by the army, and  police went from  d o o r  to doo r ,  searching every household  and 
d em an d in g  to see everybody’s papers. They arrested  people whose papers were 
not in o rd e r  and  put an indelible red dye on the palm s o f  the h ands  o f  those who 
were cleared to  leave the tow nship  and  go to  work.
H ere  is a field w orker’s report on  D uduza :

D u rin g  the early hours  o f  May 21 large convoys o f  rugged S A D F  and 
police vehicles occupied the township .  T h o u san d s  o f  police blocked the 
co rners  o f  every street w'hile o thers were conduc ting  house to  house raids 
in search o f  trouble-m akers .  T ro u b lem ak ers  were any boys over the age o f  
ten. W ord  from  residents had  earlier gone a ro u n d  the tow nship  warning 
o the rs  ab o u t  the im pending  raids, and  m any parents  as a result disguised 
the ir  sons as girls. M a n y  boys were assaulted  and  bundled into police 
vehicles, o the rs  w h o  a t tem p ted  to  run away were shot.

W hen  1 read  that it b ro u g h t  me o u t  in gooseflesh. W here do  w om en  have to 
disguise their  sons as girls in o rd e r  to  avoid their  being taken  in by the police? It *  
rem inds me o f  no th in g  so m uch  as the Nazi o ccupa t ion  o f  E u rope  where people 
were hiding Jewish people in the sam e kinds o f  ways.

Last week we received repor ts  ab o u t  T u m a h o le  tow nsh ip  at Parys in the 
O ra n g e  Free S tate  tha t explain a great deal ab o u t  what is happening. T he  
co m m u n i ty  has been organising  a ro u n d  issues such as rents and  abuse of  
a u th o r i ty  by the U rb a n  C ounc il  and  by the A dm in is tra t ion  Board. O ne  o f  the 
th ings they discovered was tha t for years the B oard  an d  the  Council  have forced 
g ro w n  up  sons an d  d augh te rs  still living with their  paren ts  to  take lodgers’ 
perm its .  In this way they have been able to  increase greatly the am oun t  having 
to  be paid  in rent.  W hen  the T u m a h o le  people discovered tha t  this is unlawful 
they collected m any o f  the  lodgers’ pe rm its  an d  took  them  to the T ow n  Clerk.
H e agreed that they had  been w rongly  dealt with and  said he would  investigate.

But before any progress was m ade  the  tow nsh ip  was su r rounded  by the arm y 
one m o rn in g  and  a house to  house search was carried out. People’s papers and
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passes were an d  if m oney was found  in the house it was taken  and
people were to ld ,  “ T h is  is to  pay the  lodgers’ permits which you have rctused to  
pay"  If  there was no  m oney  in the house som e people had  television s_ets packed 
up  and  taken  away. In o the r  w ords ,  w h e r e  people are seeking lawful ways of 

gaining redress they are prevented  from  doing  so. i

I t T h e a f m T t h e ' ‘police represent the  powerful in this country .  T h e  U itenhage 
shootings on the anniversary  o f  Sharpeville arc fresh in o u r  minds. So are the 
events at Regina M u n d i  last S u n d ay ,  Ju n e  16, when the police Wlth° ut 
p rovoca tion  s ta r ted  th row ing  teargas and  shoo ting  rubber  bullets. T h a t  k .nd  o 
beh av io u r  is caused by the ban  on o u td o o r  gatherings im posed since 1 9 7 6 That 
emergency b an  has gone on  and  on  and  on. A nd it is the reason why pol ce are 
able to use teargas and  rubber  bullets against people who arc com ing together to

express dissent but arc acting "illegally’’.
Between S ep tem ber  1984 and  April 1985 some 10 000 people were arrested

on  charges arising ou t o f  unrest in b lack  tow nships ,  m ost o f  them  on  charges; o f  
public violence. Any person w ho  goes to  a hospital to  seek t rea t™ " 1 
rem oval o f  a bullet o r  for  any w o u n d  susta ined in unrest action  is a u to m a t ica  y 
arrested . But even worse th a n  this. T here  is a move by the au ‘hor,tlcs to  *IV* 
focal pow ers  to  surroga te  authorities .  In  T h a b o n g  at W elkom  the M ^ c o u n e d  
has  em ployed  vigilantes w ho  are ro a m in g  the streets bea ting  up  people fo r  no  
r e a s o n  whatsoever. O ne  couple the Black Sash spoke to  was dragged out o f  the,r 
h o u s  at 9 o ’clock at night because they still had  their lights on  T h e  bea t ," 8 s a 
absolute ly  horrifying. W e have p h o to g rap h s  o f  the  m ost terribly lacerated and 
s w o l l e n  bodies  o f  you n g  p e o p l e  O n e  you n g  m an  has  died  an d  cha .ges  are bem g

' “ Local A u lho r i ty  policem en, em ployed  by the local black council are now 
being installed. T h e  first ba tch  was tra ined within three m on ths  and  is already in 
place and  the next b4 tch is a t present t ra in ing  in H am m an sk raa l .  These men are 
being pu t o n to  the  s treets  with a rm s  and  most inadequa te  training. W e are 
always being accused o f  co n d o n in g  b lack  on  black violence, but tha t  is in fact 

being encouraged  and  p ro m o te d  by the state.

Intolerable Violence . . .  .
W e have, o f  course , reached  the  s itua tion  where violence is no  longer all being
perpe tra ted  by the state. W e have lived th rough  a period when there have been 
eru p t io n s  o f  uncon tro l lab le  anger  an d  the k ind  o f  violence tha t  arises from 
d iso rder  an d  c o n f u s io n . . .  people th row ing  stones and  attacking other  people in 
a sp o n ta n e o u s  com bus tion  o f  rage. W hen  the law o f f e r s  no protec tion  as ,n 
T h a b o n g ,  with the police declining to  accept charges or. d t h c  police accept a 
charge the public p ro secu to r  declining to  prosecute, these e ruptions o f  anger 
are to  be expected. But I believe we are seeing som eth ing  tha t  is very m uch  m ore >7
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deliberate ,  a p a t te rn  o f  in tolerable violence tha t  is p lanned  beforehand. Attacks 
on people, their families and  their homes, m urders  o f  people. W e all know  abou t 
the  n u m b e r  o f  people being b u rn t  after being bea ten  to  death. These things 
ca n n o t  bring  abou t justice and  peace.

O rd in a ry  people in black com m unities  are b o u n d  in te rro r  o f  w hat each day 
m ay bring, and  again  it is the  w om en  w ho seem to  suffer the most. They are 
struggling to  protect their children, and  go to w ork  each day with a great burden 
o f  anxiety abou t  what is happen ing  at hom e as children boycott schools, 
o rganise  protests  o r  arc sought by gangs ben t on  lynching. N o t long ago 1 had a 
te lephone call f rom  a w o m a n  w ho  said, “ I d o n ’t know  w hat to  do. My son is 
being h un ted .”  She told me tha t the previous w eekend her son with three o f  his 
friends had  gone to  a funeral.  D uring  the course o f  the  day one o f  the men in that 
par ty  was s tabbed  to  dea th  —  n o  one know s exactly w hat happened  o r  why. 
N ow  the children from  the high school the  dead  boy a t tended  have declared 
their  in ten tion  o f  m u rd e r in g  the o ther  three. This  w o m an  said, “ W e canno t run 
away because we have now here  to  run to. A nd  if we run  we have to  com e back 
and  face it. We have got to  face it n o w .” 1 h ad  no th ing  to  say to  her  because 1 did 
n o t  know  w hat I w ou ld  d o  in a s ituation  in which my son was being hun ted  by a 
g ang  o f  young  people intent up o n  his dea th  and  I was not able to  go the the 
police a n d  ask for their protection . I d o n ’t th ink I would  have h ad  the courage to 
say, “ we have got to  face this now ".

Entrenching apartheid
As all orderliness d isappears  in m any black com m unities  all over S ou th  Africa 
the scene on the political front leaves little room  for encouragem ent o r  hope o f  
real change. S tate President B o th a ’s policy o f  reform is a new way o f  achieving 
the  same aim — the en trench ing  o f  apartheid .  He talks o f  giving black 
com m unities  au to n o m y  and  self-government in their ow n areas. W ha t  does this 
mean? It m eans hand ing  over to  selected black leaders real pow er  over the 
people they govern. In the hom elands  and  self-governing national states those in 
pow er  have legislative as well as administra tive powers. This  has serious 
im plications in regard  to  the distribution  o f  resources, for example pensions.

In the RSA 1984/5 budget only 8.8 percent o f  the to ta l budget was given to 
the  hom elands  where ha lf  o f  the black p opu la tion  live. T h e  hom elands are short 
o f  m oney  for everything including pensions. A person may legally be entitled to 
a pension  and  m ay even go to cour t  to  get a pension paid. But we know tha t in 
K w aZ u lu  every tim e a person in the D u rb a n  area wins their right to  a pension 
som e o th e r  old lady away from  sources o f  assistance is going to  wait a year 
longer for her  pension. It has got to  the point where this legislative process is 
push ing  the K w aZ u lu  governm ent into a corner.  They can either change the law 
and  m ake a pension a privilege not a r ight,  o r  they can reduce the level Irom R75 
per  m o n th  to  som e th ing  very m uch  less so tha t they can pay a pension to  
everyone w ho  qualifies. In three o f  the  independent ban tus tans  the pension is
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R40 per  m o n t f r lm d  in the  T ranske i  R 49 per m onth .  Will pensioners in self 
governing nat ional  states be any better  off  th a n  those w ho are now  foreigners?

T h e  governm en t is pu rsu ing  the  sam e policy in regard to  u rb an  communities.
T he  new Black Local A uthorities  are given power to  allocate resources bu t  so far 
not been given suitable  f inancial p rovis ion to  enable them  to  fulfil their 
obligations. T he  Councils  are to  con tro l  sites and  the al location  of  housing, 
trad ing  licences and  business premises. Because resources are scarce there is a 
widespread co rrup tion .  W h a t  counts  is money, money to  pay bribes and 
m anipu la te  the  system. T he  governm ent aims to  create and co-opt an u rban  
m iddle class and  is hav ing  a m easure  o f  success. 1 know  th a t  often in revolutions 
political leadership  com es o u t  o f  the  m iddle  class. But w hat is happen ing  right 
now in o u r  u rb a n  com m unities  is tha t  the pow er o f  m oney is being dem onstra ted
and the p oo r  are getting squeezed on  every side. |

P ow er  is being centralised  in the  h ands  of  the S ta te  Presiden t and  his cabinet,  
provincial councils are to  be abolished next year and  regional services councils 
be set up. These will no t  be dec is ion-m aking  bodies bu t will deal with the 
provision of  water,  electricity, sewerage, etc. R epresen ta tion  on  them  will be 
according to  the financial con tr ibu t ion  of  the local au thori ty  concerned, so 
pow er will rem ain  in the  h ands  of  white people. This  w hole new system has been 
lauded in the press because these councils will be multi-racial bodies. W ha t  it 
really means is illustrated by the  effects on  hospitals in Johannesburg .  A t present 
the University o f  the W itw ate rs rand  M edical School has five teaching hospitals.
O f  these the J o h a n n e sb u rg  H osp ita l  is to  becom e a W hite  own-affair, 
Coronationville  C o lou red  own-affair; B aragw anath  will be a general affair 
because it is a black hospital,  so  to o  the Hillbrow Hospita l,  bu t  a  72-bed unit is 
being set aside for Ind ian  people and  will become an  Indian  own-afTair.

F orced  R em ovals  .
The reprieve o f  u rb a n  com m unities  scheduled for removal is very very 

welcome B U T  T. . like the  people of  H u h u d i  they will have to  develop within 
their  existing boundar ies ,  and  those  w ho  canno t be accom m odated  will be 
forced to  m ove to  a hom eland  town. T h e  official announcem ent o f  the  reprieve 
listed tow nsh ips  like Lam ontville  w hich  were no t going to  be physically 
rem oved, b u t  instead be incorpora ted  into K w aZulu; so it gave a false 
impression. A nd official s ta tem ents  a b o u t  “black spo ts” have recently been 
contrad ic tory .  T he  people at M a th o p es tad  do  not know  w hat is to  happen  to  
them , and  at R o o ig ro n d  at this very time people are being moved for a second 
time. They were evicted f rom  their  farm s in the P otchefs troom  area  in 1972, and > >  
are now being m oved again  by the B ophu ta tsw ana  government. In the north-  —  
eastern  T ransvaa l  N o r th  S o th o  and  S h angaan  people, who lived together 
peacefully for generations, are now fighting over scarce resources because the 
R S A  governm ent in “conso lida ting" L ebow a and G azanku lu  are d raw ing  lines 
on m aps and moving people abou t accord ing  to  their ethnic policy. Dispossessed
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people from  farms are m oving into O nverw acht in the O range  Free S tate  and 
into the new resettlement at W aaihoek  near Ladysm ith  Natal. S o  there is no  real 
change in the removals policy.

Citizenship
T he dena tionalisa tion  policy took  away the S ou th  African citizenship o f  over 
eight million black S o u th  Africans between 1976 and 1981. T here  is m uch  talk 
ab o u t  ‘re th ink ing  citizensh ip” but tha t talk has been going on  for  years, and  is 
likely to  offer relief only to people who live outside b an tu s ta n  borders.  And 
churches  ca n n o t  to le ra te  any artificial wedge being driven between S ou th  
Africans w ho live inside and S o u th  Africans w ho live outside bantustans.

Influx Control
We are to ld  tha t influx con tro l  has been significantly relaxed but in fact mobility 
and  preferential access has been given to people already in u rban  areas, They 
can  enjoy grea ter  f reedom  o f  m ovem ent,  but people in the rural areas are yet 
m ore  severely excluded. T he ir  poverty and  desperation  can only increase. In 
C a p e  T o w n  inllux contro l seems to  have b roken  down completely, due to the 
resis tance o f  the people and  particularly  o f  the w om en w ho  cam e f ro m T ran sk e i  
a n d  Ciskei to  C a p e  T o w n  to jo in  their  husbands  an d  refused to  go. T hey  have 
been  th ro u g h  years o f  un im aginable  suffering, o f  having their shacks and  
plastics to rn  away, leaving them  and  their children exposed to  the elements. 
A n d  always they erect their  shelters again. I believe they are  an  exam ple  an d  an 
inspira tion  to  all o f  us as to  w hat the power o f  people can achieve.

Repeal of Mixed M arriages Act
T h e  new cons ti tu t ion  is entirely based on the Popu la tion  Registration Act which 
divides all S ou th  Africans into racial groups,  w ho  then  are assigned to  racial 
G r o u p  Areas. T h e  repeal o f  the  Mixed M arriages Act has been hailed as an 
exam ple  o f  reform . But D epu ty  Minister Badenhorst o f  Consti tu tional  
P lanning  and  D evelopm ent was at pains to explain tha t  this d id  no t  in any way 
change  the a p a r th e id  s tructure .  II as a while person  you  m arry  a  person o f  
a n o th e r  race you are fo r  purposes  o f  residence deem ed to  be o the r  tha t  o ther  
race. If  you w an ted  to  live with a ‘c o lo u re d ’ spouse in a white g ro u p  area you 
would  bo th  have to have permits to  do  so. However, for purposes o f  the  vote 
each  p a r tn e r  reta ins h i s /h e r  racial identity as far as central governm ent is 
concerned: m unicipal votes would however be affected. Children o f  a mixed 
w h ite - 'co loured ' m arriage will be classified as C ape C o lou red  ( there are 
“ political ob jections to  the term  ‘o ther  co loured’ ” ).

A Sign of Hope
O ne  o f  the  signs o f  hope  in this depressing s ituation  is the spirit o f  the  w om en  of  
E kuvuken i ,  a resettlement cam p  in the Ladysm ith  Natal district. It is a  place o f  
abject pover ty ,  w ith  m os t  o f  the  m en except the aged being aw ay as m igran t

22

f

workers . F o r  cue people w ho  live there it is an  entirely hostile env ironm ent,  and  
yet there is such cou rage  an d  hope. Those w om en  are dispossessed and  
a b a n d o n e d  an d  it is a p lace o f  despair ,  yet when D r  K istner  an d  I left they sang 
to  us the Magnificat. T h in k  o f  those words:

My soul p rocla im s the  greatness o f  the  Lord ,  my spirit rejoices in G o d  my 
S av iou r  fo r  he has looked  with favour  on  his lowly servant.  F ro m  this day 
all generations shall call me blessed. He has mercy on them w ho fear him 
in every generation . H e has show n the s trength o f  his a rm , he has scattered 
the p ro u d  in their conceit, he has cast dow n the mighty  from  their  th rones 
an d  has lifted up  the lowly. H e  has filled the hungry  with good  things and  
the rich he has sent em pty  aw ay . . .

Church Structures
W hy is it tha t  the church  has refused to  recognise wom en as a pow er for change? 
W h o  are the majority  in o u r  church pews every Sunday? Look a ro u n d  today. 
A lm ost all the delegates f rom  the churches an d  regional councils are  men. 
T here fo re  it is men w ho  will be m ak in g  the decisions at this conference. 
W hatever happened  to  last year 's  resolution ab o u t  the representation  o f  wom en 
at this conference? It was agreed “ in principle” , and  if ever churches d o  not want 
to  do  som eth ing  ab o u t  an  issue they accept a resolution in principle and  do  not 
deal with the actual w ords o f  it.

W hy  is it th a t  so m any  w om en  w ork ing  in the churches and  the councils feel 
entirely frustra ted? W hy d o  so m any  w om en  give u p  trying to  work for change 
w ith in  the  church? F o r  years I have w orked  with the Black Sash, a  w om en  only 
organisa tion .  It is h a rd  to  convey to  you  how  liberating it has been to  w ork  with 
w om en. I f  som eth ing  has to  be done  we do  it, and  there a re n ’t any m en sitting 
there saying they d o n ’t agree with o u r  consitu tion  o r  raising queries. W e can do  
w hat needs to  be d o n e  w ith o u t  wait ing  for next year’s conference. I d o n ’t know  
w hat is the m a t ^ r  with s tructures  when m en get involved. W hy, when we know  
th a t  to  un leash  the energy o f  w o m en  w ould  speed the  process o f  change to  such 
an  extent th a t  we m ight even hope  to  experience justice and  peace in o u r  life 
time, why do  we con t inue  to  ignore them , to  sit on  them , to  keep them  firmly in 
their place?

W hy are those M a n y a n o  w om en, the M othe rs ’ Unions, the church w om en’s 
groups,  still confined to  cleaning the brass, ironing the linen and  raising the 
money? W hat w ould  you actually d o  if we withheld the money? In the church, as 
in society in general, contro l over decisions abou t spending money is where the 
pow er lies. It has been suggested tha t w om en  should  hold the money they have 
collected an d  say, “ we will pay it ou t  to  you when you present to  us projects tha t 
we consider w orth  funding” .

P ar t  o f  o u r  p rob lem  seems to  be with church structures. W e have inherited 
whole unwieldy establishm ents an d  bureaucracies and  canno t w ork  for change 
because we have to  devote all o u r  time an d  energy fighting th ro u g h  loads o f
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. . men will be making the decisions at this conference . .. Whatever happened to 
last year's resolution about the representation o f women at this conference?' 
S h e e n a  D u n c a n ,  n a t i o n a l  p r e s id e n t  o f  B lack  S a s h ,  giving k e y n o te  a d d r e s s

24

cotton  wool, n r e  chu rch  has fo r  to o  long been identified with the pow er  o f  the 
sta te  —  elsewhere as well as in S o u th  Africa. I t  is always m ore  like the chu rch  o f  
G o d  where it is oppressed.  A re  ministers o f  the church servants o r  princes o f  the 
world? O n e  has on ly  to  experience the  en th ronem en t  o f  an  Anglican b ishop  to 
un d ers ta n d  the  o u td a te d  baggage we carry  a ro u n d  with us. It is a very beautifu l 
liturgy bu t it has  no th ing  to  d o  with the  Suffering Servant.

A n o th e r  p a r t  o f  the p rob lem  is tha t  w om en  have not claimed their  rightful 
place a m o n g  the people o f  G o d .  F ro m  S unday  school upw ards  girls an d  wom en 
are cond it ioned  to  accept their  subo rd ina t ion .  Look  at the story o f  the Nativity. 
We are taugh t  ab o u t  the strength  o f  Jo se p h  in accepting G o d ’s instructions. We 
are taugh t ab o u t  the Virgin M o th e r ’s purity  and  goodness but no th ing  ab o u t  the 
en o rm o u s  strength  which m ust have been hers. She carried tha t  baby in a society 
which w ould  have believed it to  be illegitimate, a m atte r  for rebuke, ostracism 
and  no  d o u b t  church  discipline. She and  Elizabeth must have suffered most 
terribly, the one from  ridicule a n d  r ibald  jokes,  the  o the r  from  the  rep roach  and  
ju d g m e n t  o f  the society. I have never h ea rd  a se rm on  p reached  ab o u t  their 
strength, only ab o u t  their  obedience.

H ow ever  I th ink  the p rob lem  lies mainly  with the  concept o f  power. The 
church  reflects to o  closely the  s tructures  o f  society and  the struggle for pow er  in 
society, which is w ha t  polit ical conflict is all abou t .  Bishop G odfrey  Ashby 
expressed it well in a recent article in the Anglican new spaper  Seek, when he 
wrote tha t the  struggle for the o rd ina t ion  o f  w om en  was not abou t o rd ina t ion  at 
all, b u t  a struggle for  leadership. I f  th a t  is how  o u r  b ro thers  unders tand  
w o m en ’s challenge to  the  ch u rch  it is n o t  surpris ing  they w ant to  con t inue  to  sit 
on  us. W o m e n  do  n o t w an t  to  g ra b  pow er  in existing church  s tructures. W e are 
not seeking posit ions o f  pow er  in the places where you sit. We d o  want to  be 
recognised as co -c rea to rs  o f  s truc tu res  w hich will reflect the true na tu re  o f  the 
church  an d  which will no t  be as con fo rm ed  to  the world as they are at present.

O n e  o f  the  tragedies o f  o u r  p resen t s i tua tion  is the way in w hich the church  is 
so often  a b lock  to  the  em pow er ing  o f  the  powerless to  change their  ow n 
situations. T o o  often  people in u rb a n  centres as well as in rural communities 
com pla in  tha t chu rch  ministers arc pa r t  o f  the problem , tha t the local priest is so 
protective o f  his ow n au th o r i ty  th a t  he d iscourages lay initiatives, that ministers 
seek to identify with those in au tho r i ty  ra the r  than with those w ho are governed. 
A nd  it is w om en  w h o A re  the  m ost  oppressed  in this way. They are virtually 
excluded from  exercising a real ministry in m any places.

I th ink  tha t what we are asking from  you is tha t you should recognise tha t 
w om en  can also be em pow ered  for  change. T h e  Holy Spirit does not com e only 
on men. W e w om en  are no t  em pow ered  only for meekness, for barren  
obedience to  you r  decisions. C h u rch  s tructures must not continue to  dam p en  
and  squash  the  en thus iasm  an d  the  insp ira tion  o f  wom en. W e ask you  to  
remove the bits an d  bridles you  have imposed on us. Lord  M alvern  once
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described the  short-lived F edera t ion  o f  Rhodesia  and  N yasa land  as like the 
par tne rsh ip  between a horse and  its rider. G uess  w ho  was the horse? T h e  church 
is too  m uch  like tha t.  W e w om en  are n o t  go ing to  be y o u r  horse  any  longer. W e 
are going to  ride the wind with you in the pow er  o f  the Spirit.  Together  we will 
see the new heaven and  the  new earth . G o d  will dwell am ongs t  his people. H e  
will wipe away every tear f rom their  eyes: there shall b e a n  end to  m o u rn in g  and  
crying and  pnin. T he  old o rd e r  will pass aw ay for he will m ake  all things new. 
We w ant to be used by G o d  with you in tha t  c reation .  F o r  His is the pow er,  the 
k ingdom  and the glory. Amen.

Questionnaire

Following Sheena D u n c a n ’s address  a d o cum en t  was distributed  to  the 
delegates. It con ta ined  a resolution  from  the 1984 national conference and 
questions regarding its im plem entation .

The  1984 N ational  Conference o f  the S A C C  accepted in principle the 
following resolution: 0

The Conference
1. believes tha t there are com peten t  and  willing w om en within the ranks o f  the 

churches w ho can  m a k e  a creative and  vital con tr ibu tion  to  the life o f  the 
church;

2. d raw s  the a t ten t ion  o f  its m em ber  churches to  its decision tha t in 1985 the 
National C onference will have a focus on wom en;
therefore

3. urges all m em ber  churches to  see tha t  w om en  are fairly and  adequately  
represented  in the ir  delega tions to  tha t  conference and  to  all future 
conferences.

Questions
1. H ow  does y ou r  church  appo in t  delegates to  this conference?
2. W hat is the m ale /fem ale  ratio  o f  tha t electing body?
3. W h o  elects o r  appoin ts  tha t  body?
4. As most congragations  have m ore  w om en  than  men in the pews w hat is the 

reason  that y ou r  church  s tructures  arc dom in a te d  by males f rom  parish level 
to  the top?

5. C o u ld  y ou r  church  change its s truc tu res  sufficiently and  in time to  fulfil the 
conference resolution for fairer and  m ore adequate  representation?

6. W ou ld  you r  church  have to  change its legislation in o rder  to  do  this, for 
example its canons, constitu t ion ,  s tanding  orders?

7. D o  you th ink your church  would  be p repared  to  hasten the process o f  equal 
representation by m aking  legislative changes?

8. T h e  church  cons tan t ly  calls on  the s tate to  b ring  ab o u t  social, econom ic  and  
political justice. It it possible for the church  to  call on  o thers  to  b ring  abou t 
justice if it is not prepared to  face the  same challenge for its ow n structures? If
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your  answer is No, w hat should  you r  ch u rch ’s alternative be?
9. W ould  you , as a  full m e m b er  in good s tanding  with your  church ,  be prepared 

to  su p p o r t  and  w ork  for  the  changes tha t  will be required in y o u r  ch u rc h ’s 
s tructures to  bring  ab o u t  equal representation for w om en  at all levels?

N o  fo rm a l analysis was m ade  o f  replies as the ques tions were in tended  to  
stim ulate  reflection and analysis am o n g  the delegates. H ow ever they could serve 
as a basis fo r  such reflection and analysis in local churches and regional church 
bodies, for w ithou t such activity there is unlikely to  be any significant difference 
in the m ale/fem ale  ratio  of  delegates to  the 1986 and future conferences.

4 Let Me Speak
Panellists present the experiences and  views o f  W om en  

in Industry, Black T ow nships and w ar-torn  N am ibia

Mrs Leah Tutu: Introduction
I m us t  first tell you  th a t  we had a te lephone  call at 2 o ’clock this m o rn in g  to  
announce  th a t  Bishop S im eon  N k o a n e ’s house (in K w aT h em a township ,  
Springs) was bom bed  at ab o u t  1.00 a.m. He escaped being shot when he opened 
a w indow  to look and  two men in balaclavas fired at him but missed. He is really 
lucky to  be alive. I share  this with you  because m any o f  you  know  Bishop 
Nkoane .

I feel particularly  h onoured  by the  invitation to  chair  the panel this morning.
T here  is no  d o u b t  w hatsoever  th a t  w om en  have been a p ow er  for change. The 
S crip tures  p rove th a t  w om en  can  change sadness into jo y  and joy  in to  sadness, 
as we are to ld  so often in tha t  lesson ab o u t  the garden o f  Eden where th a t  loyal 
p a r tn e r  lost n o  tim e in dec laring  he was no t guilty th ro u g h  the  w ords, “the 
w o m a n  you  gave me, Lord  . . But  o u r  fathers in Christ su rround ing  us today  
are in business, and we ourselves are gathered here today, because of  the power 
fo r  change  o f  th a t  o th e r  w o m an ,  w ho changed the  face o f  the earth  with those  
w ords, “ Behold, the handm aid  o f  the L o rd .”
(Talk ing  o f ‘h a n d m a id ’ I m ust tell you I always wondered what tha t  word m eant,  
b u t  I was n o t  going to  show  m y ignorance by asking people. S o  I had  m y ow n 
in te rpre ta t ion  o f  it. W hen I started reading m ore English and finding tha t  there 
are  th ings th a t  are h a n d m a d e  and th a t  h an d m ad e  things are of  value , . . 
( laugh ter)  I like to  th ink  th a t  the  h an d m aid  o f  the Lord was h an d m ad e  by the 
Lord .)

. W e have in the  panel w om en  whose place is kitchen, o f  course ,  b u t  the ir  v w  
kitchens have do o rs  which lead them  ou t o f  the kitchen and back in to  it — unlike 
the  co rr ido rs  o f  pow er  where their  spouses are, which have no  d o o rs  leading to  ^  
kitchens. T hese  w om en  com e ou t o f  the kitchen and go to  the co rr idors  o f  pow er  r-~- 
when needed, and then go back to  the kitchen. They are w om en  w ho  have
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