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2 1st  June, 1927.

Mrs. E . L ew is ,
26 , Lock Avenue, 
Parktown ¥ e s t ,  
Johannesburg1:, S .Af r i c a .

Dear Mrs. L ew is ,

I now tak e  the  o p p o r tu n ity to  r e p ly  t o  your l e t t e r  o f  May 2nd, 
which came through  Miss V«T. H o ltb y .  As you r i g h t l y  su gg ested  in  the 
l e t t e r  I have made i t  a p o in t  t o  read  i t  over  and over  a g a in .  When 
p e r p le x in g  q u e s t io n s  c o n fr o n t  me, I  have lo o k e d  f o r  r e fu g e  t o  your 
a d v i c e .  On one o c c a s io n  I was s t r o n g ly  tempted at Geneva, and t h i s  
tem p ta tion  came as a r e s u l t  o f  p r o v o c a t io n  from  the South A fr i c a n  
Government’ s d e l e g a t e s ,  who, as I  in form ed you in  my p r e v io u s  
l e t t e r ,  t r i e d  t o  oppose me and t o  d i s c r e d i t  me p e r s o n a l l y .  I a l -  
most f e l t  t o  launch  out a cou n ter  o u tb u rs t  a g a in s t t h e i r  i n s id i o u s  
propaganda, but you r  a d v ic e  overwhelmed me a t  the  moment. I  e x 
e r c i s e d  the q u c l i t i e s o f  a sta tesm an , and e v e n tu a l ly  I won a g a in st  
the f o r c e s  o f  r e a c t i o n .

-  —  - - — „ “ : ’ “  i- I  r e a l i s e  that you l o s e  
e v e ry th in g  and g a in  n o th in g ,  by j o i n i n g  in  subh work as th a t  o r 
g a n ised  by the  I . L . P .  h ere  in  London. I t  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  t ru e  that 
you have a l ie n a t e d  many S .A fr i c a n  f r i e n d s  by open ly  su p p o r t in g  b oth  
n y s e l f  and the  I .C .U .  but you know as w e l l  as  I do th a t  your e f f o r t s  
and th ose  o f  b o th  Mrs.MabelPalmei^and Miss H o ltb y ,  are  o f  such 
paramount im portance t o  humanity tha t  f u t u r ^ h is t o r ia n s  o f  f i f r i c a n  
Trade Unionism are  bound t o  r e c o r d  v*ith adm irable  p r i d e .  I  do 
not r e q u ir e  t o  f l a  t e r  anyone, but I  cannot h e lp  m ention ing  that 
you r work i s  s im i la r  t  o th a t  o f  B ishop  W i l b e r f o r c e ,  the S a in t ,  
who, w h ile  the B r i t i s h  N ation  thought th a t  the time had not a r r iv e d  
fou gh t in  and out o f  season  f o r  the a b o l i t i o n o f  s la v e r y  in  the 
Empire. T o -d a y ,  we honour h i s  name. I t  i s  s a id  th at  p u b l i c  
o p in io n  i s  not ready  in  S .A f r i c a  to  g iv e  th e  b la c k  man h i s  f a i r  
due, but you and Mrs.Palmer and o th e rs  a re  endeavou ring  t o  edu
ca te  S .A f r i c a  th a t  she cou ld  not p reven t  the  r i s e  o f  A f r i c a n  Trade 
Unionism. MTj p e o p le  a p p r e c ia t e  and acknow ledge w ith  g r a t i t u d e  
your endeavou rs .

I e n c lo s e  h erew ith  an e x t r a c t  from  a Swedish pape . f o r  your i n 
fo rm a tio n ,  a l s o  a copy  o  ̂ statem ent I  subm itte  d t o  th e  B r i t i s h  
Trade Union C ongress G eneral C o u n c i l .  I  hope t o  g e t  your o p in io n  
on b o th .

T7ith regard  t o  ray work a t  Geneva I  e n c lo s e  a copy o f  a 
l e t t e r  ad dressed  to  the  P o l i t i c a l  S e c r e ta r y  o f  the I . L . P .  by a

le a d in g  . . . . .

N o  V
COPY.

'  / •



I  re tu rn e d  t o  L0ndon la s t  week and was warmly 
welcomed by the  I . L . P .  M iss H o ltb y  and o t h e r s .  My p r o 
gramme c o v e rs  the  whole o f  the  U nited  Kingdom and t h i s  t o  
he taken w ith in  s i x  weekt>. I  am f e a r f u l l y  busy w ith  in t e r  
v ie w s .

W ith s in c e r e  good  w ish e s ,  

Yours v e r y  t r u l y ,

(S ig n e d )  S L ^ S KTS K' .DALI ...



6a , Nevern Place,

Earl, s Court, S .77,5. 

January 29th, 1930.

v*G. Ballinger, Esq.,
26, Loch avenue,
Park Town, Johannesburg.

Dear Mr* Ballinger,

I am aendlng this letter to Johannesburg because I do not quite 
know where you will be t present* I wanted to tell you that last 
Wednesday I wee invited by Mr. A,V. Murray of the Training School 
of the Selly Oak Colleges, down to Birmingham to speak about the 
I.C.TJ. This was the result of a letter that I had written to the 
’Manchester Guardian'. I went to Firoroft and met there its Warden 
Mr. .V. .  Lee; he told rae that in 1928 he corresponded with Kadalie 
whom he had met while he was over here in England, nti that his 
Committee at that time ha<3 offered two bursaries, together with free 
tuition and board, to two young African members of the I.C .U* for 
one year each. The idea arose out of the conversation he had with 
Kadalie in which Kadalie explained how difficult it was to find 
officials for the Trade Union with adequate training and education. 
The Fircroft Committee decided that the College was founded to give 
every kind of assistance in helpin to train leaders among working 
men. The original negotiations got as far as the offer xvhich you 
will see in the correspondence I am enclosing, but owing to Kadalie’ s 
retirement nothing further was done. ifter my visit, Mr. Lee said 
that the offer could be reopened if suitable men could be found.
You will see that the original suggestion was that students would be 
of no leas than the English Matriculation standard, but I pointed 
out that it was probably very difficult owing bo the standard of 
Native Education to expect thia standard from the kind of young men 
who could benefit themselves from a year*s viait to England, Mr, 
Victor Murray who had just published a book on lativa Education in 
Africa, "The School in the Bush", bore rae out in this, 30 Mr. Lee 
gave way, and said that i f  you could find two men whose ability 
to profit from a year’ s general training in economics ar other such 
subjects, is vouched for by Howard Pyra, Professor Macmillan, Dr. 
Brooks or other men of their standard known to us here in England, 
that the Committee would accept them instead of the matriculation 
standard. Plans to be ta’cen now seems to me to be:

1) That you should recormend if  you know of any two such men, 
who have been working with you in the I ,C ,U . and who you think would 
profit by a year*a education in England.

2) That we should then start to work to try and raise their 
passage money and a certain sum for use during the vacations, as well



/

as the £10. per student for Incidental expenses which Mr* Lee 
mentiones in his letter. This would he easier if wr> had definite 
circumstances in view, as I could then go to the Society of Friends 
and possibly Eoden Buxton, and do what I can to beg for money.

3) We should h ve to make arrangements for accomodation during 
the two vacations. Mr. Lee was strongly of the opinion that It
would be a very good thing if  I could arrange with Oreoeh Jones for 
some of this time to be spent in the office of an English Trade 
Union so that the young men would see a certain amount of practical 
training of Trade Union method s.

I talked to several of the students at Fircroft, including a 
mining union organiser from Durhnra and another young miner from 
North Wales, and they seemed to think that, if  the Tra^e Union 
would give leave for the young men to apand a certain amount o ’ 
time in their offices, acoomodation, and possibly hospitality, could 
even be o "fered them in the homes of sorae of the local members of 
the Union.

I think the first thing I want to know though, is whether you 
can recommend two such young men, who would be willing to spend 
a  year in England. I an enclosing all the rjarticulars and after 
I hear from you I will go ahead and see what"we can do to fulfil 
the necessary conditions at t is end. I imagine that th? course 
would start from September next, for one year. I was delighted 
with Fircroft, the whole atmosphere of the place was delightful, and 
I enjoyed lunching with the men and talking to them. Perhaps you 
will let me kmm about the whole scheme.

With all good wishes,
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR I.C.U. 
STUDENTS.

T W O  N ATIVES T O  RECEIVE 
TRA IN IN G  IN BRITAIN.

_________  i

JOHANNESBURG, Thursday.
Two members o f the Industrial and 

Commercial Workers’ Union of Africa have 
been awarded student scholarships for 
training a t ' Fircroft College, BournviUe, 
and will leave soon for England.

They are Alex Hlubi, a Swazi, and 
Modiakgotla, a Thaba N ’Chu native, and 
son of Conan Doyle Modfkkgotla, research 
and complaints secretary to the I.C.U 
Both students will study trade union law. 
and will be away for about a year.

Next year it is hoped that five natives 
will be sent to the Danish College at 
Elsinore.—Renter.
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RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE FOR T H E  H IG H E R

EDUCATION OF WORKING MEN.

FIRCROFT.
Founded 1909.

Telephone: 116 Selly Oak.
Telegrams:

“ F i r c r o f t , B o u r n v i l l b . ”

FIRCROFT,
BOURNVILLE,

BIRMINGHAM.

August 15th, 193°

Miss W. Holtby,
19 Glebe Place,
Chelsea. S .W .3 .

Dear Miss Holtby,

Very many thanks for your letter of Aug. 13th. It 
is extremely good of you to take so much trouble about 
these African students and we appreciate the fact that 
you are doing it without obligation and only because of your 
keen interest in the South African problem. Sometimes we 
may have sounded a little impatient about the arrangements 
and we ask you to accept our apologies if this has been 
so. *ou will agree, however, that the standard of business 
conducted from the African end has not been a very high 
one and we shall try to impress upon the students here the 
necessity for prompt and efficient handling of business 
affairs in their Organisation. We note that you will send 
us the sum of £55 toward the fees when required and we shall 
be glad to receive this as soon as convenient to you by 
cheque made payable to Fircroft.

We note that you will be away from August 22nd to 
September 15th but if any difficulty arises in your absence 
we will coirmunicate with Mr. Noble.

Hoping that you will have a pleasant trip abroad and 
with kind regards.

Yours sincerely

Bursar



FIRCROFT.
Founded 1909.

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE FOR THE HIGHER 
--------- EDUCATION OF WORKING MEN.----------

Recognized by the Board of Education.

FIRCROFT,
BOURNVILLE,

BIRMINGHAM.

O ctober 17th , 1^30.

Miss W. H oltb y ,
19 Glebe P la c e ,
C h elsea . S.W.3*
Dear Miss H oltb y ,

We are g la d  to  t e l l  you th at A lex  Hlubi has a r r iv e d  
here s a f e l y .  One o f  our stu den ts  met him at the S ta t io n  
and brought him ou t . We are im pressed  a lre a d y  by h is  
p e r s o h a l i t y  and f e e l  sure that he w i l l  s e t t l e  h a p p i ly .

I t  seems e x t r a o r d in a r y  th a t  you shou ld  have had to  
go to  such tro u b le  about g e t t i n g  p e rm iss io n  f o r  him to  
remain here aibd a ls o  to  lodge money as a guarantee f o r  
h i s  re tu rn . P rob a b ly  you are s a t i s f i e d  that t h i s  s o r t  
o f  th in g  cannot be a v o id e d .b u t  we shou ld  be v ery  g la d  
to use any in f lu e n c e  we can he r e ,  i f  you wish i t ,  to 
secure some change, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  in  the system which 
makes these r e s t r i c t i o n s  p o s s i b l e .

We shou ld  again  l ik e  to  thank you f o r  a l l  th at  you 
have done to  s e t t l e  the a f f a i r s  o f  H lubi.

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

B u rsa r .



FIRCROFT. Telephone: 116 Selly Oak.
Telegrams:

“  F i r c r o f t , B o u r n v i l l e . ”

Founded 1909.

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE FOR T H E  H IG H E R  

---------EDUCATION OF WORKING M E N .----------

Recognized by the Hoard o f Education.

FIRCROFT,
BOURNVILLE,

BIRMINGHAM.

February 7th, 1931*

Miss W. Holtby,
19 (Jlebe Place,

Chelsea. S .W .3 ;

Dear Miss Holtby,

Many thanks for your letter about Hlubi. He spoke 

to me two or three days ago and I intended to write to 

you.
I cannot promise that he w ill  be accepted for another 

year at Fircroft,. His application w ill  have to be considered 
by a committee. Hor is it certain that there w ill be Bursary 
help for him. As Modiakgotla did not turn.i*EL, the £$0  
which you got from Mr. Buxton /^m ^£<!M aPf#n!Tl?ubi’ s bursary, 

and the bursary which was available for a second South 
African went to a German student.

I confess I have not been quite certain of the wisdom 
of keeping Hlubi for another year in England. He is a man 
of excellent character and gets on very well with everybody 
else . He'works hard and he is modes'^. But he has the idea 

•v j|n his head of keeping long enough in England to take a
degree. He seems confident he can do it in about 4 years.

... I can't be certain. In  some respects he is very backward.
It  is largely a question of a very limited experience rather 
than lack of mental capacity, and he has certainly increased 
the rsnge of his  vocabulary a great deal. Do you think it 
would be a good thing for him to stop at FTrcrotT I'of arm the r 

ye^- - ^p^t'TTbm  the question of preparing nTnPTTrr1 a University?

I wish Mr. Ballinger had not remained silent. I don’ t know

how far-Hlubi f 8 period i.rt.JL&gland w ill  help him—ID gyt“"fihy
sort of p o a l t ^ n 4 A ** — sponsibility
ctar 01 tCTIe other, and I .think that Hlubi feels that the
I .C .U .  is not interested in him, though he is anxious to give
his services to the Union in a well qualified  capacity.

I think it would be wpll  worth while for Hlubi to v isit

P . T . O .



Durham in the Easter vacation. He will get introductions 
to Trade Upion leaders.

Yours sincerely,

VsuW- ,V *
< 1 

Warden.

^ ^  CjAajL. V»-*. <£L*—C. */t (X3fcV V3  c U A ^ v v  M J y ^

Ckk^rc* <X>v<fVt*jLr tv^A<jL^



Fet>. 9th  1931

Dear ftr H lu b i ,

I have Just had a l e t t e r  from !lr  Howard Pirn, the 
ch a r te re d  accou n ta n t  In charge o f  the I .C .U .  f i n a n c e s ,  e n c lo s in g  
one from Ur B a l l in r e r  c o n ce rn in g  you r  ap- l i c a t i o n .  They "both s tra n g l;  
a d v ise  you to  re tu rn  to  South A f r i c a  as arranged a t  the end o f  the 
summer term. They say you are b a d ly  needed  th e r e ,  and th at though 
you would have a very  good  time h ere  i f  you s ta y ed  to  do u n iv e r s i t y  
worts, they cannot a d v ise  us to  g iv e  you fu r t h e r  as is tan fce  to  rsa& la 
when you are  ea b a d ly  needed  out there*

I  an a f r a id  th a t  t h i s  w i l l  d i s a p p o in t  y o u ,  and o f  courr 
you nust  do as you wish# * f  you can r a i s e  money through y o u r  fathez 
churcfe o r  o th e r w is e ,  to s ta y  f o r  one more y e a r ,  you can do s o ,  p ro 
v id e d  th a t  the 'Yardon r cco n te n d s  y ou r  a p p l i c a t io n *  But w ith  t h is  
d e f i n i t e  statem ent from Mr $ a l l i n g e r  and Mr -tiu  that you a re  
needed  f o r  work w ith  your own p e o p le ,  t  e case  i e  r a th e r  changed.#
I d id  s u r e s t  to  you b e f o r e  that a f t e r  t h i s  y e a r  here in  England, i t  
might b e "  that the b e s t  p r e p a r a t io n  you would have f o r  J®a J®£®kip 
would be r o u t in e  work In South A f r i c a  a c t u a l ly  among the c o n u l t i o n s  
th a t  you w i l l  be w k in g  t o  r e l e a v e .  I f e e l  sure  y ou r  re tu rn  would 
be welcomed, and I f e a r  l e s t  you r  con tin u ed  absense would ^e m ist  kei 
f o r  a d e s i r e  to  shork work which aw a its  you t h e r e ,

I  have sen t the co rresp on d en ce  to tiie Warden, and advJ 
vou to  t a lk  the m atter  o v e r  w ith  him. I know you \r&  m x io u s  to rcm  ̂
^ ‘ 1-  on(j  t ojr. n x iou s  f o 1" vou to  have the b e e t  posaiW.® ch an ce . Bui 
1^ cannot m y se lf  “ e^to  “gu arantee  you r  f a u c i a l  support f o r  
an o th er  y e a r  h e ro .  I c e r t a i n l y  ca n n o t ,  a g a in s t  tae  w ish es  <o f  ,!r 

l i n r e ^  d iv e r t  moneys to  you that would other.* i*>e 0°  to  ht-lp 
c o n t in u e  the work in  South A lr icp . .  So mucb i s  needed t h e r e ,  and i t  

r  b  f t a i t  n o th e r  y ea r  here  would n o t  make you an - more u t  
to  ^0̂  p e o p l e  out th ere  than you . i l l  be a f t e r  one y e a r* *  e x p e r ie

I  think that the s p o r t in g  th in g  would p ro b a b ly  be to 
Go back  and do y o u r  b e * t  t h e r e .  But o f  “'c o u r s e  the u lt im a te  d e c is io n
r e s t s  w ith  y ou .



RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE FOR THE HIGHER
EDUCATION OF WORKING MEN.

FIRCROFT.
Founded 1909.

Recognized by the Hoard of Education.

FIRCROFT,
BOURNVILLE,

BIRMINGHAM.

April 1st, 1931
Miss 7/. Hoi thy,
19 Glebe Place,
Chelsea. S.W. 3*
Dear Miss Holtby,

Many thanks for  your le t t e r  with enclosure frorr 
Mr. Ballinger which I return.

I quite understand his attitude towards an extension 
of Hlubi’ s period in England. I think Hlubi has himself 
shewn a lack of keenness about returning to work in the 
interests of the natives but this can be partly explained 
by Mr. Ballinger ’ s prolonged silence on the matter, low, 
however, he seems definite enough and Hlubi ought to 
recognise that he rea l ly  is wanted.

I s t i l l  think that another year at F ircro ft  w i l l  be 
good for  him. As I have said before, he is  quite i n t e l l 
igent but very backward in general knowledge and also 
slow in learning. He has in fact  been recommended fo r  
another year by our Selection Committee and he has agreed 
to pay £15 towards the £75 from his own resources* I am 
sure he can afford to do this.

You ought not to lend him anything. You have been 
extremely generous to him and I do not want you to think of 

giving any more help. But i f  you can influence anybody to 
contribute towards the £o0 which has to be found, I should 
be very grateful.

Yours sincerely

Warden.



FIRCROFT.
Founded 1909.

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE FOR THE HIGHER 
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FIRCROFT,
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O ctober  3 rd , 1931*

Miss W. H oltb y ,
19 Glebe P la c e ,
C helsea . S.W.3*

Dear Miss H oltb y ,

Many thanks f o r  your l e t t e r  o f  O ctob er  2nd- I th ink  
you have been e x c e e d in g ly  generous to  Hlubi and I had no 
idea  that you had h e lp ed  him to  such an e x t e n t .  I 
understood  from him that he had no d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  regard  
to  p erson a l ex p en ses ,  but he d id  not make i t  c l e a r  to  me 
that you were advancing him money. I s h a l l  t e l l  him when 
I see him today that he cannot count on s to p p in g  at F i r c r o f t  
a f t e r  Christm as; i t  i s  c l e a r  that he must not borrow any 
more money from you. I t  seems to  me th at  he has a v ery  
s l i g h t  sense o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I f  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  f o r  him 
to  f i n i s h  another year here i t  would be a v ery  good th in g  f o r  
him to  spend a v a c a t io n  in  a Trade Union o f f i c e .  I am sure 
he ought to  make up h is  mind to  h e lp  h i s  Union and I w i l l  do 
what I can to  h e lp  him to  m ain ta in  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  the Movement. 
At the moment I th ink  i t  b es t  to  prepare him f o r  l e a v in g  a f t e r  
Christmas- I f  he does leave  then I am sure he w i l l  have got  
something out o f  h i s  s ta y  in  England, but i t  w i l l  not be good 
f o r  him to  think he can Stay on i n d e f i n i t e l y .  I hope he c l e a r l y  
understands th at  he owes you money; and meanwhile I thank you 
very  much f o r  your g e n e r o s i t y  to  him and your i n t e r e s t  in  the 
C o l l e g e .

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

~~ I ""Warden.

-  *** J Jr
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