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ABRAM SEKGOTO: d.s.s. (Through Interpreter - In Camera) ' j.;'-

MR BIZOS: My Lord before I commence the cross-examination -1'

there is a slight problem which arose just as Your Lordship ' £*:

was about to come in. Accused no. 17 suddenly felt very ill [>;

and he was taken down. The matters on which I am going to (A

deal with with the witness do not directly affect him this

morning although later on it might but in the meantime we

would apply in terms of'Sectioh 159(2) of the Act to proceed
i

in his absence and we will undertake, it is 159(2)(ii)(p)(aa) ;

and (bb). (10) <

COURT: Any objection Mr Jacobs, Mr Fick?

JACOBS: Geen beswaar nie.

COURT: Yes an order is made that these proceedings continue

in the absence of accused no. 17 until he is better disposed.
i .

MR BIZOS: As Your Lordship pleases. ,

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR BIZOS: The first matter that I would

like to deal with with you Mr Sekgoto is your recruitment

into AZAPO by Mr Hlomoka, accused no. 2. Now you will recall

that you told us that there was a discussion and that he

brought a radio cassette player and that he had a cassette? (20)

- W I know nothing about him having brought a radio cassette

player. What I know is he brought with him a cassette.

And there was a radio cassette available? — Yes it was

available at home.

And the two of you were alone? — Yes,

And then if I understood you correctly with the two of ;;

you being alone he in confidence told you that this was a

broadcast from Freedom Radio of the PAC in Lusaka? — No that

is not correct. You are not putting it correctly. I never

said it is a PAC cassette, broadcast of Lusaka. (30)

Did you not mention Lusaka? — I did make mention of ^

Lusaka./
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Lusaka.

In what context did you make mention of Lusaka? — I

said it was an interview between Radio Freedom and Lybon

Mabaso and one Saths Cooper.

Yes and the Radio Freedom that you understood had this

interview was Radio Freedom in Lusaka? — That is so.

Yes. And did he tell you that he had acquired this

secretly? — No he did hot explain whether he acquired this

secretly.

But did he behave in a way which clearly indicated to (10)

you that he believed it to be an unlawful thing to have with

him? — That is so.

And he was even so afraid in being in possession of it

because it was a secret, because it was a secret thing, that

he was not prepared to leave it with you? — That is so.

And did you accept his assurance? — Yes I did.

And were you completely satisfied that this was a

broadcast at the instance of an unlawful organisation? —

That is so.

Did it occur to you which unlawful organisation might (20)

have broadcast an interview with the two gentlemen from Zambia

on Radio Freedom? — Just put your question clearly.

Did you contemplate, did you think about which unlawful

organisation would have arranged for a broadcast of this

interview on Radio Freedom from Zambia, which unlawful organi-

sation? — No, I never came to that kind of thinking.

Well which are the two well known unlawful organisations

that you know of operating beyond the borders of South Africa?

— PAC and ANC.

And you listened to a portion of this tape? — That is (30)

so.

And/
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as soon as the owner of the house came it was switched off?

— That is so.

And would you, did you want to give the impression to

His Lordship that this tape from Zambia was really being

played by accused no. 2 for the purposes of persuading you

that it was a good thing to join AZAPO and fight for freedom

in South Africa? — The purpose of his coming to play the

cassette to me was not that he"wanted to win but he had just

come there to play it for me so that I hear what is happening.

Yes, and especially the concern that there was about (10)

AZAPO in Lusaka? — Yes I agree with that.

Well would you like to put, was it not perhaps after

APril some time, are you sure that it was in April 1983? What

is the latest date on which you would put it? — It was during

April 1983.

And you cannot be mistaken about that perhaps? — Not at

all. I am not mistaken.

Not at all. And you are as confident about these answers

that you gave to His Lordship as everything else that you have

said in your evidence-in-chief? — Yes that is so. (20)

And if I were to put to you that there was nothing con-

spiratorial about this tape but that a perfectly lawful tape

that accused no. 2 had no concern about at all, its legality,

what would you say? Would you say that accused's version is

incorrect? — I will dispute that.

And that your friend, accused no. 2, would be telling an

untruth if he said anything like that? — That is.so.

My Lord I beg leave to hand in a newspaper extract from

the Sunday Tribune of 9 October 1983 which deals with this

tape. . (30}

COURT: What will the number be Mr Bizos? AAP?

MR BIZOS:/
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MR BIZOS: AAP.

COURT: Just a moment, AAP.

MR BIZOS: Yes, these are better copies and we have some

for Our Learned Friends. And one for the witness.

COURT: You told me yesterday that you have difficulty standing.

When you feel tired you may sit down. — Thank you My Lord.

MR BIZOS: Now I am going to put to you that this report is

a substantiall correct report about the tape that you are

referring to and let us just read it and see how secret and

conspiratorial it was. (10)

COURT: Just a moment, is this the original?

MR BIZOS: No My Lord.

COURT: Is there an agreement that we use this instead of the

original?

MR BIZOS: I would appeal to My Learned Friends.

COURT: And have you got my permission?

MR BIZOS: I appeal to the State to agree and I ask Your

Lordship to allow a copy.

COURT: Where did you get it from? From a library?

MR BIZOS: From the Press Library. (20)

COURT: What is your attitude Mr Fick?

MNR FICK: Edele dit is die eerste keer wat ek hiervan hoor en

dat ek dit sien, ek het dit nog nie gelees nie. Ek het geen

idee wat hierdie is nie. Ek is nie in staat om enigiets te

se daaroor.

MR BIZOS: If need be the original will

COURT: We will continue on the basis that it is admitted

unless Mr Fick disputes it. Would that suit you?

MR BIZOS: As Your Lordship pleases.

COURT: Yes, on that basis it is admitted. (30)

MR BIZOS: Thank you My Lord. The irony was that when AZAPO

President/
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President Lybon Mabaso and Vice-President Saths Cooper went on

the air for the first time in South Africa this week no one ]

raised ahair. A short while ago the authorities considered 4

them so dangerous that they had banned Mr Mabaso and imprisoned

Mr Cooper on Robben Island but once these men . . .

COURT: I think we must in future see to it that when copies

are made exact copies and proper copies are placed before the

Court. '
i

MR BIZOS: That they are properly, yes as Your Lordship pleases. ;

I am sorry about that. But let us leave that word, "Once (10)

these men were" and I will leave the next word out "and ready

to answer questions on their ideology on Capital Radio's great

referendum debate not a single right winger was prepared to

confront their political bogeymen. Every caller during the

hour long open line session appeared to sympathise with AZAPO, .

asking for advice on how to interpret their new constitution •

or condemning opinion polls thnt purported to show coloureds * j

and indians to be in favour of (presumably) the proposed

'power sharing1. The most vexing question came from a Yacob

Aba of the University of Durban-Westville. He asked why (20)

AZAPO had not joined the United Democratic Front to fight

the constitutional proposals. Mr Mabaso smiled, mentioned a

letter from the UDF in his desk drawer and gave a Mona Lisa

answer. That is an AZAPO-UDF issue, we will sort it out among

ourselves. Saths Cooper diplomatically added that the two *

organisations were still discussing the matter, that they f

followed democratic processes and had the right to choose not

to work with certain people. That sticky moment aside it was

all plain sailing for the AZAPO men and it was up to the

Capital news editor Mike Hanna to draw out their views on (30)

the constitutional proposals. They are not telling Whites

who/
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COURT: Because we are dealing with an entirely different '

thing here. ;

MR BIZOS: Well the evidence will be, with the greatest respect, '

that Mr Saths Cooper and Mr Mabaso had only one interview and

this was it, and no other interview on Freedom Radio or any

other radio.

COURT: Yes. t

MR BIZOS: Now I am going to put to you that the only tape

that accused no. 2 was in possession of was this tape, the

tape of this interview. What do you say to that? — I am (10)

not going to agree with that. I will dispute that because this

is Capital Radio and the one I am talking about is Radio Free-

dom.

Right, let us just get absolute clarity that if there is

evidence that this is the only radio interview that Mr Seth

Cooper and Mr Mabaso gave to Capital Radio and they never

gave an interview to Freedom Radio wiil that evidence be

incorrect? — I will dispute that strongly because I have

already told this Court that it was Radio Freedom.

And if I were to put to you that this tape, this tape(20)

was readily available in South Africa? — If the Court permits

me I would like to answer this question with a question from

me.

COURT: It can only be a rhetorical question because counsel

is not going to answer your questioning.

MR BIZOS: Now may I proceed? Did you not know that AZAPO

was so pleased with this radio interview that copies were made

of this and sold? The interview on Capital Radio. Do you

know whether ... — I do not know about that.

Yes. And do you know that from the date on which this (30)

was recorded, it appears from the newspaper cutting, that

A2APO/....
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AZAPO members were playing it freely and openly in order that

they may get the organisation's tactical attitude to the forth-

coming, the then forthcoming referendum? — If that was the

case my friend here, accused no. 2, would not have removed

the cassette from the radio cassette player when the owner of

the house arrived, and secondly he would not have had any

reason to refuse leaving that cassette with me.

Because I am going to put to you that that evidence of

yours is false as well? — The evidence I have given pertain-

ing to that radio cassette, it is just like that. (10)

Because I am going to put to you the evidence that will

be led before His Lordship in relation to this, that the two

of you were not alone? — That I am going to dispute as well

because we were only two there.

And it was played in the house of Mr Thapeli. I will

spell that My Lord, T-h-a-p-e-1-i. — I will dispute that

because I was not staying with Thapeli in his house. I say

accused no. 2 came to my place of residence.

Do you know Mr Thapeli? — Yes I do.

Have you been to his house? — Yes once. (20)

Was he interested in AZAPO? — That is so.

And the next person present was one Moshe, M-o-s-h-e. Do

you know him? — I know Moshe, yes.

His surname please? — That is the surname, Moshe is the

surname.

And his first name? — His first name is Booitjie, that

is how we know him.

Booitjie Moshe. Well I am going to put to you that he

was present and that you were present and Mr Charles Mabitsela

was present, M-a-b-i-t-s-e-1-a. — The day when I was at (30)

Thapeli's place Mabitsela was not there.

Was/....
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Was Booit jje Moshe there? — Yes he was.

Was

COURT: Could we have a short adjournment please.

COURT ADJOURNS. COURT RESUMES.

COURT: Mr Bizos my Assessor, Professor Joubert is indisposed

and we will not be in a position to continue today. This

case will stand adjourned till 0 9h00 tomorrow morning.

COURT ADJOURNS UNTIL 7 FEBRUARY 1986.
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