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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
WESTERN CAPE REGION
3 Hare Street, 
MOWBRAY 7925.
9th November, 19 84.

The Secretary,

Dear Friends,
A quarter of a million people here in the Western Cape are' 
threatened by the single biggest mass-removal ever planned in 
South Africa. Official government policy is that ALL African 
people in the Western Cape should eventually move to Khayelitsha. 
In the more immediate future, the people of Crossroads, Nyanga 
Bush, Nyanga Extension, KTC and the township backyard shacks are 
to be moved, possibly by March 1985. For people classified 
'illegal' - over 100 000 of them - the move to a site-and-service 
camp at Khayelitsha is just a stepping stone towards a further 
removal back to the homelands.
Khayelitsha is clearly an example of the latest government influx 
control strategy, rather than an attempt to solve the housing 
crisis. The United Democratic Front believes that the issue of 
forced removals must be seen in the context of pass laws, group 
areas and other measures of control exercised over oppressed 
people.
The UDF would like to invite your organisation to a conference, 
to be held under the theme "Houses, Security and Comfort". The 
aims of this conference are threefold:
Firstly, it would be a united statement of opposition to forced 
removals on the part of a wide range of organisations.
.Secondly, organisations would be able to state publicly their 
support for those communities under threat of removal.
Thirdly, it would be an opportunity to begin to formulate 
alternatives to government policies and strategies.
The proposed date of the conference is SATURDAY 1st DECEMBER.
The.conference will start at 9.00 and end at 5.00, with a break 
for lunch (donations Rl,00).
Topics for discussion include forced removals, with an emphasis 
on government divide-and-rule tactics, group areas, influx con­
trol, pass laws, housing and local authorities. We would like to 
encourage your organisation to discuss these issues, how they 
affect your members, and how your organisation envisages taking

. . . . / 2  them up.
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them up.In the long term, we hope that all organisations concerned with 
these issues would be able to formulate joint strategies of 
action to fight state initiatives.
We invite your organisation to send two delegates / oboerverE 
to the conference. Please reply by November 20th:
Address: 3 Hare Street, MOWBRAY 7925
Telephone: Nontobeko : 691055 or 656019 *

We hope to follow up this letter with a more formal agenda, 
including details of the venue.

Yours-in ̂ the struggle,

Z. KOTA 
SECRETARY
UDF ANTI-REMOVALS COMMITTEE



16th August 1985.
Veafr ECC

The Clafremont and ObAefrvatofry Afrea Committees o{± th e  United Vemocfratic 
Ffront would l i k e  to  tn v t t e  youfr ofrganization  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  tn  a  
da,cuSAton to  be h e ld  wtth a  numbefr ofa ofrganizations wofrktng tn  th e  
"white." community, on oufr freAponse to  the. S ta t e  oft Emefrgency.

OveA the. paAt thn.ee week.s vafriouA ofrgayu.zaM.onA have h e ld  p u b lic  m eetings 
and dZscuAAton on the. S ta t e  oEmefrgency .  Ttme and again  th e  qu estion  
"uihat can we. do?" Ls frCLised. We fie e l t h a t  iX  would be conAtfructive to  
discuAA how dififiefrent ofrganizatZonA afre fresponding, to  Ahafre oufr Id ea s  
and p lan s , and to  cons-idefr any poAAtble jo-in t a c t io n  between oufr 
ofrgan izatton s.

The m eeting wUZl be h e ld  on Saturday 24th August a t  2:30 p.m. In the. 
main h a l t  of, th e  RondeboAch Congfregational Chufrch, Balmont froad, 

RondeboAch.

youfr ofrganizationA -is in v i t e d  to  A end two frepfreAentativeA. Should you 
frequifre fiufrthen. tnfiofrmatlon, p le a s e  co n ta c t  me a t  home a t  47 92 72.

We lo o k  &ofrwafrd to  m eeting w ith  you.

Voufrs Ai.ncefr.eZy,

lia n a  Kofrbefr
fiofr Clafremont and ObAefrvatofry UVF afrea committeeA.

Aent to  AVAC, B lack Sash,C-iviZ Rights League, COSG, ECC (Cape Town and 
S te llen b oA ch ), Humanists S o c ie ty , Koebefrg A lefrt, MIRGE, NAMPA, 
NUSAS, S A InAt o R a c e  ReZationA ,UJJ0 , UVF SteZlanboAch afrea 
comm, UVF Gafrdens afrea comm., Women'A Movement fiofr P eace, WPCC. 
RepfresAlon Monitofring Gfroup.



Claremont & Observatory UDF
c/o 2 Rhodes View
435 Main Road, OBSERVATORY
7700
14 March 1986

Dear £ , .C .C -

In response to the tremendous growth of interest in the United Democratic 
Front and all that it stands for, the Claremont and Observatory Area 
Canmittees will be holding an open forum for the friends of UDF on the 
first Wednesday of every month, starting on April 2? al Sp-n

The 4 topics we are scheduling for the first 4 months are:-

1) A Tribute to Nelson Mandela
2) The History of the African National Congress: Prof. C. Bundy
3) COSATU - the Workers Federation: a COSATU Executive member
4) Liberation and Theology

At many of the housemeetings and discussion forums we held last year, 
many people expressed an interest in a forum which would allow for 
more regular opportunities to discuss the politics of the day. We are 
confident that these forums will promise to be stimulating and of a 
high standard/ and will play an important role in allowing members of the 
public to meet people who are playing a prominent role in other 
important bodies.

The venue for each meeting is the Amenities Building, Medical School, 
Anzio Road, next to the Medical School library.

We would like to ask you to advertise these meetings in your branches 
and newsletters and look forward to seeing some of your members at our 
first meeting.

Yours sincerely

)R THE CLAREMONT AND OBSERVATORY AREA COMMITTEES



Claremont & Observatory UDF
c /o  2 Rhodes View 
435 Main Foad, OBSERVATORY 

7700
21 May 1G 86

Dear friend

We would like to invite you to our third F o r u m  d i s c u s s i o n  in which we

will look at rClSATU - IHF TRADF U N I O N  M O V E M E N T S  D E M A N D S  AND A S P I R A T I O N S .

The forum will be held on W e d n e s d a y  4 June at the R o n d e b o s c h  C o n y r e q a t l o n a  

Ch u r c h  Hall at. 8 p m .

We will be l o r t u n a t e  to be a d d r e s s e d  bv P r o f e s s o r  D e nis Davies. Ut I 

Law D e p a r t m e n t ,  who will p r o v i d e  an o v e r v i e w  of the d e v e l o p m e n t  nf 

fhe trade u nion m o v e m e n t  in South Africa. In a d d i t i o n ,  a CO S A T U  Conqreer, 

of S o uth A f r i c a n  Trade Unions/ W e s t e r n  Cane E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c i a l  W M ! 

talk about C O S A T U  - its p o l i c i e s  on o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  d i s i n v e s t m e n t ,

S o c i alism, A N C , Inkatha and s t a y a w a y s .  Once a g ain there will be ample 

time for q u e s t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n  - a time w h i c h  p r o v e d  most fruitful 

for all at our last forum.

Please d i a r i s e  the f o l l o w i n g  f o r u m , T H E  C H U R C H  AND L I B E R A T I O N  which 

will be he id nn W e d n e s d a y  2 Julv.

W a r e  in the p r o c e s s  of d e c i d i n g  uoon tonics for future forums, if you 

have any s u g g e s t i o n s  or r e g u e s t s . w e  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  if you 

f o r w a r d e d  them to us at the above address.

We look f o r w a r d  to s e e i n g  you at. the next forum.

Yours s ir.cere.ly

E o T t.rr- ,.!.A P lMC'V T__AND 0 B S E R V A T 0 P Y  AREA C O M M I T T E E S



UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
WESTERN CAPE REGION

P.O. BOX 274 
SALT RIVER 
7925

29 May 1986

Dear Friends

We include some information on 2 Bills currently before Parliament. The Public 

Safety Ammendment Bill and the Internal Security Ammendment Bill give the Minister 

of Law and Order the power to declare a state of emergency in any designated area, 

and allows certain police officers to detain persons for 180-day periods in 'unrest' 

areas, (see attached summaries)

These laws give awesome new powers to the state and explicitly prevent recourse 

to the courts. They effectively provide for a permanent state of emergency in the 

country. We believe they in no way address the realities of our situation. Indeed, 

the prospect of increased repression will only increase the level of tension in 

our society.

The UDF has called for protest on a national level to prevent these Bills becoming 

law. Further, we call on all democratic organisations to discuss possible forms of 

action an dprotest.

We urge you to consider how your organisation can contribute most effectively and 

urgently in this campaign.

Yours in struggle

hr THE SECRETARIAT

iAPARTHEID DIVIDES, UDF UNITES



When the State of Emergency was lifted on March 4, the State 
President announced that the Security Forces would have to be 
eouiDDed with special additional powers to handle the 'isolated 
and sporadic unrest which still continued. These special powers 
surfaced this month in the form of a draft bill tabled before 
Parliament on April 22, entitled tne Public Safety Ammendment 
Act. If this bill is passed by Parliament, then Emergency—type 
powers will again prevail without the formal declaration of a 
state of Emergency and the 'concomitant consequences' in the 
words of the memorandum accompanying the draft bill. To put it 
--•imply, the govern merit wants the powers but not the consequences 
of a State of Emergency and it remains to be seen whether the 
people of South Africa and the international community will be 
taken in toy this woIf in sheep's cloth1ng.

Br i ef 1 y the main poin t.s of the droposed b ill are as f o 1 1 ows:
- The Minister of Law and Order (not the State President) is 
empowered to declare an ‘unrest area' on the basis of his opinion 
that d i s t u r to a n c: e i s o c c ur in g o r may o c c u r i n t hat area.
- The declaration can continue in force for 3 months, and can be 
extended thereafter with the approval of the State President.
- Each declaration must be gazetted and then laid before 
parliament within 14 days (or 14 days after resumption if not in 
session at the time.)
- The Minister is empowered to make any regulations he deems 
necessary for the unrest area and these too must be gazetted andr »1aid before Par 1iament.
- Parliament is not required to approve the declaration or 
regulations but has the power to annul any regulation (in the 
unlikely event of all 3 houses concurring).
-- The nature of the regulations is not specified and is 
presumably at the discretion of the Minister. They are likely to 
include powers of arrest, search, confiscation; restriction of 
movement, media reporting, assembly, funerals; control over 
school boycotts, work stayaways; and all the other repressive 
measures which became familiar during the State of Emergency, 
including indemnification of the securi tv forces from 
prosecution.
- Provision is made for such regulations to apply outside of 
declared unrest areas, and different regulations may be made for 
different areas and for different, classes of persons.
- The regulations may empower certain persons to make orders. to 
pr escr i toe or i mpose pena 1t i es an cl to c:on f i sc: a te ar tides. The 
persons referred to are not specified, but would probably include 
magistrates, police commissioners and others. thus delegating 
downwards the powers of making regulations.

New powers of detention will be included in the regulations , 
and detainees may be held outside of the unrest area. Any 
detainee held longer than 30 days must have his or her name 
tabled before parliament within 14 days of the expiry of the 150 
days. The bill does not refer to any obligation to publish the 
name before that time or to release the detainee after that time.
- The declaration of an unrest. area and the validity of



regulations is placed beyond the possibility o-f legal challenge
competence.
INTERNAL SECLJRITV AMMENDMENI BILL

This bill provides for detention under a new clause, Section 50a, 
which will allow a person police believe is involved m  unrest to 
be detained -For 180 days without trial. A police officer o-f the 
rank of warrant officer may arrest or detain a person without a 
warrant for 48 hours if he believes this action will 'contribute 
to the termination, combating or prevention of public 
disturbance, disorder, riot or public violence' at any place in 
the Republic. The period of detention can be extended to 180 days 
by an officer of the rank of lieutenant — colonel and above if he 
concurs with the reasoning of the arresting officer.

A provision is made in terms of which if a person is held for 
more than three months the reasons for his continued detention 
must be presented to a board of review whose findings must be 
forwarded to the Minister of Law and Order.

by the specific exclusion of court interdicts .or court



Observatory and Claremont DDF Area Committees

24 September 1986

dear Friend,

As you know the UDF was affectively banned for many weeks during the current

clarer?;ont and Observatory Area Committees, some of 
members Went into hiding, and two of our members were detained. However

nt0 w?ri<>^ar!Cj to new ways of organising under those difficult 
conditions. Our structures are now tighter, our members more disciplined and

er thar^ever/ blJ>1d‘n9 a strong following for UDF in the white areas strong

The government is trying to re-establish its hold over our country The stat*

2 « 3 § [ . 1h J S  0f d?in? C0- 0* den* iR9 S’uth Wricans th^ H g h f ?  speak and the right to know, it is trying to break opposition In area? likp

in tirtSX ":
m ro?zn ssr?;tS.r,t *now ihat the

issu1ng6of »  riZXX™-  the

o^Mowbray tSThSI! TtaftSS If ?Ct0!?er <" *'*•*"

?1K
SW SST-IS’M , ^  r . v t r ^ “ W i's b js ^
We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours in the struggle for a democrat'c future

Câ ervieM •
for Observatory and Claremont Area Committees



Claremont & Observatory UDF
c /o  2 Rhodes View
435 Main Road, OBSERVATORY
7700

Dear Friend

We hope you have received our previous invitation to attend our monthly 
discussion forums.

Our first forum, held on April 2, dealt with the call for the release 
of Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners. The meeting was well 
attended and those who came found the videos and discussion interesting 
and informative. Included in the evenings program was a report frcm a 
member of the UDF Executive on the recently held National Education 
Conference in Durban.

The forum provides an opportunity for those interested in the UDF to 
discuss topical political issues and keep informed of the UDF activities 
on a regular basis.

The next forum will be addressed by Prof. Colin Bundy of UCT's History 
Department. He will speak on the history of the African National 
Congress and examine its policies and attitudes. There will be ample 
time for questions and discussion.

The topics we are scheduling for the next 2 nonths are:
Wed. 4 June - COSATO, the Workers Federation 
Wed. 9 July - Liberation and Theology

The venue for the next meeting is the Rondebosch Congregational Church 
Hall in Belmont Road, Rondebosch. The meeting will begin at 8pm.

We would appreciate a donation of R2,00 to assist us in covering the 
costs of these forums. Tea will be served.

We look forward to having you with us.

Yours sincerely



 

Collection Number: AG1977 

 
END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN (ECC) 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 

distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document is part of a collection held at the Historical Papers Research Archive at The University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


