
Minutes of Eastern Cape Regional C o-ord ination Forum , 4.4.87

Present: 2 reps from  Rhodes Campus, 3 from  G 'tow n, 3 from  PE. Absent: East 
London.

M atters arising:

1. ECC VIDEO
F irs t suggested by G 'town a t NC th a t there  be a new, non-subversive ECC video. 
In order for film -m ake r to  draw up proposal, discussion needed on budget, content 
e tc . Consultation needed w ith  regional and national ECC.
F ilm -m aker's  ideas so fa r: very t ig h t sc rip t (not a propaganda rave); consultation 
w ith  lawyers a t every step; s tick  to  popular documentary codes; ± 30 minutes. 
Brainstorm  o f possible content
B rie f analysis o f m ilita risa tio n  in SA, s ta rtin g  mid 60's 
H istory and fo rm a tion  of ECC; in te rv iew  w ith  Sheena Duncan 
Pre-ECC groups w ith  s im ila r aims
Show work and s truc tu re  of ECC; focus on various campaigns
Atmosphere o f EXCITEMENT: there  is an option o ther than th a t qiven by the
Nats!
S tills  from  plays, exhib itions, cu ltu ra l evenings e tc.
Namibia
Townships
In te rv iew  w ith  Laurie
Footage from  overseas
Churches: ro le and a ttitu d e
F ron t structures: in te rv iew s w ith  a ff ilia te s
Smears, harassment, repression, detentions
Why people are involved in ECC
Township perception of ECC
Legal Input from  lawyers
CO's and Board fo r Objectors
Interview s w ith  conscripts
WJP projects
Costs of the war -  facts
p o lit ica l basis of ECC
H is to ry  o f ob jection in SA
Cadets
War toys - m ilita risa tio n  o f sa society 
Women and conscrip tion 
M ilita risa tio n  and sexism.
Exiles, braindrain
Psycho e ffe c ts  of conscrip tion
Ph ilip 's  tr ia l
Dad's army
The way fo rw ard

Must com m unicate th a t ECC is fo r not against the conscrip t.

Need fo r co -ord ination  between regions. W ill need o ther regions to  subm it fo o t
age and to  f ilm  own events i f  able to  do so, so th a t film -m a ke r can concentra te  
on regions which can 't.

Budget would need to  include costs o f tra v e l, equipm ent, stock, copywrights.

Reference group fo r film -m a ke r: one Rhodes campus person plus one G 'town 
person w ill organise th is  loca lly . PE also to  set up re fe rence  group. If  o ther 
regions accept proposal (to  be worked out by G 'town reference group plus f i lm 
maker) suggested th a t they also set up reference groups.

2. REPORT BACKS FROM BRANCHES
2.1 RHODES ~

Focus over PW's t r ia l ,  including a mass m eeting which was poorly  attended. 
Wrong to  have seen th is  as a campaign, should ra the r have been a focus.

Media was put out and a seminar on m ilita ris a tio n  was arranged bu t was 
d if f ic u lt  to  m otiva te  attendance.
Cohesion and morale good. Many new people. Subcoms w ork ing  w e ll on 
th e ir  own now. People a l i t t le  over enthusiastic  -  must tone i t  down and 
realise repression is a re a lity . Good program m e fo r  campaign (see la te r). 
6SA In fan try  given freedom o f G 'tow n  on 4.4.87 -  campus organised a t -  
s h ir t m ill- in  and d is tribu ted  stickers.
In te rna l education neglected cos o f pub lic  ac tion . W ill only concentra te  
on th is  again a fte r  national campaign.
Security  lim ite d  at the moment.
S ta rted  a "d ip lom a tic  mission" w hich is doing good work among socie ties 
on campus. Have spoken to  SAUJS, Methsoc, PFP to  date. Have been 
able to  reach out to  new groups and consolidate ties  w ith  the old ones.
ECC on campus seen as an exc itin g , approachable organ isation . Far more 
a c tive  members: 10 new people since last reg ional m eeting. No cases o f 
harassment.

2.2 PE
P h ilip  W ilkinson service on 24th March w ent v. w e ll, as did adve rtis ing  fo r  the 
t r ia l .  Cohesion and moral much b e tte r since the campaign -  more people have 
been pu lled  in as a resu lt o f the tr ia l and its  p u b lic ity . A tte m p tin g  to  energise 
mundane meetings w ith  new C ontact Group and th is  is succeeding. In t. Ed. 
going w ell -  had a fake house m eeting and video. Planning to  concentra te  on 
in te rna l education every 6-8 weeks.
S ecurity  is good. R e la tive ly  l i t t le  harassment.

2.3 GRAHAMSTOWN
Cohesion and morale good. Problems o f having too  l i t t le  to  do solved w ith  
campaign plans. No form al sub-coms -  opera ting  as one campaign group w ith  
'In te re s t groups' around d iffe re n t aspects o f the  campaign. For secu rity  reasons 
new rec ru its  w ill be ve tted  in the campaign group before being incorporated 
more fu lly .  3 new members so fa r and various possib ilities. No fo rm a l in te rna l 
education, but packages are being prepared fo r new members and should be 
ready soon.
Had a successful pamphlet b litz  -  response was very favourab le  and no there  
was no harassment. Have got a p la tfo rm  a t a concerned c itize n s  m eeting soon. 
S ecurity : try in g  to  achieve a balance between security  and pub lic  work. 
Have realised w ill have to  take ca lcu la ted  m arginal risks i f  pub lic  work is to  
go ahead.

3. PH ILIP 'S  TR IA L
3.1 _PE

Was a m istake not to  have s ta rted  preparing as soon as the t r ia l  date was 
announced but th is  can be re c tif ie d  now th a t th e  t r ia l  has been postponed. 
T ria l was w ell prepared, though there  was a problem  find ing  a p a rticu la r w itness. 
This has now been arranged. W ith regard to  postponement: not c lea r w hether 
the  s ta te  backed o f f  or generally messed th e ir  case up. S ta te  prosecutor was 
only in fo rm ed the evening before the t r ia l ,  and the  s ta te  changed the  m ag is tra te  
on the day o f the t r ia l .  New m agistra te  was only ava ilab le  between 11am and 
3pm and a fte r  tha t (conveniently) only a fte r  the e lections.
P h ilip  decided to  f ig h t the s ta te  on a ll the  charges. Meant the  s ta te  fe l t  the  
need to  ca ll more witnesses. Witnesses w e ren 't ava ilab le  the re fo re  s ta te  needed 
postponem ent. Only s ta te  witness ca lled  was the  commandant In charge o f 
admin a t p ie t re t ie f.  He adm itted  2 th ings:
1. the re  are others who feel like  ph ilip .
2. an in fo rm a l arrangement exists to  t r y  and keep such people out o f the 
townships, but th is  is not in fa llib le .
The t r ia l  MUST now proceed on 13th May.

A lthough the campaign was s ta rted  la te , i t  fe ll together w e ll. A  pam phlet 
was put out by Media and mailed to  app rox im a te ly  500 people to  advertise  the 
p re - tr ia l service.



Had a " f irs t  ever" s ticke r b iitz  which was a g rea t morale bu ilder and v. successs-

- " th e 3^ ^ ? 3"  U" tM a fte r ^  tr ia l
c ircu la ted  in schools and churches. 2500 w entTntc)1the 'to w n T h ip lT  the U 'a ' and

existed p r im a r ily alo fWm e d ^ a 'td ^ s u p p c lr r l f3"ch V'  successful- Campaign
w ith  gross in a c c u r a c ie s A ,^ , c o u K v e P F P ^ r S ^ h  ^  P/ eS# ^  
but s ta rted  too la te. chamber o f commerce

Boraine spoke well T n d  p u tM n  g ^ d  ^ r d s  V o ^ E c V ^ l v n ' "  Cathedr,al service- 
changed considerably a fte r  ta lks w ith  th *  k- k _ P h l,iPs mother s a ttitu d e  
morale bu ilder. C o u V S ,  K S  . ; ' " c c *  J X ' S S * ? ‘

RHODES

coanTaPcat 9 w i t T s ^ k “ cU ls r n o f  " T *  Wer°  ^  PE and JHB fo r 
o f media. H a ?  a m ^ t in o  a t whieh° Wn However- produc*<> lo t
Am utenya, cha ir o f namibian ra th r . 1̂  • ♦ conscrip t plus W illie  A
A dvertis ing  was la te  cos of not arranninn'06 3 peace commission, both spoke, 
m inute, so meeting was poorly V t t .n ° rM  T  ^  3" d WOrkin9 at the last 
media d is tribu tio n  and where camnm  ie t  h f 3 valuable lessons re media 
People attended Philips t 5  P "  3 t f ° f  the na t' ° nal camPai9n.

G'TOWN

to  do more c “  o T S t ru c tu r in g  a n d ^ la n n in g  ’'national’ cam paign! 3 P° S iti° n

ASSESSMENT

brought in, need to  share between a ll branches. 9 n3me speakers

SECOND T R IA L  -  13.5.87

probfem T ^ o T l o T n i t i a f i  e n t h u s t T 'T  ° I  “ t ire  National Ca-pa ,g n . Major 
another service. enthusiasm fo r t r ia l a ll over again? Cant have

3.5.1 B ra instorm  of actions fo r second t r ia l

A S ^ S Z . “ , t y  “  ” n0° "  " » n> “ ' « *
"tow nship w alk" by Philip

t^ d o  community°serviL ^ C o , , ! ^ '  °? th® Weekend before his tr ia '

ssstjsH i ' S r  -  ™
appre c ia te .* m portant "B e s s e s  to  a ttend  a ll functions where 
Concerted press strategy

I S S ’ S k S T " "  *» ■
Banners hung from  churches 
(suggested slogan: PW vs PW??)

behalf. a° ti0n : PUb' i0 m 6etin9 w ith  o ther co 's speak on Ph ilip 's  
NDM : could have Philip  as a fea tu re  in PE

f d e a s T o ^ w jP  p r o S t . 28^ : 6 ^  ° bservers the tr ia l.
Walmer shacks. Grahamstown/Rhodes- B u i f r i in n ^ 11 re*bu lld in9 the 
fo r handicapped; building playground at' Sun C itv“  Pp  y9r° und a t creche 
dump near Joza. y; C |eamng up rubbish
Branches to  discuss these ideas in depth.

N ATIO N AL C AM PAIGN
4.1 PE

c h < L e °  f o c l ^  D e fin ite ly 8 hopfn’g To" r i «h t tb
no concrete  plans ye t. Focus on a lte  n t t i ^  f  I  WJP p ro je c t’ but 
pamphlets to  be produced. Need national media and t - s h l r t ^ f  ava ifaN e . and

4.2 GRAHAMSTOWN

m eeting; o t h e ^ X a k e f s ^  Shee'na Duncan? Ih u r c ^ e rs o n 0'  S'3bb^ t . fo r  public 
b,shops. NDM: service in the ca thedra l’ plu^ S g S K t  * 3  ^

p lanned^ but co^dn9possib l7  pull In to ^ca m p us 'W JP  ”  M edia ’ b l 't  N°  VpJP p ro jec t 
planned. Suggestion th a t Rhodes r  I  ‘  ^  b lltz  ln p o «  A lfre d
2 pamphlets (1 x theme i x c L J L ^  k' n tbe same Media:
G roco tts , flye rs  in to w n /  w ar/cho ice). A dve rtis ing  through

f o o T o E L  Pr° Vide PE With 500 C0PieS 0 f 311 pampb'ets.

4.3 RHODES

Have planned armbands, d in n e r  ^cross '3 th e ^ o a d  adve rtis in 9 d if f ic u lt .
W ill t r y  to  incorporate Jo in t C hris tian  Societies 'ac ro n t. o f Students Union, 
be a ttend ing  tow n 's Cathedral service w il l  L  aS possib|e- W ill

t0 *jm*ted space^at the venue? P" “  PiC" iC’
w lth  town re Possib ility lno f PsahT r?nV B orIi!reSday| 28 AprM'  W i"  O r d in a t e  
'ash. Also in v itin g  black mother w h L  mo h°.rS°  ^  m ee tin9s < * » *

to speak. ™  > W " » .

M» bands, a .h itm m s b!g “  op* " - * ir ,a ir w i«

.E, S „ = r ,Cr” , t  h°C' , “ "> W — V S t ,  sea  .a .  » h itt

p "” » . ; , . " , : j r<>ps t ; ' s 6, ,<y sro ” p-
13th and possibly fo r 14th May Wm b e T 3 ' 9"* People wil1 90 down fo r 
t r ia l to  t ie  up loose ends. V * *  3 summir>9 up m eeting a f te r  the

4.4 GENERAL

S . l T i . T a S r  “ ■ *  co-or<Jinate
has begun e.g. once a week 'from  17 Ap?fl mo n fv r®9Ularly once the  campaign 
cant make it .  A p r il.  Only one rep to  a ttend  i f  o thers

NEWSLETTFR

t[m ehe: ea;? ic |e° s * ^ a is needed. This
th a t each branch appoints a newslPn » r  ^  w delay- Proposal from  G ’ tow n is 
own side as well as "o ther reg ions ' Each I  ,G ' t0Wn can' 1 ^ o r d in a t e
and be ava ilab le  to  con tribu te  s to r ifc  « » fo rw ard  ideas fo r  stories,
de legating stories, co llec ting  copy and p ic s T n d  otfher branches- Task o f
taken by c o o rd in a to r  in each branch G 'tow n  >9 t0  G t0wn to  be 
th a t i t  happens round regional c o -o rd '  m eetina 7  3 o r9an'se layou t so
from  PE and EL can# p a rtic ipa te . If  too m anv Poss'b le, so th a t o thers
be mandated to  select which go in also to  tn h  * t0 r !eS’ s^99estion th a t G 'tow n  
co n trib u te  stories in point fo rm  and G W n  „  eS‘ l f  bran^ e s  w ant, can 
discussed in branches a.s.a.p. put together. A ll th is  to  be

300 copies of new sle tter fo r PE Rim t=K ^
PE tn  m l .  4 rs r____ u- , c v  800 to  Rhodes. 100 to  EL?



6. A R T  EXHIBITIO N
Was suggested a t previous reg. co-ord m eeting th a t there  be a regional a rt 
e xh ib ition . Seen as a good Idea, cos draws in a whole new range o f people 
Too expensive to  get a ll Joburg exh ib its , though could use th e ir  posters and 
photographs.
Suggestion th a t regional exh ib ition  spend * one week a t each branch.
See as a long te rm  p ro jec t -  needs lo t o f t im e  fo r  co lle c tin g  and organisinq 
In the meantim e, get ch ildrens' a rt from  a ll functions e.g. G 'tow n peace p icn ic 
Each branch to  appoint local co -o rd ina to r i f  okayed. S ta rt co lle c tin g  a rtw o rk ’ 
A im  to  have e xh ib ition  by September

6.1 O ther cu ltu re : If  Rhodes im ports bands, co n tac t PE w ith  view to  sharina 
them , *

7. GENERAL REMARKS RE REGIONAL CO-ORD SO FAR 
A ll branches to  adhere more s tr ic t ly  to  deadlines.
Be more ca re fu l about regional con tac t on phones.
PE media group: b ene fitted  enormously from  workshop w ith  Rhodes. Good 
to  p ra c tice  on l iv e ' production e.g. pam phle t fo r  ph ilip 's  tr ia l,  ra the r than 
just sharing media.
Rhodes: may need to  have permanent reps to  regional co-ord cos o f secu rity  
problems. Problem m otiva ting  poeple to  a ttend . Permanent reps not to  be 
encouraged, o therw ise forum  could become set th in k -ta n k .

8. TASKS
PE to  con tact EL and find  out why not able to  be present. F ill them in on 
any de ta ils .
G 'tow n  to  send pamphlets and new sle tter to  PE and EL.
WJP ideas to  be discussed in branches. A lso con ten t o f NDM.
PE to  con tac t bishops fo r G 'tow n.
G 'tow n  to  con tac t Sash re hosting observers.
N ew sle tte r proposal to  be discussed plus proposed deadline fo r next one o f a fte r  
ph ilips t r ia l .
A r t  exh ib ition  co-ord inators to  be appointed and to  a ttend  next meeting 
N ew sle tte r co -o rd ina to r to  be appointed in each branch o f proposal okayed.
N ext m eeting: tim e  arranged subject to  con firm a tio n  from  EL.

9. ASSESSMENT OF THIS MEETING
Seen as a positive  and exc itin g  m eeting. People v. o p tim is tic . Gave c leare r 
idea o f regional co -o rd ina tion. E xc item en t about video.

Very la te  s ta rt: need to  be more punctual. H itch  in co-ord ina ting  w ith  EL 
seen as a problem . Must ensure i t  doesn't happen again. Uneven con tribu tion : 
need to  involve people more in discussion.



Minutes of Eastern Cape regional co-ord ina tion  forum  m eeting, 17.4.87

Present: 2 Grahamstown reps, 2 PE reps, 1 Rhodes rep.
Absent: East London

1. Tasks from  previous regional co-ord m eeting

1.1 U ncla rity  as to  who was supposed to  con tact East London and whether th is 
was done.

a) Should have a clear run through of tasks a t end o f each meeting.
b)

c)

Need to  jack up m inute d is tribu tio n  to  ensure regions know what the ir tasks 

are. Breakdown in d is tribu tion  o f m inutes th is  tim e  h a p p e n e d ^ « M ? to w n < e tv o c /< ~ s . 

G 'town and Rhodes to  investigate  poss ib ility  o f going to  EL to  find  out 

^ hodes to  co n tac t EL, G 'tow n  to  le t PE know whatswhat is happening.

happening by end o f next week and to  set up next meeting w ith  EL.

1.2 G 'town pamphlets fo r PE: Problems w ith  p rin te rs  in G 'tow n so only 100 copies 

available fo r PE. PE to  reproduce more as needed. G 'tow n  to  send 500 copies 
o f next pamphlet to  PE-*- i c o  -fe .

1.3 VVJP and Day o f Mourning: See under report backs.

1.4 PE con tact w ith  bishops fo r G 'tow n: cancelled. PE to  con tac t Rev Xundu 

fo r G 'town public meeting Instead. In form  G 'tow n  by Wednesday ^ ■ BM a te s t.

1.5 G 'tow n con tact w ith  Sash re observers fo r  PW's t r ia l:  to  happen next week.

1.6 N ew sletter proposal: PE has discussed and accepted in p rinc ip le . S till to  appoint 
co-ord inator. Next new sle tter: see under item  5.

1.7 A r t exh ib ition  co-ord ina tor: PE has one. G 'tow n  and Rhodes s t i l l  to  discuss.

2. REPORT BACKS

2.1 G 'town

Work at the mo' is campaign oriented. Update on plans: Peace p icn ic postponed 

t i l l  10th May 'cos of slow and sensitive process o f consu lta tion re DC kids. 

Sash pu lling in in a v. cons truc tive  and he lp fu l way. Public m eeting: A ll 
OK, just need con firm a tion  re Xundu -  PE to  co n firm  by Wednesday 23rd.

— : ^ i ^ Seein9 i l  aS 3 day o f m ourn i"9 . Service going ahead - organised 
largely ^ b t  Pauls. Media: f lye rs  plus G roco tts  insert. C an 't use banner: 
cathedral w on 't allow .

Media: No change from  last meeting -  s t i l l  2 pamphlets, one to  be d is tribu ted  
in town on Saturday, the other la te r on in the campaign.

WJP: H aven 't discussed, but un like ly  G 'tow n w ill be able to  pull o f f  own WJP 

cos people overstre tched, active  personpower sm all. More like ly  to  pu ll in to  
campus WJP.

2.2 PE report back

M ajor morale problem -  only 5 people a t last campaign m eeting. Decided to  

key campaign down and concentra te  on house meetings, media, ph ilip . A re  

going to  have an a c tiv is ts  workshop w ith  township speakers to  help m otiva te  

people -  28th. C ontent: township view o f ro le  o f ECC in con text o f s trugg le . 

PE to  con tac t G 'to wn about m eeting arrangements i f  o 'tow n want to  a ttend .

PE education sub-corn : planning an education workshop - a fte r  PW's t r ia l.  

— Own to  discuss possible content of workshop -  eg what kind o f a c tiv is ts  dn 
we need to  tra in  and how. Get back to  PE w ith in  ten davs.

P h ilip 's  t r ia l :  dropped WJP idea. D if f ic u lt  to  regenerate enthusiasm fo r  t r ia l ,  

plus personpower problems. Focus more on pre and p o s t-tr ia l media, more 
concerted press s trategy.

2.3 Rhodes campus

Campaign: not much happened since last regional meeting. Public m eeting 

postponed cos of clash w ith  town plus problems w ith  speakers. Planning another 

m eeting post ph ilip 's  tr ia l -  would like  a big name person who a ttends t r ia l .  
PE to  Investigate  -  p re fe rab ly  fo r 14th.

W ill put out one pamphlet plus posters plus banner fo r campaign. S till p lanning 

cu ltu ra l event -  no more details. Also s t i l l  Investiga ting WJP p ro je c t. Seeing 

P h ilip  as add ition  to  WJP, not main focus. Possib ility  o f ca llin g  P h ilip  up to  

a ttend  WJP, P h ilip  to  respond* giving reasons why he ca n 't i.e. res tr ic tions .

General: A lso got morale problems plus problems o f ge tting  to  campus. D on 't 

know why - is not ECC spec ific , o ther organisations eg NUSAS, AISEC, RAG 

experiencing same problems. Not sure whether achieving anything. A lso  recent 

BSM a c tiv it ie s  a lienated w h ite  students. A lso not enough d is tin c tio n  between 

ECC and NUSAS on campus -  lumped together in campus's eyes. Problems 
g e ttin g  people to  meetings. But con tact w ith  societies looking v. good.

3. PRESS STRATEGY

Need to  work out co-o rd ina ted  East Cape press stra tegy. Suggestion is th a t 

each branch responds to /in it ia te s  issues concerning own region. G 'tow n  to  handle 

a ll local issues w ith  the exception o f cam pus-specific issues. A ll branches to  
develop more concerted press s tra tegy, fo rm alise  links w ith  local press people.



PE to  investigate EC N A/H era ld  links. G 'tow n  and Rhodes to  fo rm a lise  con tact 

w ith  local Herald person plus others.

4. NEWSLETTER

Should have been out th is week but problems w ith  p rin te rs  plus new regulations 

re detainees. Should be sorted out by next week, new sle tter to  come ou t week 

a fte r. G 'tow n to  send 500 copies to  PE. 100 to  E L. PE to  try  and organise 

com puterisa tion of m ailing lis t, G 'tow n to  help if  needed.

Next new sle tter: provisional date set a t Monday 25th May. To be taken back 

to  a ll branches. If  okayed, all copy to  be in G 'tow n w ith  pics, graphics by 

13th May - absolute deadline. To be sent to  usual address. P h ilip 's  t r ia l - 

copy can be in by Friday 15th. Each branch to  in it ia te  and take responsib ility  

fo r own stories.

5. FO LK CLUB

PE have got a spot at Folk Club evenings on Sundays. G 'tow n and Rhodes 

to  investigate  local input, get back to  PE a.s.a.p.

6. OTHER CULTURE

Proposal from  PE fo r hosting Savuka fo r regional tou r. V. popular last tim e  

in G 'tow n. Possibly Septem ber/early . O ctober. A ll branches to  discuss and 

get back to  PE a.s.a.p.

7. N at sec v is it: branches to  discuss proposed tim in g .

8. NEXT MEETING: 23rd May - provis ional. Branches to  con firm  w ith  G 'town 

a.s.a.p. G 'town to  set up w ith  EL.

9. ASSESSMENT

Breakdown o f con tact w ith  EL prob lem atic . Must be sure who is supposed 

to  do what. Branches must con firm  w ith  G 'tow n  th a t they w ill be attend ing. 

A lso problem w ith  people a rriv ing  la te  : suggestion th a t 1/2 hour leeway be 

given, i f  reps from  PE mml EL not present then m eeting to  go ahead. Suggestion 

th a t/s ta r t in g  tim e  be 9.30, cu t o ff  t im e  10.00. This m eeting: more to  discuss 
than reps thought in it ia lly .  Useful, especially re d is tribu tio n  o f media and 

co n tac t w ith  speakers.

{O  ■ 'T a o iz -  L T s9- ■
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