


A N T I - C O N S C R I P T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  /  . „ -v O  'r

1 I n t r o d u c t i o n

The c o n s c r i p t i o n  of " c o l o u r e d” and I n d i a n  m e n  has been r a i s e d  and 
used as an e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  of the A n t i - E l e c t i o n  Caitpa.gn. 
H o w e v e r , o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  the increa s i n g  
m i l i t a r i s a t o n  of o u r  s o c i e t y  has be e n  l i m i t e d  in th a t  1 )we did not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  b u l i d  u p  a p o p u l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of what the SA D F  is 
d e f e n d i n g ;  2) of w h o  it is f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  and 3) wh a t  the c o n d i t i o n s  
for p e a c e  are in S o u t h  A f rica.

A v i c t o r y  s h o u l d  be c l a i m e d  for our s u c e s s f u l  a n t i - e l e c t i o n  campaign, 
t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  fa c t o r s ,  h a s  led to the state 
ho l d i n g  ba c k  o n  the e x t e n t o i o n  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  for " c o l o u r e d "  and 
I ndi a n  men.

2 P r o b l e m s  in w o r k i n g  on c o n s c r i p t i o n

The c o n s c r i p t i o n  i s s u e  was r a i s e d  in a l m o s t  a l l  areas d u r i n g  the 
M i l l i o n  S i g n a t u r e  (MSC) a n d  A n t i - E l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s  (AEC). We can say 
p e o p l e  d i d  not v o t e  b e c a u s e  it m e n t  " B o r d e r  toe " .  But we c a n n o t  say 
that p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  we say N O  T O  B O T H A ' S  ARMY. We d i d  not 
d i s c u s s  c o n s c r i p t i o n  in d e p t h  a m o n g s t  o u r  U D F  a c t i v i s t s  and 
affili a t e s .

What are the r e a s o n s  for this':

2.1 T h e  A n t i - C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  was n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  on the M i l l ­
ion S i g n a t u r e  C o m m i t e e ,  A n t i - E l e c t i o n  C o m m  o r  the Forc e d  Removals 
C o m m i t t e e .  At G C 's , o f t e n  c o n s c r i p t i o n  was not e v e n  on the 
agenda. T h i s  m a d e  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  the a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  
w o r k  into t h e  w o r k  of the UDF.

2.2 Th i s  s t r u c t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n  comes fr o m  a n o t h e r  problem. U D F's work 
is too i s s u e / p r a c t i c a l l v  o riented. T h e  the M i l l i o n  Signature 
c a m p a i g n  w a s  m e n t  to have an e d u c a t i v e  c o m p o n e n t  to it, but never 
i m p l e m e n t e d  b e y o u n d  a few h a p h a z a r d  w o r k s h o p s .  In tne M S C  £.nd kZC 
we d i d  not f o c u s  on the long term p o l i t i c a l  issues end goa l s  t.nat 
c o n f r o n t  us.

2.3 3 e c a u s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  is not b e i n g  m a d e  the i s s u e  of the day by 
the state, we h a v e  the d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  of r a i s i n g  peoples 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h r o u g h  m e d i a  and e d u c a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  than through 
action. C o n s c r i p t i o n  is net an i s s u e  th a t  w e  can go all out 
a g a i n s t  in a two m o n t h  period a n d  f i n i s h ,  it is a long slow 
battLe. If t h e  a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  c a m p a i g n  is b r i n g  results, the 
U D F  mu s t  l o o k  to it's e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  to d e e p e n  our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the s t r u g g l e  so we c a n  m o v e  forward.



3 The w o r k  of the A n t i - C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

3.1 W o r k  in M i l l i o n  S i g n a t u r e  and A n t i  E l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s :
In H a n n o v e r  Pa r k  and at ID Mkize, t h r o u g h  the i n t e r v e n t i o n  of the 
ACC, the S A D F  c a m p s  we r e  s u c e s s f u l l y  e x p o s e d  a n d  stopped. In 
M i t c h e l s  P l a i n  the local i s s u e s  and the r e j e c t i o n  of the rcle cf 
the S A D F  w e r e  s u c e s s f u l l y  liked in the m a s s  m e e t i n g  to laun c h  the 
A E C  in that area. In this a g e n e r a l  U D F  a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  
p a m p h l e t  was put out, w h i c h  was s u b s i q u e n t l y  w i d e l y  di s t r i b u t e d  
at a n t i - e l e c t i o n  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  A C C  c o n t r i b u t e d  fe a t u r e s  cr. 
c o n s c r i t p i o n  to G r a s s r o o t s  and S a a m s t a r .  At the rur-.l c onference 
ir. June, inp u t  p r e s e n t e d  Dy the ACC r a i s e d  the qu e s t i o n  cf 
c o n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  s t a r t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of h o w  the c a m p a i g n  snould ce 

taken u p  in t h o s e  areas.

3.2 R e s e a r c h :  H a v e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  r e s o u r c e  p a c k s  on -
- C i v i c  a c t i o n  P r o j e c t
- R e s o u r c e  P a c k  of p a m p i e t s ,  fact s h e e t s  and art i c l e s
- C o n s c r i p t i o n  Boo k l e t ,  r e c e n t  a n d  still a v a i l b l e  

N e e d  b e t t e r  inp u t  f r o m  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in a r e a s  on S A D F  activites 
a n d  r e s p o n c e s .  A r e a s  to be r e s e a r c h e d ,  but not c l e a r  or method: 
U n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  the SADF; C o n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  rur a l  areas, Industry 
a n d  a r m y  p r o d u c t i o n ;  f o r c e d  r e m o v a l s  a n d  t h e  SADF.

3.3 M e d i a : -  In a d d i t i o n  to m e d i a  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  A C C  p r o d u c e d  a 
p o s t e r  for the A n t i - E l e c t i o n  C a m p a i g n  But m e d i a  c o m m i t t e e  did nc. 
p r i n t  it. M e d i a  c o m m i t t e e  p a m p h l e t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  h a d  mo r e  dep t h  on 
c o n s c r i p t i o n .  It is i m p o r t a n t  to f o l l o w  u p  w i t h  a post election 
p a m p h l e t  c l a r i f i n g  the s t a t e’s c u r r e n t  s t r a t e g y ,  this will be 
i s s u e d  soon. S l o g a n  N O  T O  B O T E A ’S A R M Y  d i d  p o p u l a r i s e  the issue, 
b u t  n o t  go o d  in r a i s i n g  con t e n t .  N e w  s l o g a n  for new phase cf 
c a m p a i g n  needed.

3.4 R o l e  of o r g n i s a t i o n s :- O r g a n i s a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on ACC are: 
uwo, CAYCO, CAHAC, MP region, NUSAS, AZASO (UWC) b e l a t e d l y ,  TEAM? 
Y o u t h  not we l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  - COSAS, AZASO a n d  ICY. Generally 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  had a i f i c u l t y  in f i n d i n g  h o w  UDF can build 
th e m  in the last period. T h i s  is c r u c i a l  as the state can be 
e x p e c t e d  to i n c r e a s e  it's h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  c a m p a i g n ,  and it is 
our o r g a n i s a t i o n s  th a t  will have to c o u n t e r  this in their day to 

d a y  work.

3.5 Rur a l  A r e a s : -  A p a r t  from the rur a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  ar t i c l e  fcr 
S a a m s t a n ,  t h e r e  has b e e n  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t .  T h e  co-or d i n a t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  has not b e e n  o p e r a t i v e  so it has b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  to slot 
i n t o  the c a m p a i g n  in the rural areas. T h i s  m u s t  be a maj o r  focus 

n o w .

3.6 O t h e r  r e g i o n s : -  T h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e  has d o n e  m u c h  more work on 
c o n s c r i p t i o n  than the other r egions. O u r  w o r k  is u s e f u l  to people 
at t h e s e  ce n t r e s .  B u t  m a t e r i a l  se n t  via t h e  N E C  dose not seem to 
h a v e  g o t  t h r o u g h  to the p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  _,n the issue. The ACC 
f e e l s  i n p u t  a t  the D e c e m b e r  n a t i o n a l  G.C. is v e r y  important to 
try to d e v e l o p  a n a t i o n a l  a p p p r o a c h  to the c o n s c r i p t i o n  issue.
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4 C o n t e x t  of c u r r e n t  work

4.1 T h e  state has p o s p o n e d  the e x t e n t i o n  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  for the time 
b e i n g  because:

a) The e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  f o r c e s  u n e m p l o y e d  p e o p l e  to ta k e  jobs 
in the army, i n c r e a s i n g  the n u m b e r  of v o l u n t e e r s .

b) T h e  S A D F  d o s e  n o t  yet h a v e  the t r a i n i n g  f a c t i l i t e s  to 
take t h o u s a n d s  of s o l d i e r  into the army.

c) O p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  has ma d e  the e x t e n t i o n  more 
d i f f i c u l t .

4.2 T a c t i c s  we use must c o n f r o n t  t h i s  and avo i d  a false s e c u r i t y  tr.at 
c o n s c r i p t i o n  will not be e x t e n d e d .  T h e  state w_ll use m o r e  bcpn- 
i s t i c a t e d  s t r a t e g i e s  to a c h i v e  it's ends. We car expect a n  i n t e n ­
s i f i c a t i o n  of the h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  c a m p a i g n .

M a n y  w h i t e  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e m e n  do not w a n t  to go i n t o  tne 
SADF. The c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  m o v e m e n t  is g r o w i n 5 .

C a d e t s  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  in t o  s c h o o l s  to p r e p a r e  o u r  y o -jth 
for the SADF.

T r a n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  be e x t e n d e d  to a l l o w  for incresed 
n u m b e r s  of 'volunteers' f o r c e d  in by lack of jobs.

R e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  to be e n f r o c e d  to call p e o p l e  up.

C o n s c r i p t i o n  w o u l d  be b r o u g h t  in st e p  by step, as was white 
c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  f r o m  s e l e c t i o n  by 'ballot' to l e n g h t e n i n g  the 
p e r i o d  of s e r v i c e  t o  the p r e s e n t  level.

T h e  war in N a m i b i a  is c o n t i n u i n g  and the S A D F  will try to 
use N a m i b i a n  a n d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  to d o  the figh t i n g .

5 W h e r e  do we g o  from h e r e  2

5.1 A C C  did not a d d r e s s  itself to the u n ions. W o r k e r s  are d i rectly 
a f f e c t e d  by the SADF, a n d  t h e  p a r e n t s  of c h i l d r e n  w h o  will oe 
f o r c e d  in t o  cadets. U n e m p l y m e n t  is the the m a j o r  iss-ie 
h e r e , f o r c i n g  p e o p l e  to v o l u n t e e r .  A C C  w i l l  be t a k i n g  this up with 
the Ca p e  T o w n  U n e m p l o y m e n t  pro j e c t ,  d i s c u s s i n g  it w i t h  c i vics and 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  and r a i s i n g  it w i t h  the unions.

5.2 S A D F  a c t i v i t e s  in sc h o o l s  are a m a j o r  ar e a  of work. Concrete 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  can be built t h r o u g h - o p p o s i t i o n  to this. Here the 
A C C  is p l a n n i n g  to w o r k  w i t h  C O S A S  on this to o r g a n i s e  against 
c a d e t s  a n d  oth e r  S A D F  a c t i v i t e s  in the s c hools. T e a c h e s  and 
p a r e n t s  are v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  in th i s  area. T e a c h e r s  will be needed 
to run the c a d e t  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  t e a c h e r s  are likley to 
be s u b j e c t  to h a r s s m e n t .  O p p o s i t i o n  to S A D F  a c t i v i t e s  ne e d  to be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  in f o c u s e s  on the p o s i t i o n  of teac h e r s .

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

4.2.6
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5 . 3  P a r e n t s  are a s p e c i a l  g r o u p  t h e . A C C  w i s h e s  to rea c h  t h r o u g h  
ci v i c s ,  the U W O  a n d  P T A 's b e c a u s e  t h e y  will be cenral to opp o s i n g  
the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of c a d e t s  and h e a r t s  and minds a ctivites.

5.4 T h e  rural a r e a s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  S A D F  targets, he r e  the ACC 
w i l l  need to find o u t  h o w  the S A D F  is o p p e r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  c o ntact 
w i t h  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in t h e  area, a n d  h a s  p l a n n e d  to do this. Also 
t h e  A C C  w i s h e s  to p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l  for the f o t h c o m m i n g  Bolard 
c o n f e r n c e .

5.5 S A D F  a c t i o n  in f o r c e d  r e m o v a l s  m u s t  be e x p o s e d  and this l i n k e d  tc 
U D F  w o r k  on f o r c e d  r e m o v a l s .  R e s e a r c h  into SADF a n d  forcei 
r e m o v a l s  has been s t a r t e d .

5.6 C h i l d r e n  are the t a r g e t  of m u c h  S A D F  p r o p a g a n d a .  It is i m p o r t a n t  
t o  look at this a n d  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  b u i l d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to SAIF 
caaips t h r o u g h  civics, y o u t h  a n d  UWO. T h e  A C C  will raise t h i s  with 
t h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

5.7 1 9 8 5  is i n t e r n a t i o n a l  y e a r  of t h e  y o u t h  and c o n s c r i p t i o n  m u s t  ce 
b u i l t  i n t o  the w o r k  of the U D F  on this. Th i s  could be l i n k e d  to 
a n t i - n u c l e a r  c a m a p i g n s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .

5.8 T h e  A C C  will d i s c u s s  i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on the c o m m i t t e e  
w i t h  COSAS, A Z A S O  a n d  ICY.

5.9 T h e  A C C  has d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  Commit t e e .  
T h e s e  two c o m m i t t e e s  are i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are w o r k i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to co-cperar.e.

6 C o n c l u s i o n

W h ile t h e  s t ate c o n t i n u e s  to use t h e  S A D F  3fi the C i v i c  Actir-. 
P r o g r a m m e  as a way to c o - o p t  o u r  p e o p l e ,  the A n t i - C o n s c r i p t i c n  
C a m p a i g n  re m a i n s  a c r u c i a l  p a r t  of the w c r k  of the UDF in f i g h t i n g  t;.e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the N e w  Deal. W e  h a v e  p o i n t e d  to some of the 
p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  ha v e  l i m i t e d  the g a i n s  we ha v e  ma d e  from this issue so 
far. W e  b e l i e v e  that it is a c r u c i a l  i s s u e  T o r  the UDF and the a f f i l ­
iate o r g a n i s a t i o n s  to l o o k  i n t o  and to i d e n t i f y  p r e c i s e l y  h o w  it can 
be t a k e n  up in ways t h a t  wi l l  a d v a n c e  the w o r k  of ea c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

and the U D F  as a whole.



■PIYCU ^On Consti-cuion & Koornhof Bills)

This conference Noting:

(1) The attempts by the Botha-regime tov-'ards reform, bv wav o ' 
new Constitution and Eoornhof Eills. ‘ "

(2) The co—option of certain sections of our community into a- 
unacceptable governments.

(?) The reform initiatives as the most cohesive attempt to 
undermine the oemocratic Organisations of the people.

(4) The growing strength of the democratic movement inside S.A.

Beli eves:

(1) That the hardships e>:perienced in our. dailv lives at p^e-e^ 
will continue unabated under the so-called^new”dispensatior

Thct uhe needs of our people can only be addressed bv the 
establishment of a non-racial democracy in this country.

Therefore Resolves:

Cl) -1-0 reject an- resist attempts to co—oDt our ■neoTle bv
actively campaigning against the constitution and Loo-r^of 
sills.

(2) To work towards the dr&v;ing-yp of a democratic constitution
tion of all South Orleans* ’ 

and w m c h  is therefore based cn the will the people.

(3) xo call for a national convention for the nurpose of 
drawing u p s u c h  b constituion, preceded by’the release

political prisoners t unbanning of banned persons 
a^d the unconditional return of ell political exiles to 
allov participation of our leader* in the drawing u"o o*"

a  the constitution. 0 *

Proposed: Peyco 

Seconded: Descom
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