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c* I mc di at e  c on lr ov cr sy  on March 15 when three 
s e p a r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p i n g s  in South Africa 
be gi n different  campa ig ns .

T h e G o v e r n m e n t  has 
d e c l a r e d  1985 to bo (he 
Y e a r  of  th e  Y o u th ,  in 
keeping wilh United Na
tions celebrations.

But the y ear  will also 
b e  c e l e b r a t e d  by  f a r  
r ig h tw in g  g to u p s  under 
th e  auspices of the Afri
k a n e r  Volkswag and by 
youth organisations affi
liated to the United Dem
o cra tic  Front.

T hf Governm ent s de
cision to use the UN em 
b le m  h as  s p a r k e d  co n 
s te rn a t io n  in right-wing 
circlcs.

And it  has p r o m p te d  
o r g a n is a t io n s  jn W ind
hoek to  withdraw from 
official celebrations 

A f r i k a n e r  Volks w ag 
l e a d e r  P ro f e s s o r  C are )
B o s h o ff  d e s c r i b e d  the 
choice of em blem as dis
g usting and said his o r
g a n i s a t io n  would offer  
youth an al ternative pro
gram m e.

Youth organisation' af
f i l i a t e d  to  th e  U n ite d  
D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t  a r e  
also anxious to distance 
themselves from the offi
c i a l  Y e a r  of the Youth 
and they have decided on 
a localised  e m b lem  in
s te a d  of the United N a
tions emblem.

The question of youlh 
is open to different inter
pretations. said Mr G ra
h a m  Simpson, rese arch  
o f f i r c r  of the N atio n a l  
Union of South A frican 
S tudents ,  which is affi
liated to the United Dem
o cratic  Front

He added “I t  is impor
ta n t  that United Demo
c r a t i c  F r o n t  a ff i l ia te s  
pose an a l te rn a t iv e  un
derstanding of the prob
lems facing the youth of 
this country."

Special attention would 
b e  f o c u s s e d  on b la c k  
y o u lh  and  on  the E nd 
Conscription Campaign, 
said Mr Simpson.

Poles ap ar t  is the Afri
k a n e r  Volkswag. which 
believes integration will 
b e  e n c o u r a g e d  b j  the 
Y ear of the Youlh being 
co-ordinated by the De
p a rtm en t  of Constitation- 
a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
Planning 

The A frikaner  Volks- 
w ag was planning special 
events to offer youth an 
a l te r n a t iv e  to the Gov
er n m e n t’s indoctrination 
program m e, said Profes
s o r  Boshoff.

The moderate bat pow
erful Federasie van Afri- 
k a a n s e  K u ltu u rv eren i-  
ginge. along w ith most 
A f r ik a a n s  ch u rch es,  is 
backing Government cel
ebrations.

The cen tra l  theme of 
th e  official Y e a r  of the 
Y o u th  is d e v e lo p m e n t  
and  the official laoncb on 
M arch 15 will also start 
Youth Weekend
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